Onratorical Scholarship Committee

Frank Nichalson, {31), Chafmaen P.O. Box 14,
Shinnston 26431
Jackson Gerrard, {68), Vice Chalr 520 ’Nell Hollow Road,
Clarksburg 26301
Robert *Dan” Chandlar, (187, 14 Woodciyfa Road,
Hurricane 25526
Mike Inorme!, {14} 251 Mimosa Drive, .
Martinsburg 25404
George Sinkawitz, {93), 1932 Washington Avenie,
Huntingtan 25704
Pavich ROtINZoN, {14) e mreerseirsnsss ssssrsss crsmsessets siene 365 Qualnt Swan Dale Drlve,
Martinsburg 25404
Harbara Burdette, (16, 333 ¥nollwood Drive,
_ Lewisburg 24901
Daug Robinson, {12} 19 Rogers Street,
Grafton 26354

District Scholarship Dates
January 2—January 31, 2020

District Chairman
ist Distriet-~Robert Pope 205 Harrison Strest,
304-479-5270 Newell 26050
2nd District— Doug Robinson 19 Rogers Street,
304-365-2080 Grafton 26354
3rd Dlstrict—lack Gerrard : 520 O’Neil Hollow Raad,
304-783-5453 Clarkshurg 26301
4th District—Marianne Bennett 1814 20th Street,
304-452-7058 Parkersburg 26101
Sth District—Fred Buchanan 105 Cheyenne Trail,
304-654-9934 Ona 25545
6th District—Paul Harper .o oo omnn.1238 North Sandbranch Road,
I04-877-3735 Meunt Hope 25880
Sth District--Andrea Hammock 228 Shepherd Avenuse,
304-744-0560 or 304-421-1858 South Charleston 25303
9th District-Coleman-“Dan” KUBN. ...comemoemminns P.0. BOX 892,
304-872-3985 Summersville 26651
10th District—MIke Immal 251 Mimasa Drive,
304-283-7579 Martinsburg 25404

Sectional Scholarship Date
February 1—February 28, 2020
Section “A": Jack Gerrard 520 O’Nell Hallow Road,
304-783-5453 Clarksburg 26301
333 Knoflwood Drive,

Section *8": Barbara Burdette

304-661-4579 Lewisburg 24901
Section "C": Fred Buchanan 105 Cheyenne Trail,
304-654-9934 Ona 25545 -

State Firtal Scholarship Program
March 14, 2020

Frank Nicholson P.Q. Box 14,
304-592-5231 Shinnston 26431

AWARDS

DISTRICT:

FIRST PLACE WINNER—5200 check, a medal, or plaque and will ad-
vance to a Sectional Schalarship Program

SECOND PLACE WINNER—5150 check and a medal

THIRD PLACE WINNER—3100 check and a Medal [bronze) All contest-
ants wil! receive a lapel pin. Checks will be mailed to winners. ¥ twa
2, or more contestants, District Chairman will conduct contests.

