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About the College Board

The College Board is a mission-driven not-for-profit organization that connects
students to college success and opportunity. Founded in 1900, the Colledge Board
was created to expand access to higher education. Today, the membership
association is made up of over 6,000 of the world's leading educational institutions
and is dedicated to promoting excellence and equity in sducation. Each year, the
College Board helps more than seven million students prepare for a succaessful
transition to college through programs and services in college readiness and
college success — including the SAT® and the Advanced Placement Program®. The
organization also serves the education community through research and advocacy
on behalf of students, educators, and schools.

For further information, visit wwww.collegeboard.org.

AP Equity and Access Policy

The College Board strongly encourages educators to make equitable access a
guiding principie for their AP® programs by giving all willing and academically
piepared students the opportunity to participate in AP, We encourage the
slimination of barriers that restrict access to AP for students from ethnic, racial,
and sucioeconomic groups that have been traditionally underrepresented. Schools
should make every effort to ensure their AP classes reflect the diversity of their
student population. The College Board alsc believes that all students should have
access to academically challenging course work hefore they enroll in AP classes,
which can prepara them for AP success. It is only through a commitment to
aquitable preparation and access that true equity and excellence can be achisvaed.

AP Course Descriptions

AP course descriptions are updated reqularly. Flease visit AP Central®
{aprentral.collagehoard.org) to determine whether g mors recent course
description PDF is available,

& 2015 The Caollege Board. College Board, Advanced Placement Program, AP AF Central, and the acomn
logo ars registered trademarks of the College Board. All other products and services may be trademarks af
their respective awners. Visit the College Board on the Web: wwr.eollegeboard.org.
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About AP’

AP enables students to pursue college-level studies while still in high school.
Through more than 30 courses, each culminating in a rigorous exam, AP provides
willing and academically prepared students with the oppontunity to earn college
credit and/or advanced placement. Taking AF courses also demonstrates to college
admission officers that studeants have sought out the most rigorous course work
available to them,

Each AP course is modeled upon a comparabis college coursa, and college

and university faculty play a vital role in ensuring that AP courses align with
college-level standards. Talented and dedicated AP ieachers help AP students in
classrooms around the world develop and apply the content knowledge and skiils
they will need later in college.

Each AF course concludes with a colege-level assessment developed and scored

by college and university faculty and expearienced AP taeachers. AP Fxams are an
essantial part of the AP experience, enabling students to demonstrate their mastery
of college-level course work, Most four-year colleges and unjversities in the United
States and universities in mors than 60 countries recognize AP in the admission
process and grant students credit, placement, or hoth on the basis of successful AP
Exam scores. Visit www.collegeboard.erg/apereditpolicy to view AP credit and
placement policies at more than 1,000 colleges and universities.

Performing well on an AP Exam means more than just the successful completion
of a vourse; it is a gateway to success in college. Research consistently shows
that students who receive a score of 3 or higher on AP Exams typically experience
greater academic success in college and have higher graduation rates than their
non-AP peers,! Additional AP studies are available at www.collegeboard.org/
research.

See the following research studies for more details:

Linda Hargrove, Donn Godin, and Barbara Dodd, College Outcomes Comparisons by AP and Non-AP High
School Expetfences (New York: The College Raard, 2008},

{Chrys Dougharty, Lynn Mellor, and Shuling Jian, The Relationship Between Advanced Placement and
College Graduation (Austin, Texas: National Center for Educational Accountabiity, 2006).

B 2018 The Cdllege Board Raturn to the Table of Contenis
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AP Human Geography Course Description, Effective Fall 2015

Offering AP Courses and Enrolling Students

This AP Course Description details the esgential infermation required to understand
the objectives and axpectations of an AP course. The AP Program unegquivocally
supports the principle that each school implements its own curriculum that will
enable students to develop the content knowledge and skills described here.

Schools wishing to offer AP courses must participate in the AP Course Audit, a
process through which AP teachers’ syllabi are reviewed by college faculty. The AP
Course Audit was created at the request of College Board members who sought

a means for the Colege Board to provide teachers and administrators with clear
guidelines on curricular and resource requirsments for AP courses and to help
colieges and universities validate courses marksd "AP" on students’ transcripts,
This process ensures that AP teachers’ syllabi meet or exceed the curricular and
1esource expectations that college and secondary school faculty have established
for college-level caurses. For more information on the AP Courss Audit, visit
www.collegeboard.org/apcourseaudit.

How AP Courses and Exams Are Developed

Commitiess of college faculty and expert AP teachers design AP courses and exams
to ensure that sach AP subject reflects and assesses college-level expectations.

AP Development Commitiees define the scope and expectations of the course,
articulating what students should know and be able to do upon completion of the
AP course,

The AP Development Comrnitises are also raspansible fordrawing clear and
well-articulated connactions hetween the AP course and AP Exam. The AP Exam
development process is a multiyear endeavar; all AP Exams undergo extensive
review, revision, piloting, and analysis to ensure that the questions are fair, of high
quality, and reflect an appropriate range of difficulty.

How AP Exams Are Scored

The exam scoring process, like the course and exam development process, relies
on the expertise of both AP teachers and college faculty, While multiple-choice
questions are scored by machine, the free-response questions are scored by
thousands of college faculty and expert AP teachers at the annual AP Reading. AP
Exam Readers are thoroughly trained, and their work is monitored throughout the
Reading for fairness and consistency. In each subject, a highly respected college
faculty member serves as Chiaf Reader, who, with the help of Readers in leadership
positions, maintains the accuracy of the scoring standards. Scores on the free-
response questions are weighted and combined with the results of the computer-
scored multiple-choiee questions, and this raw score is converted into a composite
AP scarsof 5, 4, 3,2, 011,

9 2015 The Celloge Board Betusn to the Table of Trntents




AP Human Geography Course Description, Effective Fall 2015

Tha ecore-setting process is both precisze and labos intensive, involving numerous
psychometric analyses of the results of a specific AP Exam in a specific year and

of the particular group of students who took that exam. Additionally, to ensure
alignment with college-level standards, part of the score-setting process invelves
comparing the performance of AP students with the performance of students
enrolled in comparable courses in colleges throughout the United States. In general,
the AP composite score points are set 50 that the lowest raw score needed to earn
an AP score of § is equivalent to the average score among cellegs students earning
grades of A in the coliege course. Similarly, AP Exam scores of 4 are equivalent to
coliege grades of A-, B+, and B. AP Exam scores of 3 are equivalent to college grades
of B-, C+, and C.

Using and Interpreting AP Scores

College faculty are involved in. every aspect of AP, from eourse and exam
development to scoring and standards alignment. These faculty members ensure
that the courses ancd exams meet colleges’ expectations for content taught

in comparable college courses. Based upon outcomes research and program
evaluation, the Amaearican Council an Education (ACE) and the Advanced Placement
Program racommend that colleges grant credit and/or placement to students with
AP Exam scores of 3 and higherz, The AP score of 3 is equivalent to grades of B-, C+,
and C in the equivalsent college course. Howaever, collages and universities set their
own AP credit, advanced standing, and course placement policies based on their
unique ne=eds and objectives.

AP Scom Recommaeandation

5 Extremely well qualified

s Well qualified

3 ............................... T

z ...................... Pnssquuahﬁed
1 .................. . Nommmmendatmn ..................

Additional Resources

Visit hitp://apeentral.collegeboard.org for more information about the AP Program,

B #0135 The Ucllege Board Return te the Tagle of Sontents
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AP Human Geography Course Description, Effective Fall 2015

Introduction to AP Human Geography

The AP Human Geoegraphy courss introduces students to the systematic study of
patterns and processes that have shaped human understanding, use, and alteration
of Earth's surface. Students learn to employ spatial concepts and landscape
analysis to examine human sociceconomic crganization and its environmental
consadquences, They also lsarn about the methods and tools geographers use in
their research and applications.

Overview of This Guide

This publication is intended to give school administrators and AP Human
Geography teachers a detafled summary of the curricular recuirements for the
course, as well ag a summary of the performance expectations for students in the
course, It also provides guidance about strategies for effective instruction and
formative assessment — both crucial elements in engaging high school learners in a
college-level curriculum.

The publication contains a curriculum articulation (see page 22), which identifies
the folowing:

Essential knowledge that students shonld learn in the course

Learning objectives that identify what students should know and be able to do by
the end of the course

Enduring understandings that specify core concepts that students should retain
from their leaming experiences

The curriculum articulation also idantifies questions and prompts from released

AP Human Geography Exams that align with specific learning objectives; this
information helps define both the curriculum that teachers must eover in the course
and the knowledge and skills that may be assessed on the AP Exam,

Additionally, this publication contains detailed information about the AP Human
Geography Exam, including sample exam items and a summary of scoring rubrics.

Course Prerequisites

There are no prerequisites for AP Human Geography; however, students who
have had experiance with world geography, world history, or earth science may
mors easily address the objectives of this course. Experience with reading and
interpreting data in varicus forms {e.g., graphs and maps) would also be beneficial,
Students may have heen effectively introdueed to geographic terminology and
concepts as early as at the elementary school leval,

Reading Level of Course Texts

Students entering an AP Human Geography course should be capable of reading
and comprehending texts written at the college level. Students should be able

£ 2015 The Colisge Scard Beiurn w e Tabie of Canten:s




AP Human (Geography Gourse Description, Effective Fal] 2015

to summarize and evaluate textual information. They should also be able to read
and interpret maps and graphic data. The ability to perform basic mathematical
operations is also useful in this course.

Expectations for Writing in the Course

Students entering an AP Human Geography cotrse should possess fundamental
gkills in composition and inquiry (research), In both short-answer {i.e., one-
paragraph) and multiparagraph essay formats, they should be able to cleatly
articulate their summaries, analyses, intarpretations, and evaluations of
information.

D 20708 The Collage Baard Raturn to the Tabije of Contens
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AP Human Geography Course Dascription, Effactive Fall 2015

AP Human Geography Course
Overview

Course Content and Its Presentation

AP Human Geagraphy presents high schoeol students with the curricular equivalant
of an introductory college-level course in human geography or cultural geography.
Content iz presented thematically rather than regionally and is crganized around
the discipline’s main subfields: economic geography, cultural geography, political
geagraphy, and urban geography, The appreach is spatial and problem criented.
Case studies are drawn from all world regions, with an emphasis on understanding
the world in which we live today. Historical information serves to enrich anaiysis

of the impacts of phenomena such as glebalization, colonialism, and human—
environment relationships on places, regions, cultural landscapes, and patterns of
interaction.

Specific topics with which students engage include the following:
problems of economic dévelopment and cultural change

consaquences of population growth, changing fertility rates, and internationat
migration

impacts of technological innovaton on transportation, communication,
industrialization, and other aspects of human life

struggles over political power and contreol of territory

conflicts aver the demands of sthnic minorities, the role of women in sociaty, and
the inequalities between developed and developing economies

explanations of why location matters to agricultural land use, industrial
development, and urban problems

the role of climate change and environmental abuses in shaping the human
landscapes on Earih

Course Goals

By the end of the course, students should be more geolitarate, more engaged

in contemporary global issues, and more multicultural in their viewpeoints, They
should have daveloped skills in approaching problems geographically, using maps
and geospatial technologies, thinking critically about texts and graphic images,
interpreting cultural landscapes, and applying geographic concepts such as

scale, region, diffusion, interdependence, and spatial interaction, among others,
Students should see geography as a discipline relevant to the world in which they
live; as a source of ideas for identifying, clarifying, and solving problems at various
scales; and as a key component of building glabal citizenship and environmental
stewardship,

L 2015 The College Board Batumn to the Tahle of Contents
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AP Human Geography Course Description, Effective Fall 2015

The particular topics studied in an AP Human Geography course should align with
the following college-level goals, which are hased on the National Geography
Standards developed in 1994 {apd revised in 2012).2 On successiul complstion of the
course, students should have developed skills that enable them to do tha following:

Interpret maps and analyze geospatial data. Geography addresses the ways in
which patterns on Earth's surface reflect and influence physical and human
processes. As such, maps, geographic information systems (GIS), satsllite imagery,
remote sensing, and aerial photographs ara fundamental to the discipline, and
learning tc use and think about these data sources is critical to geographic literacy.
The goal is achieved when students learn to use maps and geospatial data to pose
and seolve problems, such as making predictions about the location of future urban
growth for a particular city. Students should alsc learn to think critically about the
patterns and information revealed or hidden in different types of maps and other
forms of geospatial data.

Understand the associations and networks among phenomena in particular places
and explain their implications. The study of geography requires one to examine the
world from a spatial perspective in order to understand the changing distribution of
human activities on Earth's surface and the impact on natural resources. A spatial
perspective allows one to focus on the ways phenomena are related to one another
in particular places. For example, political instability in one part of the warld may be
connected to changing urban neighborhood demographics on ancther continent dus
to refugee and immigrant streams. Additionally, networks between producers and
consumers are constantly changing in a globalized world. In this course, students
learn to:

» recognize and interpret patterns and networks

* assess the nature and significance of the relationships ameng phenomena that
oceur in tha same place

* analyze the ways cultural values, political policias, and economie forces work
together to create particular landscapes {(e.9., associations between exurban
developments in the United States and the agriculturally productive Cantral
Valley of California)

Recognize and interpret the relationships arnong patierns and processes at different
scales of analysis. Geographic analysis requires a sensitivity to scale, not just as a
gpatial category but as a framework for understanding how events and processss at
different scales influence one another and change according te the scale of analysis,
Students should therefore understand that the phenomena they are studying at one
scale {e.g., local} may well be influenced by processes and developments at other
scales {e.g., global, regional, naticnal, state, provincial), For axample, the closing

of a manufacturing plant could he the result of global forces beyond the control of
officials at the local level. Students should examine processes operating at multiple
scales when seeking explanations of gaographic patterns and arrangements.

