CURRICULUM

Unit at a Glance
Grade Level: 7th

Essential Question: What makes adolescence challenging?

Length: 5-7 weeks (see Pacing Guide)
Unit Texts: (see full list of texts)

o “Going Steady” by Adam Bagdasarian (Short Story)
* “Hanging Fire” by Audre Lorde (Poem)

Focus Skills: (see Reading and Writing Skill Arcs)

Reading:

o Theme development [RL.7.2]

o Interaction of story elements [RL.7.3]

o Impact of repetition and figurative language [RL.7.4]
o Structure in poetry [RL.7.5]

Writing:

o “Saturday at the Canal” by Gary Soto (Poem)

o “Likes vs. Likeability” by Aaron Moger and Scott Jared
(Informational Text)

e “Popularity” by Adam Bagdasarian (Short Story)
o Supplemental Texts included (English + Spanish)
o Independent Reading and Book Club Options

o Argument writing [W.7.1]
o Expository writing [W.7.2]

Language:
o Compound and complex sentences [L.7.1.B]
o Grade appropriate academic vocabulary [L.7.6]

Speaking and Listening:
o Referring to evidence in discussion [SL.7.1.A]

WHAT’S INCLUDED

v 5 Reading Lessons
v A Set of Supplemental texts

v Independent Reading and Book
Club Resources

v A Writing Baseline Assessment

Unit Overview

This 360 Unit, Adolescence, is anchored around two engaging short stories that
illuminate both the humor and uncertainty of the adolescent experience: “Going
Steady” and “Popularity.” The relatable protagonists in each of these short stories
grapple with awkward first love and the ill-fated quest to be well-liked. Students
also read two poems, “Hanging Fire” by Audre Lorde and “Saturday at the Canal” by
Gary Soto, that illuminate different themes about the challenges of being young. To B e
help students build background knowledge, students read “Likes vs. Likeability,” an o
informational text about the psychology of popularity. They also engage in a Related v 2Vocabulary Activity Sets
Media Exploration featuring an excerpt from the This American Life podcast in which v 2Vocabulary Quizzes
middle schoolers share their personal experiences and worries at a middle school 1 Grammar and Usage Activity Set
dance. 1 Grammar and Usage Quiz

1 Discussion Skill Lesson

1 Class Discussion

1 Related Media Exploration

1 Narrative Essay Prompt

1 Argumentative Literary Analysis Essay
v A Set of Alternative End-Of-Unit

Writing Options

By the end of the unit, students should be able to articulate how authors use complex
characters, repetition, and descriptive language to develop a theme. To demonstrate
this skill, students write a literary analysis essay about two of the unit texts in which
they argue whether these texts prove or disprove the statement “Adolescence is a
war; no one gets out unharmed.” This comprehensive and engaging unit also includes
resources to support teachers in launching an independent reading program or book
clubs that run parallel to the core instruction in this unit.
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Skill Focus:

By 6th grade, students should be able to
articulate the theme in a literary text and
write about how particular details reveal
the theme [RL.6.]. In this 7th grade unit,
students will take this skill to the next level.
Theme statements in 7th grade should be
more nuanced and use a more complex
sentence structure. They should also
articulate how an author develops a theme
in aliterary text—through character
change, major plot events, or literary
devices and figurative language [RL.7.2].

Reading lessons in this unit include
scaffolded questions to help students
meet this grade level reading standard.
The Independent Practice for each
reading lesson is aligned to RL.7.2, RL.7.3,
and RL.7.4 and includes both multiple
choice and short answer responses.

Writing in this unit is focused on helping
students write an argumentative literary
analysis essay. Students will practice
introducing text evidence and writing
explanations for evidence. Students will
respond to a final prompt that asks them
to use two unit texts to argue whether
the following statement is true or untrue:

How does RL.2

How does RL.3

How does RL.4

How does RL.5

shift?

6th Grade: Determine
atheme or central
idea of a text and
how it is conveyed
through particular
details; provide
asummary of the
text distinct from
personal opinions or
judgments.

+y ¥ 4

7th Grade: Determine
atheme or central
idea of a text

and analyze its
development over
the course of the
text; provide an
objective summary of
the text.

“Adolescence is a war; no one gets out unharmed.”

ARC OF READING INSTRUCTION

shift?

6th Grade: Describe
how a particular
story’s or drama’s
plot unfoldsina
series of episodes
as well as how the
characters respond
or change as the
plot moves toward a
resolution.

+¥ ¥ ¥

7th Grade: Analyze
how particular
elementsof a
story or drama
interact (e.g., how
setting shapes the
characters or plot).

shift?

6th Grade: Determine
the meaning of words
and phrases as they
are used in a text,
including figurative and
connotative meanings;
analyze the impact of
a specific word choice
on meaning and tone.

+¥ ¥ +

7th Grade: Determine
the meaning of words
and phrases as they
are used in a text,
including figurative and
connotative meanings;
analyze the impact

of rhymes and other
repetitions of sounds
(e.g., alliteration) on a
specific verse or stanza
of apoem or section of
astory ordrama.

shift?

