
 
90 Criminal Justice Jobs 

List of Criminal Justice Jobs 

1. Anti-Money Laundering Operations Analyst 
Ethical, detailed, and astute, an anti-money laundering agent works within a financial institution to 
ensure upper management and all employees adhere to FSA (Financial Services Authority) guidelines. 
They minimize the opportunity for terrorist financing or money laundering. An anti-money laundering 
operations analyst train staff members and explain regulations. They may also oversee a larger team and 
lead them in evaluation and monitoring of marketing and sales activity. 

Anti-money laundering operations analyst educational requirements: They typically need a Bachelor's 
degree in Criminal Justice, Fraud Prevention, or Homeland Security. 

Average 2018 anti-money laundering operations analyst salary: $51,155 

2. ATF Agent 



An ATF (Alcohol, Tobacco, Firearms and Explosives) agent or officer is an adventurous person willing to 
take on huge responsibilities and dangerous missions. When it comes to uncovering illegal activities 
which break federal regulations surrounding alcohol, tobacco or firearms, the ATF agent is at the core of 
activities. He may obtain a warrant or actually inspect locations for evidence. An ATF agent creates 
concise criminal investigative case reports. He is comfortable working irregular hours and engaging in 
activities which may involve risky situations. 

ATF educational requirements: A four year bachelor's degree in any field completes the degree 
requirements for this position. In addition, at least a bachelor's degree and one year of specialized work 
experience equivalent to the FV-G level is key. 

Average 2018 ATF agent salary: $35,000 

3. Bailiff 
Order in the court! A bailiff maintains the orderly proceedings of a courtroom. The position has many 
facets. Bailiffs are in charge of keeping jury members isolated from the public during high profile trials. A 
bailiff may also escort defendants to and from the court. In addition, the orderly proceedings under the 
bailiff's watch includes maintaining a supply of needed materials in the court such as reports and 
schedules. This position requires excellent organizational skills along with an ability to deal with a wide 
range of personality types. 

Bailiff educational requirements: They need at least a high school diploma. Some positions may require 
formal training. Some positions may require a bachelor's degree. 

Average 2018 bailiff salary: $38,972 

4. Background Screening Analyst 
The job includes working behind the scenes of a hiring process. A background screening analyst ensures 
any interviewed job candidate has a clear history when it comes to criminal activity. They make 
investigative phone calls regarding the integrity of the job candidate. Once a candidate submits their 
paperwork, a background screening agent evaluates and compiles an accurate portrait. 

A background screening agent may appear in court hearings if needed as an expert in evaluating 
employee behaviors. A background screening agent is a detailed individual who is able to use critical 
thinking skills to make trusted evaluations of individuals considered for employment. 

Background screening agent educational requirements: A background screening agents should earn a 
bachelor's degree in criminal justice or business. 

Average 2018 background screening agent salary: $60,243 

5. Banking Financial Services Card Fraud Specialist 



Is your credit card information safe when you purchase a product over the Internet? If a company asks 
for your card number, and your information remains safe, thank the banking financial services card 
fraud specialist. A banking financial services card fraud specialist stays current in the latest technologies 
associated with making customer purchases safe and efficient. They often lead a team which finds and 
interrupts any odd or fraudulent patterns surrounding customer accounts. 

A banking financial card fraud specialist may provide recommendations for upgrading or improving the 
current system a company uses to manage and secure customer information. A banking financial 
services fraud specialist needs a good sense for detail and an understanding of the latest internet 
banking procedures. 

Banking financial services card fraud specialist educational requirements: Some employers may prefer a 
bachelor's degree in criminal justice, statistics or in another relevant area. 

Average 2018 banking financial services card fraud specialist salary: $58,567 

6. Border Patrol Agent 
Vigilance and physical activity characterize a border patrol agent's day. Dedicated to keeping borders 
safe from terrorists and illegal aliens, a border patrol agent oversees borders in a variety of ways. He 
may ride a horse, a bicycle, or even drive a boat. Many border patrol agents work on foot, as well. At 
times, a border patrol agent may also need to become familiar with devices designed to track illegal 
entry into the United States. 

Border patrol agents need the ability to stay in remote areas. In addition, they must feel comfortable 
screening strangers while wearing a firearm. A keen sense of bravery and ability to work long, arduous 
hours are qualities associated with a person who lives this very unique lifestyle. 

Border patrol educational requirements: A four-year college degree can substitute for work experience 
for the GL-5 level. 

Average 2018 border patrol agent salary: $58,673 

7. Classification Officer 
Where does a petty thief spend his allotted prison sentence? In what part of the prison does a drug 
dealer serve his time? A classification officer is the person who makes these determinations. A 
classification officer receives training in psychology and uses his understanding of human nature when 
interviewing prison inmates. He reviews the prisoner's records and history along with making personal 
assessments. 

A classification officer's goal is to place the prisoner in the most independent setting possible. This great 
responsibility requires the classification officer to have an excellent sense of character and an ability to 
review and understand previous records and history to make sensible judgment calls. 



Classification officer educational requirements: A classification officer often has an associate degree in 
psychology, guidance and counseling, penology, sociology, social work and/or criminology. In addition, 
the job often requires two years of experience in a correctional setting. 

Average 2018 classification officer salary: $57,471 

8. Computer Forensic Specialist 
Digital evidence is at the center of many criminal investigations. A computer forensic specialist has the 
ability to locate and trace what types of activities have taken place on a laptop computer, PDA, gaming 
device etc. A computer forensic specialist may interview suspects or present evidence of foul play in 
courtroom settings. 

A computer forensic specialist job is an excellent fit for a person who not only loves sleuthing and 
computers but also for a person who is able to interact with law enforcement to create reports or break 
down important results found during interrogatory interactions. 

Computer forensics educational requirements: Some employers prefer applicants who have at least a 
bachelor's degree in computer forensics or in a similar area. 

Average 2018 computer forensic specialist salary: $70,035 

9. Conservation Officer 
A love of nature mixed with an appreciation for law enforcement converge in this vocation. A 
conservation officer may work to ensure hunting and fishing areas have no poachers. He may also patrol 
park areas enforcing established rules surrounding wildlife protection or land use. Conservation officers 
maintain safety for visitors and the natural inhabitants. An ability to communicate effectively with 
strangers while firmly enforcing regulations can make for a successful conservation officer career. 

Conservation officer educational requirements: A conservation officer may need an associate degree. 
Many agencies also require a bachelor's degree in criminal justice, environmental sciences, or biology. 

Average 2018 conservation officer salary: $41,398 

10. Correctional Services Specialist 
This position requires a person to believe in the human ability to start again. A correctional services 
specialist assists people who served prison sentences reintegrate into society. He works as a liaison 
between the justice department and social services and creates a detailed plan of action. A correctional 
services specialist reviews a former prisoner's history, drug abuse or anger management issues and 
other life experiences. 

Correctional services specialists work with support groups and parole boards in creating the best 
scenario introducing a prisoner back into society and the workforce. This is an emotionally challenging 
job which has potential for great reward as well as great disappointment. 



Correctional services specialist educational requirements: A Bachelor's degree in any field in behavioral 
sciences or criminal justice. 

Average 2018 correctional services specialist salary: $45,280 

11. Correctional Officer 
Demanding and often dangerous, the role of a correctional officer puts a person in charge of inmates in 
a prison facility or detention center. Correctional officers keep order and safety at a maximum level in 
these confines. They must be on alert for the potential of violence. When inmates have visitors, the 
correctional officers are on constant alert for the illegal exchange of weapons and drugs. 

Correctional officers must keep detailed records of all visitors and activities. They're responsible for any 
escapes or violent outbursts. A correctional officer must remain neutral and refrain from showing 
favoritism. A detail oriented personality with an ability to sustain constant vigilance is well suited for this 
position. 

Correctional officer educational requirements: A correctional officer should have a high school diploma 
or a GED. Many employers prefer an associate degree or a bachelor's degree. For a federal corrections 
job, corrections officers must have at least a bachelor's degree and three years of work experience in a 
related field such as supervision or counseling. 

Corrections-classification interviewer educational requirements: Corrections classification officers must 
have a high school diploma. The U.S. Federal Bureau of Prisons requires a bachelor's degree for entry-
level correctional positions and up to three years of work experience. 

Average 2018 correctional officer salary: $34,964 

12. Crime Analyst 
Taking action based on probabilities and predictions sits at the heart of a crime analyst's daily work. A 
crime analyst works to predict when a crime will occur based on the available data. Her expertise with 
computer systems, which play out statistical information, along with a strong understanding of criminal 
psychology make a crime analyst an important member of a law enforcement agency. 