Define regions and evaluate the regionalization process. The study of geography
requires one to not simply describe patterns but also analyze how these patterns

“"National Geography Standards and Skills," National Geographic, accessed December 1, 2014,
httpy//education.nationalgecgraphic.com/education/national-geography-standards/?ar_g=1,

2 2015 The Coliege Boand Redorm 3o 2he Table of Centents
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came about and what they mean. Students should see regions (i.e., areas that share
hath human and physical characteristics) as obiects of analysis and exploration;
instead of simply locating and describing regions, they should consider how and
why regions come into being and what thev reveal about the changing character of
the world in which we live. Examples of the regionalization process frequently comse
inta focus when teaching about religion and language.

Course Design: Depth over Breadth

The study of geography requires interdisciplinary thinking and draws on a vast
number of topics. This situation presents a dilemma for AP Human Geography
teachers that often takes time and experience to sclve: How can the necessary
scope (breadth) of content that needs to be covered be balanced with the depth
students need to understand a particular topic? If teachars can incorporate spatial
thinking and analysis into their lagsons, assienments, and presentations, then
students will understand geographic data and apply gecgraphic skills.

What is most critical is for students to think ahout issues from a geographic
perspactive. The following is a useful guide for teachers in assessing whether
they are adhering to this perspective: Iif teachers are finding it difficult to refer to
a map, chart, graph, or photograph to support the topic they are discussing, then
they could be strayving away from geography. This pitfall is common when covering
ethnic conflicts, in which cultural patterns and processes are often at the root of
conflicts. Many ethnic conflicts have long and complicated histories, so teachers
must decide which conflicts to teach {e.q., the former Yugoslavia, Rwanda) and
in how much depth to teach them. Teachers should continually ask themselves,
“Where is the geography in this lesson?" Bv doing so, an AP Human Geography
teachel can more easily maintain an appropriate focus for instruction, which in
turn can help address topics with appropriate depth while avoiding overly broad
coverage.

£ 2018 The College Board Hetiitn 10 the Table of Tontents
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AP Human Geography Course Description, Effective Fall 2015

AP Course Audit and Curricular and
Resource Requirements

Schools that intend to offer AP courses and label them as such on high school
transcripts must provide evidence that the teachers of those coutses (1) are aware
of the cumricular requirements as stipulated by the College Board and {2} have a
plan to address thosa requitements. Schools provide such evidence by submitting to
the AP Course Audit a syllabus or course description for each proposed AP course.
Those syllabi are then reviewed by college professors who teach the equivalent
introductory-level college courses. Courses for which sufficient evidence is provided
are then autharized by the College Board and are added to a list of such authorized
courses, The College Board makes that list available to collecres and universities

so that they can verify AP courses that may be listed on student applicants’ high
schocl transcripts.

The curricular requirements for AP Human Geography are as follows:
The teachsr has read the most recent AP Human Gecgraphy Course Dascription.

The course provides a systematic study of human geography, including the
following tepics cutlined in the course description:

* Geography: Its Nature and Perspsctives

* Population and Migration

> Cultural Patterns and Processes

> Political Qrganization of Space

» Agricnlture, Food Production, and Rural Land Use
> Industrialization and Economic Development

¥ (Cities and Urban Land Use

The course teaches the use of spatial concepts and landscape analysis to examine
human organization of space.

The course teaches spatial relationships at different scales ranging from the local to
the global.

The course teaches studeants how to use and interpret maps, data sets, and
geographic models, GIS, aerial photographs, and satellite images, though not
recquired, can be used effectively in the course,

The resource requirements for the AP Human Geography course are as follows:

The schoal ensuraes that sach student has a college-level human gsography
textbook (supplemented when necessary to meet the curricular requirements) for
individual use inside and outside the classtoom.

2 M5 The College Beard Ratarn 1o the Tabie of Cuntents
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AP Human Geography Course Daescription, Effective Fall 2615

* The school provides a collection of tnaps, atlases, and other resource materials
(which could include data sources, casa studies, mapping software, newspapers,
and magarzines) for use by students.

+ The school ensures that teachers have copies of additional college-lavel geography
textbocks and cther appropriate college-lavel books for thaeir consultation.

© 2015 The Collage Boand Return i the Table of Contents
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AP Human Geography . Course Descriptian, Effective Fall 2015

Course Curriculum

General Learning Outcomes

By engaging in a college-level human geography course, students should learn to do
the following:

Read sophisticated texts and academic writings
Write well-constructed essays and research reports

Think eritically by synthesizing a varety of perspectives and information from
various sources

bBiscuss controversial issues with maturity and openness
Analyze various forms of geospatial data
Present field work and/or research using both visual and oral formats

Work coliaboratively with fellow students to analyze real-world issues

Skills and Practices

This course requires students to read and writs at a eollege level, think critically,
analyze various forms of spatial data, engage in map interpretation and analysis,
solve problems using mathematical computation formulas, and possibly enhance
their computer literacy using varicus programs such as datahase spreadsheets

and geographic information system (GIS) mapping programs, Students should gain
experience and sxpertisa in conducting field studies, engaging in original research,
analyzing academic writings, and writing academic reports, In addition, AP Human
Geography teachars should provide instrirction on the following set of geographic
skills from National Geographic's “Nationa! Geography Standards and Skills™:

Asking geographic questions
Acquiring geographic information
Organizing geographic information
Analyzing geographic information
Answering geographic questions

For a mere in-depth treatment of discipline-specific skills that geographers use,
teachers should consult the article by Dr, S8argh W. Bednarz, “Maps and Spatial-
Thinking Skills in the AP Human Geggraphy Classioom.” {See Essential Resources,
p. 57.)

World Regions Maps

The followiny maps present a big-picture view of world regions and then a closer
look. Many of the regions overlap or have transitional zones betwsen them.

@ 2013 The Cellege Board Bt te the Table of Uontents
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AP Human Geography Course Description, Effactive Fall 2015

Although some regions are based an culture, others are deflned by physiographic
(i.e., physical geography) features. Not all geographers agree on how each region
is defined. One geographer, for example, may place Armenia and Azerbaijan in the
Middle East, whereas another may place them in Central Asia, as both countriss
were formerly parts of the Soviet Union. Likewisa, some geugraphers use the term
Middls East, whereas others uss Southwest Asia to describe the same region.

AP Human Geography: World Rsgions — A Big Picture View

bt
et
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AP Human Geography Course Description, Effective Fall 2015

Curriculum Topics

The academic discipline of geography is divided into two main felds of study:
himan geography and physical geography, This course deals with the human
element and is divided into seven broad topical units of study. There iz no
prascribed sequence for teaching these seven topical units. What is most important
is that teachers be able to help students link units conceptually, as doing so will
help students understand more thoroughly the interconnected nature of geography
as a discipline.

L. Geography: Its Nature and Perspectives

AP Human Geography emphasizes the impeortance of geography as a field of incuiry
and introduces students to the cancapt of spatial crganization, Knowine the location
of places, pecple, and events is a gateway to understanding complex environmental
relationships and interconnections ameong places and across landscapeas.

Geographic concepts emphasized throughout the course are location, space, place,
scale of analysis, pattern, regionalization, and globalization. These concepts are
basic to understanding spatial interaction and spatial bahavior, tha dynamics af
human population growth and migration, patterns of eulture, political control of
territory, arsas of agriculture production, the changing location of industry and
economic development strategies, and evolving human settlemeant patterns,
particularly nrbanization. Students learn how to use and interpret maps and
spatial data, apply mathematical formulas, and interpret models in order to better
understand the world from a spatial perspective.

The course enables students to consider the regional organization of various
phenomena and encourages geographic analysis in order to understand processes
in a changing world. For example, geographic perspectives on the irmpact of human
activitiss on the environment, from local to gishal scales, include effects on land,
water, atinosphere, population, biodiversity, and climate. These human ecological
examples are inherent throughout the course, sspacially in tapics dealing with
population growth, agricultural and industrial practices, and rapid urhanization, A
significant gutcome of the course s developing students’ awareness of geographic
methods and the relevance of geospatial technologies to a variety of situations (e.g.,
everyday life, planning and public policy, professional decizsion making, problem
solving at scales from local to global).

. Poputation and Migration

Understanding the ways in which human population is arganized geographically
helps students make sense of gultural pattems, political organization of space,

food preduction issues, economic development concerns, natural resourca use

and decisians, and urtban systems. Thersfore, many of the concepts and theories
encountered in this part of the course connect with other course units. Additionally,
course themas of location, space, place, gcale of analyzis, and pattern can be
emmphasized when studying basic population issues such as crude birth 1ate, crude
death rate, total fertility rate, infant mortality rate, doubling timea, and natural
increass.

D 2015 The Colege Board Reourn o the Tabie of Cuntents
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Expilanations of why the population is growing or declining in some places are
based on patterns and trends in fertility, mortality, and migration. For exampile,
when learning about the relevance of place context and government palicies,
students may analyze fertility rates and age—sex structures {(shown in population
pyramids) in various countriss, Analyses of refugee flows, immigration, and
internal migration help students understand the connections between population
phenomena and other topics. For example, environmental degradation and natural
hazards may prompt population redistribution at various scales, which in turn
creates new pregsures on the environment, culture, and political institutions,

This part of the course also enhances students’ critical understanding of population
trends across space and over time as they consider modsls of population growth
end decline, including Malthusian theory, the demographic transition, and the
epidemiological (martality} transition model. Students can then evaluate the role,
strengths, and weaknesses of major population policies, which attempt to either
promote or restrict popuiation growth,

il Cultural Patterns and Processes

Understanding the components and ragional variations of cultural patterns and
processes is critical to human geography. Students begin with the concepts of
culture and cultural traits and learn how geographers assess the spatial and place
dimensions of culturai groups as defined by languags, religion, sthnicity, and
gender, in the present as well as the past.

The course exploras cultural interaction at various scales, along with the
adaptations, changes, and conflicts that may result. The geographies of languags,
religion, ethnicity, and gender are studied to identify and analyze patterns and
hrocesses of cultural differences, Students learn to distinguish batween languages
and dialects, ethnic religions and universalizing religions, and folk and popular
cultures, as well as betwaen ethnic political movements, These distinctions help
students understand the forces that affect the gecgraphic patterns of each cultural
characteristic.

Another important emphasis of the course is the way culture shapas relationships
hetween humans and the environment. Students learn how culture is expressed

in landseapes and how land use, in tum, represents cultural identity, Built
environments enable the gecgrapher to interprat cultural values, tastes,
symbolism, and beliefs. For instance, when analyzing Amish communities in the
Western Hemisphere, it is important to understand how their unigue values and
practices {e.g., lack of power lines to buildings and the use of preindustrial forms of
transportation) influence the cultural landscape.

V. Political Organization of Space

Students learn about the nature and significance of the political organization

of territory at diffsrent scales. Political patterns reflect ideas of territorality ~-
haw Earth's surface should he organized — which in turn affect a wide range of
exercizes of power over space and houndaries. Two major themes are the political
geography of the modemn state and relationships between countriss. Students are
introduced to the different forces thas shapad the evolution of the contemporary

T 2015 The College Beard Rewurn 2o the Tabie of Contents
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AP Human Geography Crourse Deseription, Effective Fall 2015

world map. These forcas include the rise of nation-states, especially in Eurcpe; the
influence of colordalism and imperialism; the rise of supranational organizations;
and the devolution of states.

Students learn ahout the basic structure of the pelitical map, including the
inconsistancies between maps of political boundaries and maps of ethnic, cultural,
economic, and environmental patterns. Additionally, students analyze forces that
are changing the roles of individual countries in the modern world, such as ethnic
separatism, terrorism, economic globalization, and social and environmental
problems that cross international boundaries (s.g., climate change and acid rain).
This part of the course also focuses on subnational and supranational political
umnits. For example, at tha scale above the state level, attention is directed to
ragional alliances, such as the North Atlantic Treaty Crganization (NATQ), the
Furopean Unicon, the Association of Southeast Asian Nations (ASEAN), and the
North American Free Trade Agreament (NAFTA), At the scale below the state
level, students learn about the ways in which electoral districts, municipalities,
indigencus areas, provinces, and autonomous lands affact political, social, and
economic processes.

V. Agriculture, Food Production, and Rural Land Use

Students examine geographic hearths where domestication of plants and animals
first occurrad and study the processes by which domesticated crops and animals
spread. This diffusion process helps explain why distinet regional patterns smerge
in terms of diet, energy use, and the adaptation of biotechnalagy.

This part of the course also ezamines the major agricultural production regions of
the warld, which are categorized as commercial or subsistence operations and are
characterized as extensive {e.g., shifting cultivation} or intensive (e.g., mixed crop/
livastoek}. Agricultural production regicns are examined, as are settlement pattemns
and landscapes typical of each major agriculture type. Students lzarn ahout land
survey systems, environmental conditions, sustainability, global food supply issues,
and the cultural values that shape agricultural patterns. In addition, this unit
addresses the roles of women in agriculture praduction, particularly in subsistence
farming and market economies in the developing world.

Students learn theories and models about patterns of rural land use and agsaciated
settlemants (e.g., von Thunen’s land use model}. They also study the impacts

of large-scale agribusiness on food production and consumption. The effects of
economic and cultural globalization on agriculture and the need to increase food
suppiies and production capacity ars also addressed.

V1. Industrialization and Economic Development

Students leam ahout the geographic elements of industrialization and aconamic
developmaent, including past and present patterns of industrialization, types

of economic sectors, and the acquisition of compearative advantage and
complementarity. Students also learn how models of economic develapment {e.q.,
Hostow's stages of economic growth and Wallerstein's world-systems theory] help
ta explain why the world is divided into a more developed economic core and 7 less
developed periphery with (in some cases) a semiperiphery between them.

