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Syllabus 

Advanced English 

Advanced English: Advanced English teaches critical reading and analysis of literature; advanced 

techniques of formal written composition; personal writing in a variety of literary forms; and self-designed 

oral presentations and techniques of group discussion. 

How Standards Will Be Addressed: Below you see a weekly schedule for the entire year. As the year 

progresses, the assignments will be assessed and student knowledge will be assessed. Student 

acquisition of standards found at the bottom of this syllabus will dictate emphasis of each week.  

Text: Zen and the Art of Motorcycle Maintenance 

Weekly Format: 

Monday and Wednesday are Literature Days – We will discuss the literature assigned, quizzes are likely, 

and potentially other literature will be brought in. 

Tuesday is Grammar Day – Student papers will be analyzed. Students and I will be finding issues in the 

writing and will create ‘rules’ to help us remember the issues. 

Thursday is Reading Day – Students will read all period silently. 

Friday is Writing Day – a writing assignment is assigned every Friday. The assignment assigned the 

previous Friday is due this day.  

Tuesday, Thursday and Friday are Non-Negotiable. If we have school these days, that is what will happen 

these days. Also, if an assignment is assigned on Friday, it is due the following Friday. If there is no 

school the following Friday, you have an extra week to complete.  

Grading:  

Reading Quizzes: Variable points from 15 – 20 each week 

Grammar Quizzes: Variable Points from 10 – 30 each week 

Discussion/Collaboration Points: 25 points each week 

Reading Log: 25 points each week 

Daily Journal: 5 points per class day (submitted weekly) 

Writing Assignment: 100 Points Each Assignment 

Final Assessments will be essays worth 1/5 of the students’ grade.  

 

Week 1 (August 21 – August 23) 

• Wednesday: Discuss syllabus. Discuss standards. Assign Chapter 1 

• Thursday: Reading Day 

• Friday: Assignment: Expectations 

Week 2 (August 26th – August 30th) 

• Monday: Discussion of Reading 

• Tuesday: Grammar Day 

• Wednesday: Assign Chapter 2 and Background 
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• Thursday: Reading Day 

• Friday: Assignment: Car Trips 

Week 3: (September 3 – September 6) 

• Tuesday: Grammar Day 

• Wednesday: Discussion of Reading – Assign Chapter 3 

• Thursday: Reading Day 

• Friday: Assignment: Ghost Stories 

Week 4: (September 9  - September 13) 

• Monday: Discussion of Reading 

• Tuesday: Grammar Day 

• Wednesday: Assign Chapter 4 and Background 

• Friday: Assignment: Photography 

Week 5: (September 16 – September 20) 

• Monday: Discussion of Reading 

• Tuesday: Grammar Day 

• Wednesday: Assign Chapter 5 and Background 

• Thursday: Reading Day 

• Friday: Assignment: Square vs. Groovy 

Week 6: (September 23 – September 27) 

• Monday: Discussion of Reading 

• Tuesday: Grammar Day 

• Wednesday: Assign Chapter 6 and Background 

• Thursday: Reading Day 

• Friday: Assignment: You Just Have to Figure it Out: Redneck Engineering 

Week 7: (September 30 – October 4) 

• Monday: Discussion of Reading 

• Tuesday: Grammar Day 

• Wednesday: Assign Chapter 7 and Background 

• Thursday: Reading Day 

• Friday: Assignment: “Think what it was like around here before air conditioning” 

Week 8: (October 7 – October 11) 

• Monday: Discussion of Reading 

• Tuesday: Grammar Day 

• Wednesday: Assign Chapter 8 and Background 

• Thursday: Reading Day 

• Friday: Assignment: Systems 
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Week 9: (October 14 – October 16) 

• Monday: Discussion of Reading 

• Tuesday: Grammar Day 

• Wednesday: Assign Chapter 9 and Background 

Week 10: (October 21 – October 25) 

• Monday: Discussion of Reading 

• Tuesday: Grammar Day 

• Wednesday: Assign Chapter 10 and Background 

• Thursday: Reading Day 

• Friday: Assignment: “The number of rational hypotheses that can explain any given 

phenomenon is infinite.” 

Week 11: October 28 – November 1 

• Monday: Discussion of Reading 

• Tuesday: Grammar Day 

• Wednesday: Assign Chapter 11 and Background 

• Thursday: Reading Day 

• Friday: Assignment: High Country of Montana, High Country of the Mind, and Phil Pekarski and 

Happiness in Montpelier 

Week 12: November 4 – November 8 

• Monday: Discussion of Reading 

• Tuesday: Grammar Day 

• Wednesday: Assign Chapter 12 and Background 

• Thursday: Reading Day 

• Friday: Assignment: It’s Obvious 

Week 13: November 12 – November 15 

• Tuesday: Grammar Day 

• Wednesday: Discussion of Reading and Assign Chapter 13 and Background 

• Thursday: Reading Day 

• Friday: Assignment: Are Places Holy? 

Week 14: November 18 – November 22 

• Monday: Discussion of Reading 

• Tuesday: Grammar Day 

• Wednesday: Assign Chapter 14 and Background 

• Thursday: Reading Day 

• Friday: Assignment: To Travel is Better than to Arrive 

Week 15: November 25 – November 27 
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• Monday: Discussion of Reading 

• Tuesday: Grammar Day 

• Wednesday: Assign Chapter 15 and Background 

Week 16: December 2 – December 6 

• Monday: Discussion of Reading 

• Tuesday: Grammar Day 

• Wednesday: Assign Chapter 16 and Background 

• Thursday: Reading Day 

• Friday: Why does climbing mountains appear in so many different sorts of religious texts? 

