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Literary Elements Notes/Cheat Sheet~!

Genre Types
e Autobiography - a story written by a person about himself/herself
e Biography - a story written about someone
e Fable- a story that teaches a lesson or moral
o Fiction - writing that is not true
o Historical Fiction - a fictional story set during true events
o Mystery - fiction with a puzzle and clues that lead to a solution
o Novel - along work of fiction
o Science Fiction - fiction in which the author imagines “what if” could happen with science-related
or futuristic elements.
o Short Story - a brief work of fiction
e Folktale - a story that was originally told orally, rather than written.
e Non-Fiction - writing that is true
e Myth - a story that attempts to explain why or how something came to be.
e Poetry - literary expression that emphasizes poetic devices and is structured by lines rather than the

sentences
Plot Elements:

o SUMMARY = character + setting + conflict + resolution + -
theme/change A

e Plot - the storyline; the beginning, middle, and end / \

e Setting- where and when the story takes place ;/ .

o Exposition - the beginning of the story that gives setting, BiSiTEEAGHOD / \Fam"g fition
creates tone, and presents characters /

e Rising Action - a series of events {complications) that / \
builds the story and takes place before the climax Exposition / Resolution

e Climax-the high points of the story, when the character

comes face to face with the conflict
e Falling Action - the events that happen right after the climax

e Resolution/Denouement - the end of the action and conclusion of the story

Conflict:
e Conflict - tenson/struggle/fighting within a story
o Internal Conflict - emotional or mental conflict
m Person vsthemselves - an internal conflict testing the inner strength, temptation, ect.
{when someone is their own worst enemy)
o External Conflict - something the character is dealing with in real life
®m Person vs. Person - conflict that pits one person against another - either physically or
mentally/psychological
m Personvs. Society - the values and customs that people follow that the character does not
believe in.
m Personvs. Nature - a run-in with forces of nature {blizzard/hurricane/etc)




Point-of-View: who is telling the story
e First Person Point-of-View - the narrator is a character in the story who can reveal only personal thoughts
and feelings or what they learn directly from others. {I, me, us)
e Second Person Point-of-View - uses the pronoun “you” to address the reader. This narrative voice implies
that the reader is either the protagonist or a character in the story and the events are happening to them.
e Third Person
¢ Third Person Objective Point-of-View - the narrator is an outsider who can report only on what
they see or hear. They can tell us what is happening, but now what others are thinking
o Third Person Limited Point-of-View - the narrator is an outsider who sees into the mind of ONE of

the characters

o Third Person Omniscient Point-of-View - the narrator is an all knowing outsider who can enter the

minds of more than one of the characters

Character/Characterization
e Character - a person or animal who takes part in the action of a literary work

o Round character - shows many traits, thoughts, virtues
o Flat character - shows only one trait throughout story
o Static character - doesn’t change throughout story; clings to old ways
e Characterization - the act of building a character
o Direct characterization - the characterization is directly stated in the text. Ex: “She was mean.”
o Indirect characterization - the characterization is implied based on their thoughts and actions
e Protagonist - the main character; usually shows growth or change
o~ Antagonist - the character or force that opposes the protagonist : =

Literary Devices:
e Foreshadowing - the use of hints or clues to suggest what will happen later in the story
e Flashback - when the events of the story go back in time - usually to provide backstory to current events
or explain a character's reaction/actions
e Irony - the contrast between what is expected or what appears to be and what actually is
e Idiom - a statement that doesn't actually mean what it says (it's raining cats and dogs)
e Symbolism - when something stands for something else {flag=freedom)
e Style - the elements of writing that a writer distinct from another; word choice, sentence structure.
e Mood - the feeling the reader gets when they read a literary work
e Tone-the author's attitude towards a subject
e Theme - the underlying message the author wants the reader to learn and apply to their own life.
e Imagery - when a writer paints a picture with words

e Figurative Language -writing that creates a picture in your head
o Simile - comparison using like or as

o Hyperbole - extreme exaggeration
o Alliteration - repetition of sound

o Allusion - reference something or someone famous

o Metaphor - comparison not using like or as

o Personification - giving human traits to a nonhuman object
o Onomatopoeia - sound word

o Oxymoron - 2 words that contradict




ACCOUNTABLE TALK

FOR CLASS DISCUSSIONS

Agreement:

1. Tagree with

Disag[ggmgnlz

1. I disagree with

because... because...
2.1likewhat —__________ said | 2.1'm not sure I agree with what
because... | ___________ said because...
1. Repeat that, please. L. I believe ...
2. Explain thaf more... 2. [ think...
3. What is your evidence? 3.1 found further evidence of
what you said...

1. I don’t understand...
2.1’'m confused about...

3.1'm not clear on...

1. Twas thinking about what
said, and [ 'm

wondering if...

2. This makes me think...




COMMENTARY STARTERS

-for use with essays, paragraphs, and journals...

Analysis
e Thisreveals..
e This shows...
e This demonstrates...
e Thismeans..or The words ___x__in the passage mean...
e Thisillustrates/highlights/exemplifies...
e One can see from this...
e Thisisinteresting/fascinating/disturbing because...
e [tisimportantto notice that....
Author
e The author reveals/shows/presents/emphasizes/suggests...
e The author wants the reader to understand...
e Theauthor'suseof ____x__ isrevealing because...
e The author'spurposeof___ x_ isachieved in this quote when..
e The author includes this in the story to show...
e The author’s point/idea is...
e The essence of the author’s argument is...
Language
e The repetition of __x__(words, symbols, images) shows...
e The language of the passage reveals... (these words ___ )
e The_ x_ symbolizes..
e We are meant to understand that...
o The point of this conversation is...
e This passage/quote is effective because
e Thiseventin the novel shows/proves/explains...
e Because of this...

o This quote/passage adds to the reader’s appreciation of the story/poem
because...



Character/Conflict
e The character makes this decision/says this quote because...
e Because of this event, the character must __x_ , and he/she says...
o Atthis pointin the story, the character isrealizing...
e VWhen the character makes this choice we see that...
e In making this choice the story changes in this way...

e The character hasachoice between _x_ _and__ y_;the choice he/she
makes reveals...

e The character’s choice has the following consequences...
Conclusion
e The author has used the character __w__ toshowthat_x_is _y_ .
e Asareader, we are meant to understand....
o Atthe end of the story, the character has come to realize/understand....

e When we come to the last paragraph of the story, the reader is meant to
that _ x’s_ decisionto__ y__wasbasedupon ___z_.Thisis important
because...

e The author wants the reader to understand...

e Although the character began the story believing __ x__, by the end he/ she
has come to believe __y__

e Ittook__z_ tobringaboutthis change of thought, but ultimately...

o Although the character initially felt __x_ , the events of the story caused
him/her to have a change of heart/mind/attitude. Now, the character is
__y__and this would not have been possible without _z__
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Marker Verbs for Essays of Literary Analysis

*COMMUNICATES *REVEALS *REINFORCES *SYMBOLIZES
Acquaints Acknowledges Adds to Connotes
Advertises Bares Backs up Denotes
Announces Clarifies Bolsters Designates
Appeals Demonstrates Buttresses Emblemizes
Betrays Discloses Carries Embodies
Breaks Displays Confirms Epitomizes
Carries Elucidates Defends Equates
Concludes Exemplifies Emphasizes Exemplifies
Connects Exhibits Enlarges IHustrates
Corresponds Exposes Fortifies Likens
Declares Ilustrates Increases Links
Discloses Manifests Props Mirrors
Divulges Opens Proves Personifies
Enlightens Sheds light on Stresses Represents
Evokes Shows Substantiates Shows
Hints Unveils Supplements
Imparts Supports *COMMENTS
Implies *ENHANCES Sustains Affirms
Informs Adorns Underlines Asserts
Introduces Aggrandizes Underscores Clarifies
Makes known Amplifies Validates Construes
Offers Augments Verifies Criticizes
Proclaims Builds up Discloses
Provides Complements *USES Elucidates
Relates Elevates Utilizes Explains
Reports Exaggerates Employs Expounds
Reveals Fleshes out Makes use of Interjects
Signifies Heightens Exercises Mentions
States Increases Applies Notes
Suggests Intensifies Notices
Transfers Lifts *CONVEYS Observes
Transmits Magnifies Communicates Points out
Unfolds Raises Discloses Reflects