£ 2615 The College Brard Retarmn se the Table of Contents
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The analysis of contemporary patterns of industrialization and their impact on
development is another important focus, Students use measures of development
{e.g., gross domestic product per capita and the Human Development Index [HDI})
as tools to understand patteins of economic differences. Additional topics to

be studied include Weber's industrial location theory and accounts of aconomic
globalization, which accent time—space compression and the new international
divigion of labor. For example, students analyze the reasons why some Asian
econommies achieved rapid rates of growth in the mid- to late 20th ceniury, whersas
the economies of most countries south of the Sahara did not.

Students also examine the ways in which countries, regions, and communities
must confront new patterns of economic inequality that are linked to geographies
of interdependence in the world economy. Relevant topics include the global
financial crisis, the shift in manufacturing to newly industrialized countries (NI1Cs),
imbalances in consumption patterns, the roles of women in the labor force, energy
use, the conservation of resources, and the impact of pellution on the environment
and quality of lifs.

Vii. Cities and Urban Land Use

The course divides urban geography intc two subfields, The first is the study of
systems of eitiss, focusing on the location of cities and why cities are where they
are. This study involves an examination of such topics as the current and historical
distrbution of cities; the political, economie, and cultural functions of cities; reasons
for differantial growth among cities; and types of transportation and communication
linkages among cities. Theories of settlement geography, such as Christaller's
centrel place theory, the rank-size rule, and the gravity modsl, are introdueced,
Cuantitative information on such topics as population growth, migration, zones of
influence, and employment is used to analyze changes in the uiban hierarchy,

The secend subfield of urban geography focuses on the form, internal structure, and
landscapes of cities and emphasizes what cities are like as places to live and work.
Studenis are introduced to topice such as the analysis of patterns of urban land
use, ethnie segregation, types of intracity transportation, architectural traditions
(e.g., neoclassical, modern, and postmodern), cycles of uneven development, and
enviionmental justice (e.g., the disproportionate location of polluting industries and
brown fields in low-income or minority residential areas). Students’ understanding
of cities as places is enhanced by both quantitative data from censusas and
gualitative information from namnrative aceounts and field studies. Students also
learn about and apply models of internal city structure and development in the
United States and Canada (e.g., Burgess concentric zone modal, Hoyt sector

model, Harris—-Ullman multiple nuclai model, and galactic city model), examine the
strengths and weaknesses of these models, and compare and contrast the models
with the internal structurs of cities outside North America.

Topics such as economic systems, housing finance, culturs, architectural history,
government policies, and innovations in transportation can be useful in the analyszis
of spatial pattems of urban landscapes, Although much of the literature in urban
geography focuses on tha citiss of North America, comparative urbanization iz an
increasingly important topic. The study of vities worldwide {llustrates how differing
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economic systems and cultural values can lead to variations in the spatial structures
of urhan landscapes.

Students also examine current trends in urban development, such as the emergence
of edge cities, new urbanism, transit-oriented development, smart growth, and the
gentrification of neighborhoods. In addition, students evaluate sustainable urban-
planning design initiatives and community actions, such as bikeways and walkabls
mixed-use commercial and residential developments, that reduce energy use and
protect the environments of cities in the future.

£ 2015 The College Beard RPeorurn o the Table of Contents 2121
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AP Human Geography Curriculum
Articulation

The curriculum articulation balow is designed to provide a clear and detailed
description of the course curricuium and course content, Based on the
Understanding by Design model (Wiggins and McTighe),? the articulation provides
the following:

Enduring understandings, which describe core concepts that students should retain
from their learning experisnces

Learmning cbjectives, which describe what stucents are expacted to be able ta do by
the end of the coursa

Essential knowledge statements, which specify facts or content that students
must know to be able to successfully demonzstrate understanding of the learning
objectivas

The last column lists AP Human Geography Exam items that align with specific
learning cbiectives or essential knowledge statements, Il that column, FRQ refers
to releasad (published)} free-response questions, MC refers to releaged multiple-
choice questions, and PE refers to the practice exam that is accessible via the

AF Course Audit account for teachers of College Roard-authoerized AP Human
Geography courses. PRB refers to Population Reference Bureau, which is a commen
resource for information used in the coursae.

|. Geography: its Nature and Perspectives

Enduring

Understandings Learning Objactives

{Students will {Studants will be Essential Knowledge Examplas or
urderstand that ...} ableto ...} {Students will know that ...} Resources
A, Geography, as a Explain the Importance  Gaographic infermation provides

field of inquiry, looks of geography as cantext for understanding

at the warld fram a a field of study. spatial relationships and human—

spatial perspective. anvironment interaction.

Grant Wiggins and Jay McTighe, [nderstanding hy Design (Alexandria, VA: Association for Supertvision and
Curriculum Development, 2005}
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Course Description, Effective Fall 2015

Enduring
Understandings
{Stdants will
understand that ...}

Leaming Objectives
{Students will be
ablato ...}

Exampies or
Resourees

Essential Knowledge
{Students will know that ...}

B. Geography affers a
set of concepts, skills,
and tools that facilitate
¢Htical thinking and
problem solving.

Explain major
geographical
cancepts underlying
the geograghic
parspective.

Use landscape
analysis to axamine
the human
organization of space.

Geographical concepts inciuds
loeation, piace, scale, space,
pattern, nature and society,
netwaorks, flows, regionalization,

and globatization.

Landscapa analysis (8.g., field 2003 FRQ #2
abservations, photographic

intarpratations} provides a contaxt

for understanding the location of

peaple, places, regions, and events;
human—-environment reiationships;

and interconnections hetwean

anid among places and regions.

C. Geographical skills
provide a foundation
far analyzing

world patterns

and processes.

T 2015 The Colisge Board

Use spatial thinking
ta analyze the human
organization of space.

Use and interpret
maps.

formulas and
graphs to interpret
geographic concepis.

People apply spatial concepts

to interpret and understand
population and migration;
cultural patterns and processes;
political arganization of space;
agricuiture, food production, and
rural Jard use; industrialization
and economic devalopmeant;

and cities and uran land use,

Maps are used to represent and
identify spatiz| patterns and
processes at different scales.

Types of maps include reference PE MC #41
maps {e.g,, physical and political

maps) and thematic maps (e.g..

charopleth, dot, graduated

symbaol, isoline, cartogramy}.

All map projections {e.g.,
Mercator, polar) inevitably distort
spatial relationships (e.g.. shape,
area, distanca, direction).

Mathamatical formuias and graphs
are used to analyze rates of natural
ingrease in poputation, population
doubling time, rank-size rule for
cities, and distance-dacay functions.

Return to the Table of Contenis
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AP Human Geography

Course Description, Effective Fall 2015

Enduring
Understandings
(Students wHl
understand that ...}

Learning Objectives
{Studants will be
aghle o ...}

Essential Knowledge Examples or
{Students will kngw that ...} Rasources

L. Gesgraphical skidis
aravitde @ feundation
fur analyzing

workd paterns

and procasses,

forimirraad)

£ 2015 The College Board

Use and interpret
geographic models,

Geographers use models

a3 generalizations {o think
systematically about topics such as
{and use {e.g., vonThinan model,
Latin American city model}, industrial
location {a.g., Waber modei}, and

the distribution of settlernents {a.g.,
Christaller’s eentral place theoryl.

Use concepts such
as space, place, and
region {o examing
geographic issues.

Interpret pattarns
and processes at
different scales.

Geographical issues include
problems related to human—
envirgnmental interactions {e.g.,
sustainable agricultural; conflict
and cooperation among countries
{e.qg., Europaan Union); and
planning and puhblic-policy decision
making {e.g., pronatafist poiicies).

Patterns and processes at
different scales reveal variations
in and different interpreiations
of data (e.q., age—sex pyramids,
population dansity).

Define region as a
cancept, identify
world regions,
and understand
regionalization
HOCRSSES,

Regions are defined on the basis of
ane ar more unifying characteristics
{e.q., corn hekt} or on patterns of
activity {e.g., hinterlands of ports}).

Types of regians inchude formal,
functionat, and perceptual.

World regions are defined for this
coursg by the maps in the course
curricubum section of the AP Human
Geography Course Oescription.

World regions may overlap
{e.g., Southeast Asia and Asia)
and piten have transitional
boundaries {e.g., North Africa
and Sub-Saharan Africa).

Explain and evaluate
the regionalization
process.

scale {2.4., Quebec).

Regicnal thinking is applied at

Regionalism refers to a groups 2006 ME #30

perceived idantification with
a particular region at any

PBzourm o the Table of Contents
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AP Human Geography

Course Description, Effective Fall 2015

Endining
Understandings Leaming Objectives
(Students wili {Students will be Essential Knowledge Examples or
understand that ...) able to ... {Students will know that ...} Resources
L. Gengraphice! siilis Analyze changing Interconnactions among PE MC
arovidds a foundaton interconnections places include axchanges af #14, #18
among places, natural resources, agricultural
commedities, finished products,
Fnid processss. services, people, information,
(comtined) maoney, and poliutants,
D. Geospatial Use and interpret Geospatial technologies inctude FE MC #3
technologies increase geaspatial data, geographic information systams
the capability for {GIS), satellite navigation systems
gathering and {a.0., global positioning system),
analyzing geagraphic ramaots sensing, and online
infermation with mapping and visualizaiion.
appﬁcaticns tc P L P e T R T e e R E e e § e e S d s B PP TR
evaryday life. Geospatial data (e.g., census PE MC #4
data, satellite imagery} iz used
at all scales for personal {a.g.,
navigation}, business {e.g.,
marketing), and govarnmental {e.q.,
environmental planning) purposes.
E. Field exparisnces Usa guantitative Data may be gathsarad in the fisld PE MC #68
cantinue ta ba and gualitative by organizations {e.g., census
impartant means of geographic data. data) or by individuals {e.q.,
gatharing gecgraphic interviews, surveys, photography,
information and data, informal observations).
Cuantitative and qualiative PE MC #59

geographic datas are used in
economic, anvirenmental, political,
and social decision making.

£ 2015 The Coliege Board
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AP Human Geography

I1. Population and Migration

Course Description, Fffective Fall 2015

Encduring
Understandings
{Students wilt {eaming Objectives Essential Knowladge Examples or
undarstand that ..} {Students are able to ...} (Students will know that ...) Resources
A Knowledge of the Analyze the Factors that explain patterns 2006 MC &8
geocgraphic patterns distribution of of population distribution FRE
and characteristics of human populations vary according to the scale of
human pogpulations at different scales. analysis {i.e., local to global).
facilitates -
understanding of Physical factors {e.g.. climate, land 2DGE MC
cultural, political, forms, water badies} and human #18, #28
economic, and factors {a.g., cultural, economic,
urban systems. histarical, political) influence
the distribation of population.
Use population The three methods for calculating PE MC #37
density to explain papuiation density are arithmetic,
the ralationship physiclogical, and agricuttural.
hetween paople and
the environment.
Explain the Population distribution and
tmplications dansity influance pelitical,
of population scanomic, and social pracesses
distributions and te.g., redistricting, provision of
densities. services such as medical care}.
Population distribution and density 2006 MLC
impact the environment and natural  #44, 474
resources {e.g., carrying capacity),
Population distribution and
density affect the naed for
infrastructure {£.4., housing) and
urban services {e.qg., sanitation),
Analyze population Age, sex, and ethnicity are FE MIT 47
composition. elements of population PRB

composition that may be mapped

Papulation pyramids are used to

2403 FRC #3

project population growth and 2004 FRO #3
decling and to predict marketis
for goods and :ervices. 2006 MC
#17, #32
200 FRO #3
PE MC #8
2 2015 The CeBege Board Beturn o tiie Table of Tontenss 26
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Course Description, Effective Fall 2015

Enduring
Understandings
{Students will
understand that ...}

Learning Objactives

(Students are able to ...)

B. Populations grow
and detline over
time and spaca.

Explain contamparary
and historieal trends
in population grawth
and decline.

Interpret and apply
theories of population
growth and decline.

Evaluate various
nationat and
international
population policies.

Analyze reasons for
changas in fartility
ratas in different
parts of the world.

Explain the causes
and implications of
an aging population.

of changing death ratas.

anaiyze population change
and its consequences,

Essential Knowledge Examples ar

(Studants will know that ...} Resources

Demagraphic factors that determine  PRB

population growth and decline are

fartility, montality, and migration.

Rates of natural increase and PE MC #2959

populaiion-doubling times arg FRA

used to explain popeiation

growth and decline.

Social, cultural, political, and

economic factors influence fartility,

mortality, and migration rates.

The demograghic transition madel 2006 MC #49

may he used fo explain popuiation 2010 FRQ #3
h er time and space.

crange ov e PE MC #50

Malthusian theory is used 1o 2011 FRG #2

The epidemiclogic
transition explaing ¢auses

Types of population policies
inciude thoss that promata or
restrict papulation growth {e.g.,
pranatalist, antinatalist),

Changing social values and
access to education, employment,
hiealth care, and contraception
have raduced fartility rates in
most parts of the world.

PE MC #22

Changlng social, ecanomic, and
poditical roles for women have
infiuenced the patierns of fertility,

morality, and migration.

Population aging is influencad
by binth and death rates
and life expactancy.

20408 FRQ #2

2013 FRO #2

An aging popuiation has social
{e.g., retirement), economic {e.g.,
dependency ratio), and political
(e.g., voting patterns) implications.

