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6A: Dahl & Narrative

Unit summary

Students begin with narrative writing to quickly boost their writing production, learn

the foundational skill of Focus, and become comfortable with key classroom habits and
routines they will use all year. Equally important, teachers use this focus on narrative to
establish a strong, targeted feedback cycle and to create a vibrant classroom community
of readers and writers where diverse experiences and perspectives are at the center

of instruction. Students then apply their new observational skills to lively readings

from Roald Dahl's memoir Boy: Tales of Childhood and learn how to work closely with
textual evidence.

Roald Dahl's 1984 memoir describes a childhood filled with contrasts of love and cruelty,
mischief and suffering, humor and anguish. All the sensitivity, bravado, and drama of
childhood are present, conveyed in the adult Dahl's compact, powerful prose, brimming
with sensory detail. Lessons target Dahl's ability to describe a complexity of emotions
over the arc of one's experiences and emphasize Dahl's use of language and structure to
convey his central ideas. At the end of the unit, students write an essay arguing whether
the boys or the adults cause more trouble in the book.
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Rationale(s) for QL
+ The subject matter relies on little discipline knowledge and/or is fully explained

+ Language includes some complex words or usage and/or sentence complexity

Rationale(s) for RT

+ Tasks and activities may contain some complexity, balanced with engaging topics.
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Memoir

MEMOIR GTORIES HAVE A PLOT, CHARAGTERS AND SETTIRG,
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Thank you,
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