6th Grade: Analyze
how a particular
sentence, chapter,
scene, or stanza
fits into the overall
structure of a text
and contributes to
the development of
the theme, setting,
or plot.

+¥ ¥ +

7th Grade: Analyze
how a drama’s or
poem’s form or
structure (e.g.,
soliloquy, sonnet)
contributes toits
meaning.

Reading Lesson 1

“Going Steady” by
Adam Bagdasarian
(Short Story)

Students read to
analyze how a theme
develops over the
course of a text,
including how it is
shaped by specific
details. [RL.7.2, RL.7.3]

This unit also includes:

Reading Lesson 2

“Hanging Fire” by
Audre Lorde
(Poem)

Students read to
analyze how an author
uses repetition to
develop the meaning
of apoem.[RL.7.2,
RL.7.5]

Reading Lesson 3

“Saturday at the
Canal” by Gary Soto
(Poem)

Students read to
analyze how an author
uses descriptive
language to develop
the meaning of a
poem.[RL.7.2,RL.7.4]

Reading Lesson 4

“Likes vs. Likeability”
by Aaron Moger and
Scott Jaren
(Informational Text)

Students will read to
analyze how ideas

influence individuals.

[RI.7.3]

Reading Lesson 5

“Popularity” by Adam
Bagdasarian
(Short Story)

Students read to
analyze how a theme
develops over the
course of a text,
including how it is
shaped by specific
details. [RL.7.2, RL.7.3]

» Optional supplemental texts in English and Spanish that support students in developing reading volume and stamina.
» Independent reading and book club optional to build students’ volume and breadth of reading

Unit Test

Coming Soon: Unit Tests will be available for SY 2022-2023 as part of the CommonLit 360 for Schools package of services. For more information,

encourage your administrator to email 360@commonlit.org.
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ARC OF WRITING INSTRUCTION

Writing Baseline
Assessment (Optional)

In your opinion, is it
easy or difficult tobe a
teenager?

Writing Lesson 1:

Introducing Evidence
With Context

Writing Lesson 2:

Writing Explanations

Writing Lesson 3:

Writing Lesson 4:

Review: Introducing
Evidence and Writing

Unit 2 Essay: Planning

Explanations

Prompt (Recommended): Some people say that, “Adolescence is a war; no one gets out unharmed.” Write an essay in which you argue
whether the quote is true. You must use evidence from at least two of the following texts:

o “Going Steady”

* “Hanging Fire”

e “Saturday at the Canal”
o “Likesvs. Likeability”

o “Popularity”

You may also use your own experiences to support your response. [W.1, W.2]

Essay (Optional): Narrative

Prompt: You have read the short story “Going Steady” by Adam Bagdasarian. In paragraphs 11-46 of the story, the narrator describes
his feelings for Linda at the beginning of their relationship. Rewrite this part of the story from Linda’s perspective. Use details from the
paragraphs and add elaboration of your own to show Linda’s thoughts and feelings. [W.3]

VOCABULARY, DISCUSSION, AND GRAMMAR INSTRUCTION

i Vocabulary

This unit includes explicit vocabulary
instruction on 15 academic words. Students
complete 5 activities for each set of words.
Consistent with research, students encounter

these words in context. Word usage is reinforced

in reading, writing, and discussion activities
[L.7.6]. Learn more here.

!D Discussion

In all CommonLit units, students discuss
the texts they are reading daily. In addition
to multiple opportunities for informal
discussion, there is one formal whole

class discussion. Based on the unit text
pieces, students will discuss whether the
term “hanging fire” accurately describes
adolescence. Students receive explicit
instruction on referring to text evidence to
support and advance their ideas [SL.7.1.A].

5 Grammar Instruction

This unit includes a short lesson and 8
practice activities on compound and
complex sentences [L.7.1.B]. This skill
helps students express more sophisticated
ideas in writing.

caution!
Cross Tratfic
Does NOT
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Lessons & Materials

Below, you will find all of the materials needed to teach this unit. To better help you understand the choices and flexibility within the unit
materials, individual lessons are tagged as Essential, Recommended, or Optional.

A sample Pacing Guide is available here.

Unit Introduction ESSENTIAL

ABOUT THIS ASSIGNMENT:

Begin this unit by getting students talking and discussing the unit topics and themes. Use this editable slide
deck and paired handout to engage students and provide an overview of what they will be learning!

HOW TO FACILITATE:

¢ Use the slide deck to facilitate the Unit Introduction handout whole class (20 mins)
ASSIGNMENT MATERIALS:
S—— o Slide Deck

o Teacher Copy

o Student Copy

Student Reference Sheet
Word Wall

Writing Baseline Assessment OPTIONAL

ABOUT THIS ASSIGNMENT:

Assigning a writing baseline assessment at the beginning of the year is a great way to get to know your
class and assess student strengths and weaknesses. This argumentative prompt connects to the major unit
themes. It asks students to argue whether or not it is easy to be a teenager, using evidence from stories,
movies, real world events, or experiences from their own lives.