Reinforces Expresses Remarks
*DESCRIBES Strengthens Imparts Touches on
Depicts Projects
Explains *EXAMINES Relates *CLATMS
Expresses Analyzes Reveals Argues
Ilustrates Compares Tells Asserts
Portrays Contrasts Sends Concedes

Dissects Contends
*COMPRISES Explores Establishes
Amounts to Investigates Maintains
Composes Questions Makes a case
Contains Probes Qualifies
Embodics Rebuts
Encompasses *DEVELOPS Reasons
Holds Broadens States
Includes Enlarges
Incorporates Expands

Explains

Note: Bolded words arc most commonly uscd.

Copyright © 2013 National Math + Science Initiative, Inc., Dallas, TX. All rights reserved. Visit us online at www.nms.org.
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Transition Toolbox

To be eliective. your writing must be clear and casy to follow. It is thercfore helpful to provide connections
between ideas so the reader can easily see the progression of your thoughts. These conncections serve as
“direction signals™ to guide the reader through your analysis. argument. or description. Transitions are
words and phrases that are used to link ideas from one clause. sentence. or paragraph to the next and to
show how those ideas are related. Using appropriate transitions makes a writer’s ideas more cohesive

and coherent.

Repetition
Repetition of key words can link ideas clearly:
Exercise is one of the keys to losing weight. but exercise alone is not enough. Unless we change our

cating habits, we may see few results from a new exercise regimen

Pronouns
Some transitions of thought can be created by using pronouns to replace nouns rather than repeating those
nouns:
Steve wanted very niuch to become a writer; so he read everything he could find about the lives of
his favorite authors. He also tried to imitate the styles of the writers he most admired.
Instead of:
Steve wanted very much to become a writer, so Stevewead everything Steve could find about the lives

Synonyvms
Synonyms can be used to link ideas when repetition of the same word becomes boring or when you want to
expand the original idea.

American cities today are facing difficulties as many people move from urban areas into surrounding

suburbs and even beyond. Some major metropolitan centers are seeing increasing numbers of

dilupidated buildings and decreasing revenues, and nuncipal budgets are stretched thin as city

leaders try to deal with the challenges.

Instead of:
American cities loday are facing difficulties as mamyv people move from cities into surrounding

suburbs and even beyond. Some major cities are seeing increasing numbers of dilapidated buildings
and decreasing revenues, and city budgets are streiched thin as cin leaders (rv 1o deal with the

challenges.

Transitional Words and Phrases
Words and phrases that serve as transitions between ideas can be divided into categorics, cach with a specific
purposc. Writers should use the correct transitional word or phrasc 1o avoid creating confusion or an itlogical

transition. Some examples are provided in the following chart.

