AP Language
Mrs. Lupinski

AP Language and Composition Summer Assignment

Hello! Welcome to AP Language and Composition. Registering for this class means you are ready
and willing to challenge yourself to step outside of your comfort zone, work hard, and improve

your skills.

Required Work

This course focuses largely on reading, discussing, and analyzing nonfiction work, so your
summer assignment is to read and annotate just Mercy: A Story of Justice and Redemption by
Bryan Stevenson*. Though the only work required is annotation, you should be prepared to
discuss the novel during the first few days of school and write an essay within the first few
weeks of being in school.

Annotation, as you should be aware from English 10 Honors, is a way of responding to or
interacting with a text. A large part of your annotations for this class should be focused on
Identifying the strategies authors use to create convincing arguments, including language
choices, appeals to ethos, pathos, and logos, personal anecdotes, statistics, etc. You may aiso
ask questions of the text and mark passages that point to the overall purpose of the text.

A thoroughly annotated book will have at least two annotations per page. | recommend
writing directly in the book, but if you choose to use sticky notes, they must be placed directly
under or over the selected passage and be clear to me.

MRecommended ﬁkz;k

The most important thing you can do as an AP Language student is to read good writing,
FREQUENTLY. Throughout the course of the summer you should be reading both
current-event-style news stories and opinion articles from reputable sources every week.

Remaining up to date on current events will help you both to be successful on the AP Exam and
to be an upstanding, informed citizen. These types of topics will permeate our class discussions
and debates throughout the year, so having a strong base of current events will benefit you in
the long run.

Reputable sources include but are not limited to: The New Yorker, The Atlantic, The New York Times,
Newsweek, NPR, Wall Street journal, The Guardian, Time, The Week, etc.

*Please make sure you do NOT purchase the version adapted for young adults.
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pome after the school's closing frustrated anfl disu:aughn On the trip:
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Walter's family and mast poor black peopie in his community were
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