
Album Cover
Assignment



Using watercolor techniques create 
an album cover in one of the styles 

listed below that inspired by an 
artist that you listen to.

Styles: Realism, Abstraction, 
Surrealism



Criteria Advanced (8) Meeting (6) Beginning (4) Emerging (2) Missing (0)

Album Cover and 
Research

Complete (8) Missing 

Style Complete (8) Missing 

Watercolor
Colors Used

7 or more 5-6 colors used 3-4 colors used 1- 2 colors used Missing 

Flat Wash Flat wash achieved with
no corrections made

Flat wash achieved, but
corrections had to be 

made

Attempted flat wash, 
but it has brushstrokes 

Attempted flat wash, 
but it is uneven and has

brushstrokes 

Missing 

Graded Wash Graded was achieved 
with even transition

Graded wash achieved,
but transition is off

Attempted graded 
wash, but it is uneven

Attempted graded 
wash, but there is no 

transition

Missing 

Watercolor
 Technique*

Achieved technique 
perfectly

Achieved technique, 
minor corrections 

needed

Attempted, can 
distinguish technique, 
but not not fully formed 

Attempted, but cannot 
distinguish the 

technique

Missing 

Additional Watercolor 
Techniques

4 or more 3 techniques 2 techniques 1 technique Missing 

Presentation 1-2 errors or flaws* 3-4 errors or flaws* 5-6 errors or flaws* 7 or more Missing 

Self
Assessment

Completed (8) Missing

Gallery Walk Completed (8) Missing 
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Watercolor
Techniques
Assignment



Criteria Advanced
(4)

Meeting
(3)

Beginning
(2)

Emerging
(1)

Missing
(0)

Wet on Dry Technique 
was 

completed 
perfectly

Technique 
achieved, but

with minor 
errors

Technique 
attempted, 
but needs 

improvement

Attempted, 
but cannot 
distinguish 
technique

Missing

Wet on Wet “ “ “ “ “

Gradient 
Wash

“ “ “ “ “

Flat Wash “ “ “ “ “

Bleeding 
Colors

“ “ “ “ “



Criteria Advanced
(4)

Meeting
(3)

Beginning
(2)

Emerging
(1)

Missing
(0)

1 3 1

2 4 3

3 4 3

4 4 2

5 4 2

A - 4 90% - 
100%

B - 3 80% - 89%

C - 2 70% - 79%

D - 1 60% - 69%

F - 0 59% - 50%

Add you score: 14

Divide number of criteria: 5

Grade: 2.8



Watercolor Techniques 
Template



Wet on Dry
Using the paintbrush pick up
water and pigment and apply 
it to the paper.



Wet on Wet
Using a paintbrush wet an 
area of paper with water, 
and then apply pigment



Graded Wash
Using a paintbrush wet paper
with water, then apply 
pigment on one side and use 
the brush to pull the 
pigment across the area
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FLAT WASH
Using water and pigment 
create a flat even area of 
color



BLEEDING COLORS
Using the wet on wet 
technique apply two 
different pigments and let 
the colors bleed into each 
other



DRY BRUSH
Using a dry brush, pick up 
pigment and apply it to dry 
paper



SALT
Apply pigment to the paper, 
then sprinkle it with salt



RUBBING ALCOHOL
Apply pigment to paper, then
spray with rubbing alcohol



RESIST - WAX
Apply wax to paper, then 
paint over the top of it
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LIFTING - Paintbrush
Apply pigment and water to 
paper, then using a dry 
brush lift the pigment off 
the paper



LIFTING - PAPER TOWEL
Apply pigment and water to 
paper, then use a dry 
crumpled paper towel to lift
the pigment off the paper



MOVING - PLASTIC 
WRAP

Apply pigment and water to 
paper, then apply crumpled 
plastic wrap and allow to 
dry



MOVING - BUBBLE 
WRAP

Apply pigment and water to 
paper, then apply bubble 
wrap and allow to dry



MOVING - AIR
Apply pigment and water to 
paper, then using the 
pipette blow the pigment 
across the paper



Watercolor History
What is watercolor?

https://www.newworldencyclopedia.org/entry/Watercolor_painting#:~:text=Watercolor%20is%20a%20tradition%20that,on%20paper%2C%20made%20of%20papyrus.


Realism
the quality or fact of 
representing a person, 
thing, or situation 

accurately or in a way that 
is true to life.



Realism



Realism



Abstraction
 art that does not attempt 
to represent reality, but 

seeks to achieve its effect 
using shapes, forms, colors,

and textures.



Abstraction



Abstraction



Surrealism
art that does not attempt to
represent reality, but seeks

to achieve a dream-like 
reality or vision of your 

subconscious. 



Surrealism



Surrealism





Using watercolor techniques create 
an album cover in one of the styles 

listed below that inspired by an 
artist that you listen to.

Styles: Realism, Abstraction, 
Surrealism



Criteria Advanced (8) Meeting (6) Beginning (4) Emerging (2) Missing (0)

Album Cover and 
Research

Complete (8) Missing 

Style Complete (8) Missing 

Watercolor
Colors Used

7 or more 5-6 colors used 3-4 colors used 1- 2 colors used Missing 

Flat Wash Flat wash achieved with
no corrections made

Flat wash achieved, but
corrections had to be 

made

Attempted flat wash, 
but it has brushstrokes 

Attempted flat wash, 
but it is uneven and has

brushstrokes 

Missing 

Graded Wash Graded was achieved 
with even transition

Graded wash achieved,
but transition is off

Attempted graded 
wash, but it is uneven

Attempted graded 
wash, but there is no 

transition

Missing 

Watercolor
 Technique*

Achieved technique 
perfectly

Achieved technique, 
minor corrections 

needed

Attempted, can 
distinguish technique, 
but not not fully formed 

Attempted, but cannot 
distinguish the 

technique

Missing 

Additional Watercolor 
Techniques

4 or more 3 techniques 2 techniques 1 technique Missing 

Presentation 1-2 errors or flaws* 3-4 errors or flaws* 5-6 errors or flaws* 7 or more Missing 

Self
Assessment

Completed (8) Missing

Gallery Walk Completed (8) Missing 



Album Requirements 

1. Must have four or more colors 
represented 

2. Must have two or more examples of 
imagery



● Artist: Red Hot Chili Peppers
● Album title: Californication
● Favorite Song: Otherside
● Why did you choose this album? I chose this 

album because it reminds me of when I was 
younger, I used to listen to this music 
when i was hanging out with my cousins.

● Optional -  Youtube link: 
https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=rn_Yo
diJO6k 

https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=rn_YodiJO6k
https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=rn_YodiJO6k


● Artist: Tariku Shiferaw
● Artwork title: Breath And stop (Q-tip)
● Artwork Style: Abstract
● Why did you choose this artwork? I chose 

this artwork because I liked the contrast 
between the glossy paint and matte paint. 

Insert Artwork Image Here



Hard Deadline

Album Cover



T - Tell the artist something you like
● I like how you _____ . 
● I think it was cool how you _____ .

A - Ask the artist a question about their work 
● I was wondering why you _____ ?
● I noticed that you _____ and I wanted to know why?

G - Give the artist a suggestion to improve their work
● I think you could change _____ to improve your artwork.
● I feel that you could include _____ to make your artwork more impactful. 



Paragraph One(8 sentences)

1. Why did you make the 
choices you did.

2. Why did you choose this 
album cover?

Paragraph Two(8 sentences)

1. What did you learn?
2. What would you do 

differently?


