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What is Advanced Placement?    
● College Board’s Advanced Placement program enables 

students to pursue college level studies while in high 
school.

● Courses are available in many subject areas: English, 
history, humanities, languages, math, psychology, and 
science.

● Focused on engaging discussions, approaching and solving 
problems

● Emphasizes the development of writing skills
● Provides a foundation for your future college major or 

career



The Benefits of Taking AP Classes
● Helps students gain the skills and study habits needed in 

college
● Improves writing, problem-solving, and time-management
● Helps students learn how to stay focused on work and goals
● Proves to colleges students are willing to take challenging 

classes
● Makes students stand out in the admission process
● Proves students are taking the initiative to prepare themselves 

for college-level work



The Benefits of Taking AP Classes continued...
● AP courses are accepted by more than 2,600 colleges and 

universities worldwide for college credit.
● Colleges have their own policies regarding how credit is awarded 

for AP courses based on students’ scores on the AP exam.Most 
schools will have this policy outlined on their website.  

● AP course completion helps students qualify for scholarships – 
31% of colleges and universities look at students’ AP experience 
when determining scholarship opportunities 

● Research shows that AP courses help students graduate from 
college in four years.



Taking Ap Courses
● Many AP courses require an honors level companion course 

first semester followed by the actual AP course second 
semester. Some are one-semester long with no companion 
course. 

● Students who take AP courses are required to take the AP 
exam for each course in May. Should a student elect not 
to take the AP exam, the student’s final grade in the 
course will drop by one letter grade.

● Students receive AP exam scores in early to mid-July.



AP Courses at MRHS and on-line
•Art 2D Studio
•Art History
•Biology
•Calculus AB
•Calculus BC
•Chemistry
•Computer Science
•English III, IV
•Environmental Science
•European History
•French
•German 

•Government-US
•Human Geography
•Latin
•Microeconomics
•Macroeconomics
•Music Theory
•Physics I, II
•Psychology
•Spanish
•Statistics
•US History
•World History 



More AP Courses...
No worries… If the AP course is not offered at MRHS, 
students can take the class through North Carolina 
Virtual or Union County Virtual.  

North Carolina Virtual AP courses are year-long 
courses. 



AP National Recognition
•AP Scholar: Granted to student who receive scores of 3 or higher on three or 
more AP exams
•AP Scholar with Honors: Granted to students who receive an average score of 
at least 3.25 on all AP exams taken and scores of 3 or higher on five or more 
of exams
•State AP Scholar: Granted to the one male and one female student in each US 
State and the District of Columbia with scores of 3 or higher on the greatest 
number of AP Exams, and then the highest average score (at least 3.5) on all 
AP Exams taken
•National AP Scholar: Granted to students in the US who receive an average 
score of at least 4 on all AP exams taken and scores of 4 or higher on eight 
or more of these exams

 



AP National Recognition continued 
•Once you are an AP Scholar, you are always an AP Scholar!

•This distinction can be used on all future college 
applications, scholarship applications, and even on 
employment applications.

•Place in Marvin Ridge history… Academic Wall of Excellence. 





International Baccalaureate Program
Pre-requisites:

•Two years of Honors English
•Honors Biology and Honors Chemistry
•Honors Math III
•Three years of Foreign Language
•3.9/4.0 weighted GPA



International Baccalaureate Program    
How is IB different?

● A Day/B Day schedule: seven classes each 
semester for two years

● Extended Essay required: 4,000 word research- 
based paper

● CAS Component: Creativity, Action, Service 
requiring 150 contact hours over two years



SPCC Career and College Promise Program
● The Career & College Promise Program is a partnership with SPCC that 
allows you to get college credit for free through SPCC.

● There are two Pathways:
○ College Transfer Pathway 
○ CTE Pathway

● Must have a minimum 3.0 GPA and meet minimum test requirements (PLAN, 
PSAT, SAT, or ACT scores).

● Go to SPCC.edu for more details and apply on CFNC.  Information is 
also available on the “School Counseling” section of the MRHS website.



.
● State Virtual School
● Courses taught by NC certified teachers
● Grading policies and timelines differ from UCPS
● Require a computer other than a Chromebook
● Teachers accessible through phone, text, IM
● Registration through guidance
● AP courses are year-long



.
● Taught by Union County Teachers, administered out of UCPS 

E-Learning Department
● UCPS grading policies and timelines
● Built to work with Chromebooks
● All labs have UCVirtual teachers visit them weekly
● Registration through guidance



.
● ACT Prep
● Advanced Topics in Env. Science
● AP Environmental Science
● AP World History
● Advanced Inquiry and Research
● American History 1
● Arts Appreciation
● Biomedical Technology
● Business Law
● Career Management
● Civics and Economics
● Earth and Environmental Science

● English 1
● English 3
● English 4
● Global Awareness 
● Leadership Exploration 
● Math 2
● Math 3 
● Mythology 
● Principles of Business 
● Psychology/Sociology 
● Spanish 1 
● Success 2.0



General UCPS E-Learning Info
● If UCV offers the course, it is the preferred online 

provider.
● Students take the online course during the school day in 

a virtual lab or as a “5th period” during their own time.
● Students still take face-to-face classes.
● Students can start taking online classes in 8th grade 

(only a few choices) - choices open up the summer after 
8th grade.



Career & Technical Education Academies
● Aerospace Engineering 

Academy
● Automotive Repair Academy
● Broadcasting & Media 

Production Academy
● Clean Energy Academy
● Collision Repair Academy
● Construction Trades - 

Carpentry Academy
● Construction Trades - 

Electrical Academy
● Construction Trades -    

HVAC Academy
● Construction Trades - 

Masonry Academy
● Construction Trades - 

Welding Academy

● Cosmetic Arts & Science 
Academy

● Culinary Arts Academy
● Drafting Engineering and 

Architecture Academy
● Early Childhood Education 

Academy
● Engineering PLTW Academy
● Engineering Technology 

Academy
● Geospatial Technology Academy
● Health Informatics Academy
● Nurse Assistant Academy
● Public Safety - Fire Fighter 

Academy
● Vet Assisting Academy

Open to all UCPS students.



