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Want quick photography tips? 
Check out our friends at DailyPhotoTips.com they'll send you 1 solid photography tip
to your inbox, 5 days a week. So you can start your day right, with actionable tips to
help you on your creative journey. Subscribe now →  (free for a limited time)
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Before you dive into this guide, here's a few other
free resources to help you learn photography:

What is Your #1 Photography Killer?

Take Quiz →

Take this 30 second quiz to find out
the #1 thing holding your
photography back.

Free Photography eBooks

Download eBooks →

Free access to our library of 250+
downloadable (pdf) tutorials on
everything you can imagine.

3 Free Photography Cheat Sheets

Download Cheat Sheets →

Grab 3 free photography cheat
sheets that will help you
understand the basics.

https://photzy.typeform.com/to/zjb8XMgw/?utm_source=pdf&utm_medium=internal%20link&utm_campaign=free%20guide&utm_content=What%E2%80%99s%20With%20All%20This%20Hype%20About%20Ai%20and%20Photography%3F
https://photzy.typeform.com/to/zjb8XMgw/?utm_source=pdf&utm_medium=internal%20link&utm_campaign=free%20guide&utm_content=What%E2%80%99s%20With%20All%20This%20Hype%20About%20Ai%20and%20Photography%3F
https://photzy.typeform.com/to/zjb8XMgw/?utm_source=pdf&utm_medium=internal%20link&utm_campaign=free%20guide&utm_content=What%E2%80%99s%20With%20All%20This%20Hype%20About%20Ai%20and%20Photography%3F
https://photzy.typeform.com/to/zjb8XMgw/?utm_source=pdf&utm_medium=internal%20link&utm_campaign=free%20guide&utm_content=What%E2%80%99s%20With%20All%20This%20Hype%20About%20Ai%20and%20Photography%3F
https://photzy.com/photography-killers/?utm_source=pdf&utm_medium=internal%20link&utm_campaign=free%20guide&utm_content=What%E2%80%99s%20With%20All%20This%20Hype%20About%20Ai%20and%20Photography%3F
https://photzy.com/3-free-photography-cheat-sheets-that-will-help-you-understand-the-basics/?utm_source=pdf&utm_medium=internal%20link&utm_campaign=free%20guide&utm_content=What%E2%80%99s%20With%20All%20This%20Hype%20About%20Ai%20and%20Photography%3F
https://dailyphototips.com/?utm_source=pdf&utm_medium=internal%20link&utm_campaign=free%20guide&utm_content=What%E2%80%99s%20With%20All%20This%20Hype%20About%20Ai%20and%20Photography%3F
https://photzy.com/signup/?utm_source=pdf&utm_medium=internal%20link&utm_campaign=free%20guide&utm_content=What%E2%80%99s%20With%20All%20This%20Hype%20About%20Ai%20and%20Photography%3F


WHAT’S WITH ALL THIS HYPE ABOUT AI AND PHOTOGRAPHY? // © PHOTZY.COM 3

Photography is not a static industry. 
Technology is always evolving, and digital 
technology means that every camera runs 
on some form of computer. AI is used 
in everything from the camera working 
out where to focus to choosing the right 
camera settings or a preset. It can do a 
lot of clever things, but does machine 
learning take away the creativity of 
photography? Let’s investigate AI a little 
further.

Photograph by Kent DuFault and AI by avatarai.me

Photographer Kent DuFault uploaded half a dozen self-portraits to the AI tool avatarai.me. The 
machine took those portraits and combined them to create new pictures of Kent.

https://photzy.com
https://avatarai.me/
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WHAT IS AI?

Key Lesson: AI stands for 
Artificial Intelligence. In brief, it is 
the process of machine learning and 
simulation of human intelligence in a 
computer. The idea is that a program 
learns as it goes along but also 
retains this information. AI has 
previously been integrated into 
photography, with your camera’s 
computer making automatic 
adjustments to an image. But, of 
course, AI can be taken much further 
with dedicated post-production 
programs that will make far greater 
changes to an image.

Recommended Reading: Want 
to expand your shooting skills and 
master photography? Grab our set 
of 65 beautifully designed and 
printable Action Cards that will give 
you over 200 photography 
assignments to help you take your 
photography to the next level. 
Check it out here.

Photograph by Kent DuFault and AI by avatarai.me

Another variation from avatarai.me

https://photzy.com
https://photzy.com/ld/actioncards/?utm_source=pdf&utm_medium=internal%20link&utm_campaign=free%20guide&utm_content=What%E2%80%99s%20With%20All%20This%20Hype%20About%20Ai%20and%20Photography%3F
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WHAT’S GOOD ABOUT AI?