A crime analyst may work not only to predict an event but also to recommend what supplies teams 
need. This position requires excellent critical thinking skills as well as good communication and 
organizational skills. 

Crime analyst educational requirements: A crime analyst should have a bachelor's degree with major 
coursework completed in administration of justice, criminal Justice, criminology, statistical analysis, 
psychology, or sociology. 

Average 2018 crime analyst salary: $47,087 



13. Crime Lab Analyst 
This is one of the more erudite criminal justice jobs available. Crime lab analysts embrace the sciences 
and employ the knowledge in a forensics laboratory. Crime lab analysts analyze information delicately 
lifted from crime scenes in order to prove people accused of a crime as guilty or innocent. A crime lab 
analyst produces hard evidence based on an understanding of DNA or molecular biology. 

Crime lab analysts may testify in court or to produce reports which single out scientific results pointing 
to or away from a suspect. 

Crime lab analyst educational requirements: Crime laboratory analysts generally have a bachelor's 
degree in forensic science, criminology, criminal justice, or physical sciences. Many state and federal 
crime labs, however, require a master's degree or a doctorate. 

Average 2018 crime lab analyst salary: $51,729 

14. Crime Prevention Specialist 
“An ounce of prevention is worth a pound of cure.” This old adage is perfectly suited for the crime 
prevention specialist. They communicate with merchants or residents of a community in order to set up 
strategies to offset crime or note precursors to criminal activity. They may make recommendations 
about crime preparedness or security. 

Crime prevention specialists may make public service announcements or create a community or 
neighborhood watch. A crime prevention specialist enjoys working with others as well as creating 
presentations to help communities stay safe. 

Crime prevention specialist educational requirements: A crime prevention specialist may need a two-
year or four-year degree in criminal justice, criminology, sociology, police science or in a related field. 

Average 2018 crime prevention specialist salary: $46,000 

15. Crime Scene Supervisor 
A crime scene supervisor not only collects the evidence at a crime scene, he also oversees units of crime 
scene technicians who work for him. A crime scene supervisor knows all the ins and outs of collecting 
evidence at the scene of a crime. They know the procedures for lifting fingerprints or taking 
photographs of blood splatters for analysis. In addition, they're responsible for the overall accuracy and 
reporting of the teams they supervise. 

At times, crime scene supervisors testify before a jury or write an expanded analysis of the findings 
made by their teams. They work odd hours and within settings where violent actions have occurred. 
Excellent analytical and communication skills are a must along with an ability to follow protocols to the 
exact letter. 



Crime scene supervisor educational requirements: The job often requires a bachelor's degree in 
chemistry, biology, forensic science, or in a closely related field. Some employers choose candidates who 
have a master's degrees in one of these fields, as well as an advanced training background, which often 
includes at least four to six years of crime scene investigation job experience. 

Average 2018 crime scene supervisor salary: $86,724 

Featured Schools 

16. Crime Scene Technician 
This is not a job for the weak hearted. A crime scene technician is often one of the first to arrive at the 
scene of a crime. He carefully documents what he discovers at the scene. Crime scene technicians need 
skills using a camera and they need to know the proper procedures in collecting specimens. These 
specimen collections include gathering fingerprints, fluid collection, hair samples, etc. They need to 
carefully collect all the evidence. Crime scene technicians keep custody of all evidence and secure it for 
the crime lab. 

Crime scene technicians need to withstand crime scenes where violent crimes have taken place. 

Crime scene technician educational requirements: A crime scene technician typically needs at least an 
associate degree in law enforcement, police science, or an associate degree in criminal justice. A 
bachelor's degree may provide an edge on the competition. 

Average 2018 crime scene technician salary: $34,070 

17. Crime Victims Service Coordinator 
When victims of a crime need support, the police department calls in the crime victims service 
coordinator. He provides support and intervention in crimes of domestic violence, sexual assault, and 
death. Not only does a crime victim service coordinator arrange for help through finding those in need 
psychological help or support groups, a crime victims service coordinator also offers emotional support 
along with scheduling appointments for victims. 

Crime victims specialists need a thorough understanding of crisis support. They work as a liaison 
between families and produce clear reports on the actions taken and progress made. They need a deep 
and sensitive understudying of how interventions and support groups work. 

Crime victims service coordinator educational requirements: Some employers may prefer a bachelor's 
degree in criminal justice, social work, psychology, sociology, or a related field. 

Average 2018 crime victims service coordinator salary: $34,388 

18. Criminal Justice Policy Advisor 



A criminal policy advisor works to assess and advise peers on the criminal justice policies at a city, state 
or federal level. They may work with senior officials in reducing crime in areas such as human trafficking 
or domestic violence. This involves assessing old programs or implementing new programs to satisfy the 
needs of a community. They provide recommendations through writing proposals and reports. 

Criminal justice policy advisors need excellent oral and written skills along with an ability to see how 
systems function. 

Criminal justice policy advisor educational requirements: Some employers prefer a bachelor's degree in 
business, public administration, organizational development, finance, criminal justice, or a related field. 

Average 2018 criminal justice policy advisor salary: $61,452 

19. Criminal Investigator 
If watching a good detective show has you saying, “I can do that,” then perhaps you should look into 
becoming a criminal investigator. Criminal investigators work at city, state, and federal levels. A criminal 
investigator tracks, finds, and incarcerates criminals through the analysis of interviews and crime scene 
clues. Some criminal investigators specialize in a particular sort of crime such as homicide or burglary. 

This position is often associated with danger and requires an ability to confront dangerous individuals. A 
crime scene investigator needs excellent analytical and communications skills. He must be an excellent 
record keeper. Criminal investigators might work long and odd hours. 

Criminal investigator educational requirements: A criminal investigator should have at least a high 
school diploma or equivalent. However, earning an associate or a bachelor's degree, in criminal 
investigations or in criminal justice increases the opportunity for employment in this area. Courses 
centered on crime scene investigation, forensics, psychology, and sociology area also helpful in acquiring 
positions with federal agencies. 

Average 2018 criminal investigator salary: $58,433 

20. Criminal Law Paralegal 
A criminal law paralegal, a highly organized person, assists an attorney in building cases and preparing 
paperwork. This position also requires interviewing clients, making background searches, and preparing 
trial exhibits. A criminal law paralegal must come prepared with a deep understanding of criminal law on 
the federal and state levels. Criminal law paralegals have a great deal of responsibilities and focused 
work. 

Criminal law paralegals educational requirements: Generally criminal law paralegals must have a two-
year or a four-year degree in criminal justice or paralegal training with a criminal law specialization. 
However, according to the National Federation of Paralegals, an increasing number of organizations 
require candidates have a minimum of a bachelor's degree. The organization advises prospective 
criminal law paralegals to opt for a bachelor's degree program instead of a two-year degree. 



Average 2018 Criminal law paralegal salary: $46,467 

21. Criminal Profiler 
A criminal profiler enjoys filling in the missing details. She is the person a police department calls to help 
them figure out the perpetrator of a crime or how a crime took place. A criminal profiler has the skills 
which can break down basic evidence to produce a portrait or psychological profile of a perpetrator and 
the method of committing a crime. 

Criminal profilers may conduct interviews with family members or explore evidence collected by the 
police department. This position requires the ability to solve complex problems while working with a 
wide variety of teams. 

Criminal profiler educational requirements: A criminal profiler may earn a degree in criminal justice or in 
psychology. Some criminal profilers have a master's degree in forensic psychology. 

Average 2018 criminal profiler salary: $62,888 

22. Criminal Research Specialist 
Being a criminal research specialist sits somewhere between being an investigator and a border patrol 
agent. A criminal research specialist often works with Homeland Security to establish safeguards when it 
comes to national borders. This position requires planning investigative strategies which intercept the 
illegal importation of weapons or drugs into the United States or the illegal exportation of technology or 
human trafficking. 

A criminal research specialist must have a comprehensive understanding of how to foresee and foil such 
activities. He must know how to communicate and coordinate the efforts of his team. Excellent critical 
thinking and organizational skills are a must for criminal research specialists. 

Criminal research specialist educational requirements: Some employers may require a bachelor's 
degree, but some specific jobs also require a master's degree. 

Average 2018 criminal research specialist salary: $49,930 

23. Criminalist 
A criminalist relies on scientific training, not psychic powers, to solve the mystery of a crime. A 
criminalist may claim a number of different science backgrounds ranging from degrees in forensics to 
chemistry or biology. A criminalist specializes in knowing how to interpret very special clues related to 
DNA samples or trace clues left after a firearm has been discharged. Once a criminalist has assessed and 
noted the clues left at a crime scene, she then pieces together the evidence and makes a report. 