HOW TO FACILITATE:

Distribute the Writing Baseline Assessment on paper or through Google Docs. Set aside one class period

for students to compose the essay, ideally in a silent testing environment. Students may use blank paper
& or a digital notebook to plan their essay. Use the Grade 6-10 Argumentative Writing Rubric to score

student essays. Provide direct feedback to students on their essay using the Student Feedback Form. Have

students reflect on their writing and set writing goals using the Writing Baseline Assessment Goal-Setting

Tool. You may use this tool to kick off 1:1 conferences with students.

ASSIGNMENT MATERIALS:

e Student Copy: Writing Baseline Assessment

e Grade 6-10 Argumentative Writing Rubric and Student Feedback Form
o Writing Baseline Assessment Goal Setting Tool



https://docs.google.com/presentation/d/1jPI-Cc-o1njokZWZGK-NF7rUIGf1XQXpPiNuvuEucIQ/copy
https://docs.google.com/document/d/1SEbzqeIfUOM8t3YlW6LScS29nRyClVtRevXtaJhLI-4/copy
https://docs.google.com/document/d/1jSfkkMAalsRiz4TisVZ0kV2_rkUtGV0UZEsHXVHV5O0/copy
https://docs.google.com/document/d/1Hh1tU5CT6O9xLZQpt4JsHQwQ6WqRDaeI_lRb5bOzzhA/copy
https://docs.google.com/presentation/d/1IrCuJ6sAkY1xeL_eurSjkKLgaFxXtRH_v08t3zu95yc/copy
https://docs.google.com/document/d/1E9zr--WDHi-aDCXl1HaCOAZxH8BMvNajabdAY6vw5C8/copy
https://docs.google.com/document/d/1kyuSxb5HKjp8mE6CNIVGpqPBU6etgmko9YVjRXij6yM/copy
https://docs.google.com/document/d/19w3o0Q6XN1tqym6jJ9o0tB4MFv6IRJvs26NlMk46D6w/copy
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ABOUT THIS ASSIGNMENT:
This vocabulary activity set will help students master the 8 high-impact academic vocab words they will see
in the stories they read. These 5 activities are great for a quick warm-up activity or homework.
HOW TO FACILITATE:
o Use the Slide Deck to facilitate Vocabulary Activity 1 whole-class (20 min)
—— o Flexibly assign the remaining activities as warm-ups, homework, or practice to prepare students for the
Vocabulary Quiz.
ASSIGNMENT MATERIALS:
o Student Vocabulary Activity Set
o Teacher Answer Key*
o Activity 1 Slide Deck
* Word Wall

*Not available in PDF. Coming soon in digital form!

Supplemental Texts OPTIONAL

ABOUT THIS ASSIGNMENT:

Each CommonlLit 360 Unit is accompanied by a set of supplemental texts that connect to the unit’s themes.
Texts can be printed or assigned digitally and include questions and activities.

HOW TO FACILITATE:

Review the Guidance for Supplemental Text Sets for ideas on how to implement supplemental texts across
the unit.

ASSIGNMENT MATERIALS:

o What to Expect from Adolescence (informational): This text focuses on the intellectual, emotional, social,
and physical changes that individuals experience during adolescence. Use it to discuss the essential question:
What makes adolescence challenging?

o Seventh Grade (short story): In this text a boy tries to impress a girl on the first day of seventh grade. It
connects to themes about adolescent relationships.
e Animal adolescence is filled with teen drama and peer pressure (informational): This text examines the

similarities between adolescent behavior of humans and animals. Students can draw connections to unit texts
and their own lives.

o Momentum (poem): This poem examines the challenges of navigating adolescent peer relationships. Use it to
reinforce poetry skills and make thematic connections.

Independent Reading and Book Club Resources OPTIONAL

ABOUT THIS ASSIGNMENT:

This set of resources supports teachers in launching an independent reading program or book clubs that

run parallel to the core instruction in this unit. It includes a list of books that align thematically to 7th Grade

Unit 2: Adolescence, discussion questions, reading response questions, as well as ready-made student-facing

logs and handouts.

HOW TO FACILITATE:

o Start by downloading Best Practices for Independent Reading.

o Check out the 7th Grade Unit 2: Adolescence Independent Reading Teacher Guide and make a plan for
independent reading.

ASSIGNMENT MATERIALS:
o Student Copy: Independent Reading Materials



https://docs.google.com/document/d/1bCG0S7G9VAjUa-kM5sJqIXfBP0w2SYn7p_HDoUM7-JY/copy
https://docs.google.com/presentation/d/14dEYLcdQXarOQogB-fgHk_o1cUu531BAtM9m4QukjJU/copy
https://docs.google.com/presentation/d/1cbxEoQONVtZ1xCbYO0k1g0CxyLyx163ACtnbcwOQG4s/copy
https://docs.google.com/document/d/1DsnllSrb0mFcSPLh8stlM4vkASS7FtcGa6zvyIr0ryU/copy
https://www.commonlit.org/en/texts/what-to-expect-from-adolescence
https://www.commonlit.org/en/texts/seventh-grade
https://www.commonlit.org/en/texts/animal-adolescence-is-filled-with-teen-drama-and-peer-pressure
https://www.commonlit.org/en/texts/momentum
https://docs.google.com/document/d/1z5xjvH7EQlYJOeGNvtIzZf21XTnOBCvGhSk60zQ0698/copy
https://docs.google.com/document/d/1KYIakC3Hg47r4QuFrZqVH1fv-HXBzlpEqxdWKHrXFAo/copy
https://docs.google.com/document/d/1KYIakC3Hg47r4QuFrZqVH1fv-HXBzlpEqxdWKHrXFAo/copy
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Related Media Exploration RECOMMENDED