2013 FRQ #2

PE MC #62

B 2015 The Cellege Board
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AP Human Geography

Course Description, Effective Fall 2015

Enduring

Understandings

{Students will Learning Objectives Essential Knowledge Examples or
understand that ..} {Students are able to ...} {Students will know that ...} Resources
C. Causes and Explain how push and Push and pulf factors can be 2003 FRQ #3
consequences pull factars contribute cultural {s.g., religious freadom), 2005 FRO 22
of migratian are to migration. demographic (2.g., unbalanced sex PE MC #10

influenced by culturel,
demographic,
seonomic,
environmantal, and
palitical factors,

ratias, overpopHation], econamic
{e.g., jobs]), environmental
{e.g.. natural disasters), or

Push factors are often negative

{e.g., poor aconarmic conditions, 2012 FROL 43
tf; » whil 1 r

warfara), while pull factors arg PE MC #74

oftan perceived as positive
{e.g., a better quality of {ife,
economic opportunities).

Apply the concepts of
forced and voluntary
migration to historical
ahd contemporary
examples.

Analyze major
historical migrations.

2006 MC

Analyze the
cultural, ecenamic,
environrantal, and
political conseguencas
of migration.

Forced migrations include

those involving refugees, #8, #10
imtarnally displaced persons,

and asylum seekers.

Yelgntary migrations may be 2006 FRO #1
transnational, intarnal, chain, 2008 FRQ #2
step, and rural to urban,

Ao ane e PE MC #45
Patterns of voluntary and forced 2008 FRQ #2
migration may ba affacted by
distance and physical features.

Major historical migrations nclude 2005 FRQ #2
forced migration of Africans to PE MC &75
tha Americas, immigration waves

te the U.5., and emigratian from

Europe and Asia 1o colonies abroad.

Governmanis institute policies to

encourage or restrict migration.

Migration has conseguences 2006 MC #48
{e.g., remittances; spread of 2017 FHO 43

languages, religions, innovations,
diseases} for areas that generate
or receive migrants,

28 £ 2015 The Collegs Beard
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AP Human Geography Course Description, Effactive Fall 2015

{H. Cultural Patterns and Processes

Enduring
tnderstandings
{Students will Leamning Objectives Essential Knowledge Examples or
undarstand that ...} {Students are able to ...} {Students will know that ...} Resources
A Cancepts of cultars Explain the concept Culture i3 comprised of the PE MC #47
frame the shared of culture and identify shared practices, technologies,
behaviors of a society.  cultural traits. attitudes, and behavicers
transmittad by a soclety.
Cultural traits are individual
slements of culture and include
such things as food preferences,
architecture, and land use,
Explain how Geographers use maps and the 2009 FRO #1
geographers assess spatial perspective to analyze
the spatial and and assess language, raligion,
place dimensicns of sthnigity, and gender,
cultural groups in the
past and present,
Explain how Communicatian techrologies 2007 FRQ #2
globalization is {e.g., the Intarnet} are reshaping
influencing culbtural and accelerating interactions
interactians among people and places and
and change. changing cultural practices
{e.g., use of English, loss of
indigenous languages).
B. Culture varies by Explain cultural Ragional patterns of language, 2002 FRO 2
place and region. patterns and raligion, and ethnicity contributa 2006 MC #71
landscapes as to a sense of place, enhance
they vary by place place making, and shape the PE MC#15
and regien. global cultural landscape.
Language patterns and distributions  PE MC #2,
can be rapresentad on maps, H43, ¥B5
charts, and language trees,
Religious patterns and 2008 FRQO #1
distributions can be represented PE MC
on maps and charts, #24, #58
Ethnicity and gender reffect 2002 FRQ #3
culural attitudes that shape the
usa of spacs {e.g., women in the
workforce, ethnic neighborhoods).
Language, religion, sthnicity, 2002 FRQ #2

and gender are essential to
understanding landscapes symbalic
of cultural identity {2.q., signs,
architecturs, sacred sites).

© 2015 The Ucllege Beard Faoturn to the Takdie of Contents

2929



:
3
i

AP Human Geography

C'ourss Peszeription, Effective Fall 2015

Eaduring
Understandings
{Students will
understand that ...)

Leaming Objectives

{Students ars able 1o ...}

Essential Knowledge
{Students will know that ...}

Exampiles or
Resources

8. Cubre varies by
nisce and region.

{ooatinuadg]

Explain the diffusion
of culture ang
cultural traits through
time and spaca,

Types of diffusion include
expansion {contagious, hiararchical,
stimulus} and relocation,

Language families, languages,
dialects, world religions, athnic
cultures, and gender roles
diffuse from cubtural heasths,
rasulting in interactions between
lgcal and global forces that

lead to new forms of cuftural
expression (e.g., lingua franca),

Colonialism, imperialism,

and trade helpad io shape
patterns and practices of culture
{e.g., tanguage, religion}.

Acculturation, assimilation, and
mubkticokturalism are shaped
by the diffusion of culture.

2006 MC

#11, #68
2007 FRQO #2

Compare and
contrast ethnic

and universalizing
religicns and their
geographic patterns.

Explain how culture
is expressed in
[andscapes #nd how
land and resourge
usSe represarnis
cultural identity,

Ethric religions {a.g., Hinduism,
Judaism) are generally found
near the hearth or spread
through relecation diffusion,

Universalizing religions {e.q..
Christianity, 1slam, Buddhism)
are spread thraugh expansion
and relocation diffusion.

2006 MC
#36, #59

20068 MC

#36, #38

Gultural land=capss are
arnalgamations of physical
features, agricultural and
industrial practices, religious
and linguistic characteristics,
and ather expressions of
culiure {g.g., architecture),

Compare and contrast

poputar and fojk
culture and the
geagraphic patterns
associated with each.

Folk culture origins are usuaily
anonymous and reoted in tradition
and are ofian found in rural or
isolated indigenous eammunities,

2002 FRO #2

2066 MC #31

2008 MC

#5, #19

Popular culture origing are
often urban, changeabie,
and Influenced by media.

#34

PE MC

% 2015 The Cellvge Board
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AP Human Geography

V. Political Organization of Space

Course Description, Effective Fall 2015

Enduring
Undarstandings
{Students will
understand that ...}

Learning Objectives

{Students are able to ...

Essential {nowledga Examples or
{Students will know that ,..) Resources

A.The contemporary
political map has
baen shaped by
events of the past.

Explain the structure
of the cantsmporasy
political map,

Explain the evelution
of the contemporary
political map.

Evaluate the
geapolitical forces
that influence the
contemnporary
political map.

Indapendant states are the 2006 MC #12
primary building blacks of

the world political map.

Types of political entities include
nations, states, nation-states,
statetess nations, multinational
states, rmultistate natians,

and autonomous regions,

The concapt of the modern 2002 FRQ #1
nation-stata began in Europe. P MC #12

Cojonialism and impaerialism
led 1o the spread of nationalism
and infleenced contempeorary
political boundaries.

Indepandanca mavemants
and democratization have
shaped the political map since
the end of Warld War il

The fall of Communism
ended the Cold War, led to the
creation of newly independent
statas, and changed the
world balance of power.

H. Spatial political
patterns reflect
ideas of territariality
and power at a
variaty of scalas.

© 2013 The Cellege Beard

Explain the concepts
of political power
and territeniality.

Political power is expressed
geographically as contro| gver
people, land, and resources
{e.g., heartland, rimiand,

and arganic theories).
Territariality is the connection of
people, their culture, and their
sconamic systems to the land.

Patin to the Table of Contenss
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AP Human Geography

Course Description, Effactive Fall 2015

Enduring
Understandings
[Stdents will
understand that ...}

Leaming Objectives

{Students ara able 1 ...}

Essential Knowledge
{Studsnis will know that ...}

Examplas or
Resources

real

5. Spatial po

|afgEdriig ¢ HIGaE

Hariaiity and

st powear at a

of sealkey.

Evaluate the nature
and function of
international and
internal boundaries.

Boundaries are defingd, delimited,
demarcatad, and administerad,

International boundaries establish
the limits of soveraignty and

can bea the saurce of disputes.

Houndaries can influence
identity and promote ar
prevent international or internal
interactions and exchanges.

The Law of the Sea has
anabled states to extend their
boundaries offshore, which
sometimes results in conflicts.

2012 FRQ A1

PE MC #73

PE MC #67

Voting distrieis, redistricting,
and gerrymandering influence
the resuits of elections

gt various scales.

Analyze the spatial
relatipnships between
political systems and
patiemns of cubture
agnd sconomy,

Palitical boundaries do not
glways coincide with patterns
of language, religion, ethnicity,
mationality, and economy,

2006 MC #22

214 FRQ #2
PE MC #45

Compare and contrast
forms of governance.

Describe patterns of
tocal and metropotitan
governance.

Forms of goverrnance include
unitary states [centralized

government} and federal states,

Pawers of the subdivisions of
states vary according 1o the form
of governance [e.g., the Unitad
States and Switzerland as federal

states, France as a unitary state).

State morphology le.q., compact,
elengated, perforated, fragrmeanted,
prorupted states} has acanamic,
pelitical, and social implications.

PE MC #36

2008 MC #20

PE MC #31

Lotal and metropolitan forms of
governance {e.g., municipalities,
school districts, regional planning
commissions} are subnational
political units that have varying
degrees of local control.

iz T 2015 The College Board
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AP Human Geography Clourse Description, Effective Fall 2015

Enduring

Understandings

{Students will Leamning Objectives Essantial Knowledge Examples ar
understand that ...} {Students are able to ...} (Students will knaw that ...} Resources
C.The forces of Explain how the Soma forcas that may 2005 FRQ #1
globatization ehallenge  political, economic, lead to sapranationalism 2006 MG
contamporary cuitural, and incjude economies of scale, #21, $28, #75
political-territarial technological elements  trade agreements, military

arrangements. of globalization afliances, and transnational

challenge stats snvirsnmental challsnges.
SDVBrEiQI'Il\L S PSPPI T Tt
Supranationalism is expressed PE M #52
in the creation of multinational
arganizations (e.g., UN, NATO,
EL), ASEAN, MAFTA}.

Some Tarces that may {ead
to devolution of states
include physical geography.,
ethnic separatism, terrorism,
economic and sacial
problerns, and irredentism.

Develution is exprassed in the
fragmentation of states into
autonomuous regions {e.g., Nunavut,
Mative American reservations!,
subnetional political-territorial units
{e.g., Spain, Balgium, Canadaj,

ot Balkanization {e.g., former
Yugoslavia, the Caucasus).

Advances in communication 2005 FRO #1
technology have facifitatad

devolution, supranatignalizem,

and democratization.

Apply the concepts Centrifugzl forces can criginate in 20086 MC #5656

of centrifugal and political dimensions le.g., majority! 2005 FRO #3

centripetal farces at minarnity relationships, armed

the national scale. conflicts), economic dimensions 2010 FRQ #2
{8.9., uneven developmant], or PE MC

cuftural dimensions (a.g., statefess #49, #61
nations, ethnic movements),

Centripetal forces can originate PE MC #24
in political dimensions {e.g.,

national identity}, econoriic

dimensions [e.g., equitable

infrastructure development), or

cultural dimensions {e.g., linguistic,

religious, and ethnic similarities).
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Course Dascription, Effective Fall 2015

V. Agriculture, Food Production, and Rural Land Use

Enduring

Understandings

{Students will Leaming Objectives Essential Knowledge Examples or
understand that ...} {Students are able to ...} {Students will know that ...) Aasources
A.The development ldentify major centers Early hearths of domestication 2006 MC #5

of agricuiture led

to widespraad
giteration af the
natural environment.

of domestication of
plants and animals

of plants and animals include PE MC
Sauthwest Asia le.g., the

#17 418
and patterns of Fartile Crescent}, Southeast
diffusion in the first Asia, and the Americas.
{Naolithic) agricultural
revalution. Patterns of diffusion {e.g.,
Columbian Exchange) resulted
in the globalization of various
plants and animals,
Explain the connection  Agriculiural regiens are influsnced PE MC #46
between physical by the natural environment {&.g.,
geography and climate, soifs, landfarms).
ag ric“ltural practices- L P
Fopuiations aiter the landacape 2006 MC #34
le.g., terraces, irrigation,
deforestation, draining wetlands)
to increase foad production,
Explzin the advances New technalogy and increased
and impacts of the food production led to better
second agricubtural diet, funger life, and mora peoples
revolution. availabie for work in factories.
Analyza the The Green Revolution began with 2001 FRQ #1
consequeances of the the development of high-yield 2006 MC #4

Green Revelution
an food supply and
the environment.

seeds (e.g., rice, whaat, maize),
resulting in the increased use of
chemical and mechanized farming,

Fositive consequences of the Green
Revalution incfude increased food
production and a relative reductian
in hunger at tha global scale.

MNegative cansagquances of
the Green Revolution include
gnvironmental damage
resufting from irrigaticn and
chemical use (e.q., pesticides,
herbicides, fertilizers} and the
cost of technology and seeds.

34 % 2015 The College Board
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Course Description, Effective Fajl 2015

Enduring
Understandings
{Students will
understand that ...}

Learning Objectivas

{Students are able t¢ ...}

Essential Knowiedge
{Students will know that ...}

Examples or
Resources

B. Major agricultural
ragions reflact
physical geography

and economic forces.

Identify agricultural
producticn regions
associated with major
bioclimatic zones,

Arnalyze tha economic
forces that infiuence
agricultural practices.

Plant and animal production is
dapendent an climatic conditions,
inciuding spattal variations in
temperature and rainfail.

Saome agricultural regions

are associated with particular
bioclimatic zones le.g.,
Meditarranean, shifting agriculturs,
pastoral normadismi.

Agricultural production ragions

are defined by the extent ta
which they reflect subsistence or
commercial practices, or intensive

Intensive farming practices
includa market gardening,
plantation agriculture, mixed

2066 MC
#41, #66

2012 FRQ #2

FE MC #1,
#27 #32,

#33, #70

2008 MC #2
PE MC #40

Extensive farming practices
incfude shifting cultivation,
nomadic herding, ranching, eic.