Criminalists may testify about their findings in a court trial. This may include educating the jury. A 
criminalist needs good communication and writing skills. 



Criminalist educational requirements: A criminalist should aim for a bachelor's degree in one of the 
physical, biological, or forensic sciences in conjunction with credit hours of chemistry, biology, or math. 
A bachelor's degree in criminology, criminal justice, or a related field may also be beneficial. Some 
criminalist positions require a master's degree. 

Average 2018 criminalist salary: $59,926 

24. Criminologist 
Although this term sounds a great deal like “criminalist,” a criminologist has a decidedly different focus. 
A criminologist uses his understanding of psychology and human nature in combination with a 
knowledge of demographics and crime rates to untangle the root causes of criminal behavior. A 
criminologist works to either solve the reasons behind why a crime may have been committed or looks 
ahead to predict when the next crime will be committed in a series. He may also work in the field of 
crime prevention. 

Criminologists need the ability to keep careful records and work with detailed information. 

Criminologist educational requirements: Entry-level criminologists usually hold a bachelor's degree in 
criminology, sociology or psychology; however, many federal and private industry employers prefer 
criminologists hold at least a master's degree in behavioral science or a closely related field of study. 

Average 2018 criminologist salary: $43,487 

As the job title implies, a counter-terrorism analyst is an expert in evaluating information which 
uncovers terrorist activities threatening the United States. A counter-terrorist analyst often speaks 
multiple languages and is also well versed in international affairs and history. They have most likely 
studied the cultural and anthropological history of those groups seeking to harm the United States and 
may predict their responses to current U.S. policies. 

Their understanding of surveillance data presents the U.S. government with excellent tools to uncover 
pockets of developing terrorist activities. A counter-terrorism analyst presents complex ideas in a clear 
and organized fashion. They must have excellent logical skills and stay current on international affairs. 

Counter-terrorism analyst educational requirements: The CIA requires counter-terrorism analysts have a 
bachelor's or master's degree in national security studies, international affairs, or related subjects, such 
as political science with an emphasis on global politics and national security. These degrees preferably 
have a strong focus on particular regions of the world, such as the Middle East or South Asia. On the 
other hand, the FBI requires its counter-terrorism and intelligence analysts have a graduate degree in 
such fields as international relations, sociology, psychology, political science, public policy, Middle 
Eastern languages or regional studies, and especially Middle Eastern affairs. Individuals with law degrees 
or graduate degrees in business also are eligible for employment as counter-terrorism analysts. 

Average 2018 counterterrorism analyst salary: $56,000 



26. Court Reporter 
A court reporter is potentially the proverbial “fly on the wall” of a heated or dramatic court proceeding. 
A court reporter uses a stenographic machine to quietly transcribe the events of a trial. They 
concentrate on capturing all words correctly while typing with great efficiency without distraction. 

Court reporters must consistently appear on time and work with great focus for long periods of time 
before filing the transcriptions. Additional responsibilities include reading the transcripts back during a 
trial, maintaining the court calendar, answering phones, or assisting jury members. 

Court reporter educational requirements: A court reporter needs a minimum certification as a 
registered professional reporter. Some states require licensure and may require court stenographers to 
serve as a notary public. 

Average 2018 court reporter salary: $49,194 

27. Customs Border and Protection Officer 
This hands-on job requires customs border and protection officer to inspect and interview individuals 
and inspect items crossing the U.S. border. They must be in good physical condition and must also be 
comfortable stopping suspicious individuals for questioning. Key qualities of a competent customs 
border and protection officer include having good judgement and a keen eye for questionable or 
suspicious actives or appearances. They must also know the rules and regulations which control what 
items people may or may not take into or out of the United States. 

Customs border and protection officer educational requirements: This job may require a relevant degree 
such as a bachelor's degree in criminal justice, international affairs, or law enforcement. While not 
required, a degree may enable individuals to obtain a higher level job. Upon completion of a degree, 
individuals can apply for a customs agent position through the Department of Homeland Security. 

Average 2018 customs border and protection officer salary: $91,000 

28. Customs Import Specialist 
Do you have a mind for sorting and classifying? Do you enjoy the idea of sizing up a shipment's worth? A 
customs import specialist knows how to evaluate the worth of goods imported into the United States. 
This very dynamic job requires not only an understanding of appraisal procedures, it also puts the 
customs import specialist in charge of determining what items may or may not enter the U.S. borders. In 
some circumstances, a customs import specialist may even be involved in criminal investigations which 
have international players. 

A customs import specialist job is perfect for someone with an intellectual interest in trade rules and 
regulations. The job is also best suited for organized people with strong analytical abilities. 



Customs import specialist educational requirements: A degree in accounting, business management, or 
economics may place a person at an advantage in the application process. An MBA, master's, or JD, 
might help obtain a job in this field. 

Average 2018 Customs Import Specialist salary: $45,046 

29. Customs Inspector 
A customs inspector works with Homeland Security and law enforcement agencies to ensure people and 
items crossing the borders of the U.S. do not pose any threats. They're able to notice behaviors and 
telltale signs of people who smuggle in illegal drugs or weapons. In some cases, a customs inspector 
receives training to work with a canine partner to complete the tasks at hand. A customs inspector 
should be comfortable interviewing strangers and acting on sound assessments of suspicious activities. 

Customs inspector educational requirements: Customs inspector educational requirements: Typically, 
customs inspectors must at least have a high school diploma or a GED with relevant work experience; 
however, some employers may require a bachelor's degree in an applicable field. A law enforcement 
associate degree or a bachelors in criminal justice, police science, or a related field might help 
individuals obtain a job. 

Average 2018 customs inspector salary: $62,252 

30. Deportation Officer 
This is not a job for the weak-hearted. A deportation officer identifies and at times physically subdues a 
person suspected of being an illegal immigrant in the U.S. A deportation officer must know the laws and 
regulations which determine an illegal immigrant status. They work with Homeland Security officials to 
ensure the proper handling of all matters and paperwork. A deportation may testify in court. 

Deportation officer educational requirements: Typically the job requires a little more than a high school 
diploma or GED. A BA in Criminal Justice is helpful. Before becoming a deportation officer, most people 
have a few years of experience working in standard law enforcement. 

Average 2018 deportation officer salary: $54,073 

31. Deputy Sheriff 
Deputy sheriffs work in multiple capacities. They typically work on the county level to ensure the safety 
of a community. Most often deputy sheriffs respond to community needs such as issuing warrants or 
dealing with traffic violations. Often, however, the tasks a deputy sheriff include: Detaining and 
processing prisoners, serving as a bailiff, or engaging in criminal investigations. Also, a deputy sheriff 
(who is not an elected official) does a great deal to influence the voters who elect the sheriff to office. 

Deputy sheriff educational requirements: A deputy sheriff should have a two-year associate degree or a 
four-year bachelor's degree or a certification from a vocational training school, especially in a field such 



as criminal justice. A degree in law enforcement and administration or behavioral science may help in 
the application process. 

Average 2018 deputy sheriff salary: $43,029 

32. Digital Forensics Examiner 
A digital forensics examiner knows better than anyone that dumping an incriminating document into the 
computer's trash does not erase a criminal trail. This highly specialized field of investigation puts an 
investigator up close and personal with incriminating data and files often retrieved from damaged 
computers. A digital forensics examiner is an expert at knowing how to uncover and restore lost or 
hidden files. 

A digital forensics examiner job is perfect for someone with a great ability to work alone and focus for 
long hours on a very specific task. A digital forensics examiner is also deeply interested in keeping up to 
speed with the latest technologies and computer innovations. 

Digital forensics examiner educational requirements: The job often requires education or certifications 
in computer science, criminal justice and or computer and digital forensics programs. 

Average 2018 digital forensics examiner salary: $60,618 

33. Diplomatic Security Agent 
A diplomatic security agent ensures the safety of diplomatic activities taking place between 
ambassadors and other high level individuals. A diplomatic security agent may find himself organizing 
and creating a secure environment for a meeting. He may also be in charge of taking care of individual 
dignitaries or working in a more wide ranging project such as investigating visa fraud. 

Diplomatic security agents learn about explosives as well as first aid and self-defense techniques. This is 
a position for someone who is willing to do both physical and mental work which may lead to physically 
threatening circumstances. 

Diplomatic security agent educational requirements: Some positions may require a bachelor's degree. 