SECTIONAL:
FIRST PLACE WINNER--5300 check, a medal and will advance to the
State Finals Scholarship Program
SECOND PLACE WINNER—5200 theck
THIRD PLACE WINNER—S100 check and a medal (bronze} Checks wilt
be mailed to winners.
STATE FINALS:
FIRST PLACE WINNER—$2,000 check, a plaque, a four-year STATE
COLLEGE AND UNIVERSITY SYSTEMS SCHOLARSHIP and will advance
to the Natienal Scholarship Program. (Alse, a 51,500 Schalarship wilf
be awarded by participating In Natienal Scholarship Program)
SECOND PLACE WINNER—$1,500 check 2nd 3 plague
THIRD PLACE WINNER—$1,000 check and a plague
Any first place contestant not participating In the next level of com-
petition wili be |naiigibla to recaiva monetary awards. Mationa!
Scholarship Awards for the three finalists are: FIRST PLACE WINNER—
$18,000 SECOND PLACE WINNER—$16,000 THIRD PLACE WINNER—
514,000
ORATORICAL SCHOLARSHIP PROGRANM RULES AND REGULATIONS
PURPOSE
The Mational High Schoof Oratorical Scholership Progeam was creatad in 1937
and is a part of the National Americanism Pragram of The American Legion and
its purpose is to create interest, appreciatfon and a better knowledge of the
United States on the part of high school students.
CRGANIZATIONS
The Department of West Virginla has an Qratoricsl Schotarship Committee of
elght (8}, appofnted for a term of ane year, whase respansibility is ta make
plans and preseribe rules and regulations for the conduct of the programs.
Also, 10 appoint District and Sectionat frogram Chairpersons and canduct &
schoal of Instructon far Program Chairparsons. The Department uses the nine
regular Districts, which are divided Inta three sections, Section A consists of
Gistricts 1, 3 & 4; Section B consists of Districts 2, 9 &140; and Sectan € consists
of Districts 5, 6 & 8,
DEPARTMENT SCHOLARSHIP PROGRAM
Alt arrangements for Department Scholarship Priograms shalt be made by De-
partments and each Bepartment can certify one contestant to enter the Nation-
&l Scholarship Program. Al Department Program Einals must be conducted
strictly in conformity with National Ruies and Regulations. A Department
Winner certified to the Natforal Americanism Commission, which did not con-
duct Its Department  Scholarstip Program Final in canformity uﬁlth the fules
and ragulations set farth In the Anmual High Schicol Oratorical Scholarship
Program leaflet may, In the judgament of the Divactars, be disqualified by the
Natianal Americanism Commission for competition in Natlanal Programs,
Dapartment winners must ba cortified to the National Americanism Commis-
slon no fata than March 16, 2020,




ELIGIBILITY
Eligibie participants in The Amerlcan Legion National High School Qratorical
Schatarship Pragram shal be citizens of, or lawful permanent residents of the
United States. Students who have previcusly won awards, or participated i
The American Legion Oratarical Scholarship Program shall be eligible to particl- |
pate In the 2020 Qratorfcal Program, excapt the three finafists of the Natfonal
Program. Contestants must meet the rules of the 202 Wast Virginia Sagond-
ary Schoot Activities Commission. OMLY THREE COMTESTANTS FRON A SCHOOL .
Willl, BE ELIGIBLE FOR THE DISYRICT SCHOLARSHIP PROGRAM,. All contastants
must be Baona Fide students under the age of 20 years on tha date af the Ha-
tianal Finals Pragram, presently enralled in a High Scheod, or Junlor High School
{Public, Parochial, Military, Private, or State Accradited Home Schiol} In which
the curelculum is of Public High Schoo! level, and must have a “C” average, or
equivalent and enrolied in dasses eguivalent to the regular Sth, 10th, 11th, or
12th grade.
Stdents must be enrolled in High Sehaal, or Junior High Schood, during the Hme
of participation at any leval of The American Legfon National High School Ora-
terical Schotarship Program.
Contestants must sither be legally domécled within, or attend an educational
institution, within the Department {State} they erter competition. Contestants
can enter cormpetition thygugh only one Departrent,
. DRESS
Uniferms of all kinds will be barred, Because a uniform wom by one contestant
and not by the othars might create an unfair advantage. Informal dress will be
required.
FINANCES
The Natienal Crganization of The Americar Leglon wilf gay the travet cost of
the Department winners as they progress in National Compatition. Trave) costs
for chaperons of all contastants certified into the National level of campetition
will he pald by The American Leglon. All contestants must ba accompaniad by a
chaperon.
The National Amerlcanism Commission will make sl the travel arrangements
and routings for ell contestants and chaperans from their home town to their
Natlonel Program. Commaon careler transpoctation only will be authorized by
the Commission.
Nelther the National Americanism Comemission, nor the Amerlcan Legion will
assume any Hability for personafl injury, property damage, or loss sustained by
an contestant, or his or her chaparon en-route to, or from the Programs The
Department Oratarical Chaireman, or the Department Representative will ba
paid while attending the Natfonai Oratorical Finals, .
SUBJECT TO BE USED FOR PREPARED ORATION

