Plate Tectonics Alternate Project
You will be able to choose assignments from the list below.  All work is expected to be in final form, and of very high quality.  The following rubric will be used for grading:
50 points – A

40 points – B
30 points – C
20 points – D

1. Research a scientist who contributed to the plate tectonic theory or is involved in volcanoes or earthquakes.  Write a story about them on the day they announced their discovery, or write a story about what a day is like on their job.  Include background information – 3 paragraphs  (10 pts)
2. Do an “interview” of a famous scientist who contributed to the plate tectonic theory or is involved in volcanoes or earthquakes.  You do not actually need to interview this person, but create a list of questions to ask them about their accomplishments, and research the answers – 10 questions (10 pts)
3. Create a game about plate tectonics, with 20 related questions and a board.  (20 points)
4. Research a major earthquake or volcano, and make a diary of that experience as if you were there.  Include location, type, destruction, deaths, and use your 5 senses in describing the experience – 3-4 paragraphs  (10 points)
5. Create a timeline of the development of seismology.  Use pictures and creativity! 10 events (10 points)
6. Research and display your understanding of an instrument used to study the shifting of the plates, by creating a small poster on the instrument.  Include pictures.  (10 points)
7. Demonstrate your understanding of plate movement with experiments and demonstrations (10 pts) *
8. Write a poem or song about plate tectonics, volcanoes, or earthquakes. (5-10 pts)
9. Show movie clips about volcanoes or earthquakes and explain why the statements they are making are true or false – PG clips only!! (5-10 pts)*
10. Write a paper that discusses what the earth would be like if we did not have plate tectonics – 3 paragraphs (10 pts)
11.  Draw cartoons that use humor to explain the theories.  6 frames, colored, neat. (10 pts)
12. Read an article from a newspaper about seismic activity.  Clip out or print the article, and describe the boundary, and answer the 5W’s in complete sentences.  Article must be less than one month old.  (5 pts)
13. Research the volcanic history of Michigan and display your information in a creative way. (10 pts)
14. Create a mural or collage of plate tectonic topics.  Include a 1-2 paragraph explanation (10 pts)
15. Create a children’s book (about plate tectonics) with creativity, pictures, and a story line (15 pts)
16. Create a 3D model of one of the topics we have been studying, and include a 1-2 paragraph explanation.  (10 pts)
17. Pretend you’re a journalist with an audience that assumes the continents have never moved.  Write about the kinds of evidence you’ll need to convince people otherwise.  Create a 12 slide PowerPoint showing at least 5 example of plate movement. (15 pts)
18. Create a job description of a geologist.  Include what type of degree is required, classes and time involved to earn the degree, what universities in Michigan offer this degree and what are the job description. (15 pts)
19. Some geologists have proposed that nuclear wastes be placed in a subduction zone as a means of disposal. The idea is that the nuclear waste will sink deep into the Earth and would not bother us again. Research this idea and tell whether you think that this is a good idea?  Submit a 2 page typed, double-spaced, Arial size 12 font paper. (20 pts)
20. The mid-ocean ridges and the islands that grow up from them (like Iceland) are hotbeds of geothermal energy.  Describe how you might harness some of this energy.  Discuss some of the advantages and disadvantages of using geothermal energy.  Create a double-sided brochure explaining the energy as well as advantages and disadvantages. (20 pts)
All work is due on ________________________
If you have questions – ASK!!!!  Plagiarism will not be accepted – please see your teacher if you have any questions about this!