ABOUT THIS ASSIGNMENT:

This Related Media Exploration is centered around an engaging podcast on middle school life. Students will

work collaboratively as they listen to the different experiences of middle schoolers and draw connections
to their own lives.

HOW TO FACILITATE:
- Lead students through the introductory slides. Release students to complete the remainder of the
exploration with partners.

ASSIGNMENT MATERIALS:
o Slide Deck

o Student Copy

o Teacher Copy

ABOUT THIS ASSIGNMENT:

“Going Steady” is a story about an adolescent boy and his stressful experience trying to break up with
his steady girlfriend. As students read, they will analyze how character decisions and interactions reveal

theme.
HOW TO FACILITATE:
« Introduce the lesson with the slide deck (5 min)
= e Lead students through the reading and questions (45 min)
» Have students complete the independent practice (20 min)
Facilitate the quick partner discussion (5 min)

ASSIGNMENT MATERIALS:
o Slide Deck

o Teacher Copy*

o Student Copy”

*Student and teacher copies of this reading lesson are downloadable on commonlit.org for verified teacher
accounts. Navigate to the text page and click “Download PDF” to access these materials.

ABOUT THIS ASSIGNMENT:

In this writing lesson, students learn how to add clarity to their writing by introducing evidence with
context. Students will apply the skill in a written response prompt for “Going Steady.”

HOW TO FACILITATE:
To assign the interactive digital lesson, click “Assign” and schedule the lesson.*
/‘ To facilitate the lesson on paper, access the student copy of the lesson and distribute it to students.
S

/ ASSIGNMENT MATERIALS:

o Teacher Copy
o Student Copy
e Classroom Anchor Chart
o Student Reference Sheet

*The data for interactive digital lessons will show up on your teacher assignment report.

[


https://docs.google.com/presentation/d/1lasCyDwh-p90wtpyeMXdyrgQln4lbwuqt6HD2ct76mw/copy
https://docs.google.com/document/d/17VG6j81eKTW0ph2uyVAK6gwpTACf1pEMuVUaq_H5T_o/copy
https://docs.google.com/document/d/1IPeCcL2ExAMOz3jh_HTO9g_fdNvDp9fd03pUlQSzVEU/copy
https://docs.google.com/presentation/d/1az9j0Hbm5wl1ukY7-iq01gENqenA86DjPYHLSIxxC3U/copy
https://www.commonlit.org/en/texts/fyc-going-steady
https://docs.google.com/document/d/1DaptEp3CvL9DfZkSJwVCCDPsXyiwsWeGZHmNgzcy2t0/copy
https://docs.google.com/document/d/1jmXS8Mwm3w4XzJVFvOwn14PK18B1nsuK8q16caTzH6I/copy
https://docs.google.com/document/d/1mOevdTXfI1kptdGtmoK-LL3aJptp8-0APhLUHNj7YFE/copy
https://docs.google.com/document/d/1c-96KtUg-5XcN7NqDjieyocWzb51sBRQP5e6HDgg6Us/copy
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ABOUT THIS ASSIGNMENT:
This vocabulary quiz assesses students’ knowledge of the vocabulary words in Vocabulary List 1.
HOW TO FACILITATE:

o To assign this quiz digitally, click “Assign” and schedule the quiz. Set aside 15 minutes for students to
complete the vocabulary quiz.

o To have students complete the quiz on paper, access the student copy of the assignment materials and
distribute it to students.

ASSIGNMENT MATERIALS:

e Student Vocabulary Quiz

o Teacher Answer Key*

*Quizzes assigned digitally will be scored automatically. To ensure assessment security, a printable answer key is
not available at this time.

ABOUT THIS ASSIGNMENT:

This engaging optional creative prompt can be used as an additional writing assignment in which students
rewrite a section of “Going Steady” from Linda’s perspective.

f HOW TO FACILITATE:
f

Have students respond to the narrative prompt using the Narrative Writing Checklist as they write.

ASSIGNMENT MATERIALS:
o Student Copy

ABOUT THIS ASSIGNMENT:

“Hanging Fire” by poet Audre Lorde explores the worries, big and small, of adolescence and the need for
guidance. As students read, they will analyze how a poet uses repetition to develop theme.