AI isn’t all doom and gloom in the photographic world. In fact, 
it has been used to make some significant and worthwhile 
improvements to the way we shoot. Here are some examples:

 · Subject-based tracking – One of the big benefits of AI is 
that it can do things far quicker than we humans can. And 
in photography, a big part of this is focusing on subjects. 
Cameras have had subject-based tracking for a while, 
whereby you identify a subject, and the camera tracks 
this within your scene. However, AI cameras are learning 
different subjects and will then locate them for you in a 
scene. This, combined with more powerful AF algorithms, 
means that focusing on moving subjects is even easier.

 · Facial recognition – This feature has been around for a 
while, but when you select this focusing mode, your camera 
will automatically identify any faces in your image. It will 
then prioritize focus on the faces. On some cameras, you 
can also choose which eye you’d like to direct focus to. 

 · Post-production – Although this is where I feel the lines 
start to blur, AI has some useful tools to help in post-
production. You’ll find AI face recognition to aid in portrait 
enhancement and AI subject and background masking, 
both of which can help speed up editing work considerably. 
There are also enhancement programs or plug-ins that will 
enlarge an image without any loss of quality or even take a 
low-quality image and produce a shot that isn’t pixelated. 

Photograph by Kent DuFault and AI by avatarai.me

And a final version from Kent’s self-portrait series.

https://photzy.com
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SO, WHY ISN’T AI THE BEST 
THING SINCE SLICED BREAD?

Everyone has an opinion on AI, and whilst 
I think that it has added a lot to cameras 
themselves, I am more skeptical of AI when 
it comes to post-production. My concern is 
that AI can take a photograph and turn it into 
something it isn’t.

Key Lesson: Some of these things 
aren’t necessarily a problem. Portrait 
enhancement, for example, is actually a 
godsend for portrait photographers when 
used correctly. No client wants to see a 
blemish in a photograph. Being able to 
remove spots or deep lines on a face is 
extremely useful, as is tweaking levels of 
shine or getting rid of stray hair. As a 
portrait photographer myself, I’m 
undoubtedly grateful for the ease by 
which it is possible to make these 
corrections. Likewise, tools such as the 
‘Content Aware’ fill in Photoshop (which 
allows you to remove objects from a 
photograph seamlessly) can be 
extraordinarily useful – say, a trash bin at 
the edge of a scene that you failed to 
notice. 

Concept by Kent DuFault and Art Generation by AI Art

Kent used the voice command AI app called AI Art to create this image. His 
voice command was “An Intergalactic Traveling Cat.”

https://photzy.com
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My point here is that this is not an alteration but 
merely a presentation of the best version of a 
person or a scene. You, as the photographer, are 
still presenting a realistic and truthful image to your 
viewer. 

The problem is, of course, that AI is capable of so 
much more. We’ve all heard of Instagram filters, 
where ‘influencers’ (and believe me, I’m using that 
word with a healthy dose of derision) can make 
themselves and their lives look as glamorous, glossy, 
and perfect as they wish. It’s easy for anyone to fake 
an image these days. 

You’ll see this taken even further in photo editing 
software programs. Lightroom and Luminar will 
both offer AI-driven presets (and that’s just a couple 
of examples), all of which are designed to make a 
photograph look wonderful. But this ‘perfection’ 
is driven by a machine-learning algorithm. There’s 
no individuality, no creativity, and, after a while, no 
difference from one image to the next. Unfortunately, 
social media has led many to believe that perfection 
and an instant ‘wow’ factor are all that matters in life. 
Individuality is the victim in this scenario.

https://photzy.com
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WHAT ABOUT IMAGE 
GENERATION? 

You may have heard this term, but what does 
it mean? New machine-learning models have 
been developed that generate digital images 
purely from natural language descriptions or 
prompts. There are literally no limits to what 
you can ask the program to create. From an 
image of the Eiffel Tower at night to a dog 
riding a tricycle with a bowler hat on, the only 
limit is your imagination. 

How this works varies slightly from program 
to program, and I am obviously simplifying 
things for brevity. But ethically, image 
generation feels extremely questionable. 
Software often scrapes copyrighted images 
from the web, takes aspects of other people’s 
work, and recombines them to create a new 
AI-generated image. You might rightly say 
no harm, no foul when it comes to an image 
such as the dog/tricycle/bowler hat scenario. 
This isn’t a photograph that’s going to occur 
naturally in life. But using our other example, 
many of us professional photographers have 
photographed the Eiffel Tower at night. The 
AI image that’s created may not be direct 
plagiarism of a professional’s work, but it 
certainly isn’t photography.