Average 2018 diplomatic security agent salary: $43,226 – $58,092 

34. Drug Enforcement Administration Agent 
Drug Enforcement Administration (DEA) agents investigate the massive crime rings associated with drug 
imports and related violent crimes in the U.S. DEA agents spearhead drug intelligence programs and are 
responsible for the arrest of criminals. They evaluate evidence and may also work internationally to stop 
dangerous criminals who infect the country with illicit drugs. DEA agents may work in dangerous areas. 
DEA agents need good communication skills. 



DEA agent educational requirements: Typically they need a bachelor's degree in criminal justice, 
criminology, sociology or in another field. 

Average 2018 DEA agent salary: $65,000 

35. Federal Air Marshal 
“Independent” and” incognito” are two terms which describe a federal air marshal. A federal air marshal 
dedicates himself to protecting people who work on or travel on commercial airliners. Often working 
with no backup, a federal air marshal must be armed with a gun at all times and have confidence that 
any time he fires a gun, the shot will land with accuracy. 

A federal air marshal must be able to recognize suspicious behavior while at the same time blending in 
with other passengers in order serve in the most effective way possible. 

Federal air marshal educational requirements: Applicants with master's degrees in criminal justice, 
police science, aviation management, or similar specialties may improve their chances of obtaining a job 
as a federal air marshal. 

Average 2018 federal air marshal salary: $47,000 

36. Federal Bureau of Investigation Agent 
A federal bureau of investigation (FBI) agent is one of the few glamorized law enforcement positions 
which may actually live up to its reputation. 

An FBI agent, highly trained individual, works to protect the U.S. in a myriad of probable capacities. An 
FBI agent may investigate espionage, weapons of mass destruction, terrorism, or organized crime. An 
FBI agent is part of an organization which values dedication and integrity and commitment to the force. 
FBI agents sometimes work long hours in which physical and mental stresses are regular. 

Federal Bureau of Investigation agent educational requirements: The minimum education requirement 
is a bachelor's degree from an accredited college or university with an overall GPA of 3.0 or higher. 
Many agents have studied criminal justice, political science, engineering, computer science, or 
accounting, and some of them have completed a law degree 

Average 2018 Federal Bureau of Investigation agent salary: $68,209 

37. Federal Protective Service Officer 
People with this job need to know a great deal about federal buildings and facilities which need 
continuous protection. A federal protective service officer promotes the safe operations of a federal 
building that goes well beyond the basics of installing and maintaining a fire alarm or security system. 
This officer receives training to understand the vulnerabilities of a facility and ensure it is safe from 
unlawful entry or terrorist attacks. 



A federal protective service agent may organize emergency preparedness drills, hire security teams, and 
employ K-9 aided officers to maintain the safety of a building or compound. A good understanding of 
architecture and all main systems is vital for this position. A federal protective service officer must have 
excellent planning skills. 

Federal protective service officer educational requirements: A formal college education program is not a 
requirement for most FPS security positions; however, many candidates for federal law enforcement 
jobs choose to complete a four-year degree program as to best prepare for a career in this field. Typical 
bachelor degree programs include: sociology, criminal justice, criminology, emergency management, 
homeland security, and police science. 

Average 2018 federal protective service officer salary: $89,000 

38. Field Asset Protection Analyst 
A field asset protection analyst is well acquainted with illegal financial workings that involve fraud and 
money laundering. Companies hire a field asset protection analyst to review the data and monetary 
exchanges of a company for any loss of profit or suspicious transactions. This position requires the 
ability to focus intently on large bodies of data to locate patterns which suggest illegal financial activity. 

Field asset protection analyst educational requirements: A field asset protection analyst should have a 
bachelor's degree preferably in the area of criminology, political science or accounting. 

Average 2018 field asset protection analyst salary: $41,392 

39. Fingerprint Specialist 
A fingerprint specialist has a proverbial magnifying lens hovering over a fingerprint fragment. This very 
specialized career demands an attention to detail both on a crime scene and in a forensics laboratory. A 
fingerprint specialist is in her own way reconstructing the portrait of a criminal through using the latest 
technologies available to piece together bits of evidence accidentally left by a perpetrator of a crime. 

Their skills include knowing how to lift prints from all types of surfaces and then examine and compare 
whatever fingerprint data she has with thousands of records stored in a computerized system. A 
fingerprint specialist may provide courtroom testimony. This is a job for a detailed and precision-loving 
individual. 

Fingerprint specialist educational requirements: Some jobs may require a four year bachelor's degree 
with a major sequence in forensic science or criminal justice. 

2018 fingerprint specialist salary: $105,211 up to $136,771 

40. Forensic Accountant 
Just as a detective might scour a location for clues to illuminate how a crime was committed, a forensic 
accountant dives into financial records to explore and interpret potentially shady monetary dealings. A 



forensic accountant often works for lawyers or police departments in order to locate motives for crimes 
or to determine if somebody illegally deposited sums of cash into secret bank accounts. 

A forensic accountant is a master of tracing transactions that can incriminate wrongdoers. A forensic 
accountant understands finances. Forensic accountants are experts in explaining how they come to 
conclusions. 

Forensic accountant educational requirements: A forensic accountant should have at least a bachelor's 
degree in accounting or forensic accounting. A degree in criminal justice is also useful. 

Average 2018 forensic accountant salary: $65,607 

41. Forensic Anthropologist 
Examining the remains of a long-buried corpse and assessing the cause of death falls under the forensic 
anthropologist job description. This unique position is generally very difficult to obtain and requires a 
great deal of concentrated study. A forensic anthropologist must be able to interpret the clues 
presented by the skeletal structure to determine the age, sex, and even health of the person before 
death. This field of study is also called osteology. 

Because of the deep knowledge needed for this occupation, the person who desires to become a 
forensic anthropologist must spend a great amount of time in a university setting dedicating himself to 
learning the ins and outs of examining remains. 

Forensic anthropologist educational requirements: Most organizations require a forensic anthropologist 
to have a doctoral degree. 

Average 2018 forensic anthropologist salary: $55,750 

42. Forensic Artist 
Gifted with an incredible gift of putting images to words, a forensic artist creates portraits based on 
visual descriptions. A forensic artist understands and translates physical descriptions from key witnesses 
onto paper. This position also requires an ability to ask the correct questions in a sensitive manner so a 
witness has time to think and reassemble the mental image of what may be a very quick encounter with 
a criminal. At times a forensic artist may also have to prepare an age enhanced image of a person or 
reconstruct a face from a partial image. 

Forensic artist educational requirements: An associate degree in drawing may put a person on a path to 
becoming a forensic artist. Some employers may prefer a Bachelor in Fine Arts degree. The International 
Association of Identification (IAI) offers a professional certification in forensic artistry. 

2018 forensic artist salary: $31,720 and $65,234 



43. Forensic Botanist 
How did a particular species of grass or algae end up on the coat sleeves of a murder victim? When such 
clues are central to solving a mystery, investigators often call in a forensic botanist. A forensic botanist is 
an expert in tracing where certain plants grow and can often lead police officials very close to areas 
where crimes have been committed. 

Forensic botanists often work carefully and with great delicacy examining microscopic samples and then 
researching how or why such samples are clues to crimes. This is a highly specialized field which requires 
a dedication and ability to concentrate for long hours on complex and scientific research. 

Forensic botanist educational requirements: Forensic botanists often have no training specific to 
forensic science, instead, their educational background is usually in the form of a bachelor's or graduate 
degree in botany and/or biology, which includes expertise in plant science sub-disciplines such as 
ecology, systematics, plant chemistry, and molecular biology. 

Average 2018 forensic botanist salary: $49,284 

44. Forensic Chemist 
They analyze and perform tests on crime scene evidence to determine the composition and nature of 
materials and to determine the source. They also match samples. A forensic chemist may provide their 
conclusions in court. They also perform tests to measure concentrations of controlled substances. 

Forensic chemist educational requirements: This job requires a bachelor's degree in chemistry, forensic 
sciences or a relevant subject. Some positions may require an advanced degree. Some jobs may allow 
candidates to substitute some educational requirements with professional experience. Forensic 
chemists need good communication skills. 

Average 2018 forensic chemist salary: $55,001 

45. Forensic DNA Analyst 
Unlocking the mysteries of a crime often culminates in the scientific laboratory of a forensic DNA 
analyst. A forensic DNA analyst is responsible for examining trace DNA samples from the clothing of 
victims and crime scenes in order to link individuals and events to crimes. A forensic DNA analyst may 
work to amplify or purify DNA samples. She then records and carefully files all her findings according to 
very strict protocols established by the company or government agency that employs her. 

When asked to testify in a trial, a forensic DNA analyst must be able to present their findings in an 
articulate and clear manner. 