HOW TO FACILITATE:

« Introduce the lesson with the slide deck (5 min)

e Lead students through the reading and questions (35 min)

» Have students complete the independent practice (20 min)

 Facilitate the quick partner discussion (5 min)

ASSIGNMENT MATERIALS:

Slide Deck

Teacher Copy*

o Student Copy*

o Student Reference Sheet: Poetry Terms

o Student Reference Sheet: Quoting & Citing Poetry

4
\

*Student and teacher copies of this reading lesson are unavailable in PDF due to copyright restrictions. Please
consider assigning the digital version of this reading lesson.

~


https://docs.google.com/document/d/11ibUXJj8DvqlTcZ2Y220cWv_G2xXZn46TWl1fEC-_bQ/copy
https://docs.google.com/document/d/1B6nBmbN4v9_NxMIqORXZm_xjfRSO4R5RXsw54qFmms0/copy
https://docs.google.com/presentation/d/1FYMYLZXG3CdlgiTHy_Yp0Kg5ZRJAQBu9JAW-yrTegV0/copy
https://docs.google.com/document/d/1_4SoJyKkoebUX3mJAB8YpoXfCMWDD58g1RWDPYG2nCc/copy
https://docs.google.com/document/d/1pc4N83LdaVLsNnRrspUPYigpDmBzQr4kWMtrweZCybc/copy
https://www.commonlit.org/en/texts/fyc-hanging-fire
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ABOUT THIS ASSIGNMENT:

“Saturday at the Canal” is a Gary Soto poem that describes the adolescent desire to escape to a better,
more fulfilling life. As students read, they will analyze how descriptive language reveals meaning.

HOW TO FACILITATE:
e Introduce the lesson with the slide deck (5 min)
o Lead students through the reading and questions (35 min)

N 22 » Have students complete the independent practice (20 min)
o Facilitate the quick partner discussion (5 min)

ASSIGNMENT MATERIALS:

e Slide Deck

o Teacher Copy”*

o Student Copy*

o Student Reference Sheet : Poetry Terms

o Student Reference Sheet: Quoting & Citing Poetry
*Student and teacher copies of this reading lesson are downloadable on commonlit.org for verified teacher
accounts. Navigate to the text page and click “Download PDF” to access these materials.

ABOUT THIS ASSIGNMENT:

This writing lesson teaches students how to write explanations that clarify their evidence and connect it
to their argument. Students will apply the skill in their written response to a prompt for “Saturday at the

Canal.”
HOW TO FACILITATE:
‘ Follow the guidance on each section of the lesson. Each part has clear facilitation directions that indicate if
‘/ the section should be teacher-led or assigned as partner work or independent practice.

ASSIGNMENT MATERIALS:

o Teacher Copy

o Student Copy
e Classroom Anchor Chart

o Student Reference Sheet

ABOUT THIS ASSIGNMENT:

This vocabulary activity set will help students master the 7 high-impact academic vocab words they will see
in the stories they read. These 5 activities are great for a quick warm-up activity or homework.

HOW TO FACILITATE:
» Use the Slide Deck to facilitate Vocabulary Activity 1 whole-class (20 min)

o Flexibly assign the remaining activities as warm-ups, homework, or practice to prepare students for the
Vocabulary Quiz.

ASSIGNMENT MATERIALS:
o Student Vocabulary Activity Set

e Teacher Answer Key*

o Activity 1 Slide Deck

o Word Wall
*Not available in PDF. Coming soon in digital form!

o


https://docs.google.com/presentation/d/1VI19Hf-Ma-5mG14ij236fniPtio9WxWRwufiAUTcqMk/copy
https://docs.google.com/document/d/1_4SoJyKkoebUX3mJAB8YpoXfCMWDD58g1RWDPYG2nCc/copy
https://docs.google.com/document/d/1pc4N83LdaVLsNnRrspUPYigpDmBzQr4kWMtrweZCybc/copy
https://www.commonlit.org/en/texts/fyc-saturday-at-the-canal
https://docs.google.com/document/d/1cqGDZ26z_ta9DXvOjbf0Tsj58B6rJAEl6M-TP4CVml4/copy
https://docs.google.com/document/d/1HNc5GO80MGT4pQeUWJTlHPSUgMUYg7d6a0x4UynJx2A/copy
https://docs.google.com/document/d/1J8vqmJQp5PNhHdwEAYNpIUQw8gzHxNvgKdLLs4paPEY/copy
https://docs.google.com/document/d/1eMiA6ttPu6pz3b4OUrZ2uIOUyxUDDvDdi1SfYSpFWyQ/copy
https://docs.google.com/document/d/1ILLQgUM50sIl_mbS7vOAx3LO8ko95ayxH6SPFJpnpIA/copy
https://docs.google.com/presentation/d/1KhtN9xWxs53VnpuzQCz5dO3MUign-Smov8NgPtAAqwI/copy
https://docs.google.com/presentation/d/1d09dXjGSGmgGETJkn4s6_Pf1SinLCO3msAV--DYNvds/copy
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ABOUT THIS ASSIGNMENT:
“Likes vs. Likeability” introduces students to the concept that there are two different types of popularity:
likeability and status. As students read, they will analyze how ideas influence individuals.