Expiain the spatial

PE MC #53

2009 FRO #3

Large-seale commearcial
arganization of large- agricultural operations are
scale commercial replacing smal family farms.
agriculture and g
agribusiness. The transformation of agriculiure 2006 MC #70
inta large-scala agribusiness has
rasubtad in complax commaoadity
chains linking production and
consumption of agricuitural products.
Techaglogical impravements 2006 MC #27
have changed the economies of
scale in the agricultural sector.
Explain the Food is part of a giobal supply 2014 FRO #3
intardependence chain; products from less PE MC #57

among regions of
food production
and consumption.

devetoped low-latitude regions
{e.g., coffee, bananast are
oftan consumed globally.

Patterns of global foad
distribution are affacted by
political systems, infrastructure,
and patierns of world trade.

D 20158 The Collage Buard
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Course Description, Effactiva Fall 2015

Enduring
Understandings
{Students will
understand that ...}

C. Settlement patterns
and rural land use
are reflected in the
cultural landscape.

D. Changes in
food production
and consumption
present challanges
and oppartunities.

36 T 2015 The College Buard

Learmning Objectivas Esssntial Knowledge Exampies or
{Students arg abie to ...} (Students will know that ... Resources
Idantify rural Rural settiement patterns PE MC #851,
settlement pattarns. are classified as clustered, #57 k63
dispersed, or lingar,
Compare and contrast  Von Thinen’s model helps 2008 FRQ #1
the [and use zonas of ta explain rural land use by
vonThiinen's model. emphasizing the impornance of
transportation costs associated
with distange from the market.
Analyre the Von Thanen's model helps explain 2007 FRQ #1
application of von the contemporery distribution PE MC #64
Thinen's land use of agricultural regions {e.g.,
model to agricuttural dairy, horticulture, wheat).
production in the
real world. Regions of spactalty farming {e.g.,
South Florida, California’s Central
Valley} do not always conform g
von Thadnen's concentric rings.
Evaluate the Environmenta! systems are affected
anvirgnmental by land use/land cover change
conseguences of {e.g., frrigation, desertification,
agricubtural practices, deforestation, weatiand destruction,
consarvation efforts).
Expiain issuas related Agricultural innovations {a.g.,
to the changing nature  biotechnolagy, genetically
of contempaorary modified organisms, organic
agriculture. farming, aquacultura} have
rasulied in engoing debates
over environmental, cultural,
and health impacts,
Environmental issues related to
agriculture incfude sustainability,
soii degradation, reduction
in bicdiversity, ovargrazing,
river and aquifer depletian,
animal wastes, and extensive
fertitizer and pasticide use.
Paiterns of food production and PEMC #16

consumption are influenced
by food-choice issues (e.g.,
wrganic farming, value-added
speciakty eraps, fair trade,
local-food movements).
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Course Dascription, Effective Fall 20115

Enduring
Undarstandings
(Students will
understand that ...}

Leaming Ohjectives
{Students are able to ...}

Essential Knowledge
{Students will knowy that ...}

Examples ar
Resources

D. Thanges in
food produstion
and consumpiion

[nagaets]

t chaflangas

and apronunibeg,

fepntisied]

Explain issues related
to the |ocation of food-
preduction facilities,

Factors affecting the location
of foed-processing facilities
include markeis, economias
of scale, transportatian,

2004 FRO #2
2006 MC #33

role of women in
food production
and consumption.

Tha rols of women in food
procuction has changed (e.g.,
food gathering, farming,
managing sgribusiness),

The role of womsen has changed the
types of food a family consumes
and the way food is preparsd.

0 2015 The College Board
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Course Description, Effective Fall 201%

V1. Industrialization and Economic Development

Enduring
Understandings
{Students will
understand that ...}

Learning Ohjectives

(Students are ablz to ...}

Essential Knowledge
{Studants will know that ..}

Examples or
Resources

A.The Industrial
Ravolutian, as it
diffused from its
hearth, facilitated
improvements in
standards of living.

Explain the rala

of the Industrial
Revolution in the
growth and diffusion
of industrialization,

Identify the different
sconarnic sectars.

tise Weber's
model 1o explain
industrial lacation.

Industriatization began in response
te new technologies and was
facilitated by the avallability

of natural resources {e.g.,

water power, coal, iron orel.

The diffusion of industrialization
led to growing populations

and increasad food supplies,
which fread woarkars tp sesk
industrial jobs in cities.

increased industriakization led
to demands for raw materials
and the search for new marksts
and was a factor in tha rise of
colonizlism and imperialism.

The economy consists of
primary, secandary, tertiary,
quatarnary, and quinary sectors.

location emphasized the owner's
desire to minimize transportation
and labor costs and maximize
agglomeration aconomies.

2006 MC #15
PE MC

#20, 466

2006 MC
#23, #39, #40

2010 FRQ #1
2011 FROQ #3

B. Measures of
development are
used to understand
pattarns of social and
sconomic differences
at a variety of scales,

38 B 2015 The College Brard

Expiain social and
BEONOMIC Maasures
of development.

Measures of social and econamic
development include Gross
Mational Incama {GNI) per capita,
sectaral structure of an economy,
income distribution, fertiity rates,
infant mortality rates, access to

Measures of gender inequality
include reproductive health,
indices of empowerment, and
labormarket participation,

The Human Davelopment Index
(HBl} is a cornposita msasura
used to show spatial variation
in levels of development.

2006 MC #7
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Enduring
Understandings
(Students will Learning Objectives Essential Knowledye Examplas or
understand that ...} {Students are able to ...) {Students will know that ...} Aescurces
B. Maasuras of Analyze spatial Modsls like Rostow’s Stages of 2001 FRQL #3
daveloenmant arg patterns of Ecanomic Growth and Wallerstein's SO006 MC #72
Lsed 1 dnderstand economic and social World System Theary help explain
develaprmant. spatial variations in development, 2014 FRQ #1
PE MC #11
PE MC #42
frontiauadl The tLN, Millennium
Development Goals help measure
prograss in development.
In contrast to the periphery and
semiperiphery, the core countries
achiaved dominance through
industrial production of goads.
Evaluate the role of Althaugh thers ara maore
wormen in economic wornen in the workforce, they
develapment and do niot have equity in wages or
gender equity in smployment opportunities,
the Wﬂfkfﬂrce. B il LT T P PP P PP PP P S
Microioans have provided
opportunities for women to create
small local businessas, which have
improved standards of living.
C. Development is a Analyze the causes Complementarity and PE MC ¥39
process that varies and consequences compardtive advantage
across space and tima.  of intarnational estahiish the basis for trade.
wade and growing o bt e
interdependence in International trade and trading 2006 MC
the world ecanomy, ploes [e.g., EU and NAFTA) #14, #42
Rave bacome more important PE MC #68
as a resillt of globalization.
Geographies of interdependance PE MC #35

T 2015 The Cellege Board

in the world economy include
global financial crises, the shift
in manufacturing 1o newly
industrialized countries, imbalances
in consumption patterns, and the
rales of wormnen in the labor force.
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Course Description, Effectiva Fall 2015

Enduring
Understandings
{Students wilt
understand that ...}

l.earning Objectives
(Students are able 1o ...}

Essential Knowledge
{Students will know that ...)

Examples ar
Resources

G Pevelogment s a
Brocess that varies
FUross space and Hma.

forontinuad}

Explain how scenomic
restructuring and
deindustrialization

are transforming

the contemparary
ecenomic landscape.

Cutsourcing and econoemic
restructuring have ledto a
decline in jobs in manufacturing
regions and to the relocation

of a significant segment of the
waorkforce to other areas.

2006 MC #68
PE MC #72

In countries outside the core, the
diffusion of industry has rasulted in
the emargence of the international
division of labar and manufacturing
zones (e.g., magquiladoras, spacial

The contempoerary economic
landscape has been transformed
by the amergence of service
sectars, high technology
industries, and growth pales
{2.g., Silicon Valley and the
Research Triangie in the 11.5.).

2004 FROQ #1
2008 MC #68
2007 FRA#3
PE MC #5

2013 FRO #1
FE MC #50

Government initiatives at
ali scales may help promote
aconomis development.

2006 FRO #2

D, Sustainable
development is a
strategy {0 address
resource depletion
and enviranmental
degradation.

Analyze sustainability
issues related to
industrialization

and development.

Sustainable development
addresses Issues of natural
rasource deplation, mass
censumption, the costs and effects
af polivtion, and the impact of
climate change, as well as issuas
of human hezlth, well-being, and
social and econamic equity,

Eeotourism is a sirategy used by
some gountries 10 help protect the
environment and generate jobs.

PE MC #13

2{06 MC #53

£ 2015 The Cellege Board
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Vil. Cities and Urban Land Use

Course Description, Effective Fall 2015

Enduring
Understandings
{Students will Learning Objectives Essential Knowledge Examples or
understand that ...) (Students are ahle to ...} {Students will know that ...} Resources
A.Thae form, function, £xplain the factors Site and situation influence 2006 MC 434
and siza of urban that initiate and drive the origin, function, and
sattlaments arg urbanization and growth of cities.
constantly changlng. suburbanization. B :
Transportation and communication 2013 FRQ #3
have facilitated urbanization PE MC #51
{a.q., Burchert's epochs of urban
growth} and suburbanizatian,
Improvemeants in agriculture 2001 FRQ #2
and transportation, populatian PE MC 856
growth, migration, economic
development, and government
policies influance urbanization.
World cities function at tha top 2006 MC #13
of the warld's urban hisrarchy
and drive globalization,
Megacitias are rapidly increasing
ir countries of the periphery
and semiperipheny.
Meagacities and worid cities 2009 FRQ #2
EXPErience economic,
social, political, and
environmentsl chaitenges.
B. Models help to Apply models to Madels that are useful for 2003 FRQ #1
undarstand the axplain the hierarchy explaining the distribution and size 4506 pc #37,
distribution and and interaction of cities include the rank-size rule, #43, #60
size of cities. patterns of urban the lawr of the primate city, and
seftlements. Christaller’s cantral place thecry. 20 FRQ #
PE MC

The gravity model is useful
in explaining interactions
among networks of cities.

H23, #4d

L 2615 The College Board
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AP Human Geography Cuoiirse Dascription, Effective Faill 2015

Enduring
Understandings
{Students will Learning Objectives Essentiat Knowledge Examples or
understand that ...) {Students are able to ...} {Students wiil know that ...} Resourcas
C. Models of internal Explain the mods|s Classic modesis that are usefu! 2006 MC #35
city structure and of internal city for exgplaining the internal 2006 MC #73
urhan development strecture and urban structures of cities and urban
provide a framawork development. davelopment are the Burgess
for urkan analysis. concentric-zone model, the Hoyt
sector modsl, and the Harris--
Ullman multipie-nuclat modal.
The galactic city madel is 2002 FROQ #3
usefud for explaining internal PE MC #9
:a structures and urban devalopmant
i within enetropoliten areas.
World-regional models {e.g., Latin PE MC #30
America, Africa) are useful {with
limitations| for explaining land
use and urban development,
D. Built landscapes Anglyze residential Residential buildings and patterns PE MC #55
and social space land use in terms of of land use reflect a city’s culture,
reflect the attitudes low-, medium-, and technologicat capabilities, and
and valuss of a kigh-dansity housing. ‘cyclas of development.

Evaluate the Economic developmant and PE MC #63
infrastructiere of cities, interconnection within a
metropolitan area are dependent
upon the location and guaiity
of infrastructura {e.q., public
transportation, airports, roads,
communication systams,
water and sewer systems).

Explain the planning Sustainable design initiatives PE MC #26
and design issues and inciude walkable mixed-use

political organization comymarcial and residential

of urban areas. argas and smart-growth

policies {e.g., new urbanism,
greenbelts, slow-growth cities].

Functional and gecgraphic
fragmentation of govarnments
prasents challenges in
addressing urban issuas.

Analyze the Cuantitative information about 2004 FRQO #3

demographic a ¢ity's popuiation is provided

COMpPasition by census and survey data.
and population SO S
characteristics of cities  Qualitative data from field
using guantitative studies and narratives provide
and qualitative data. information about individual
attitudes toward urban change.
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Course Description, Effective Fall 2015

Enduring
Understandings
{Students will
understand that ...

Leamning Objectives

{Students are able to ...}

Essential Knowledga
{Studants will know that ...}

Examples or
Resourzes

£. Urban areas face
aconomic, social,
patitical, cuftural,
and environmantaj
challenges.

Evaluste problams
and solutions
assaciated with
grawth and declina
within urban areas,

Evaluata problems

associated with
urban sustainability.

Ecanamic and social problems
associated with the growth and
decling of urban communities
include housing and insurance
discrimination, housing
affardability, access to food
stores and public services,
dizsamenity zones, zonas of

abandonment, and gentrifization,

2005 FRQ #3

Land use and environmental
problems associated with the
growth and decline of urban
communities include suburban
sprawlf, sanitation, air and
water quality, remediation

and redevelopmant aof brown
fialds, farmland protection,
and anergy use.

2006 MC
#50, #58

PE MC
#38, #4B
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AP Human Geography Course Description, Effective Fall 2015

Course Instruction

AP Human Geography may be taught as either a semester or yearlong course; most
schools choose the yearlong model. The timeframe, of course, will influence the
instructional approach (e.g., project oriented, student centered, direct instruction}
and pacing used to teach the course.

Teachers should emphasize geography as a field of inquiry rather than
concentrating on memorization of concepts and terms, Students should have
opportunities to experience geography through real-woerld situations, inciuding field
studies, data collection and analysis, current events, and theme-based projects.

