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What is environmental art?
“Environmental art, also known as ecological art, 
encompasses several different forms and practices 
that engage with, and represent the environment. It is
distinct in its less specific time period and greater 
scope of art.” -The Art Story

Also: Earthworks,  Land Art

Visit for more

https://www.theartstory.org/move
ment/environmental-art/

https://www.theartstory.org/movement/environmental-art/
https://www.theartstory.org/movement/environmental-art/


What is earthwork?
Earthwork
“Art that is made by shaping the land itself or by making 
forms in the land using natural materials like rocks or 
tree branches. Earthworks range from subtle, temporary
interventions in the landscape to significant, sculptural, 
lasting alterations made with heavy earth-moving 
machinery. Some artists have also brought the land into 
galleries and museums, creating installations out of dirt, 
sand, and other materials taken from nature. Earthworks
were part of the wider conceptual art movement in the 
1960s and 1970s. Also called Land Art or Earth Art.”
-Museum of Modern Art (MoMA)



Introduction and Research and Preparation

3) Read the article "Environmental Artist Andy Goldsworthy: Art from Nature

https://everwideningcircles.com/2016/07/08/environmental-artist-andy-goldsworthy/

https://everwideningcircles.com/2016/07/08/environmental-artist-andy-goldsworthy/


Research : Watch these Videos
Andy Goldsworthy Land Art

https://youtu.be/FPDH8yCnlk0

Rivers and Tides Trailer

https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=AT3lveJmjY8&feature
=emb_logo

Leaning Into the Wind Trailer

https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=rAx-
HsXjLvA&feature=emb_logo

A Case for Land Art

https://youtu.be/STW0eZDsKVg

https://youtu.be/FPDH8yCnlk0
https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=AT3lveJmjY8&feature=emb_logo
https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=AT3lveJmjY8&feature=emb_logo
https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=rAx-HsXjLvA&feature=emb_logo
https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=rAx-HsXjLvA&feature=emb_logo
https://youtu.be/STW0eZDsKVg


Research Online
Do a Google
 image 

search for 

"Andy Goldsworthy" 

for inspiration and ideas





Creating Your project
* Spend some time outside while being safe, social distancing, exploring the nature 
around you (your yard, neighborhood, park-but only if open, etc)

*This can get messy, so dress for mess

* Gather any natural materials to create your own environmental art in the style of 
Andy Goldsworthy 

Please only choose items that are already on the ground instead of picking any plants or 
flowers. The message is to honor and praise our environment, not injure it



Ideas for natural items to gather
Reflect on what Goldsworthy uses:

 Leaves, Branches, Sticks, Twigs, rocks, stones, 
pebbles, ice, nuts, seeds, flowers, dirt, mud, get 
creative!

If you want to work with a family member that is 
OK too!

*Extra*  make more than one



Use the Art Elements 
Use at least 2-3 elements of 
art in your project: 

Line,color, value, space, form, 
shape, form (3D) 



Use the principles of design
Choose at least 2-3 principles of design, 

rhythm, balance, emphasis, proportion, 
harmony, Variety, Contrast, movement, 
pattern, repetition, unity



Designing your own environmental art
Once you have gathered your materials, choose a place outside where you would like to install 
your temporary artwork

Play around with your natural objects and experiment with patterns until it “feels right” to 
you

Take a picture of your final artwork and email it to me or upload it into google classroom by 
May 22nd.



Student samples



Student samples



 Collaborate, communicate,connect with nature



Vocabulary and concepts to know
Art History/Art Movement: Environmental art, Land Art, Earthworks, Ecological art

Earth Day, climate crisis 

Artist: Andy Goldsworthy 

Elements and Principles of art/design

Temporal or ephemeral (only lasts for a short time), the philosophynature of  impermanence

Installation art-creating art work in a unique space

Site specific work-making work using only materials found on location and/or using a defined place/site to install your 
work



Skills you will gain...
Innovation

Creativity

Problem solving

Observation

Patience

Awareness

Respect for the earth

The philosophy of the nature of 
impermanence 

The cycle of life

Recognizing you are also a part of nature

Mindfulness in the present moment

History and context

Communicating visually

Art in the everyday world around us



*extras* further explorations but Not required
*Create more than one outdoor sculpture using natural found materials. Take pictures and upload those to Google classroom
too

*Look up other environmental artists like Robert Smithson, Ana Mendieta, Christo and Jean-Claude, Nancy Holt, James 
Turrell, Richard Long

*Create a recycled art piece using materials from your home

*Create a poem or write about your artwork



Questions and reflections
Why do you think andy goldsworthy uses nature as his inspiration?

he spends all these hours and hours on temporary sculptures which will eventually be destroyed or go back to the earth. Why 
do you think he does that?

Where else do you see examples of art in nature? How did this assignment make you look at the world in a new way?

What does impermanence  mean to you? How can we learn to be more mindful of our actions and effect on our planet?

What did you gather from your experience creating your own earthwork?



Skills you will gain...
Innovation

Creativity

Problem solving

Observation

Patience

Awareness

Respect for the earth

The philosophy of the nature of 
impermanence 

The cycle of life

Recognizing you are also a part of nature

Mindfulness in the present moment

History and context

Communicating visually

Art in the everyday world around us


