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Connect to the Poem | Litorary Study: Analyzing

What is the real you like? Do you have your father's chin or your frony.
grandmothar's sense of humor? Think about your physical R
characteristics and your persanality traits. Ara you satisfied with )
who you are today, ot do you have plans to make changes in the

future?
Quickwrite Freewrite for a few minutes about who you are today.
Describe personality traits or accomplishments that make you
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Set Purpnses for Reading

g1G Question
As you read, ask yourself, what do | like about myself? How can |
build self-confidence? :

lrony

When something awful happens and you say “Oh, great!” you are

being ironic. In literature, verbal ireny exists when the author, or a

character the author creates, says the oppasite of what he or she

really means. Similarly, situational irony exists when what actually

happens in a situation is the opposite of what we expect. frony .

can be humorous, as when someone says, “Nice weathar” during Auther Search For more about

g blizzard. It can also be used in a serious, or sven a bitter, way. Arncld Adoff, go to glencae.com
For example, you might mutter “Nice guy” after someone has and enter QuickPass code

) p . GL29763U5.
done something rude. As you read “Almost Ready, look for

examples of irony.
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Irony What details in the
poem suggest that the
speaker is not "in control”?

) BIG Duestion

How do you think the
speaker can become who
he wants to be?
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L

s, :What does the title “Almost Ready” suggest about the inner conflict

Respond and Thinlk Critically

TIpP

hat images does the poem focus on? [Recall]

2. In what way does the érrangement of lines in the poem add to the }
poem’s meaning? Explain. [Interpret]

3. What do the new shirt, hip shoes, and deep vaice mean to the
speaker? [infer]

“the speaker is feeling? [Analyze]
frony Why does the speaker feel he has to wear a

differently inside. Do.you agres? Explain your answer. {Evaluate]

Formation of Plurals The usual way to form plurals of a noun in_
English is to add -s or -es to the end of the word. Below are
some other general rules for forming plurals:

Interprating

To answer quastion 2, think
about how the arrangemeni
of words on the page can be
part of a poet’'s message.

» Look at the way the words
of the poem are arranged,
What might this tall you
about the speaker?

» Does the arrangement of
words remind you of
anything? How does the
arrangement connect to
what the spaaker is doing
in'the poem?

» Think about the main

" gualities-of the speaker.
How does the poem’s form
echo those qualitiss?.

» Ifthe noun ends in s, sh, ¢h, x, or z,then add -es. {bus/buses,
tax/taxes, buzz/buzzes)

s If the noun ends in a consonant + y, then change yto /and
add -es. {candy/candies)

the BIG (luastmn in your
unit Foldabla.

¢ If the noun ends in /f, then change the fto vand add -gs.
{calf/calves)

¢ |f the noun ends in fe, then change the fto vand add -s,
{wife/wives)”

Practice On a sheet of paper, list these words kiss, Iife, seff,
sky, bully, and bunch. Write the plural form of each word, Use
the speliing rules as a guide.

White a Blurb Have you ever read.a blurb on the back cover of a book
that made you want to read the book? Write an informative paragraph
that could appear on the back of a book of Arncld Adeff's poetry. In
the blurh, tell readers what the poem "Almost Ready” says about
growing up and fitting in.
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Selection Resources

Far Selection Quizzes,
eFlashcards, and Reading-
Writing Connection activities,
go ta glencoe.com and enter
OuickPass eode GL297630u5.
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