
America Inspired Rauschenberg and Johns Photoshop



Section 1

Saving the Images

1. Pick a President or Historical American Figure
● Save the professional photograph of them found on wikipedia

● Find the year he was elected or the year something monumental happened.



2. Pick 4-5 photos of events and movie/toys/music/culture that stand out as part of their presidency

● This can be a positive take or negative take on the presidency
● Pick more than you need because they may not all work in the project
● I did Ronald Reagan so I used the photos below that represent the major events in his presidency and time period of the 80’s.



3. Save 2 newspaper headline or article about the president



5. Save one of the American Flag photographs from THIS LINK or find your own

https://drive.google.com/drive/folders/1-HivGywu7nYLNoJ0Nzz8cDmJhr-5q-2L?usp=share_link


Section 2

Creating Jasper Johns Numbers

1. Photoshop
● File-New
● Height 6 inches
● Width 16 inches
● Resolution 72
● Background White



1. Pick a color
● Using the Shape Tool, draw a rectangle on the far left of the canvas
● Try to make it the size that fills 1/4 of the canvas



3. Click Ctrl + J to duplicate the layer

● Use the move tool and move the duplicated rectangle to the right until the two rectangles are by each other.
●



4.  Repeat duplicating the layer two more times until you have four layers (Ctrl + J)

● Using the move tool, move the rectangles next to each other
● If you have extra space left, use the crop tool to remove it.



5. You will be changing the color of 3 of the rectangles

● Click on the 3rd layer on the layers pallet
● Pick a new color
● Click on the paint bucket tool (it may be behind the Gradient Tool)
● Click with the paint bucket on the second rectangle
● A warning will pop up.  Just click ok
● You can now use the paint bucket to change the rectangle color



6. Continue with each rectangle layer until you have 4 different colored rectangles



7. When you are done, right click on the background layer and Flatten Image



8. For this next step you will need to find the year of your president which you researched at the beginning of the project.  You will be
using this date for the next steps

● Click the Text box tool and drag the box over the first rectangle
● Pick Eras Bold ITC font
● Pick font size 68pt
● Type in the first number of your date



9. Click Ctrl + T to make the number bigger.

● Make it the size that is similar to the example below
● You can change the color of the number or leave it as is



10. Click Ctrl + J to duplicate the first number

● Use the Move Tool to move the number to the next colored box
● Highlight the number, change it and change the color of it



11. Click Ctrl + J to duplicate the second number

● Use the Move Tool to move the number to the next colored box
● Highlight the number, change it and change the color of it



12. Click Ctrl + J to duplicate the third number

● Use the Move Tool to move the number to the next colored box
● Highlight the number, change it and change the color of it



13. Right click on the layers pallet and Flatten your image



14. You will now be painting over parts of the numbers and boxes.  You will be using a variety of brushes and colors.  This is the 
time for you to be creative and create the look you would like.

● Use a combination of the following brushes.  Remember to change the color with each one
● Kyle- Scratch Blend 175
● Kyle- Screen Tones 38
● Kyle- Impressionist Blender 1
● Kyle- Supreme Splatter and Texture
● Kyle- Bonus Chunky Charcoal

Download Winter 2023 brushes HERE

https://www.adobe.com/products/photoshop/brushes.html#from_ims=true&old_hash=%23!%26from_ims%3Dtrue%26old_hash%3D%26api%3Dauthorize&api=authorize#access_token=eyJhbGciOiJSUzI1NiIsIng1dSI6Imltc19uYTEta2V5LWF0LTEuY2VyIiwia2lkIjoiaW1zX25hMS1rZXktYXQtMSIsIml0dCI6ImF0In0..eTgjQmYonCfDzY6nHzcTKbBrfP2yuPEeeVjdvxjKA5RwZKLddr561DJSge8yZNwxEBWmx-NYfrAkgGROzxhN7WxTChc11qM-mOXJIpwfn6mxoArLxJzQ_ZFnZbLnIrcJ0oGVn_6kmB6Hbw7X1iunElvfxUTXfW0DNt6o3_Vu3ESYtq-I-j3BgpVFdY_DjamSF1rAvrbMB9SptEl74E8rBJCBClgJQvy1PY4U-DcLLYWykq97rxTnwjg_PAF92A8RhmTtfWPM78Ifvi0aH5eLL8BFmQov8Eh7_OisyLOh3sPhIprcHYsspTHxnv46rNoeUlMDMIQLmCQqbkM48e9Ncw&token_type=bearer&expires_in=86399997




15. When you are done Right click on the layers pallet and Flatten your image

● It should look something like mine



Section 3

Robert Rauschenberg America Photoshop

1. Open your American Flag
● Go to Image- Image Size
● Change the Width to 15 Inches
● The Height does not matter
● Resolution 72



2. Click Ctrl + J to duplicate your flag

● Click Ctrl + T and make the American flag smaller than the first flag.



3. Click Ctrl + J to duplicate your second flag

● Click Ctrl + T and make the American flag smaller than the second flag
● Right click and flatten image on the layers pallet



4. Open the president photo and move it onto the flags.

● If it is to big or to small click Ctrl + T to make it bigger or smaller
● You may place the president anywhere you would like.



5. Go to the Layers Pallet

● Where it says normal at the top of it, you will be changing it.
● Play around with the different overlays until you find one that you like



6.  Open the Date/numbers image you made in photoshop and move it onto the flags.

● If it is to big or to small click Ctrl + T to make it bigger or smaller
● You may place the numbers anywhere you would like.
● Go to the Layers Pallet

● Where it says normal at the top of it, you will be changing it.
● Play around with the different overlays until you find one that you like



7. Open the next photo and move it onto the flags.

● If it is to big or too small click Ctrl + T to make it bigger or smaller
● You may place the image anywhere you would like.
● Go to the Layers Pallet

● Where it says normal at the top of it, you will be changing it.
● Play around with the different overlays until you find one that you like



8. Continue adding photos and following the above steps until you have them all added.  Before you are done make sure you 
have all of the following

● President
● Newspaper
● Date
● 2 or more other photos from the time period
● FLATTEN ALL of the LAYERS

9. You will now be painting over areas of the project.  This will be similar to the numbers project.

● Use a combination of the following brushes.  Remember to change the color with each one
● Kyle- Scratch Blend 175
● Kyle- Screen Tones 38 (McElfish LOVES this one)
● Kyle- Impressionist Blender 1
● Kyle- Supreme Splatter and Texture
● Kyle- Bonus Chunky Charcoal