HOW TO FACILITATE:
e Introduce the lesson with the slide deck (5 min)
N e » Students work collaboratively as they complete the reading and questions (10 min)
» Have students complete the independent practice (20 min)
o Facilitate the quick partner discussion (5 min)

ASSIGNMENT MATERIALS:
o Slide Deck

o Teacher Copy”*
o Student Copy*

*Student and teacher copies of this reading lesson are downloadable on commonlit.org for verified teacher
accounts. Navigate to the text page and click “Download PDF” to access these materials.

ABOUT THIS ASSIGNMENT:

In “Popularity,” students follow the narrator on his desperate quest to gain status amongst his peers on the
playground. As students read, they will analyze how character decisions and interactions develop theme.
HOW TO FACILITATE:

« Introduce the lesson with the slide deck (5 min)

e Lead students through the reading and questions (35 min)

» Have students complete the independent practice (20 min)

Facilitate the quick partner discussion (5 min)

ASSIGNMENT MATERIALS:
o Slide Deck

o Teacher Copy*
o Student Copy”

4
\

*Student and teacher copies of this reading lesson are downloadable on commonlit.org for verified teacher
accounts. Navigate to the text page and click “Download PDF” to access these materials.

ABOUT THIS ASSIGNMENT:

This writing lesson allows students to practice the two important writing skills from this unit: introducing
evidence with context and writing strong explanations. Students will apply the skill in their written response
to a prompt for “Popularity.”

‘ HOW TO FACILITATE:
‘/ Follow the guidance on each section of the lesson. Each part has clear facilitation directions that indicate if
the section should be teacher-led or assigned as partner work or independent practice.

ASSIGNMENT MATERIALS:

o Teacher Copy
o Student Copy

O


https://docs.google.com/presentation/d/1KMwHKkgh9SKZrfSGolkDzCu2z2__shd3dazDlqEG1Wc/copy
https://www.commonlit.org/en/texts/fyc-likes-vs-likeability
https://docs.google.com/presentation/d/1SciVhEX2D7nwJJ8hVoFplTDBIzo7GtBhrEq7899SpEU/copy
https://www.commonlit.org/en/texts/fyc-popularity
https://docs.google.com/document/d/1EAu5gzch3gi6tYN66xQEAyHsil3i7g2aRTfsJD2MLK4/copy
https://docs.google.com/document/d/1OTflnVDp7_Lpf0O0Dg3uqTrPooG4QvyHosKnRmGmja4/copy
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ABOUT THIS ASSIGNMENT:
This vocabulary quiz assesses students’ knowledge of the vocabulary words in Vocabulary List 2.
HOW TO FACILITATE:

o To assign this quiz digitally, click “Assign” and schedule the quiz. Set aside 15 minutes for students to
complete the vocabulary quiz.

o To have students complete the quiz on paper, access the student copy of the assignment materials and
distribute it to students.

ASSIGNMENT MATERIALS:

e Student Vocabulary Quiz

o Teacher Answer Key*

*Quizzes assigned digitally will be scored automatically. To ensure assessment security, a printable answer key is
not available at this time.

Discussion Lesson RECOMMENDED

ABOUT THIS ASSIGNMENT:

Learning to take part in both formal and informal discussions is a vital skill for middle schoolers. This
discussion lesson teaches students to refer to evidence from texts to support their ideas. The assignment
materials include a handout to teach the discussion skill whole-class, a handout to help students prepare
for discussion and take notes, and teacher resources to help you facilitate whole-class or small group
discussions.

Students will discuss their answers to the following question: In this unit, we read the poem “Hanging Fire”
by Audre Lorde. “Hanging fire” is a term that can be used to refer to anything that is stuck or delayed.

Based on the texts in this unit and your own experiences, do you think this term accurately describes
adolescence? Why or why not?

HOW TO FACILITATE:

o |ead students through the Discussion Skill Lesson (15 min)

e Have students prepare for discussion using the Discussion Prep handout (15 min)

e Launchdiscussion and have students take notes during discussion (30 min)

ASSIGNMENT MATERIALS:

e Discussion Skill Lesson Student Copy
o Discussion Skill Lesson Teacher Copy
e Discussion Preparation Student Copy
» Discussion Protocols

Student Voice Tracker
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Grammar and Usage Activities OPTIONAL

ABOUT THIS ASSIGNMENT:

To push student writing to the next level, teach students how to compose strong sentences. This 360 Unit’s
grammar and usage materials contain 8 activities that focus on compound and complex sentences. Great
for a quick warm-up activity or homework!

HOW TO FACILITATE:
Assign the 8 activities as warm-ups, homework, or practice to prepare students for the grammar quiz.
ASSIGNMENT MATERIALS:

o Student Grammar Activities
e Teacher Answer Key

ABOUT THIS ASSIGNMENT:

Planning and organizing ideas is often the most challenging part of writing an essay. In this multi-part

writing lesson, students will prepare for their end of unit essay by practicing skills they can carry over into
future essay planning.