The subject to be used for the prapared oration in the Oratorical Prograny must
be on some phase of the Constitution of tha United States, which will give

phasls to the attendant duties and obligations of a citizen to ¢ur govern-
ment. The same subject and orations used In the Department Program must be
used in the National Program. THE PREPARED ORATIONS MUST BE THE ORIGI-
NAL EFFQORTS OF EACH CONTESTANT AND MUST MOT TAKE UP LESS THAN
FIGHT MINUTES NOR MORE THAN TEN MINUTES £0R DELIVERY, THE PENALTY
FOR FLAGIARISM WILL BE DISQUALIFICATICON.. Substitutions for dsquallfied
contestants, or contestants unable to compete in the Nationat Program for any
reason are not permissible. Programs cannot be delayed from the officlally
scheduled time and dates, unless officialty approved by the Nattonal American-
ism and Children and Youth Division, EVERY DISTRICT CONTESTANT MUST
PRESENT TO THE DISTRICT CHAIRMAN A TYFEWRITTEN COPY OF HIS, OR HER
CQRATION PRIOR TQ THE BEGINMING OF THE FROGRAM. FAILURE TO DO SO
WILL DESQUALIFY THE CONTESTANT,  Safd typawritten copy of each cantest-
ant's pration shall be forwarded ta the Department Adjutant by the District
Oratorical Chairman together with score cards and report farms immeadiately
following the District Program.

il

THE ASSIGNED TOPICS FEATURE
The Assigned Topics Discourse must not consume less than THREE minutes, nar
mare than FIVE mindes In defivery. The purpose of the Assigned Toples Dis-
course Featura is to test the speaker's knowledge of the sublect, the axtent of
bis research, and the abiilty to distuss extemporaneousty the tople as ralated to
the hasic principles of government under the Constitution,
The full test for the Assigned Discourse Feature Topic {drawn but not an-
nounced, Immedlately before the last speaker begins detivery of his/her pra-
pared aratian} wili e made know to each contestant appraxtmately five (5]
minutes prior to the tme of delivery,
The topic wilt be on some phase of the Constitution of the United States yalect-
ed from Articles and Sections as listed undar Assignad Topics for 2020 balow,
Each contastant wilf speak an the sams topic. the prepared aratons, as well 3¢
i the Assignad Topic Discourse, quotetions must be indicated as such. Where
quotations are more than ten words In length, the auther's name must be glven
orally and ir the manuscript. DISTRICT PROGARM EXCEPTION: TEXT QR NOTES
MAY BE USED, DURING THE 5 MINUTE PREPARTATION..

ASSIGNED TOPICS FOR 2020

By actions of the National Americanism Commission, the Assigned Toplcs ta be
used in 2020 pragrams are as follows:

Amendment Xii- The Electors shall meet in
their respective states, and vote by ballot for
President and Vice-President, one of whom, at
least, shall not be an inhabitant of the same
state with themselves; they shall name in their
bailots the person voted for as President, and
in distinct ballots the person voted for as Vice-
President, and they shall make distinct lists of
all persons voted for as President, and of all
persons voted for as Vice-President, and of
the number of votes for each, which lists they
shall sign and certify, and transmit sealed to
the seat of the government of the United
States, directed to the President of the Sen-
ate; - The President of the Senate, shall, in the
presence of the Senate and House of Repre-
sentatives, open all the certificates and the
votes shall then be counted; - The person hav-
ing the greatest number of votes for Presi-
dent, shall be the President, if such number be
a majority of the whole number of Electors
appointed;




and if no person have such majority, then
from the persons having the highest num-
bers not exceeding three on the list of those
voted for as President, the House of Repre-

sentatives shall choose immediately, by bal-~

lot, the President. But in choosing the Presi-
dent, the votes shall be taken by states, the
representation from each state having one
vote; a quorum for this purpose shall consist
of a member, or members from two-thirds
of the states, and a majority of all the states
shall be necessary to a choice. And if the
House of Representatives shall not choose a
President whenever the right of choice shall
devolve upon them, before the fourth day of
March next following, then the Vice-
President shall act as President, as in the
case of the death, or other constitutional
disability of the President. The person hav-
ing the greatest number of votes as Vice-
President, shall be the Vice-President, if sqch
number be a majority of the whole number
of Electors appointed, and if no person have
a majority, then from the two highest num-
bers on the fist, the Senate shail choose the
Vice-President; a quorum for the purpose
shall consist of two-thirds of the whole num-
ber of Senatars, and a majority of the whole
number shali be necessary to a choice . But
no person constitutionally ineligible to the
office of President shall be eligible to that of
Vice-President of the United States.