Forensic DNA analyst educational requirements: Individuals interested in a forensic DNA analyst careers 
may obtain undergraduate degrees such as: Bachelor of Science in Biology, DNA Analysis Methods, 
Bachelor of Science in Biological Sciences, Bachelor of Science in Forensic Science, Bachelor of Science in 
Molecular Biology and more. 



Graduate programs often pursued by individuals interested in careers as forensic DNA analysts include: 
Master of Science in Forensic Science, Master of Science in Forensic and Conservation Genetics, Master 
of Science in Forensic Analysis, Master of Science in Molecular Biology, Master of Science in Human and 
Molecular Genetics and more. 

Average 2018 Forensic DNA analyst salary: $50,826 

46. Forensic Document Examiner 
A forensic document examiner is an expert at determining if specific documents have been altered or 
forged. A forensic document examiner knows how to identify texts and paperwork for suspicious telltale 
signs. He may look at the paper quality, watermarks, or handwriting samples to eliminate or certify 
forgeries. They sometimes testify in court trials. 

A forensic document examiner must be a detailed individual who has a keen eye for minor discrepancies 
between actual and faked texts. 

Forensic document examiner educational requirements: A bachelor's degree in forensic science or a 
similar program. 

Average 2018 forensic document examiner salary: $62,238 

47. Forensic Entomologist 
A lot of people have seen those grisly moments in films when a scientist removes an insect from some 
part of a corpse. Well, that TV scientist has a name, a forensic entomologist. A forensic entomologist is 
intimately familiar with the breeding habits and life cycles of insects. This very unique knowledge proves 
crucial when identifying how long a person has been dead or what may have led to the death, itself. 

A forensic scientist can provide law enforcement a great deal of information through simply identifying 
life stages of insects to ascertain when a person died and even perhaps where, based on what insects 
are found on a body. A person who pursues this field of study should be prepared to spend many hours 
studying in a college setting. 

Forensic entomologist educational requirements: Forensic entomologists are board-certified forensic 
scientists who have a Ph.D. in entomology. In addition to a doctorate degree in entomology, a forensic 
entomologist must complete coursework specific to the forensic application of entomology. There are a 
few institutions in the United States that offer graduate degrees or specializations in forensic 
entomology. 

Average 2018 forensic entomologist salary: $56,786 

48. Forensic Firearms Examiner 
If a bullet is found buried in a wall where a violent crime has taken place, how do the police prove which 
gun fired it? The analysis falls under the authority of a forensic firearms examiner. They're experts in 



studying the bullet's scars and markings and linking them to a weapon. Forensic firearms examiners 
perform most of their work in a lab; however, they may also visit a crime site to gather information. 

A forensic firearms examiner job requires a deep understanding of weapons and their idiosyncratic 
qualities. They gather evidence, store, and file it all correctly in order to preserve the correct 
interpretation of past events. 

Forensic firearms and toolmark examiner educational requirements: As forensic scientists, 
firearms/toolmark examiners must complete a formal course of study through a bachelor's or graduate 
degree program from an accredited college or university. Degree programs suitable for work in this field, 
include: Criminal justice, Forensic science, Criminology, Biology, Biochemistry, Chemistry, and Physics. 

Further, many employers require study in quantitative analysis and general chemistry. It is also 
commonplace for firearms/toolmark examiners to pursue graduate degrees in one of the physical 
sciences. 

Average 2018 forensic firearms toolmark examiner salary: $53,055 

49. Forensic Psychologist 
When a victim or suspect exhibits behaviors such as compulsive lying or delusions of grandeur, police 
often summon a forensic psychologist to conduct an evaluation. A forensic psychologist receives training 
to both counsel those in need and advise courts on many issues such as guardianship issues and 
competency. 

A forensic psychologist must be a good communicator with the authorities and as well as with those 
being assessed. He must be able to determine basic personality disorders and support his findings with 
accurate reports or testimonies. 

Forensic psychologist educational requirements: In most cases forensic psychologists need a doctoral 
degree in psychology, usually in clinical or counseling psychology. People typically obtain a Ph.D. or 
Psy.D. in clinical psychology before earning some type of postdoctoral training and specialization in 
forensic psychology. Some schools offer degrees specifically focused on forensic psychology which 
combine courses in both psychology and law. 

Average 2018 forensic psychologist salary: $62,778 

50. Forensic Science Technician 
These technicians may work at crime scenes and at laboratories. They collect evidence at crime scenes 
and conduct scientific and technical analysis in laboratories or offices. Many forensic technicians 
specialize in laboratory analysis or in crime scene investigation. This field has a wide range of specific 
interests. 



A forensic science technician may choose to focus on an area such as fingerprints, ballistics, or even 
computers and electronics. He may also have to testify in court proceedings recounting the evidence 
and test results. 

Forensic science technician educational requirements: Forensic science techs typically have a bachelor's 
degree. Applicants who graduated from applied sciences technology programs and have extensive 
training on using laboratory equipment may have an edge. According to the Bureau of Labor Statistics, 
the vast majority of aspiring forensic science technicians have a “bachelor's degree in the natural 
sciences and a master's degree in forensic science.” 

Average 2018 forensic science technician salary: $47,787 

51. Forensic Scientist 
A forensic scientist specializes in exploring criminal evidence which falls in the areas of chemistry, 
biology, and toxicology. The very specialized area of scientific processes which evaluates hair and blood 
samples fall under her domain. She may look into clues which involve questions involving drug or toxic 
poisonings. Often this position is a supervisory one which requires a certain amount of leadership and 
organizational prowess. A forensic scientist must be able to justify the findings of their team and then 
interact professionally with law enforcement. 

Forensic scientist educational requirements: The job typically requires a minimum of a bachelor's degree 
in natural science or forensic science. Some positions may require a master's degree. Some positions 
require a doctoral degree. 

Average 2018 forensic scientist salary: $53,055 

52. Forensic Serologist 
Analogous to interpreting Rorschach ink blots, a forensic serologist may interpret blood splatter 
evidence at a crime scene to help law enforcement personnel visualize how a crime took place. Working 
in line with blood splatter investigations, semen or saliva analysis, a forensic serologist specializes in the 
study of bodily fluids linked to criminal activity. 

forensic serologists are experts in the field and in the lab and may determine if blood at a scene is 
human or animal or if a DNA sample matches another sample. This job is best suited for those who enjoy 
using their analytical skills. 

Forensic serologist educational requirements: A forensic serologist needs at least an undergraduate 
degree in biology, biochemistry, molecular biology, genetics or a relevant natural science preferably 
with additional coursework in math and criminal investigation. Some law enforcement agencies may 
require advanced degrees as well, either in biology or in forensic science or criminal justice. 

A survey by the American Society of Crime Lab Directors showed some forensic lab directors expect their 
serologists to have degrees in chemistry, followed by biology and forensic science. Serologists need at 



least an undergraduate degree in biology, biochemistry, molecular biology, genetics or another natural 
science closely related to the study of bodily fluids. 

Average 2018 forensic serologist salary: $52,180 

53. Forensic Toxicologist 
A forensic toxicologist provides expert analysis of how environmental contaminants come into play 
during criminal investigations. These activities may range from conducting simple drug and alcohol 
testing activities to more complex analyses such as evaluation how exposure to certain chemicals is 
affecting an entire community. This is a job for someone interested in exploring how poisons and other 
chemicals affect the human body and applying those findings to criminal investigations. 

Forensic toxicologist educational requirements: Forensic toxicologists must complete, at a minimum, a 
bachelor's degree in forensic science, toxicology, chemistry, clinical chemistry, or a related field. Many 
forensic toxicologists obtain a graduate degree such as a graduate degree in toxicology. 

Average 2018 forensic toxicologist salary: $59,322 

54. Fraud Analyst 
The world of banking, as secure is it is, cannot deflect all corruption. Forgeries occur, and conniving 
people find ways to steal money through fraud. A fraud analyst is the detail-oriented person who knows 
how to get to the bottom of suspicious banking activities. A fraud analyst works for a bank to follow a 
trail of clues back to the individuals who steal money or identities from banking customers. He may 
comb through transactions or compare spending habits. This position requires an ability to focus on 
complex data and make solid, educated deductions. 

Fraud analyst educational requirements: Although no specific field of study is required, fraud analysts 
typically have a bachelor degrees in computer science, finance, banking or a related field. 

Average 2018 fraud analyst salary: $46,344 

55. Fraud Investigator 
When a large company is responsible for losing financial and credit card information of its customers to 
thieves, law enforcement agencies hire a fraud analyst to explore how this may have happened. A fraud 
analyst may also act as an advisor to a company to help prevent the occurrence of such a scenario. 

