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Activity 1.1.1 Invention and Innovation Patents
Introduction

The United States Patent and Trademark Office (USPTO) is a federal agency made 
up of more than 8900 employees of various backgrounds and is responsible for 
issuing patents and registered trademarks. According to the USPTO, they issue 
nearly 200,000 patents each year. The average wait time for a patent to be pending 
is nearly 3 years. The USPTO also serves as an advisor to the federal government 
regarding all types of intellectual property.

Equipment
 Computer with Internet access
 Invention and Innovation Patent template

Procedure
Your instructor will assign two of the topics below and you can pick a third –get an 
ok from the teacher. You will identify two patents directly related to each topic. For 
each patent search, you will locate many relevant patents. You must be able to 
justify why the two you chose are most relevant.

Potential Topics
 ballpoint pen
 bicycle brakes
 bioinformatics
 book binding 
 clothes pins
 clothing buttons
 earplugs
 electroplating
 fuel injection
 gene therapy
 glue
 headache treatment
 stapler
 roller skates
 pencil sharpener

 heart surgery
 home security systems
 integrated circuit
 mechanical pencil
 power door locks
 residential insulation
 semiconductors
 speakers
 steering wheel
 television remote control
 tire tread
 tooth care
 zipper
 intermittent windshield wipers
 3-hole punch

1. Search for patents related to your topic. Most patent search engines include 
advanced search options, which should be used. Options for searching include:

 Google.com/patents
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 http://patft.uspto.gov/

2. Use the Invention and Innovation Patents-template document to compile the 
following information for each patent.

 Identify the topic you investigated.
 Record the patent number.
 Justify why you believe this patent is more relevant or important than others 

to your topic.
 Would you consider this patent to be an invention or innovation? Explain why.

NOTE: Some patents can be argued to be either invention or innovation. 
Choose one and justify your statement. 

Conclusion-complete
1. Describe in your own words the difference between an invention and an 

innovation.

2. Describe the most interesting patent you discovered.