CTE Internships
Qualifications

● Senior year
● Successfully completed two CTE 

courses within a pathway
● Minimum of 92% attendance rate
● Reliable transportation
● Positive feedback on references

Placements, Assignments, and Grades

● Placements are based on student’s 
interest

● Most assignments are completed online 
and include journals, terminology, 
time sheets, and a capstone project

● Grades are based on required 
assignments, attendance at scheduled 
meetings, and sponsor evaluations

● Internship grades are shown on report 
cards and transcripts and used to 
calculate GPA

Scheduling

● Community sponsor and student 
determine schedule based on the 
business’ hours of operation and 
convenience

● Minimum of 135 hours



Cooperative Education
● Cooperative Education, or Co-op connects the Marketing Education classes 

to a student's work experience.

● To enroll in Co-op, a student must be concurrently enrolled in a Marketing 

class 

● The job must be directly related to the CTE course

● Students must work a minimum of 135 hours 

● Co-op grades are shown on report cards and transcripts and are used to 
calculate GPA



MRHS  School Counseling Website

To reach the 
“School 

Counseling” 
page, hover 

over “Parents & 
Students” and 

click on 
“School 

Counseling.”



MRHS Website: Where to find Online and CCP Information

Click this 
link to find 
information 

on both 
Online and 
Career & 
College 

Promise.



MRHS WEbsite: Where to Find AP and IB Information

Hover over 
“Academics” 
and click on 

“Programs” to 
reach this page 
with information 

on both 
AP and IB 
offerings.



Who do I contact?
● AP: Ms. Shannon Long, MRHS

○ shannon.long@ucps.k12.nc.us

● IB: Ms. Christine Riddle, MRHS
○ christine.riddle@ucps.k12.nc.us

● Career & College Promise: Mr. Jeff Jost at SPCC
○ jjost@spcc.edu or (704) 290-5871

● E-Learning: Ms. Anna Duffey, UCPS
○ anna.duffey@ucps.k12.nc.us

● CTE: Ms. Hillary Steere, MRHS
○ hillary.steere@ucps.k12.nc.us



Differences in 
AP and IB English

Content and Assessment



Example of work with poetry – 
“My Papa's Waltz”

The whiskey on your breath 
Could make a small boy dizzy; 
But I hung on like death: 
Such waltzing was not easy. 
We romped until the pans 
Slid from the kitchen shelf; nm

My mother’s countenance
Could not unfrown itself. 
The hand that held my wrist 
Was battered on one knuckle; 
At every step you missed 
My right ear scraped a buckle. 
You beat time on my head 
With a palm caked hard by dirt, 
Then waltzed me off to bed 
Still clinging to your shirt. 

By Theodore Roethke

• AP -Explain how ambiguity is 
evidenced in this poem. Use 
evidence from the text.

• IB -Write a commentary about the 
following poem.



ProseAP
• AP 
The following passage is from D.H.
Lawrence’s 1915 novel  The 
Rainbow, which focuses on the 
lives of the Bragwens, a framing 
family who lived a in rural 
England during the late nineteenth 
century. Read the passage 
carefully. Then write an essay in 
which you analyze how Lawrence 
employs literary devices to 
characterize the woman and capture 
her situation.

• IB
Write a literary commentary on the 
following: 



Poetry
•IB – Final Exam Paper 1

•Write a literary 
commentary on the 
following...

•AP – 

•Carefully read the following 
poem. Then write a well-
organized essay in which you 
analyze how Oliver conveys 
the relationship between the 
tree and family through the 
use of figurative language 
and other poetic techniques.



AP Open-Ended 



IB – Compare/Contrast Essay Final Paper 2
• In what ways and for what reasons do 
the works of prose fiction you have 
studied seek to represent thought or 
interior consciousness? In your answer 
you should refer to at least two of 
the works you have studied

• “Fiction is an essentially rhetorical 
art – that is to say the novelist or 
short story writer persuades us to 
share a certain view of the world for 
the duration of the reading 
experience.” To what extent do you 
agree with this statement? In your 
answer you should refer to at least 
two of the works in your study

• Where fiction focuses on verisimilitude 
(a likeness to the recognizable world 
but not a mirror image) non-fiction 
focuses more carefully on authentic 
detail. With reference to at least two 
works in your study, how have texts 
used authentic detail and to what 
effect?

• While fiction is sometimes though of as 
the work of an individual imagination, 
non-fiction often relies on the 
experiences of others and can thus be 
seen as the result of a group or 
communal effort. How far and to what 
effect have you found evidence of this 
“communal effort” in the works of at 
least two authors you have studied? 



IB - Juniors



IB - Seniors



AP Literature: Major Works
Throughout this year, we will study the following longer works of 
fiction:

PROSE - 

• Atonement by Ian McEwan (summer reading)

• Waiting for Godot by Samuel Beckett

• The Picture of Dorian Gray by Oscar Wilde(summer reading)

• The Metamorphosis by Franz Kafka

• Dr. Jekyll and Mr. Hyde by Stevenson

• Othello by William Shakespeare

• The Road by Cormac McCarthy

• The Kite Runner by Khaled Hosseini

POETRY- selected poems 

Textbooks – Perrine’s and The New Bedford Reader

ASSESSMENTS – Teacher(s) selected -  essay, multiple choice, analysis and written 
discussion

AP Exam in May