This is a very dynamic occupation as it hinges on knowing the most cutting edge tactics used by criminals 
who study how to invade systems in order to steal information. In addition, while needing to know the 
ins and outs of such systems, a fraud investigator may interview suspects out in the field and interact 
with law enforcement agencies on a regular basis. A good mind for logical thinking and an ability to 
analyze data are important qualities to have in this line of work. 



Fraud investigator educational requirements: A minimum of a bachelor's degree is generally necessary 
to become a fraud investigator. Fraud investigators obtain a bachelor degree in an area such as 
economic crime, fraud management, accounting, criminal justice, law, or business administration. 

Average 2018 fraud investigator salary: $58,567 

56. Homicide Detective 
“Book 'em, Danno!” Perhaps one of the few criminal justice jobs that lives true to its reputation, the 
homicide detective is a true sleuth who uses his analytical capabilities and courage to solve very serious 
crimes. This is a job requiring a sense of commitment to a community and a law enforcement agency. An 
ability to assess situations quickly and see patterns in human behavior remains at the core of this job 
description. 

A homicide detective should expect to work long and odd hours. He must be able to withstand the 
pressures of a very demanding job which often places him in precarious situations. 

Homicide detective educational requirements: The minimum education requirements include a high 
school diploma, law enforcement certification, and experience as a law enforcement officer. Many 
agencies, however, require homicide detectives have at least a two-year or a four-year degree in 
criminal justice, forensic science, or a related field, and experience as a sworn law enforcement officer. 

Average 2018 homicide detective salary: $62,774 

57. Immigration and Customs Enforcement Agent 
Looking for a “cool” job? Try being an ICE agent. ICE stands for U.S. Immigration and Customs 
Enforcement. ICE agents are often the people apprehending criminals who bring illegal guns or drugs 
into the U.S. In short, they are responsible for preventing smuggling of all sorts between U.S. and foreign 
borders. This also includes preventing illegal aliens from entering the United States. 

An ICE agent should expect to work long and often irregular hours which can involve overtime pay. The 
person who takes on this position should be comfortable working with firearms and confronting 
suspicious individuals. 

ICE agent educational requirements: ICE agents are typically required to have a GL-7 level standing: One 
full year of graduate level education beyond a bachelor's degree or Superior Academic Achievement 
(S.A.A.) in an undergraduate degree qualifies one at the GL-7 level. 

Average 2018 ICE agent salary: $86,047 

58. Immigration Enforcement Agent 
A very specific focus of the immigration enforcement (IEA) agent is to detain and expel foreigners who 
violate U.S. borders. The actions an IEA agent may take include pursuing and physically overpowering 
drug smugglers or terrorists. Once an IEA details a suspect, he may have to process and transport the 



individual. An IEA agent learns all the protocols which accompany working with prisoners and at times 
may learn a foreign language. 

Immigration enforcement agent educational requirements: The minimum requirement for an 
immigration enforcement agent at the GS-5 level is a bachelor's degree or professional experience 
equivalent to three years as a GS-4 federal law enforcement officer. A bachelor's degree is the standard 
for federal positions. 

Average 2018 immigration enforcement agent salary: $86,047 

59. Information Security Officer 
An information security officer (ISSO) is the firewall expert who knows how to assess and protect 
security systems for organizations. This career calls for a person who enjoys keeping up to speed on the 
latest technological advancements in building and adjusting network security. This may include 
protecting government agencies against any sort of internet based invasion by terrorists. An ISSO may 
also make sure the system he is responsible for is updated and meets all the criteria for certification. 

Information security officer educational requirements: They typically need at least a bachelor's degree in 
computer science, computer programming, computer engineering, or a similar area. Some organizations 
may require a graduate degree in business administration with an information systems concentration. 

Average 2018 ISSO salary: $90,041 

60. Inmate Records Coordinator 
This position, despite the title, entails more than an ability to file and keep individual prison records. An 
inmate records keeper often has a college degree and specializes in keeping track of the activities within 
an entire prison. He may adjust prison sentences based on inmate behavior and other factors. An 
inmate records keeper holds a steady watch on other aspects, as well. He may oversee job duties or 
make recommendations to the IT staff. Careful documentation is, of course, central to this job. 

Inmate records coordinators understand human behavior patterns and must be able to predict how well 
a prisoner will take to being released. A prison inmate records coordinator must be comfortable 
spending a great deal of time with people who commit crimes and must be vigilant and prepared for 
outburst or violent behavior. 

Inmate records coordinator educational requirements: An inmate records coordinator should have an 
associate degree in psychology, guidance and counseling, penology, sociology, social work and/or 
criminology plus two years of experience in a correctional setting. Any combination of education from 
an accredited college or university in a related field and/or direct experience in this occupation totaling 
four years may substitute for the required education and experience. 

Average 2018 inmates records coordinator salary: $31,179 



61. Inspector General Investigator 
When you think of an inspector general investigator, think about honesty and integrity. An inspector 
general investigator is a neutral person who works to locate and eliminate any sort of fraud or 
inefficiency within a given governmental department. His main objective is to look into programs and 
operations in order to reestablish or maintain that all members are working with integrity and ethics. He 
may look into financial records or other aspects of departmental activities to ensure no abuse is taking 
place. 

Inspector general educational requirements: An inspector general should have at least a high school 
diploma and five years of experience, an associate degree and three years of experience, or a bachelor's 
degree and one year of experience. Typically a degree in any area suffices. 

Average 2018 inspector general investigator salary: $69,000 

62. Internal Revenue Service Criminal Investigator 
When tax evasion moves from being an oversight and becomes a deliberate act, the Internal Revenue 
Service or IRS sends in a criminal investigator. The issues an IRS criminal investigator evaluates usually 
fall into categories such as money laundering and fraud. In order to locate the tax money owed to the 
U.S. government, an IRS criminal investigator needs to be familiar with the techniques used in forensic 
exploration of computer systems and internet banking systems. 

An IRS criminal investigator has a great ability to analyze and interpret complex financial data. 

IRS Criminal investigator educational requirements: Typical qualifications for an IRS criminal investigator 
include: GS-4: an associate degree or two years of vocational training; GS-5: a bachelor's degree or four 
years of pre-professional education; GS-7: completion of a year of graduate education, bachelor's 
degrees with superior academic achievement, or five years of pre-professional education; GS-9: Master's 
degree or two years of graduate-level training. 

Average 2018 IRS criminal investigator salary: $115,871 

63. Internal Revenue Service Internal Security Inspector 
A person with this job ensures the IRS has no corruption and IRS employees have a high level of 
integrity. They investigate alleged misconduct or illegal activities involving IRS employees or other 
people, including activities such as attempts to bribe or corrupt employees. They also investigates 
assaults or threats made against IRS employees. They also perform background investigations of 
prospective IRS employees. 

Internal revenue internal security inspector educational requirements: Applicants must have completed 
four years of college level study or three years of closely related experience or an equivalent of 
education and experience. 

Average 2018 internal revenue service internal security inspector salary: $73,000 



64. Investigative Specialist 
What are those guys sitting in the big black van doing while an undercover detective interacts with a 
gang of criminals? Who sets up the hidden cameras to capture suspects in the act of breaking and 
entering? The investigative specialist is the brains behind the technology investigators use as evidence. 
An investigative specialist must not only understand and implement the technology used during 
eavesdropping, he must also be able to maintain a steady watch over the suspected activities and 
interpret the findings. 

An investigative specialist must have a great deal of patience and know when to act and when to remain 
quiet. This is a job which requires a combination of patience, technological savvy, and a clear 
understanding of how to interpret human behavior. 

Investigative specialist educational requirements: An investigative specialist should earn an associate 
degree in criminal justice or two years of college study with a major in criminal justice, criminology, or a 
related field. 

Average 2018 investigative specialist salary: $52,587 

65. Jail Inspector 
As a prison structure ages or as more inmates are moved into a facility, a jail inspector oversees any 
repairs or accommodation adjustments. They're responsible for making sure a prison facility meets the 
standard requirements for housing prisoners safely and humanely. Along with understanding the 
fluctuations of population in prisons and the flow of activity around the facility, a prison inspector must 
also make recommendations for change based on budgets. Good analytical and financial skills are a 
must in this career. 

Jail inspector educational requirements: A jail inspector needs to complete undergraduate core 
coursework in criminal justice or a related field. 

Average 2018 jail inspector salary: $33,685 

66. Jail Screener 
A jail screener specializes in adjusting prison sentences and processing inmates. They base their 
assessments on inmate behavior and other factors such as test interpretations and even budgetary 
issues. Jail screeners stay current on the privacy of prison inmates and interact with them in a variety of 
instances. Careful documentation is central to this job. The person who takes on this career, 
understands human behavior patterns and must be able to predict how well a prisoner will take to being 
released. 