Coooraht 02212 Matio-al Mars - Soence imniatiee Dallas Taaae i cor s Ls onhng 31w YMs orG



Purpose Transitional Word and Phrase

Transitional Toolbox

Addition additionatly Besides moreover
also both/and not only/but also
and equally important similarly
another in addition to
Cause/Effect as a result consequently therefore
Because for that reason thus
since
Compare/Contrast after all however on the contrary
also in addition otherwise
and in spite of rather
another likewise similarly
but nevertheless too
conversely notwithstanding yet
Concession even though in spite of though
granted it is true that while it may be
granted that of course
Developmental Order another despite however
besides furthermore nonetheless
Emphasis / Intensification | above all generally surely
by all means in addition to repeat
certainly in fact truly
definitely indeed undoubtedly
furthermore naturally Without doubt
Example/lllustration for example in other words this can be seen

for instance in particular to demonstrate
for one thing specifically to illustrate
Place above beyond there
behind here to
below nearby wherever
beside opposite within sight
surrounding
Purpose for this purpose in order that so that
Qualification almost maybe never
always nearly perhaps
frequently probably
Summary accordingly in conclusion it seems
as a result in other words on the whole
finally in short therefore
in summary
Time after finally ordinarily
afterwards first / second previously
always Immediately simultaneously
as soon as in the meantime sometimes
at first last soon
at last meanwhile subsequently
before never then
concurrently next when
eventually once while
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MILA Signal Phrases for Quotes/Paraphrases| &

Citing Sources: MILA uses an author—location (page #. paragraph #) system of citation.

You can cite in 2 wavs:
With a signal phrase: Stevens claims modern poetry “has to find what will sutfice™ (132).
In a parenthetical: Modern poetry ~has to find what will sufficc™ (Stevens 132).

Basic Signal Phrasc: Author’'s name + verb (present/present perfect)

Elizabeth Warren claims “... "

" '

LJclaims Elizabeth Warren.

or Elizabeth Warren has claimed “...”

The first time you introduce an author, include their first and last name.
Every time after you can include just their last name.

Optional information you can add to a signal phrase the first time you mention an author:
Title of the work:
Elizabeth Warren, in her article “What's Hurting the Middle Class?”, claims “.."

Author’s credentials: helps establish author’s credibility /provides useful background.
Elizabeth Warren, an advocate for tax reform, claims “..."
Elizabeth Warren, a former Harvard Law professor and US Senator, claims “...”

Signal Phrases: Verbs to give context
Select verbs that will give readers more context for a quote or paraphrase

Verbs to introduce a fact/statement: Verbs to introduce views the author

states, writes, mentions, adds, points out, disagrees with:

notes, comments, finds, observes, refutes, denies, contradicts, critiques, rejects,
discusses, expresses, considers, explores, calls into question, disputes, challenges,
illustrates i negates o -
Verbs to introduce a claim: Verbs to introduce views the author

claims, argues, posits, reasons, asserts, agrees with:

proposes endorses, confirms, agrees, supports, echoes,

_ - B affirms -

Verbs to introduce what the author Verbs to introduce the author’s qualified
focuses on or excludes: agreement:

emphasizes, stresses, highlights, focuses on, | acknowledges, admits, grants, concedes
centers their argument around,
overlooks, ignores, downplays, omits,
excludes |

Phrases to place the author’s work in the larger academic conversation:

---is credited with ... A recent article by --- contrasts/compared ...
--- conceived the idea that ... --- promotes the idea that ...
--- clearly elucidated ... --- has written extensively about ...

AUSB Writing Center 5/18/17



MILA Signal Phrases for Quotes/Paraphrases

Use longer phrases to signal your view of a quote/paraphrase:

Phrases to show that vou agree with an author's claims:

a useful/timely/thorough/important ...
an effective counterargument/interpretation ...
ample evidence of ....

Warren offers

The article presents

Warren's mterpretation
analysis
argument

is incisive/cogent/persuasive/effective because ...
is relevant to/has significant practical applications for ...
effectively proves/integrates/challenges/explains ...

Phrases to show that you disagree with an author’s claims:

acknowledge/address/considér .
distinguish between ...
provide evidence for ...

is problematic because/assumes that ...

does not/fails to ...

overlooks the deeper problem ...

rests upon the questionable claim/assumption ...

Warren ignores/overlooks ...
oversimplifies/downplays ...
incorrectly assumes ...