Students will:
e Break down aprompt
Find evidence that relates to the prompt

‘ o Discuss the prompt
// o Develop a thesis statement
‘ e Review an exemplar essay

HOW TO FACILITATE:

Follow the guidance on each section of the lesson. Each part has clear directions that indicate if the section
should be teacher-led or assigned as partner work or independent practice.

ASSIGNMENT MATERIALS:

o Teacher Copy
o Student Copy

ABOUT THIS ASSIGNMENT:
This end of unit activity requires that students respond to the following writing prompt:

Some people say that, “Adolescence is the time in your life when you are most insecure about yourself.” Write an
essay in which you argue whether the quote is true. You must use evidence from at least two of the following texts:
e “Going Steady”
* “Hanging Fire”
e “Saturday at the Canal”

9 « “Likes vs. Likeability”
& o “Popularity”
‘ You may also use your own experiences to support your response.

HOW TO FACILITATE:
Have students use their resources to draft their essay.

ASSIGNMENT MATERIALS:
o Student Essay Prompt

o Exemplar Essay

o Essay Rubric
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Grammar and Usage Quiz OPTIONAL

ABOUT THIS ASSIGNMENT:

This grammar quiz assesses students’ knowledge of the unit’s grammar skill: compound and complex
sentences.

HOW TO FACILITATE:
o Assign the grammar quiz to students (10 min)
ASSIGNMENT MATERIALS:

o Student Grammar Quiz
e Teacher Answer Key*

*Not available in PDF. Coming soon in digital form!

Alternative Writing Prompts OPTIONAL

ABOUT THIS ASSIGNMENT:

This unit includes three additional end of unit writing task options. Teachers may consider using these as
extension activities or as a replacement to the recommended prompt.

HOW TO FACILITATE:
¢ Consider which prompt best meets your students’ needs and assign that prompt in place of or in addition to
the recommended unit prompt.

ASSIGNMENT MATERIALS:

e Teacher Copy
o Student Copy



https://docs.google.com/document/d/1oLMjZpjxFKzhHCMLk62XJHJlqKJiiOcrFLaTDmQYUeU/copy
https://docs.google.com/document/d/1_zLVsqyTQYQEyx4NtQZCNT3d8mMRfqELBiSinZ1pkmM/copy
https://docs.google.com/document/d/1vedrYPpwz8BcRRaGPD9WTDRcHlxX1jOFY3jJMME43Qw/copy

7th Grade: Unit Two ADOLESCENCE @ COMMONLIT 360

CURRICULUM

Training & Support Resources

CommonlLit 360 is rich with resources for teachers and
administrators. In addition to this PDF Unit Guide, here are just a
few additional tools available to teams for free:

Y Document: Curriculum Framework, An Overview

L Document: Themes & Topics Overview
L Live Webinar: Getting Started with CommonLit 360

& |nstructional support videos available on each unit’s Support
and Resources page

Ready to roll out CommonLit 360 in your school or district?
Read about the affordable professional development we offer
for schools and districts through our CommonLit for Schools
packages.

Pacing Guide

With appropriate pacing, Grade 7, Unit 2 should take roughly 5-7 weeks of instructional time. This assumes 45 minutes of daily instruction.
With this assumption, many of the reading lessons can last up to 2 days/class periods and should be spaced accordingly. Supplemental reading,
vocabulary activities, and grammar activities can often be assigned as homework. Teachers should expect to revise pacing as needed.

WEEK 1

e Unit Introduction
Mon. - o :
e \/ocabulary Activity Set List 1: Activity 1 & Slide Deck
e \/ocabulary Activity Set List 1: Activity 2
Tues. . .

e Related Media Exploration

e \/ocabulary Activity Set List 1: Activity 3
Wed. * ‘Going Steady” Slide Deck

e “Going Steady” - Day 1

e Vocabulary Activity Set List 1: Activities 4 &5

Thurs. e “Going Steady” - Day 2
e “Going Steady” - Independent Practice

e \Writing Lesson: Introducing Evidence With Context

Flex time for:
Fri. ¢ |ndependent/Book Club reading or meetings
e Supplemental text set reading
e Completion of previous activities
e Teacher-created activities
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WEEK 2

Mon.

Tues.

Wed.

Thurs.

WEEK 3

Mon.

Tues.

Wed.

Thurs.

F

Vocabulary Activity Set List 1 Quiz
Narrative Prompt

“Hanging Fire” Slide Deck
“Hanging Fire”
“Hanging Fire” - Independent Practice

“Saturday at the Canal” Slide Deck
“Saturday at the Canal
“Saturday at the Canal” - Independent Practice

Writing Lesson: Writing Explanations

lex time for:
Independent/Book Club reading or meetings
Supplemental text set reading
Completion of previous activities
Teacher-created activities

Vocabulary Activity Set List 2: Activity 1 & Slide Deck
“Likes vs. Likeability” Slide Deck

“Likes vs. Likeability”

“Likes vs. Likeability” - Independent Practice

Vocabulary Activity Set List 2: Activity 2
“Popularity” Slide Deck
“Popularity” - Day 1

Vocabulary Activity Set List 2: Activity 3
“Popularity” - Day 2
“Popularity” - Independent Practice

Vocabulary Activity Set List 2: Activities 4 & 5
Writing Lesson: Review Introducing Evidence and Writing Explanations

Vocabulary Activity Set List 2 Quiz
Discussion Skill Lesson

Flex time for:

Independent/Book Club reading or meetings
Supplemental text set reading

Completion of previous activities
Teacher-created activities
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WEEK 4

Mon.