Jail screener educational requirements: A jail screener may seek an associate degree with a focus in 
criminal justice, sociology, psychology, social work, or related field. 

Average 2018 jail screener salary: $55,509 



67. Juvenile Probation Officer 
When a teenage boy or girl finds trouble with the law, a juvenile probation officer (JPO) becomes 
involved. A juvenile probation officer wears many hats. He may have as many as 100 young people to 
follow as they make their ways back into society. A juvenile probation officer may make home visits or 
meet with young people in his office as they report back to him about the progress made in school, 
community service, or court appearances. He may have late night phone calls when emergencies arise. 

Juvenile probation officers should be emotionally ready to see the best and the worst in young people 
struggling to find a path in life. 

Juvenile probation officer educational requirements: They usually work for the state and most states 
require a minimum of a bachelor's degree in criminal justice, social work, psychology, education, or 
human services. Others may require a master's degree or a predetermined length of experience as a 
probation officer in lieu of an advanced degree. 

Average 2018 juvenile probation officer salary: $39,562 

68. Loss Control Specialist 
How many people were injured at a work site? How can a company save money implementing staff 
training to cut excessive exposure to dangerous circumstances? Risk management is the important 
concept powering the career of a loss control specialist. A loss control specialist conducts an 
organizational evaluation to determine where money is lost through safety-related issues. A control loss 
specialist may get involved in issues such as the fire safety of structures and ensuring the protocols for 
emergency evacuations are up-to-date. 

A loss control specialist job often requires travel and frequent appearances at various facilities where 
the loss control specialist completes inspections. 

Loss control specialist educational requirements: A loss control specialist may obtain a bachelor's degree 
in criminal justice or a related field. Adding two to four years related experience and/or training to the 
degree is advisable. At times, employer accept an equivalent combination of education and experience. 

Average 2018 loss control specialist salary: $59,544 

69. Mediator 
When a legal dispute can be solved amicably through mediation, everyone wins. A mediator can assist 
two parties having a dispute and save everyone money through collaboration and compromise rather 
than using lawyers. Although most legal disputes are not always agreeable, the best mediators know 
how to balance agreements and see both sides of the picture to create an agreeable settlement. 

A mediator position requires a deep understanding of the legal areas in which a mediator specializes. In 
addition, a mediator must be able to conduct herself in a calm and collected manner in order to achieve 
an atmosphere of cooperation between her clients. 



Mediator educational requirements: A mediator typically completes a two-year master's program in 
dispute resolution, conflict management, or a doctoral program. 

AAverage 2018 mediator salary: $51,401 

70. Narcotics Officer 
If flushing out the distributors of illegal drugs in your town, county, or country sounds like an exciting or 
satisfying job, look into a narcotics officer job. Narcotics officers look into drug trafficking routes or 
investigate drug rings with other agents. This job requires working long hours in dangerous situations; 
however, it may also include a great deal of report writing and attention to detail when presenting 
evidence. 

Narcotics officer educational requirements: Typically, narcotics officers have the same educational 
requirements as regular police officers. According to the U.S. Bureau of Labor Statistics, some agencies 
might require a bachelor's degree while others require only a high school diploma. Many law 
enforcement agencies require a narcotics enforcement officer to have a two or a four year degree, 
preferably with a major in police science or criminology. 

Average 2018 narcotics officer salary: $61,600 

71. National Security Agency Police Officer 
The National Security Agency (NSA) employs officers to patrol and protect its properties. This term 
covers a number of responsibilities related to keeping NSA facilities secure. NSA police officers may work 
in routine positions such as regulating pedestrian or automobile traffic on a specific site. Other positions 
may take on the responsibilities of handling critical incidents or firearms training. An NSA police officer 
must pass drug testing and demonstrate a strong ethical character as well as commit to serving the NSA 
with loyalty. 

NSA Police Officer educational requirements: An NSA police officer needs at a minimum an associate 
degree (many NSA police officers hold degrees in criminal justice.) An NSA police officer with a history of 
military experience or work experience applicable to the duties of NSA police officers may have an 
advantage. 

Average 2018 NSA Police Officer salary: $50,283 

72. Parole Officer 
When a prisoner goes AWOL after released from jail, a parole officer may be at fault. A parole officer 
remains in charge of a number of released inmates for a designated period of time. The parole officer 
must diligently check up on the individuals under his supervision to make certain each one behaves 
according to dictates established by the courts. A parole officer keeps tabs on where a newly released 
prisoner goes in order to prevent a relapse into the life of crime. 



A parole officer position requires excellent organizational skills for completing and filing paperwork. 
Additionally, parole officers need excellent communication skills. They need to be comfortable working 
with potentially dangerous people who are tempted to break the law. 

Parole officer educational requirements: A parole officer typically completes coursework for a bachelor's 
degree in criminal justice, psychology, social work, or related field 

Average 2018 parole officer salary: $42,493 

73. Police Detective 
Exempt from wearing the traditional police officer uniform, police detectives work to solve particular 
cases assigned to them. A police detective may specialize in a specific category of crime such as theft or 
homicide. This position represents a step up from the entry level position of police officer and requires a 
person aspiring to become a police detective to first spend time in uniform. 

A police detective displays strong analytical skills and has a deep understanding of law and protocol at 
crime scenes. Police officers are excellent record keepers and do not flinch in the face of danger. 

Police detective educational requirements: A high school diploma is the minimum education required 
for this job; though completing a degree program in criminal justice or a related field may have some 
career benefits. Most law enforcement agencies prefer candidates that have at least an associate 
degree in an area such as criminology, sociology, psychology, or criminal investigation. Those with a 
bachelor's degree in one of these areas may have an advantage on their competitors. 

Average 2018 police detective salary: $59,811 

74. Police Officer 
The duties of a police officer range from providing safety within a community to offering citizens 
comfort during distress to educating school children on issues of drug abuse. 

A police officer may work to enforce traffic regulations, or he may work alongside a K-9 companion 
working to locate hidden drugs. Police officers may work long hours. A certain degree of comfort 
confronting suspicious persons is a must as is the ability to witness violent crime scenes. Police officers 
should have integrity as well as the ability to write clear reports and recount details accurately when 
asked to deliver testimony at a trial. 

Police officer educational requirements: The educational requirements vary by state and, in most cases, 
by city department. The minimal level of education is typically a high school diploma or a G.E.D 
certification. However, many departments around the country require at least a couple of years of 
college coursework, such as an associate degree in criminal justice. 

Average 2018 police officer salary: $50,355 



75. Prison Warden 
A prison warden holds a very powerful position in a very dangerous facility. A prison warden oversees 
the entire scope of a prison facilities operations. He does more during a day than just monitor who is 
released or incarcerated. A prison warden must have an understanding of the budgetary issues 
regarding prison upkeep and maintenance as well as keeping his finger on the pulse of the infirmary, 
cafeteria, grounds and staff. A prison warden has an excellent understanding of psychology and is a 
good communicator with a strong sense of order and discipline. 

Prison warden educational requirements: The job typically requires a bachelor's degree in criminology, 
criminal justice, administration of justice, social work, or other in other relevant subjects. 

Average 2018 prison warden salary: $80,558 

76. Private Investigator 
He plays a vital role getting information for individuals, law offices and corporations. Private 
investigators often have histories of police service and are required to have licenses to function legally. 
This position requires an ability to solve mysteries through the use of logical thinking skills. A private 
investigator creates a business and keeps track of expenses as well as organizes information gathered 
for clients. 

Private investigator educational requirements: While there is no formal education process to becoming 
a private investigator, a degree in criminal justice might be beneficial. 

Average 2018 private investigator salary: $46,716 

77. Probate Investigator 
If a child's custody hangs in the balance, a probate officer arrives to settle the matter. Skilled in the 
evaluation of the ability of a parent or foster parent to care for a child, a probate officer makes a 
recommendation to the courts. These recommendations often require ensuring a guardian is using 
government funds correctly or adjusting circumstances so a child receives proper medical attention. This 
job requires a deep understanding of custody laws as well as sensitivity to how changes affect the lives 
of young people. 

Probate investigator educational requirements: A probate investigator often holds a Bachelor of Arts or 
Bachelor of Science degree in science, social science, behavioral science, liberal arts, or nursing. 