Amendment XX

Section 1. The terms of the President and
Vice President shall end at noon on the
20th day of January, and the terms of Sen-
ators and Representatives at noon on the
3rd day of January, of the years in, which
such terms would have ended if this article
had not been ratified; and the terms of
their successors shall then begin.

Section 2. The Congress shail assembie, at
least once in every year, and such meefing
shall begin at noon on the 3rd day of Janu-
ary, unless they shall by law appoint a
different day.

Section 3. If, at the time fixed for the be-
ginning of the term of the President, the
President elect shall have died, the Vice
President elect shall become President. If
a President shall not have been chosen,
before the time fixed for the beginning of
his term, or if the President elect shall have
failed to qualify, then the Vice President
elect shall act as President, until a Presi-
dent shall have qualified; and the Congress
may by law provide for the case wherein
neither a Prasident elect, nor a Vice Presi-
dent elect shall have qualified, declaring
who shali then act as President, or the
manner in which one who is to act shall be
selected, and such person shall act accord-
ingly, until a President, or Vice President
shall have qualified.




Section 4. The Congress may by law provide
for the case of the death of any of the per-
sons from whom the House of Representa-
tives may choose a President whenever the
right of choice shall have devolved upon
them, and for the case of the death of any
of the persons from whom the Senate may
choose a Vice President whenever the right
of choice shall have devolved upon them.
Section 5. Sections 1 and 2 shall take effect
on the 15th day of October following the
ratification of this article.

Sections 6. This article shall be inoperative,
unless it shall have been ratified as an
amendment to the Constitution by the leg-
islatures of three-fourths of the several
States, within seven years form the date of
its submission.

Amendment XXIV

Section 1. The right of citizens of the United
States to vote in any primary, or other elec-
tion for President, or Vice President, for
electors for President, or Vice President, or
for Senator, or Representative in Congress,
shall not be denied, or abridged by the Unit-
ed States, or any State by reason of failure
to pay any poll tax, or other tax.

Sections 2. The Congress shall have power
to enforce this article by appropriate legisla-
tion.

Amendment XXVI- No law, varying the
compensation for the services of the Sena-
tors and Representatives, shall take effect,
until an election of Representatives, shall
have intervened.