Week 17: December 9 – December 13 

• Monday: Discussion of Reading 

• Tuesday: Grammar Day 

• Wednesday: Assign Chapter 17 and Background 

• Thursday: Reading Day 

• Friday: Assignment: Climb the Mountain in an equilibrium between restlessness and exhaustion 

Week 18: (December 16 – December 20) 

• Monday: Discussion of Reading and Assign Chapter 18 

• Tuesday: Grammar 

• Wednesday: Final Test Prep 

• Thursday: Final Tests 

• Friday: Final Tests 

Week 19: (January 6 – January 10) 

• Monday: Discussion of Reading 

• Tuesday: Grammar 

• Wednesday: Assign Chapter 19 and Background 

• Thursday: Reading Day 

• Friday: Assignment: Quality 

Week 20: January 13 – January 17 

• Monday: Discussion of Reading 

• Tuesday: Grammar 

• Wednesday: Assign Chapter 20 and Background 

• Thursday: Reading Day 

• Friday: Assignment: Doing Something Difficult (like climbing a mountain) and complaining the 

whole way but then realizing the grandeur at the top 

Week 21: January 20 – January 24 

• Monday: Discussion of Reading 
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• Tuesday: Grammar 

• Wednesday: Assign Chapter 21 and Background 

• Thursday: Reading Day 

• Friday: Pioneers are Mess-Makers 

Week 22: January 27 – January 31 

• Monday: Discussion of Reading 

• Tuesday: Grammar 

• Wednesday: Assign Chapter 22 and Background 

• Thursday: Reading Day 

• Friday: Math 

Week 23: February 3 – February 6 

• Monday: Discussion of Reading 

• Tuesday: Grammar 

• Wednesday: Assign Chapter 23 and Background 

• Thursday: Reading Day 

Week 24: February 9 – February 13 

• Monday: Discussion of Reading 

• Tuesday: Grammar 

• Wednesday: Assign Chapter 24 and Background 

• Thursday: Reading Day 

• Friday: Should Everybody and Everything Aspire to Quality? 

Week 25: February 17 – February 21 

• Monday: Discussion of Reading 

• Tuesday: Grammar 

• Wednesday: Assign Chapter 25 and Background 

• Thursday: Reading Day 

• Friday: The Beauty or Lack Thereof of Technology 

Week 26: February 24 – February 28 

• Monday: Discussion of Reading 

• Tuesday: Grammar 

• Wednesday: Assign Chapter 26 and Background 

• Thursday: Reading Day 

• Friday: Gumption 

Week 27: March 2 – March 6 

• Monday: Discussion of Reading 

• Tuesday: Grammar 
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• Wednesday: Assign Chapter 27 and Background 

• Thursday: Reading Day 

• Friday: Can a Mind Be Divided Like Phaedrus’? 

Week 28: March 9 – March 11 

• Monday: Discussion of Reading 

• Tuesday: Grammar 

• Wednesday: Assign Chapter 28 and Background 

Week 29: March 16 – March 20 

• Monday: Discussion of Reading 

• Tuesday: Grammar 

• Wednesday: Assign Chapter 29 and Background 

• Thursday: Reading Day 

• Friday: Assign – Loneliness in More Populated Areas 

Week 30: March 23 – March 27 

• Monday: Discussion of Reading 

• Tuesday: Grammar 

• Wednesday: Assign Chapter 30 and Background 

• Thursday: Reading Day 

• Friday: Assign – Everything is an analogy and we are all propagandists for our own point of view 

Week 31: March 30 – April 3 

• Monday: Discussion of Reading 

• Tuesday: Grammar 

• Wednesday: Assign Chapter 31 and Background 

• Thursday: Reading Day 

• Friday: Assign – Parental Cruelty 

Week 32: April 6th – April 9th 

• Monday: Discussion of Reading 

• Tuesday: Grammar 

• Wednesday: Assign Chapter 32 and Background 

• Thursday: Reading Day 

Week 33: April 15 – April 17 

• Wednesday: Discussion of Reading 

• Thursday: Reading Day 

• Friday: Assign – Final Discussion of Text 

Week 34: April 20 – April 24 
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• Monday: Discussion of Next Book – Lila – Assign students to find texts related to Zen and the Art 

of Motorcycle Maintenance 

• Tuesday: Grammar 

• Wednesday: Student 1 Report 

• Thursday: Reading Day 

• Friday: Assign – Student Choice 

Week 35: April 26 – May 1 

• Monday: Student 2 Report 

• Tuesday: Grammar 

• Wednesday: Student 3 Report 

• Thursday: Reading Day 

• Friday: Assign – Standards  

Week 36: May 4 – May 8 

• Monday: Collaborative Student Project – Build something to represent Zen and the Art 

• Tuesday: Grammar 

• Wednesday: Continue Project 

• Thursday: Reading Day 

• Friday: Assign – What ought to be taught? 

Week 37: May 11 – May 15 

• Continue Project 

• Tuesday: Grammar Day 

• Wednesday: Project Due 

• Thursday: Reading Day 

• Friday: No Writing Assignment – Final Assignment Due 

Week 38:  

• Monday and Tuesday: Gather Information for Final 

• Wednesday and Thursday: Final 
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Standards of Emphasis:  

Vocabulary L4, L5, and L6 

 

Conventions L1 and L2 
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Comprehension, Collaboration, and Presentation of Knowledge and Ideas (SL 1-6) 
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Writing: (W 3-6) 

 

Reading Standards for Literature/Fiction (RL 1-6) 
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