AP courses feature college-level curricula and may require extra time on the part
of the tsacher for research and preparation of instraction, student support, and
reviewing student assignments, Instruction in an AP Human Geography cotrse
should address complez reading, thinking, and questioning skilis. Students should
be expected to apply the course content to real-world examplss through extensive
reading, researching, analyzing, and writing at the lavel of an intraductory collage
course,

Students in AP Human Geography vary by grade, age, and ability (e.q., variations
in academic strengths or weaknesses or differences due to English as a first varsus
second language), so instruction will also vary based on thoss differences. Students
who have limited experience studying the histories and social sciences, particularly
world or regional geography, may need more background information and support
in understanding issues related to AP Human Geography themes such as world
political relationships, migration, and urbanization.

Ways to Organize Instruction

The AF Human Geography course emphasizes the importance of geography as

a field of inquiry, To facilitate better understanding of life on Earth, the course
introducas students to the importance of spatizal organization: the location of places,
people, and events; environmental relationships; and connections between places
and across landscapes. This course description provides an overview of the content
te be taught in the course, but neither it nor any single textheok should dictate the
sequence in which the curmicular components are taught,

The AP Human Geography Curriculum Articulation provides curricular and
instructional guidance through enduring understanding statements, lsarning
objectives, and essential knowledge statements. Teachers may use this framework
to construct challenging instructional units or modules that connect and reinforce
the concepts of the AP Human Geography curriculum.

Ingtruction sheuld focus on student understanding and application of the curricular
concepts as cutlined in the curriculum articulation, making connections within

and across units. Topics within a unit, such as the topics of population growth or
declina in the Population and Migration unit, are repeated or expanded upon in
other units {a.q., Cultural Patterns and Processes, Citias and Urban Land Usea, and

& 2015 The Cobege Board Fewurn to thie Takie ol Lontenis
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AP Human Qeagraphy Course Description, Effectiva Fall 2015

Industrialization and Economic Development). To repeat, the order of the units in
the course description does not dictate the order in which they should be addressed
or taught. For exampie, although the measures of development are addressed in
the Industrialization and Econemic Development unit, teachers may choose to
begin with another unit and introduce those measures early in the instruction and
make connections to them throughout the course. This scaffnlding, or structured
repstition of concepts, provides students multiple interactions with the curricular
content to reinforce their understanding of it.

Goed pacing should provide adecuate time for instrustian, projscts, field studies,
assessments, and review; it will vary based on whether the course is taught in

a semester or a whoale academic yeas, or on a traditional or block class schedula.
Creating a syllabus and/er calendar to address the contant outlined in the course
description will help to alloecate appropriate time to address all of the course content
and still allow tima for review prior to the AP Human Geography Exam,

Instructional Strategies

In deciding on an instructional approach, teachers should considar their own
pedagogical strengths and the age and ability of the students, The coursea offers
teachers the fresdom and flexibility to tailor ingtruction to the needs of their
students, The themes and key concepts of AP Human Gsography are intended
to provide the foundational knowledge for future college level work, and as such,
ingtruction should be rigorous and challenging for students,

Breoad geographic trends (e.g., population growth or decline) and global processes
{e.g., globalization) are important to ths study of AP Human Geography. Collecting,
recording, and analyzing data helps students identify current and predict future
geographic trends.

Students should apply critical thinking skills in assessing data from sources, such as
the Population Reference Bureau or the U5, Census. They can also use field studies
as a means of gathering data.

Instruction should include opportunities for students to conduct research. Such
ressarch might focus on the ways food is produced, how a sense of place is created
through local landmarks and businesses, or how census data provides a means

for urban planning. Providing students opportunities to actively use geographic
principles reinforces the connections among those principles and students’ lives and
communities. Students can work collahoratively to design and create projects that
utilize geographic phenomena and the results of data collection, field studies, or
models. For sxampie, students could collect data from PRB's Warld Population Data
Sheset (http://mww.prh.org/Publications/Datasheets/2014/2014-world-population-
data-sheet/data-sheet.aspx) to predict population growth or decline, or they could
visit a local supermarket to identify imported foods and then map the extent of
globalized focd chains,

Wtilizing complex geographic models helps students understand how geographers
study and apply geographic data to evaluate and preclict spatial relationships.
Students should be able to understand and apply geographic medels to real-wozrld
situations. For example, studenis might use a local or regional map to discover if tha
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AP Human Geography

Course Description, Effective Fall 2015

geographic distribution of villages, towns, and cities of Christaller's central place
theory applies to their region,

Finaily, providing instruction on reading, writing, note taking, discussions, and
presentation skills will facilitate student leaming. Discussions in AP Human
Geography can provide students with opportunities to view the course content

in varied ways, clarify questions, and challenge assumptions. Discussion of
controversial issues offers students an opportunity to read, collect, and crganize
information to support their arguments. Thesze discussions can take the form of
discussion groups, Socratic seminars, debates, shared inquiry, or group debriefing.
The following table lists some common strategies for ¢classroom discussion.

Strategy

Puspose

Description -

Socratic Seminar

To raise clarifying questions that help
students arrive at @ new understanding;

challenge assumptions; probe

perspective and point of view; questicn

facts, reasons, and evidence; ar

examine implications and cutcomes.

Students ask guestions of
one another in a discussion
focused on a topie, essential
guestion, or selected taxt.
Tha questions initiate a
conversation that continues
with a series of responses
and additional guestions.

Bebate

To facilitate student coliectian
and pral presentstion of evidence

supporting the affirmative and negative

arguments of a proposition or issue.

Jigsaw

Fishbow)

Students present an informal or
farmal argument that defends

a claim with reasans, while
others defend different claims
about the same topic or issua.
The goal is to debate ideas
without attacking the people
who dafend those ideas,

To facilitate student summarization
and presentation of information in
a way that promotes understanding
of an issue or text {or muktiple texts)
without having each student read
the text in iis entirety; by teaching
athars, students becoms axpearts.

Each student in a group reads a
diferent text or different passage
from a single taxt, taking an

the role of "expert” on what

was read. Students share the
information from that reading
with students from other groups
wha read the same text and then
reture 1o their original groups

to share their new knowledge,

To engags students in a formal
discussion that allows them to
experience the rales of both
participant and active listener;
students also have tha responsibility
of supparting their opinions and
respanses using specific evidence,

A small group of students
forms an inner circle and
models appropriats discussion
technigques, while an outer
circle of students listens,
responds, and svaluatas.

a6 @ 2015 The College Board
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Strategy Purpase Description

Shared Inquiry To lead students in a deep discussion Students read a provocative
of a taxt and encourage a diversity text and are asked intarpretive
of idess to amerge as students think quastions {for which there are no
deeply and share interpretatians. predetermined "right” answers}.

Studerits who offer different

responses debate one another,
supperting their positions with
specific evidancs from the text,

Biscusslon Group To help students gain new undarstandmg Students engage in an
of orinsight into a text or issus by interactive, small-group
listening to muitipls perspectives. discussion, often with an

assigned role {e.g., quastianer,
sumrnarizar, facilitator,
evidence keeperl, to consider
a tapic, text, question, etc.

Debriefing To affirm arsd deepen student Students partlc:pate ina
understanding. teacher-facilitated discussion
that leads to consensus
undersianding or helps students
idantify key conclusions,

Reading for the Course

AP Human Geegraphy students arg expectad to read and intarpret college-lavel
textis and various other published materials. These complex texts may be more
difficult and lengthy than students are accustomed to reading. Students may have
to leamn new ways of raadineg and analyzing texts and must pay careful attention to
new or conten{-specific vocabulary.

Characteristics of the Expected or Necessary Reading

The study of human gecgraphy recuires an understanding of patierns, processes,
and trends in geographic pheromena. Therefors, AP Human Geography students
should ba abis to recognize and interpret data. They must make connections among
geographic phenomena and be able to analyze the implications of the data for past,
present, and future change. This process challenges studants to reflect on and
interact with tesxts,

AP Human Geography students will be expected to evaluate and challenge written
materials (e.¢., hews articles, journals, editorials) by analyzing the content and

its context, identifying biases, and questioning the source of the cantent in the
reading. Doing so requires students o be active readers —— thinking, questioning,
and connecting the content in order to construct an in-depth understanding of the
material.
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4747




48

AP Human Geography Course Description, Effective Fall 2015

Reading geography texts means reading more than just words, The spatial nature
of human geography requires students to be versatile readers who connect graphic
content with the text.

AP Human Geography students should be abile to read and intermpret maps, graphs,
charts, and photographs, since many geographic concepts are presented spatially in
such formats. These important elements of reading should not be ignored.

Types of Texts Appropriate for the Course

No single textbook covers the complate AP Human Geography curriculum as
described in this course description. The rapid grewth of the course has fostered
the development of several textbooks, and each hag its strangths and deficiencias.
Teachers should carefully review texthooks before adoption, A camparison of a text
with the AP Human Geography Course Description will identify curriculwn topics
not addressed by that text. Teachers can then address these topics through direct
ingtruction, directed research, or other assigned readings. It is helpful if teachers
obtain and consult multipie collegiate texthooks for the introductary human
geography course; doing so allows them to better address curricular gaps in the
textbook adopted for the AP Human Geography course,

A number of AP Human Gecgraphy test-prep books have been developed for the
course, While these can serve as revisw for the AP Human Geography Exam, they
should not be used in place of a full tezxtbook for the course.

A list of college-level textbooks appropriate for AP Human Geography can be

found on the AP Course Audit website at hitp://www.collegaboard.com/htmil/
apceourseaundit/courses/human_geography_texthook_list.html Additionally,
reviews of major human geography texts can be found on the AP Buman Geography
online teacher communify, under ths Resources tab, at https://
apcommunity.collegeboard.org/group/aphumangeo/resource-lihrary/,

Vocabulary

Human geography is rich in content-specific vocabulary, Students who have
developed an understanding of gecgraphic terms are better able to comprehend
texts and be sitceessfitl on exams. Therefore, vocabulary instruction is an important
strategy in improving reading comprehension, Many textbooks provide vocabulary
lists or glossaries. Ses “Vocabulary Lists for AP Human Geography Units"” for an
extensive list of geographic terms,

Teaching the vocabulary through direct instruction or studant assignments, prior to
engaging with the new vocabulary in a text, provides students with the ability ta
better comprehend complex readings. Vocabulary resources to help students learn
geography-specific terms might include flash cards, vocabulary images, or online
vocabulary sites. The following are some techniques useful for teaching vocabulary:

Using context clites to infer meaning
Direct instruction within the lesson

Paraphrasing and recording definitions
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Using nonlinguistic representations (e.g., images, symbals} to support memory
Multiple exposures te the vocabulary and meaning

It is important to nota that mere memorization of gecgraphic terms and their
definitions is not sufficient for students’ successful engagement with this
curriculum. Instead, teachers should help students make connections among the
cancepts represented by geographic vocahulary and apply the terms to real-life
examples.

Helping Students with Difficult Reading

Students will find it easier to read, comprehend, and assimilate the more difficult
texts in AP Human Geography if the teacher presents some tachnicues to help
them. Help with pacing and critical reading instruction may be necessary to assist
students with comprehension and retention of reading content. Strategies such

as chunking, doing multiple readings, creating questions and summaries, taking
nates, guided reading, creating graphic organizers, and using ESPN charts will help
students better comprehend complex taxts,

Just as a curricular pacing guide can help teachers structure the course,
students ¢an alsc benefit from a pacing guide to manage their reading and other
assignments. Because this course rerquires students to engage with college-laveal
texts, students may need more time and focus; accordingly, smaller daily reading
assignments may be more beneficial than extended assignments. Frequent

and brief reading assignments allow students more time o focus and reflect on
individual reading passages and analyze the graphic content. More moderate
pacing alse allows time for students to read the text more than once.

Instructional techniqueas that ask the reader to critique the text by analyzing it for
context and meaning in order to evaluate it for its usefulness can help students
become more focused readers. Some techniques for this critical reading include the
following:

Preview the materials by looking at headings, pictures, maps, and graphs.
Connect the topic with prior knowledge,

Place the content into historical and/or cultural context.

Qutline and/or summarize the content,

Reflect on the content to evaluiuate personal reactions and/or biases,
Evaluate the text for credibility and point of view.

Apply the content to new examples or situations,

Younger high school students may need guidance to master questioning strategies
{i.e., questicning the text for aceuracy or identifying bias), evaluate the information
in texts, or apply concepts to new or different reading situations (i.e., applying a
concept to a new set of data),

Younger students also may benefit from techniques such as breaking texts down
into smaller segments (Le., chunking), reading the text more than once, and
responding ta the text with questions and summariag. After reading a “chunk,”
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students can summarize the content and describe what the author is doing {e.g.,
comparing or describing). Students can also create questions about the text or
represent the information in some graphic way. Reading a passage mors than once,
along with these other methods of active reading, help to focus the reader and
facilitate better comprehension and retention of the material.

Students can number the paragraphs of the reading material to facilitate more
effective discussion later. They can identify specific parts of the text (a.q.,
vocabulary that is defined or repeated and figurative language). They might
underline definitions, claims, or beliefs presented by the author, Although thess
techniques may not be appropriate for horrowed textbooks in which students are
not alowed to write, they do help students read more successfully.

Note-taking is another strategy that students can use to facilitate comprehension
of texts, Students learn in different ways, so teaching students to use a variety

of note-taking methods will allow them to choose the method that worlts best for
them. Methods include Cornell notes, ocutlining, summarizing paragragphs/sections,
or creating interactive notes using text, symbols, or imageas to convey content.
Students will need to practice their note-taking skills to dstermine the most
affective method for them. Establishing expectations for note-taking van also be
useaful. A 10-page reading assignment, for exampla, should result in notes that take
up one guarter of the page length of the original content, or two and a half pages of
notes.