Concept by Kent DuFault and Art Generation by AI Art

When given the same voice command a second time, the AI app created a different concept.

https://photzy.com
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AI AND THE ORIGINAL 
CONCEPT OF 

PHOTOGRAPHY

“The photograph is a memento from a 
life being lived,” said John Berger, the art 
critic and author who wrote many seminal 
books on photography. When we think 
of photography, most of us see an image 
as a captured moment in time. It might 
be documenting an event; it might be 
capturing a landscape at a certain time of 
day or night; it might be photographing 
a person simply posing for the camera. 
A photograph is an event, albeit it is 
sometimes a tiny event, but an event, 
nonetheless. An AI-generated image 
captures nothing. It has no soul; it doesn’t 
capture an event or a moment in time. It 
is, at the end of the day, just a computer-
generated image.

Eden, Janine, and Jim

AI artwork was created using the program MidJourney and written commands.

https://photzy.com
https://flickr.com/photos/edenpictures/52542663504/in/photolist-oHxT1t-97c4ft-2o41Tis
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WHAT DOES THE FUTURE HOLD?

Some might argue that photography has long blurred 
the lines between fact and fiction. Even in the early days 
of photography, the chemical processes of dodging and 
burning allowed us to alter the depths of shadows and 
highlights. And yes, there’s always been a certain element 
of what a photographer chooses to present as ‘truth.’ But a 
photograph is honest in a way that an AI image can never 
be. As we push the boundaries of how artificial we want 
an image to be, we run the risk of losing individuality and 
creativity in photography. Images become identikit.

I can see that some areas of photography may be more 
at risk than others. A company that needs a huge number 
of products photographed is going to find it cheaper 
and easier to type text commands into a computer rather 
than hiring a photographer and setting up thousands of 
individual products. Promotional marketing materials are a 
lot easier to get right when you don’t need to worry about 
everyone smiling in a shot or the sky being the right shade 
of blue. Photographers will, as has been the way ever since 
photography was invented, adapt and move with the times.

Recommended Reading: Want to expand your 
shooting skills and master photography? Grab our set of 
65 beautifully designed and printable Action Cards that 
will give you over 200 photography assignments to help 
you take your photography to the next level. Check it 
out here.

AI Artwork by Cottonbro CG studio

https://photzy.com
https://photzy.com/ld/actioncards/?utm_source=pdf&utm_medium=internal%20link&utm_campaign=free%20guide&utm_content=What%E2%80%99s%20With%20All%20This%20Hype%20About%20Ai%20and%20Photography%3F
https://photzy.com/ld/actioncards/?utm_source=pdf&utm_medium=internal%20link&utm_campaign=free%20guide&utm_content=What%E2%80%99s%20With%20All%20This%20Hype%20About%20Ai%20and%20Photography%3F
https://www.pexels.com/photo/a-yellow-3d-hand-illustration-with-an-ok-hand-gesture-8834488/
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CONCLUSION 

It’s my belief that no amount of AI can 
ever replace or hope to replicate the 
creativity of a photographer and the 
innate ‘eye’ that they have for a shot. And 
there’s a long way to go before the robots 
completely take over the asylum! 

Photograph by Tara Winstead and Editing by Kent DuFault

https://photzy.com
https://www.pexels.com/photo/person-reaching-out-to-a-robot-8386434/
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Self-Check Quiz:

1) What does AI stand for?

2) What is subject-based tracking?

3) What is the ‘Content Aware’ fill tool?

4) What is image generation?

https://photzy.com


Want quick photography tips? 
Check out our friends at DailyPhotoTips.com they'll send you 1 solid photography tip
to your inbox, 5 days a week. So you can start your day right, with actionable tips to
help you on your creative journey. Subscribe now →  (free for a limited time)

Hey there!
 

What is Your #1 Photography Killer?

Take Quiz →

Take this 30 second quiz to find out
the #1 thing holding your
photography back.

Let's get real for a minute... Learning photography can be super challenging! But
we're here to help you every step of the way! Here are 3 of our most useful (and
FREE!) photography resources:
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Free Photography eBooks

Download eBooks →

Free access to our library of 250+
downloadable (pdf) tutorials on
everything you can imagine.

3 Free Photography Cheat Sheets

Download Cheat Sheets →

Grab 3 free photography cheat
sheets that will help you
understand the basics.
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IF YOU’D LIKE TO CONTINUE 
LEARNING AND IMPROVING 

YOUR PHOTOGRAPHY PLEASE 
VISIT PHOTZY.COM

Congratulations! You’ve completed 
this Photzy guide!

If you liked this photography tutorial, check out 
our set of 65 beautifully designed and printable 

project sheets that will give you over 200 
photography assignments to help you take your 

photography to the next level: Action Cards.
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