WEST VIRGINIA
Divislon of Stats By
Ameiicar Lagion Disiicts




Each Pragram shall have five |udges. No publicity shali be glven to the names of
judges in advance of the Program, During the Program, the judges shall be
seated in different locations in the auditorium and each judge shall render his
final decision, without consultation with other judges, or any other persen.
Official score sheets are for the use of the jedges. Each judge must sign his
store sheet, The manner of scoring and selecting the winner in the District,
Sectional and Final programs shatl confarm to the point-scoring schedule:
Each Judge shall insart the total number of points creditad to the contestant
aml alsw fsert in the Record of Cholce cotums his chobce of placement of gach
contestant I accordance with the highest total point scores, if a He enists in
the total point scores on a Judge’s Score Car, the Judge must go back and make
adjustments in his scoring of the tied contestants, so that ro two contestants
have the same Total Point Score, which will enable the Judge to rartk ne con-
testant above the other in tha Record of Choice column, ThelJudges-shall not
confer prior to the announcerent of the decision as to the standing on the
contestants. The contestant recelving the fow scare total will be declared the
winner. [For Example, if one cantastant raceives twe firsts, two seconds and a
third on the judges’ score shaats, his total low score points will be nina. IFthe
second contestant receives twa firsts, two seconds and a fourth, his total low
scare will be ten. Even though the second cantestant receives two first, his
total low score of ten wilf place him second.) LACK OF EMPHASIS IN THE PRE-
PARED ORATION ANO THE ASSIGNED TOPICS DISCOUASE ON THE ATTENDANT
DUTIES ARD OBLIGATIONS OF A CITIZEN MUST RESUILT IN THE JLIDGES DOWN-
. GRADING THE CONTESTANTS INVOLVED, TIEBAREAXER: IF, AFTER TABLLATION
OF THE JUDGES' RECORD OF CHOICE, TWO CONTESTANTS RECEIVE THE SAME
PLACEMENT PQINT SCORE TOTAL, the te shail ba broken by comparing the
Record of Choice scoras of the five Jadges for the twa contestants. Qne of the
contestants will be the winner over the other by a majority of the judges’
Record of Cholce when only the placement of the tied contestants Is consid-
erad (EXAMPLE: Consider that Contestant No. 1 and No. 2 ara tied. Ifjudge’s
card No. Lreflects Record of Cholce for Contestant No, 1 as 3 and Contestant
Mo, 2 as 4, then it Is considared {thatthis judge ranks Contestant No. 1 ahead
of Cantestant Mo, 2) Use this procadure for afl five Judge's cards and a majority
of the five judges will break the He and determine the winner. IF, AFTER TABU-
LATION OF THE JUDGES' AECORD OF CHOICE, THREE, OR MURE CONTESTANTS
RECEIVE THE SAME PLACEMENT POINT SCORE TDTAL, The tie shall be broken by
referance to Final Total Polnts on the Judges’ Score cards, Only in this instance
will the contastant with the |argest Final Totai aints be decfared the winner, tn
the case of a tle an the Final Total Paint basis, the judges wifl then meet, com-
pare their scores and discuss all faatures of the program in order to arrive ata
final choice, THE DECISION OF THE JUDGES WILL BE FINALL
The Chairman will be expected to introduce each contestant by name immedi-
ately, befare he announces the decision of the judges,
The time aliotted for each contestant to deliver hisfher prepared oration shall
Aot be less than eight nor more than ten minutes, and for the Assigned Topics
Discourse notless than three nor rmore than five minutes,
If a contastant falls to usa all of his/her allotted time or uses more than his/her
allotted tiae in the delivery of his/her prepared oration, ar Assigned Topics
Discourse, a penalty of one point for each minute, or fraction thereof shall be
assessed agalnsk the contestant’s total score. '
assignad Topics Dlsctosure wiil be drawn by some Individual designated by the
Chairman, but will not be made knowa at this tme to the cantestants. As each
speaker concludes his/her prepared aration, hefshe will be retived to 3 private
raem, under the supervision of an individual appointed by the Chalrman, whers
the discourse of the Assigned Topics by ather speakars cannat be heard.

APPROXIMATELY FIVE MINUTES PRIOR TO THE TIME OF THE DELIVERY OF THE
AS5IGNED TOPICS DISCOURSE, CONTESTANT NUMBER ONE WILL BE INFORMED
QOF THE TOPIC BRAWN FOR THE ASSIGNED D{SCOURSE AND SHALL BE PERMIT-
TED TO RETIRE TO PRIVACY, UNDER THE DIRECTION OF AN INDIVIBUAL AP-
POINTED BY THE CHAIRMAN, WHOSE DUTY IT SHALL BE TO SEE THAT NO TEXT
MATTER, OR NOTES HAVING ANY CONNECTION WITH THE ACTUAL WORDS OF
THE TOPIC PROVIDED QN THE CARD DRAWN Each sucteeding contestant will
ba cafted upon Ir the arder In which he/she previously appeared, previously
appeared. Hefsha shall, also In kurn, be Informed of the topic of the Assignad
Toples Discourse and shafl then be escorted to privecy In tha mianner 1s pre-
vided for Contestant Number Gne.

SCHOLARSHIP AWARDS
Scholarship awards are presented to the three fnalists in the
National Pragram as fallows::

1st Place—518,000

2nd Place—$16,000

3rd Place, - $14,000
Each Department (State) winner who is certified Into and partictpates in the
first round of the National Frogram will racelve a $1,500 Scholarstip, Each first
rount winner who advances to and garticipates in the secand round, but does
not advance o the Final rounds will recaive an additional 51,500 schalarship to
pursie education beyond high schood. Tha three finalists of a Matfonal Einals
Program will be Ineligible to further participate at any level.