Many college-level textboalks used with AP Human Geography structure chaptsrs
with key questions that signal what students should understand after reading a
section or chapter. Previewing these guiding questions with students, or creating
questions that address the major geographic coneepts of the reading, will cus
students to the focus of the reading and help them to anticipate the subject matter
and connact it with what they already know. Guided reading is a helpful strategy
to aid reading comprehension. In addition to cuestions to be answered as students
read, guided reading may also take the form of summary questions after extendead
passages or focus prompts for students to discuss or use to visually convey the
cortent.

Giraphic organizers ¢an also be used to put content inte categories, They might
include Know, Want to Know, and Learned {(KWL) charts or graphic webs to link
concepts.

ESPHN charts are helpfil to categorize Economic, Sccial, Political, and Environmental
aspsects when studying regions or countries.

The Role of Technology in the Course

Technology gives us sasy access to real-world examples and applications of
the broad human geography concepts, models, and vocakulary in textbooks.
For example, students can use their smart phones io take pictures of cultural
landscapes and illustrative examples of geographic terms or to identify GPS
locations.

(Greographic tools such as remote sensing and geographic information systems (GIS)
provide insight into the changing dynamics of the world. Remote sensing allows
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the student geographer te see changes over time in the landscape of regions,
while GIS allows for critical analysis of interactions among competing slements
on a landscape. By using these tools and interpreting and writing about thesa
investigations, students gain a better understanding of gecgraphic issues. GIS
wabsites such as ESRI's Education Community {(http://edcommunity.esri.com/)
are available for mapping and/or analyzing the spatial distribution of geographic
phenomena.

Teachers can use online maps for activities that require students to read and
interpret data, utilize spatial thinking to solve problems, and analyze geographic
distributions of data. Goagle Earth provides dynamic access to our planet in ways
that early geographers might never have imagined. Students can ponder the global
impact of technology as they zoom in on fareign locations and see photos and street
views that reflect cultural landscapes around the world.

The Internet alse provides a wealth of current articlas, essays, blogs, and reports
that are valuable in the application of geographic principles to real-world situations.
The Population Rafarence Bureau and U.8, Census Bureau are good sources of data
for student collection and analysis; they also help studants focus their Internet
searches to appropriate and reviewed materials that support the AP Human
Geography themes and topics. Websites such as Scoop.it and Pintersst can be
helpful in archiving Web resources for easy retrieval and use.

Writing in the Course

Expectations for Student Writing

Students in AP Human Geography should practice many kinds of writing — not just
the kind of writing required for the AP Human Geography Exam. They should write
on & regular basis and have ample opportunities to develop the skills necessary

to communicate cleatly and effectively on a collegiate lavel. They should learn to
interpret, evaluate, respond to, and write persuasively about a variety of written
texts and graphic images. Assignments should include both short informal and
longar formal writing activities, including research or response papers. Assessment
of student writing should promote the course goal of a cumulative development of
skills.

Research papers or formal essays should demonstrate students' ability to create

& document using formal writing conventions, appropriate use of information

from source materials, correcily cited sources, and an appropriate bibliographic
format. Students should be able to compose a thesis statement that anchors the
supporting paragraphs and conclusions of their writing. This kind of formal writing
is not required on the timed AP Human Geography Exam due to the format of the
questions and the time restraints; however, teachsrs should provide AP Human
Geography students multiple opportunities to learn to communicate effectively
through formal written activities.
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Informal Writing

Informal writing can be introduced by a number of warm-up activities (e.g., AP
Human Geography bell ringers from the National Council {or Geographic Education)
in which students respond to open-endad questions, review concepts, or speculais
on possible outcomes for geographic questions. These short, informal writings can
be shared with a partner, disctussed in class, or handed in to pravide the teacher
with a formative assessment that can guide further instruction,

Short presentations, map analyses, and reviews of current news articies also
provide opportunities for students to use informal writing to demonstrate
comprehension of geographic concepts, Other activities such as Socratic seminars
and discussion groups lend themselves to short informal writing that can inform
both the student and the teacher on the levsl of understanding of a concept.

Reflection logs are another useful tool, Students write reflections on personal
geographic axpariences, classroom lessons, or readings, thereby reinforcing
comprehension and retention.

Research Papers

Regearch is an important component of tha AP Human Geegraphy course. Although
a formal research paper is not required {or the course, many AP Human Geography
research activities lend themselves to a formal wiritten r1esponse. Studenis should
be proficient in research technigques and writing sldlis that can he demonstrated

in a formal final product like a research paper. Students in AP courses should

be axpected to write in a manner commensurate with a college freshman, They
should be able to appropriately cite sources in ah aceapted format (2.g., MLA, APA |
Chicaga).

The formal writing process provides students with practice in reading, researching,
synthesizing, and writing at a collegiate level. Research projects can take many
forms, such as investigating the growing and processing of food, researching ethnic
conflicts, comparing world religions, or analyzing diffarences in cultural traits. The
research product may range from one to many pages, depending on the topic and
the teacher's requirements.

The Role of Argument

Many topics in AP Human Geography lend themselves to the development of
arguments, such as, “Are GMOs worth the risk of potential harm in order to feed
the hungry of the world?” A good argument requires research and preparsation to
support one's position on a topic, rather than ralying solely on personal opinions and
simplistic claims, Students should be able to construct a line of reasoning, based

on information from muitipla sources, that justifies a claim and defends a logical
argument to inform or persuade.

Students can hone their logical argument skills through preparing position
papers stating their arguments for classroom dehates. Debates provide a forum
for students to assert and defend their arguments. A skiliful debater must
understand the line of reasoning of the opponent’s position in ordar to construct
counterarqguments and anticipats and address rebuitals. In preparing position
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papezs ahead of a debate, students should state their position, summarize the
opposing position, and present their evidence to refute the opposition and clarify
their position on the topie. This type of writing can help students sea both zides of
an argument and adequately prepare for an in-class debata.

Multimodal Compaosition

Students today have a variety of opportunities for reading, writing, and sngaging
with digital media, News articles include embedded short vides clips, photo
galleries, maps, charts, and graphic portrayals of information. PowerPoint and Prezi
have changad many of the standard teacher lectures into more visual formats for
communicating ideas and concepts.

Multimodal compesitions provide opportunities to utilize technology to enhance
instruction and broaden and motivate students’ writing. Multimodal texts use
more than just written text to communicate. They can include audie and visual
content, such as videos, photographs, or drawings, to supplement the text in some
purposeful way. Teachers and students can create, view, analyze, and discuss
multimodal compesitions within the classrcom. Multimadal projects can be another
way to help students learn and effectively communicate their understanding of
geographic concapts.

Writing for Free-Response tems on the AP Human Geography Exam

The free-response itams on the AP Human Geography Exam require students to
analyze and respond to three prompts with multiple parts in 75 minutes. Students
are expected to address the prompts in a thorough manner, but due to the time
constraints of the exam they are not penalized for grammatical errors. Students
muct write their answers in a narrative form, not in bulleted stataments.

A successiul exam response will demonstrate student knowledge and
understanding of the geographic concept o1 concepts applicable to the prompt, with
students providing examples and/or evidence that demonstrate proficiency with
the topic. Students should use geographic terms and reference geagraphic themes
or models when appropriate. If there is a stimulus (e.g., a map, diagram, or chart},
students should thoroughly investigate the information provided befors beginning
to write an answoer. Linking information in the stimulus to what was learnad in the
course may help in formulating an answer,

AP Human Geegraphy students should be able to apply gecgraphic concepts to
places or situations other than those used in instruction. Exam prompts may require
students to explain concepts that come from more than one unit of the course, such
as population growth or decline in utban or ruzal areas. Students’ answers should
demonstrate an understanding of the concepts and how they relate to the answer,

When taking the AP Human Geography Exam, students should not bagin writing
until they fully comprehend the prompt. Identifying the action verbs in the prompt
{e.g., define, explain, or analyze) should provide guidance on the type of answer
required for each pazt of the prompt. Space is provided on the unlined paper under
the prompt for students to plan their responses, Students who spend tims planning
ars more likely to stay focusaed cn the specific language of tha prompts. It is not
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necessary to rephrase the question in the answer or to include an introductory
paragraph.

The format of the written response (answer) should reflect the format of the prompt
{cuestion). For example, lattered parts of the prompt might ask for definitions,
explanations, or analysis, and the responses should reflact that order, Students

are encouraged to label the parts of their response the way they were labeled

in the prompt to ensure that they formulate a complete and organized response.
When writing a response to a new toplc or new part of the prompt, students

should create a new paragraph. Paragraphs crsate the structure of the response.
Providing appropriate illustrative examples makes a student's response stronger by
demonstrating that the student undersiands the context of the prompt.

Teachers can help students develop skill in answaring AP Human Gecgraphy
Exam-gtyle questions by utilizing released FRQs from previous exams, available at
http://apcentral.collegeboard.com/apc/members/exam/exam_information/2004
html. These examplas aliow students to raview the scoring rubrics used for
previous exam ulestions; see examples of student essays earning high, middla, and
low scores; and gain insight on writing a more complete exam response,
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Classroom Assessments

In AP Human Geography it is critical that students demonstrate content mastery
and acquisition of geographic skills and spatial reasoning through both formative
and summative assessment. When assessing student work throughout the course,
teachers should include feedback on how students have demonstrated the skills
they have been practiving, how they might improve on thasze skills, and/cr how they
might move on to incorporate more skills and gpatial thinking into their repertoires.

Formative and Summative Assessment

Teachers should provide students with multiple opportunities to master course
objectives, such as interpreting maps, working with and understanding geospatial
data, and explaining the implications of associations and networks among
phenomena in places. Then, through formative assessments, teachers should
provide feadback to students about their performance on a particular task, as well
as guidance about similar tasks that students will perform in mastering course
objectives, Teachsrs should also use formative assessments as instructional
planning tools to help identify topics or skills on which students require additional
instruction. In either case, the emphasis of formative assessments should be to
provide teachers and students with information about student learning; grading or
scoring should be de-emphasized.

Summative assessments, in contrast, usually provide a single, summary evaluation
of student performance. A summative assessment might be a grada students
recsive on an in-class essay that is not expected to ba revised or resubmitted.

It is particularly important that AP Human Geography teachers recognize that
assessment confexts matter. An assessment that is appropriate and suceessful
in one situation may be neither in anothar situation. The AP Human Seography
Exam, for instance, is an extracurricular evaluation of student performancs on
several tasks. It is a single assessment context with a number of constraints that
distinguish exam writing, and it provides a summary evaluation, or summative
assessment, in the form of a numerical score that is separate from a student’s
clagsroom grading process,

Classroom assessments, in contrast, should be designed with a different purpossa
in mind: to help students improve their learning and skills, Teachers should use
formative assessments as much as possible to provide students with feedback in
the service of this goal; conversely, it is inappropriate for teachers to rely heavily on
summativae assessments that do not provide opportunities for student leaming and
growth in the classioom.

Feedback

Teachere equate feedback with written commentary on student papers. Busy
teachers, however, should understand that feedback can ocour in a broad range
of contexts. Teachers should take advantage of opportunities to provide feedback
in different formats and settings. In addition to written comments on drafts
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and papers, students can get valuable feedback from taking part in peer-group
discussion and student-teacher conferences. In any format or setting, feedback
should foons on helping students identify and address gaps in their knowledge or
skiils. The goal of feedback should be improving student agency and ahility.

Perhaps the most important thing a teacher should consider when providing
responses to student work is that there is no one-size-fitg-all approach. This is
especially true in a course like AP Human Geography, since it is tanght at all high
school grade levels and in a varisty of settings, Teachers often rely on grading
rubries, the most efficient and standardized of all response methods. Rubrics,
however, fail to recognize the value in customizing the teacher's response to
individual students and contexts, Although rubrics may address some concemns
about the reliability of, and time needed for, scoring, they are a mechanical form of
feedback and work against the personal and specific fsedback and response long
vahied by educators,
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College Board Resources

AP Central. College Board. Accessed December 1, 2014,
www.apcentral.collegeboard.com.

This site features the following resources for teachers:
archived exam questions with scoring guides, sample responses, and sxplanations

schedules of professional development opportunities, including summer warkshops
and year-round training

AP Course Audit. Collage Board. Accessed December 1, 2014, http://
www,collegehoard.com/html/apcourseaudit/.

This site features the following resources for teachers:
A list of course curricular recquiremants
Examples of textbocks and resources

Sample course syllabi

The AP Human Geography online teacher community. College Board. Accessed
December 1, 2014. hitps://apecommunity.collegeboard.org/web/aphumangeo/
home.

This online community provides individualized responses to queries about the
course. Participants may follow distinet threads of discussion, download effective
lesson plans and instructional resources, read reviews of recommended resources,
and pose their own questions for feedback from the national community at large.

AP and Pre-AP Summer Institutes. College Board. Accessed December 1, 2014
http://professicnals.collegeboard.com/prof-dev/workshops/summer-institutes.

This site provides information about the summer institutes, Participating in one of
these summer institutes is perhaps the most effective preparation for teaching AP
Human Geography.
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The AP Human Geography Exam

Each year, the AP Human Geography Development Committee creates naw
examination forms to assess the degree to which high school students have met the
requirements of & college-level course in human geography or cultural geagraphy.
These axams are years in the making and consist of questions that have been fully
vetted by the committee and field-testad in college clagsrooms.

The exam is composed of two parts: a muitiple-choice section with 75 items, and

& free-response (essay) section with three items. Examinees are allotted 2 hours
and 15 minutes to complete the exam, One hour is provided for the multipla-choice
section, and 75 minutes are provided for the free-response gection. Each section
contributes aqually to the final score a student receivas. Questions on the exam
range in difficulty from those asking students to recognize the meaning of terms
and concepts to those recuiring students to apply a model or cancept to a new
scenario. Many of the questions are based on a tabla, map, diagram, or photograph.