Warren fails to

The study makes no attempt to

The article i -

Warren's interpretation
analysis
argument

Phrases for Concessions & Rebuttals:

Concession
Admit that the other side has
some metrit.

Refutation Phrases
Point out the flaws in the other side, and return to your
claim.

Itis true that ..
Certainly...
Admittedly...

Of course...
Obviously...

It may seem that ...
Although X is right that
X is right to arguc that .

AUSB Writing Center 5/18/17

But more careful analysis shows that...

However, ... therefore, ...

On the other hand, ... so...

Nevertheless, ... as a result...

However, it is less certain that ... Therefore, ...
Nonetheless, ... Thus, ...

However, the conclusion that ... is questionable because...
But it does not necessary follow that. In fact, ...




You can think of it somewhat like a mathematical formula.

Transitions for Citing Text Evidence

Transitional phrase + indicator + (marker) verb + quote citation

TRANSITION INDICATOR (MARKER) VERB | QUOTE CITATION

For example... the author writes, st (AUTHOR, PG)
For instance... Hawthorne states, . (PG)*

To illustrate... the author argues... e

Moreover, Experts say... i

*If you indicate the author's name in the sentence, you only need the page number in the citatio.
These are interchangeable. You can use any transition with any indicator with any verb.

For example, the author states, “...
The author clearly states that, “...
For example, readers learn that, ...
According to the text, “...

For example, research shows, “...
(so and so) claims, “...

One important fact to note is, “...
Researchers learn that, “...

Research indicates that, ...
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Characters and Characterization

Student Resource

Characterization is the act of creating or developing a character. No work of fiction can be effective

unless the author creates believable and sympathetic characters to people it. Through them, the fictional
‘conflict arises and is resolved, the theme revealed, and the reader entertained and enlightened.

Types of Characterization
Direct Characterization: The author directly states the character’s traits.

Indirect Characterization: The author reveals the traits of a character through various methods, leaving
it up to the reader to draw conclusions about the character based on this indirect information. Authors may
indirectly characterize through any of the following methods:

o what the character says (dialoguc)
e what the character does (actions)
e what the character thinks (interior monologuc)

o what other characters say about him/her

Character Terms
Protagonist: the central character of a drama, novcl, short story, or narrative pocm
Antagonist: the adversary of the protagonist
Foil: a character designed to highlight qualities of another character

Epiphany: a sudden revelation in which a character proceeds from ignorance and innocence to knowledge
and awareness

Round Character: a three-dimensional character
Flat Character: a character with a single important trait

Dynamic Character: a character who changes in response to the experience through which he or she
passes

Static Character: a character who changes little over the course of a narrative

Archetypal Character (or Archetype): a character who embodies a certain kind of universal human
experience; a type seen in myths, fairy tales. and in other forms of literature in every time and place
Examples:
Mentor: a wise teacher who provides guidance
Damsel in distress: a young, beautiful woman in need of saving

Copyrigkt ¢ 2013 National Math + Science I tiglive [allas Texas Allrigntsieserved Visit us online at www nms org 15
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INITIATIVE : T _ - English

Character and Style Analysis Words List

Student Resource

Understanding and successfully conveying to the reader how authors characterize people in their works

is crucial to success in analytical essays. Many standardized tests deal with characterization and style
analysis. The following lists have been compiled to help students select the most precise word to describe
a character’s personal qualities or an author’s style. Words have been checked using lists from EDL
(Educational Developmental Laboratories) to ensure reading levels and reader accessibility for middle
grades through high school English classes. The lists include both positive and negative descriptors.