DISQUALIFICATION
if for any reasan a contestant s disquabified, or is unable to compete In the
Mgher program, after passing through one, or more stages ofthe pragram, his/
ter place will be taken by the contestant adjudgad next best to him/her I the
last competition in which he/she participated prior to his fher disquallfieation,
or withdrawal, provided said next contestant is available and can proceed with
tha compebition, without unduly delaying the contestant, If sald substitute
cantestant is nat available with undue delay, the pragram shall proceed among
the avaitable contestants. (Failure of a contestant to appear at the appelnted
time and place for the program will be automatically disqualified,}

TV AND RADIO
Live tatevision and radio broadcasts are permitted in all contests, as well as
filing, taping, or other types of media for Ister showing provided: 1, The Amei-
san legion is In no way obligated finandially. 2. Satiskactory arrangements are
made In advance with all persans concerned. 3.Filming, or broadcasts in no way
distract the contestants, or interfare with the pre-announced, scheduled time
of pragram. 4,The normal speaking vaice of the contestant is nat intarfered
with, or amgfified, within the auditarivm,

PUBLICITY

Program Chairpersans are urged to give publicity te the programs using various
methods of infarming the publlic of the forthcaming programs, so far as desira-

ble and advisable. PROMPTING
Prampting will he permitted in all programs up to the Departmeant Sectignal,
However, judgas may reduce rating of ¢ ts. I s Ing the pragram,

The American Legion offers nothing for sale. No admisséon fee shall be charged
to any pragram. The school authorities and the public generally are Invited to
caoperate with The Amerlcan Lagion In promoting this patriokic enterprise.
Constructive criticisms and suggestions wilt be gratefully received. Al Inquiries
conceming the program should be addressed as follows: Frank Nichotsan,
Chairman, Department Oratorlcal Schotarship Program Comenittee, The Ameri-
can legion, Department of West Vicginia, P.O. Box 3191, Charleston, West
Virginia 25332




WIMNERS OF WEST VIRGENIA STATE CONTESTS, SINCE 1953

. 2319 Trevor Swiger, Grafton
2018 Hayden Lang, Elkins
20117 Chad Durante, Fallansbee
2016 Chad Durante, Follanshee
2015 Sarah Bryan, Huntington
2014 Lauren Spears, Elkins
2013 Calleen iasiah, Charfeston
2012 Anthony Braxton, South Charlestan
2011-2010 Alek Fedyszyn, Wheeling
2009 Allgsa Fetherolf, Huntington
2008 -2007 Michae) Kotson, Gler Dale
2006 Stephanie Bridgeman, New Martinsville
2005 Karen Snpyder, New Martinsville
2004 Jaseph Chambars, Oak Hill
20032 —2002 Sarah Gofdstein, New Martinsvilie
2001 Ta Vigfianco, Bridgeport
2000 -1997 Yanessa McNeely, New Martinsville
1996 Christina Tabar, Princeton
1995 Marcie Simms, Mt. Clare
1994 Josh Duncan, Princeton
1993 loni Marie Johnson, Fatrmont
1992 Christopher Stirewalt, Wheeling
1591 -1990 Scott Rogers, Clarksturg
1982 Johr: Nathan Stroud, Wikiiamsburg
1988 Kimberly Dawn Knotts, Willlamsburg
1987 Eleanor A. Srown, Williamshurg
1986 Eric W. Leullette, Clarksburg
1935 Carl I, Merchant, Blogmery
1984 No Cantest
1983 Holly L. Becker, Charleston
1382 Dean Harvey, Barleley Springs
1981 Margret McKowen, Mew Martinsville
1920 -1979 Naren Ramakrishna, Charleston
1978 Michaet D. Molina, Anmoore
1977 ¥ovin Dean, Wheelling
1976 Wicki Rush, Fairmont
1975 Kevin Dearn, Wheeling
1974 Rae Ellen Scanion, Romney
1973 fames McKowen, New Martinsville
1972 Joan L Autabaugh, Berleley Springs
1971 Debra Ann Novak, Huntington
1970 Chery! Haines, Points
1968 Howard E. Seufer Ir., Willlamstown
1968 David N. Conway, Elldns
1967 Eileen Mclay, Paden City
1966 Katherine teisering, Wheeling
1965 Charlatte Thralls, Fairmont
1364—1663 Thomas . Craig, Jr., Elkins
1982 leffry Schmitt, Pickaway
1961 Ray Edmoend Ratliff, Bluefield
1960 Patsy Dugan, Elking
1959 Joyce Ann Robr, Etking
1958 Sue Toeothman, Bridgeport
1957 Ray Houchins, Charleston
1955 Margis Rowley, Ravenswoad
1955 Nancy Ann Nutter, Charleston
1854 Carolyr Means, Ravenswoad
1653 joan O'Conner, Charleston




