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Question 3 
Suggested time—40 minutes. 
(This question counts for one-third of the total essay section score.)  

The term “overrated” is often used to diminish concepts, places, roles, etc. that the speaker believes do not deserve the 
prestige they commonly enjoy; for example, many writers have argued that success is overrated, a character in a novel by 
Anthony Burgess famously describes Rome as a “vastly overrated city,” and Queen Rania of Jordan herself has asserted 
that “[b]eing queen is overrated.”  

Select a concept, place, role, etc. to which you believe that the term “overrated” should be applied. Then, write a well-
developed essay in which you explain your judgment. Use appropriate evidence from your reading, experience, or 
observations to support your argument.  
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Question 3 
Suggested time—40 minutes. 
(This question counts for one-third of the total essay section score.)  

The passage below is an excerpt from Empire of Illusion by Chris Hedges. Read the passage carefully. Then write an 
essay in which you develop a position on Hedges’ argument that “the most essential skill . . . is artifice.” Use appropriate, 
specific evidence to illustrate and develop your position.  

The most essential skill in political theater and a consumer culture is artifice. Political leaders, who use the tools of mass 
propaganda to create a sense of faux intimacy with citizens, no longer need to be competent, sincere, or honest. They need 
only to appear to have these qualities. Most 
of all they need a story, a personal narrative. The reality of the narrative is irrelevant. It can be completely at odds with the 
facts. The consistency and emotional appeal of the story are paramount. Those who are best at deception succeed. Those 
who have not mastered the art of entertainment, who fail to create a narrative or do not have one fashioned for them by 
their handlers, are ignored. They become “unreal.”  

An image-based culture communicates through narratives, pictures, and pseudo-drama.  
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Question 3 
Suggested time—40 minutes. 
(This question counts for one-third of the total essay section score.)  

In her book Gift from the Sea, author and aviator Anne Morrow Lindbergh (1906–2001) writes, “We tend not to choose 
the unknown which might be a shock or a disappointment or simply a little difficult to cope with. And yet it is the 
unknown with all its disappointments and surprises that is the most enriching.”  

Consider the value Lindbergh places on choosing the unknown. Then write an essay in which you develop your own 
position on the value of exploring the unknown. Use appropriate, specific evidence to illustrate and develop your position.  
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