Tues.

Wed.

Thurs.

WEEK 5

Mon.

Tues.

Wed.

Grammar and Usage Activities: Parts 1-3 [eIzieNE
Class Discussion EEelYYI=ENb]=b)

Grammar and Usage Activities: Parts 4-6
Unit Essay: Planning

Grammar and Usage Activities: Parts 7-8
Unit Essay: Drafting

Grammar and Usage Activities Quiz
Unit Essay: Drafting

Flex time for:

Independent/Book Club reading or meetings
Supplemental text set reading

Completion of previous activities
Teacher-created activities

Flex time for:

Independent/Book Club reading or meetings
Supplemental text set reading

Completion of previous activities
Teacher-created activities

Flex time for:

Independent/Book Club reading or meetings
Supplemental text set reading

Completion of previous activities
Teacher-created activities

Flex time for:

Independent/Book Club reading or meetings
Supplemental text set reading

Completion of previous activities
Teacher-created activities
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Flex time for:
¢ |ndependent/Book Club reading or meetings
e Supplemental text set reading

Completion of previous activities
Teacher-created activities

Flex time for:
¢ |ndependent/Book Club reading or meetings
e Supplemental text set reading
Completion of previous activities
Teacher-created activities
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Commonlit 360:
Digital Experience

One of the reasons CommonLit 360 is so uniqueis that it is
accessible through a free, state-of-the-art digital platform.
Reading, writing, and vocabulary lessons and assessments
within a CommonLit 360 unit can be assigned to students
through CommonLit.org. During and after the lesson,
teachers can view formative assessment data through a
real-time lesson dashboard to easily track completion and
progress. All of these digital features are free for teachers
and students, just like the rest of CommonLit. To learn
more about the digital experience, sign up for an upcoming
CommonlLit 360 webinar or email help@commonlit.org.
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Appendix I: Text Selection & Text Complexity

When selecting texts for this unit, CommonLit considers both quantitative and qualitative measures of text complexity.

UNIT TEXTS

“Going Steady” by Adam
Bagdasarian
(Short Story)

970L

“Hanging Fire” by Audre
Lorde

(Poem)

Non-Prose

“Saturday at the Canal” by
Gary Soto
(Poem)

Non-Prose

“Likes vs. Likeability” by
Aaron Moger and Scott
Jared

(Informational Text)

1130L

“Popularity” by Adam
Bagdasarian
(Short Story)

1070L

In this humorous short story, an adolescent boy struggles to express his true
emotions when he finds himself going steady with a classmate. This story
highlights how the struggle to be honest about thoughts and feelings is just one
reason why growing up can be hard.

In this poem, an adolescent girl lists her concerns and worries about life as she
tries to gain her mother’s attention.

In this poem, a speaker reflects on the disappointing way their dreams for the
future compare with their current reality.

This informational text introduces students to the two types of popularity:
likeability and status. The text will help students understand the benefits and
drawbacks of each and apply the concept of likeability vs. status to unit texts and
their own lives.

In this short story, an adolescent boy yearns to be more popular amongst his
peers on the playground, even if it means hurting someone else. Through his
journey to gain status, he quickly learns that popularity is fleeting.
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“What to Expect from
Adolescence” by Barrett
Smith

(Informational Text)

“Seventh Grade” by Gary
Soto
(Short Story)

“Animal adolescence is filled

with teen drama and peer
pressure” by Duncan Strauss
(Informational Text)

“Momentum” by Catherine
Doty
(Poem)

SUPPLEMENTAL TEXTS (SPANISH)

Title by Author

“Qué esperardela
adolescencia” by Barrett
Smith

(Informational Text)

“Séptimo Grado” by Gary
Soto

(Short Story)

“« »

Impulso” by Catherine Doty
(Poem)

1010L

620L

1230L

Non-Prose

Lexile

970L

720L

Non-Prose

This text focuses on the intellectual, emotional, social, and physical changes
that individuals experience during adolescence. Use it to discuss the essential
question: What makes adolescence challenging?

In this text a boy tries to impress a girl on the first day of seventh grade. It
connects to themes about adolescent relationships.

This text examines the similarities between adolescent behavior of humans and
animals. Students can draw connections to unit texts and their own lives.

This poem examines the challenges of navigating adolescent peer relationships.
Use it to reinforce poetry skills and make thematic connections.

Description

This text focuses on the intellectual, emotional, social, and physical changes
that individuals experience during adolescence. Use it to discuss the essential
question: What makes adolescence challenging?

In this text a boy tries to impress a girl on the first day of seventh grade. It
connects to themes about adolescent relationships.

This poem examines the challenges of navigating adolescent peer relationships.
Use it to reinforce poetry skills and make thematic connections.
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