Average 2018 probate investigator salary: $50,983 

78. Probation Officer 
“An ounce of prevention is worth a pound of cure.” You can apply this familiar saying to the role of a 
probation officer. A probation officer, unlike a parole officer, oversees individuals who receive probation 
instead of incarceration. In lieu of reporting to a probation officer, these individuals avoid prison but are 
still bound to make visits to a probation officer to supervise their activities. 



A probation officer in many ways behaves as a counselor who helps struggling individuals stay on track 
with work or community service or drug addiction rehabilitation. A probation officer needs good 
communication skills. 

Probation officer educational requirements: Typically, probation officers work for the state or, in some 
cases, for the federal government. They usually must have a bachelor's degree in criminal justice, 
sociology, psychology, or a related field. For federal positions or for more advanced positions, a 
candidate might need a master's degree in one of those fields, in social work, or in counseling. 

Average 2018 probation officer salary: $41,060 

79. Probation Officer Supervisor 
While understanding the pitfalls of helping troubled individuals improve their lives, a probation officer 
supervisor spends a great deal of time managing a team of probation officers who may come to her for 
advice or support. In addition, a probation officer supervisor manages case flows and time sheets. She 
also keeps up to speed on the most recent regulations and policy changes. While being an excellent 
communicator is crucial to her job, a probation officer supervisor must also be an excellent 
administrator. 

Probation officer supervisor educational requirements: Employers typically require at least a bachelor's 
degree. 

Average 2018 Probation officer supervisor salary: $55,927 

80. Property Room Technician 
They label and store belongings until the prisoner is released. A property room technician determines if 
certain items are retained or discarded. He may also have the job of preparing items for trial. A property 
room technician should be an honest person with good organizational skills. 

Property room technician educational requirements: A high school education or equivalent suffices. A 
related post-secondary education in the natural sciences or criminal justice fields is desirable as is one to 
three years of property room experience and/or experience working in a laboratory setting. 

Average 2018 property room technician salary: $34,070 

81. Revenue Enforcement Specialist 
This is one person you do not want knocking at your door. A revenue enforcement specialist collects 
delinquent taxes. She helps people with outstanding tax payments figure out a way to make the 
payments. A revenue enforcement specialist need to understand the rules and regulations regarding 
taxes. A good understanding of mathematics combined with sensitivity for people in financial crisis is a 
handy quality. 



Revenue enforcement specialist educational requirements: A revenue enforcement specialist typically 
need a bachelor's or advanced degree in business or finance. Comparable qualifications include degrees 
in accounting, banking, insurance, real estate, economics, taxation, criminal justice, law enforcement, 
criminology, law, legal assistant studies, paralegal studies. At times a paralegal certificate is also 
acceptable. 

Average 2018 revenue enforcement specialist salary: $41,445 

82. Security Coordinator 
They develop, coordinate and evaluate security programs for organizations. Security coordinators make 
sure programs are effective and they determine if additional resources are requires. The position 
requires a deep understanding of security systems. Security coordinators may also be involved with 
organizing efforts with police departments or other agencies in the event of disasters or other events 
which threaten the assets they keep safe. 

Security coordinator educational requirements: A security coordinator should earn an associate degree 
in criminal justice or security. Some employers prefer a bachelor's degree. 

Average 2018 security coordinator salary: $52,160 

83. Secret Service Agent 
Does a life dedicated to protecting the lives of dignitaries sound interesting? Or perhaps you would 
rather work in the area of unraveling a fraud investigation for the government. A secret service agent 
has potential to do both of these jobs as well as a variety of others which involve protection and 
investigation. 

A secret service agent must undergo a personal background check and may need to speak or learn a 
foreign language. In many cases this job exposes a secret service agent to danger as well as to 
circumstances which involve travel. A secret service agent should be prepared to carry a weapon. They 
need to learn the protocols which involve protection of individuals or government properties at the 
highest level. 

Secret service agent educational requirements: A secret service agent typically has a bachelor's degree 
or three years of criminal investigation or police experience. 

Average 2018 secret service agent salary: $125,000 

84. State Trooper 
Protectors of local highways and byways, state troopers have a great responsibility to ensure drivers 
stick to the rules of the road. State troopers may be involved in basic activities such as monitoring 
speeds at roadsides or handling the aftermath of collisions. At times they may pursue dangerous 
criminals who are driving at breakneck speeds. In any case, state troopers must use excellent judgment 



when addressing an individual who has broken the law. Attention to detail and an ability to clearly 
document and write reports is central to this job. 

State trooper educational requirements: Some positions require an associate degree in criminal justice 
or in a relevant field. Some government agencies may prefer a bachelor's degree. 

Average 2018 state trooper salary: $54,380 

85. Substance Abuse Counselor 
Saving lives through compassion and tough love, a substance abuse counselor can help implement a 12-
step program in an alcoholic's life. This position requires the substance abuse counselor to listen and 
discuss ways that a person suffering from a drug or alcohol addiction can make improvements in life and 
behaviors. This role requires patience as well as a solid understanding of human nature. 

Substance abuse counselor educational requirements: Most states require a minimum of a bachelor's 
degree and supervised experience working with individuals who are addicted to drugs and/or alcohol. 

Average 2018 substance abuse counselor salary: $38,243 

86. Transit and Railroad Police Officer 
Dedicated to making sure subways, busses, and public trains are safe, the transit and railroad police 
monitor public transportation systems. Transit and railroad police may receive training in emergency 
preparedness as well as have K-9 partners who ensure passengers are traveling in a safe, drug free 
environment. These individuals must be comfortable working in large groups where accidents and 
disasters are ever present. 

Transit and railroad police officer educational requirements: The educational requirements for 
becoming a police officer vary by state and, in most cases, by city department. The minimal level of 
education often accepted by most police departments is a high school diploma or a G.E.D certification. 
However, many departments around the country require at least a couple of years of college 
coursework, such as an associate degree in criminal justice. 

Average 2018 transit and railroad police officer salary: $52,000 

87. Truancy Case Manager 
Getting some kids to stay in school and make progress towards a successful happy life it tough. A 
truancy case manager is the one who cares enough about young people to monitor them and make 
certain they attend school. A truancy case manager keeps relationships with school staff and check in to 
confirm her assigned students are attending classes. She also maintains good relationships with parents 
and caregivers along with keeping excellent records of all interactions. 

A good understanding of cultural beliefs and habits and excellent computer skills are helpful to a truancy 
case manager. 



Truancy case manager educational requirements: Employers typically prefer a bachelor's degree in 
criminal justice or one of the behavioral sciences (social work, psychology, sociology) from an accredited 
college or university. 

Average 2018 truancy case manager salary $38,972 

88. U.S. Marshal 
According to the U.S. Marshal Service website, this is the “nation's oldest and most versatile federal law 
enforcement.” U.S. marshals work in a number of federally appointed positions. They may work in 
prisons, or U.S. marshals may seek and transport fugitives across state lines. U.S. marshals operate the 
Witness Security Program. U.S. marshals need a deep commitment and a willingness to face dangerous 
circumstances. 

U.S. marshal educational requirements: Most candidates typically need a bachelor's degree in a field 
such as criminal justice, criminology, or law enforcement. 

Average 2018 U.S. marshal salary: $75,000 

89. U.S. Postal Inspector 
When a criminal breaks a law involving the postal service, a U.S. postal inspector evaluates and 
investigates the situation. For instance, if an individual sends illegal substances through the mail, this 
become the business of a postal inspector. U.S. postal inspectors can serve a warrant when appropriate; 
however, they may not open any mail unless they has a search warrant, even if things look very 
suspicious. This position requires a good analytical mind and a sincere interest in protecting innocent 
people who handle and deliver the mail. 

U.S. postal inspector educational requirements: A bachelor's degree may suffice for obtaining 
employment as a U.S. postal inspector. 

Average 2018 U.S. postal inspector salary: $61,503 

90. Youth Correctional Counselor 
Setting misguided kids back on track is the tough but rewarding task of a youth correctional counselor. 
This work involves more than simply listening and sharing stories with young people who find 
themselves in juvenile hall and sentenced. A youth correctional counselor is the go-between for school 
officials, parents, and law enforcement. This job requires being comfortable handling numerous cases 
and dealing with a great deal of paperwork. 

At times, being a youth correctional counselor can be emotionally draining as topics of drug and sexual 
abuse arise. 

Youth correctional counselor educational requirements: Candidates typically need a relevant bachelor's 
degree in criminal justice, social work, or counseling. Entry-level ICE agents must possess a bachelor's 



degree. A master's degree or evidence of at least one year of graduate study is also required. However, 
U.S. veterans and those with significant experience in law enforcement or the military may have the 
educational requirement waived. 

2018 youth correctional counselor salary: $41,930 

 