Multiple-choice scores are based on the number of questions answared corractly.
Points are not daducted for incorrect answers, and no points are awarded for
unanswered questions. Because points are not deducted for incorrect answers,
stndents are encouraged to answer all multiple-choice questions. If students do not
know the answer to a question, they should sliminate as many choicaes as they can
and then select the best answer among the remaining choices,

In the free-zesponse section of the AP Human Geography Exam, students respond
o three free-response questions in 75 minutes, These prompts may require
students to demonstrate an undersianding of modsls, to analyze and evaluate
geographic concepts, to cite and explain examples of various geographic processes,
or to synthesize different topics covered in the course outline. Studants should
spend approximately one-third of their time, or 25 minutes, on each of the three
prompts. Studsnts are expected to use their analytical and organizational skills to
formulate responses in narrative form. If a question is aaparated into parts (2.g., A,
B, C), students should supply a separate narrative for each part. Bulleted lists are
not acceptable as a responss,

Students should read each question carsfully and provide only the information
needed to answer the question, For instance, ifa guestion calls for two examples,
only the first two examples presented in the answer will contribute to the student’s
score. Answers to the free-response questions are read by panels of AP teachers
and ccllege instructors who apply a scoring guide, approved by the development
committae, to award points,
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Sample AP Human Geography Exam
ltems

Multiple-Choice Section

The AP Human Geography Exam allows 1 hour for tha multiple-choice section. The
following are examples of the kinds of multiple-choice questions that appear on the
axam. Answers to the following multiple-choice questions can be found on page 66.

Sample Multiple-Choice Questions

Directions: Each of the questions or incomplete statements below is followed by five
suggestad answers or completions. Select the one that best answers the question
or completes the statement.

. Physiological population density is viewed as a superior measure of population density for

which of the following reasons?

(A) It is more reflective of population pressure on arable land.

(B) ltyields the average population density.

(C} It is more reflective of the world’s largest population concentrations.

(D} It measures the average by dividing total land area by total number of people.
(E) It best reflects the percentage of a country’s population that is urbanized.

. Which of the following regions has little dairying in its traditional agriculture?

(A) Eastern Europe
(B) Western Europe
{C} South Asia

(D) East Asia

(E) North America
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3. On the map above, which one of the following boxes is in an area where the population density
is high and the level of economic development is low?

(A) A
(B} B
©c
(D) D
{E) E

4. According to central place theory, the threshold is defined as the
{A) economic base of a central place
(B) distance away from a central place
(C) gross value of the product minus the costs of production
(D} minimum number of people needed to support a service
(E} pointat which consumer movement is at 2 minimum

w

Outsourced industrial production in less developed countries often relies on female lubor
because

{A) men are engaged mainly in agriculture

(B) wage rates for women are much lower than for men

(C) women are more skilled at operating machinery than men are
{D} social taboos prevent women from working in the service sector

(E} women are not protected by international labor laws

6. The spread of specialty coffee shops across the United States in the 1990s is an example of
{A) hierarchical diffusion
(B} contagious diffusion
{C} stimulus diffusion
(D) periodic movement
{E) relocation diffusion
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7. Which of the following is a subsistence crop?
{A) Corn
{B) Cotton
{C) Rubber
(D) Cocoa
(E) Timber

8. All of the following statements about the geography of meat production in the United States
and Canada are true EXCEPT

{A) Industrial farmers are raising ever-increasing numbers of animals on their farms.

(B) Animal slaughtering and meat-processing activities are dominated by a few large
corporations.

{C) The development of the poultry industry has made chicken the least expensive kind of
meat consumed in the United States and Canada.

(D) Fast-food restaurants have created a demand for increased standardization and
homogeneity of animals raised for meat.

(E) Consumer demand for organic foods has significantly decreased the amount of meat
produced by most agribusiness firms.

9, Compared with more developed countries, which of the following statements is true of less
developed countries?

{A) A higher percent of the labor force is engaged in food production.

(B} The population pyramids exhibit narrower bases.
(C) The per capita consumption of energy is higher.
{D) The natural increzse of the population is lower.

(E} Fertility rates are lower.

10, Free-trade zones such as the countries of the North American Free Trade Agreement (NAFTA)
are established to increase the ease and volume of international trade by

{A) increasing diplomatic relations between member states

(B) opening borders to migrant guest workers from member states

(C) establishing a common monetary unit among member states

(D} offering large economic-development loans to poorer member states
{E) eliminating tariffs on goods that cross borders between member states

11. Which of the following best describes the process of gentrificatien in United States and
Canadian cities?
(A) An increase in construction of new housing for elderly and retired persons

(B) Privately funded redevelopment of existing commercial and residential buildings
(C) Government-led planning of public spaces such as parks and riverfronts

(D) The sale of naming rights for stadiums and arenas

(E) The expansion of suburban housing developments on the urban periphery
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. A formal region defines an area in which

{A) a core dominates its surrounding hinterland.

(B) atransportation network links different types of land use

(C) there is uniformity in one or more physical or human characteristics

{D) there are significant geographic variations in physical or human characteristics
(E) a unified government system has been established

Squatter settlements exist in cities of less developed countries because

(A) city governments set aside vacant areas for new migrants

(B) people want to live near the center of the city, where jobs are focated

{C} affordable housing is not available elsewhere for new migrants to the city

(D) new migrants prefer to live in squatter settlements with other recent migrants

(E) new migrants need to be isolated from othet city residents until they adjust to urban life

What would be the most profitable location for an ethanol manufacturing plant that converts
corn into alcohol for use as an additive for gasoline?

{A} Near a large university to facilitate recruitment of highly trained chernists

{B) Near a break-of-bulk point for ease of transportation

(C) Near a navigable tiver to reduce transportation costs to distant markets

(D} Near a prime corn-producing area to minimize fransportation costs of raw materials
(E) Near alarge metropolitan atea to serve a major market

It is generally agreed that the current trend in climate change is caused by
(A) sea-lavel rise

(B} increased use of fossil fuels

{C) reduction in biodiversity

{D) tilt of Earth’s axis

(E) changes in the velocity of ocean currents

Which of the following originated in South Asia and subsequently spread throughout much of
Southeast and East Asia?

(A) Hinduism
{(B) Christianity
{C} Buddhism
{D) Sikhism

{E) Confucianism
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17. According to the rank-size rule, if the largest city in a region has a population size of 900,000,
then the third largest city will have a population of

(A) 3,000
(B) 9,000
{C) 45,000
(D} 300,000
(E) 200.000

18. Since 1960 Brazil, Kazaklstan, Myanmar, Pakistan, and Tanzania have relocated their capital
cities. Which of the following statements about the new locations is true for all five countries?

(A} A militarily strategic location was chosen.
{B) Anisolated location was chesen,

{C) An ethnically mixed location was chosen.
(D) A more central location was chosen,

{E) A coastal location was chosen.

19. Since the 1970s, changes in the social roles, lifestyles, and employment patterns of women in
Europe, Canada, and the United States have afected the overall population through which of
the following?

(A) Increased total fertility rates
(B) Decreased total fertility rates
{C) Increased death rates

{D) Decreased death rates

(B} Increased infant mortality rates

20. Which of the following is the primary assumption of environmental determinism?
{A} Human destiny is controlled by the cultural environment.
{B) The physical environment has little influence on humans.
{C) Humans have complete control aver the physical environment.
(D} Many human adaptations are possible within a specific physical environment.

(E} The physical environment controls human culmure.

21, Environmental laws, labor avatlability, and access to markets are major factors affecting which
of the following?

(A) Political affiliation
(B} Gross domestic product
(C) Property tax rates
{D) Manufacturing locations

{E} Tramsportation costs
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. Which of the following is an example of a supranational organization with the main mission of

increasing economic integration?

{A) The North Atlantic Treaty Organization

(B) The European Union

(C) The United Nations

(D) The International Red Cross and Red Crescent Movement
(E) The United States Federa] Reserve

Which of the following can be an example of a centrifugal political force?
(A) Homogeneous ethnic population

(B} Strong central government

{C) Variation of language within the country

(D) Shift to tertiary economy

(E) Concentrated ownership of media
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Answers to Multiple-Choice Questions
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7-A
8-E
9-A
10-E
11-B
12-C

13-C
14-D
15-B
16-C
17-D
18-D

19~ B
20-E
21-D
22-B
23-C
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Free-Response Section

On the AP Human Geography Exam, students have 75 minutes to constryst
responses to three open-anded prompts. These prompts may require students

to demonstrate an understanding of models, analyze and evaluate geographic
concepts, cite and explain examples of various geographic processas, or synthesize
different topics covered in the curriculum articulation, The following are sample
free-response prompts, Each prompt represents a different part of the curriculum

articulation.

Sample Free-Response ltems

Clourse Description, Effective Fall 2015

FOPULATION AGE 68 OR OLDER IN 2000 AMND 2050 (in pereent)

Country Fopulation Age Fopulation Age Change in Proportion
65 or Qlder, 2000 8% or Older, 2050 85Years or Glder
{percent] {pereent {percent}
Belgium 17 28 a5
Denmark 15 24 58
Japan 17 32 86
Russian Federation 13 25 o0
LUkraine 14 27 g1
United Kingdom 16 25 56

. The average age of the population in selected developed countries, listed in the table above, has

been increasing.
A. Identify and explain two reasons why the average population age is increasing in developed
countries,

B. Identify and explain one social consequence and one economic consequence that countries
face as their populations age.

At the same time that English is solidifying its role as the world’s premier lingua franca, lesser-
used minority fanguages (such as Welsh, Basque, and Inuktitut) are undergoing revival. Discuss
three distinct factors promating the revival of minority languages in the face of globalization.
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3. The viability of any state depends on a balance between centripetal and centrifugal forces.
A. Define the concepts of “centripetal force” and “centrifugal force”

B. Give a specific example of and explain a centripetal force that affects the viability of any of
the states shown on the map above,

C. With reference to a different specific example, explain a centrifugal force that affects the
viability of any of the states shown on the map above.
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4. The drawings above reflect agricultural activities in the hinterland of a large urban area.

A, Apply the underlying principles of von Thiinen’s agricultural land-use model to predict the
locations of the activities shown in X and Y relative to a large urban area.

B. Choose either activity X or activity Y and apply the underlying principles of von Thinen’s
agricultural land-use model to explain the location of the activity.

C. Discuss two factors that explain why agricultural land-use patterns today differ from those
developed by von Thilnen’s model in 1828,
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Ethanol Manufacturing Plants, 2007

Acres in Com by County _

3 < 30,000

B 30,000-74.999 @ Existing plants

Il 75.000-139,999 ® Plants under
development

= 40,000

5. According to Alfred Weber's theory of industrial location, three factors determine the location
of a manufacturing plant: the location of raw materials, the location of the market, and

transportation costs.
A. Using an example of a specific industry other than the one portrayed on the map abave,

explain under what conditions an industry would locate near the market.
B. Using an example of a specific industry other than the one portrayed on the map above,

explain under what conditions an industry would locate near raw materials.
C. Using the map above and Weberian theory, explain the geography of ethanol plants in the

United States.

6. A large portion of urban residents in the megacities of the periphery of the world system live in

squatter settlements.
A. Describe a typical location of squatter settiements within urban areas of megacities on the

global periphery.
B. Describe two factors that contribute to the formation of squatter settlements.

C. Give a detailed account of THREE consequences of the rapid growth of squatter
settlements. The three consequences you discuss may be social, economic, political, or

environmental,
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Summary of Scoring Rubrics

Answers to the three free-response questions on the AP Human Geography Exam
are scared at the AP Exam Rsading, which takes place in June of each vear. Readers
are drawn from two pools of applicants: AP Human Geography teachers and

college instructors of courses that are classified as human geography. For each of
the three exam items, readers are trained to apply a scoring ¢ruide, or rubric, that
has been constructed by the AP Human Geography Development Committee with
input from the Chief Reader, Each item is assigned a value, which generally ranges
from 6-10 points; scoring guides make it clear how each point is to be awarded.

In a single exam, the three items may bes worth three different point values: there
may be a 6-point item, a 7-point item, and a 10-point item. Nevertheless, sach item
contributes equally to a student's performance score. The scores from the free-
response saction are then combined with the seora from the multiple-choice portion
of the axam, and the cumulative ecore is converted to a 1-to-5 scale.

Scoring rubrics typically 1equire years to create. They go through multiple revisions
and at least one field test using college students in a comparable course, The Chief
Reader oversees the final revision of each rubric, which takes place in the days
before the exam reading begins. The final ravision of a rubric is based on a sample
of students’ written responses dravwn from compisted AP Human Geography exams
taken in May. It also includes input from the exam reading’s Question Leaders and
their assistants; there is one Question Leader for each fiee-response queastion. Once
the final version of the rubric has been approved, no changes are made, and Readers
are trained to be accurate and consistent in their assignment of peints. To assess
the performance of each AP Exam Reader, the leadership team performs back-
reading {or check-reading); the leadership team includess Table Leaders, Question
Leaders, and the Chiaf Reader.

Each year, during the AP Reading, the leadsrship team selects student samples
from the exam bocklets to lustrate the quality of answers represented by all points
on the scale for each free-response question. If a question is worth six points, for
example, six student scripts will be used to illustrate how students were awardad
or not awarded each point on the rubric. After the axam reading, the scoring

rubrics and student samples, with commerntary by the Chief Reader, are published
on AP Central (http://apcentral.collegeboard.com/apc/membars/exam/esam
information/2004.html).
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