Character Traits

Physical Qualities

manly, sturdy, strong, muscular, brawny, handsome, beautiful, pretty, lovely, good-looking, charming, well-
groomed, dainty, delicate, graceful, elegant, attractive, ravishing, neat, skillful, agile, nimble, active, lively,
spirited, vivacious, glamorous, bewitching, enchanting, classy, weak, feeble, sluggish, frail, decrepit, thin,
emaciated, portly, sloppy, obese, unkempt, sickly, frail, unclean, ugly, hideous, homely, awkward, clumsy,
bizarre, grotesque, repulsive, loathsome, horrible

Mental Qualities

educated, scholarly, learned, wise, intelligent, talented, intellectual, gifted, rational. reasonable, sensible,
prudent, shrewd, observant, clever, ingenious, inventive, subtle, cunning, crafty, sharp, logical, resourceful,
calculating, intuitive, knowledgeable, unintelligent, nonintellectual, unschooled, ignorant, 1lliterate,
irrational, foolish, crass, prejudiced, narrow-minded. simple, shallow. dull, idiotic. deranged. demented,
senile

Moral Qualities

innocent, righteous, upright, pure, forgiving, temperate, truthful, honorable, decent, trustworthy,
straightforward, respectable, wicked, mean. corrupt, infamous. notorious, immoral. unprincipled, vulgar,
deceitful, dishonest. dishonorable, foul, lewd, lustful, cruel

religious, reverent, pious. devout, faithful, holy. saintly, angelic. godlike. spiritual. devoted. skeptical,
agnostic, atheistic, irreligious. impious, irreverent, sacrilegious, materialistic. godless. fiend-like. spiteful.
fanatical, wicked

Social Qualities

civil. tactful. courteous. polite, cooperative, genial. hospitable, gracious. amiable. cordial. sociable.
flirtatious, good-natured, cheerful, jovial, jolly, suave, debonair. elegant. quiet. unsociable. anti-social,
antagonistic, abusive, aggressive, discourteous. impudent, impolite, insolent, ill-mannered, jealous.
unrefined. ungracious. annoying. sycophantic, pompous, sullen. sulky. grumpy. crabby, belligerent. critical.
cynical, caustic, sleazy, classless, condescending, crude

Conyght & 20 3 Nat anal Math + Serence Imbative Dallas Texas All nghtsesenved o/ ctoarnhre & wvewrms 00g 1



English—Character and Style Analysis Words List

General Personal Qualities

distinguished, noble, admirable, influential, impressive, genteel, refined, aristocratic, cultured, generous,
charitable, altruistic, philanthropic, humane, merciful, gentle, kindly, patient, sympathetic, compassionate,
ambitious, conscientious, punctual, enthusiastic, determined, confident, courageous, solemn, serious,
cautious, eloquent, persuasive, witty. reserved, meek, humble, modest, natural, shy, sensitive, thrifty,
appreciative, consistent, kind, defiant, judgmental, nonchalant, indifterent, moody, melancholic, petty,
stingy, domineering, ruthless, incompetent, unreliable, unstable, cowardly, headstrong, impulsive, apathetic,
insensitive, extravagant, insincere, hypocritical, overconfident, arrogant, proud, stubborn, rebellious,
envious, traitorous, odd, obnoxious, malicious, spiteful

Style Analysis

Author Descriptors

cultured, intellectual, sensible, rational, analytical, imaginative, perceptive, optimistic, idealistic, religious,
sympathetic, sophisticated, sentimental, original, clever, witty, humorous, unprejudiced, realistic, romantic,
uncultured, nonintellectual, shallow, opinionated, intolerant, pessimistic, cynical

Diction and Author’s Style Descriptors
exact, precise, concise, clinical, ironic, metaphorical, poetic, plain, simple, forceful, natural, formal, smooth,

polished, classical, literal, figurative, colloquial, extravagant, euphemistic, pompous, vague, harsh, coarse,
awkward, unpolished, crude, vulgar, obscure, grotesque

Syntax and Sentence Descriptors
loose, periodic, balanced, parallel, antithetical, inverted, long, short, euphonic, rhythmical, ornate, mimetic

(imitative), journalistic, disjointed, incoherent, rambling, awkward, jerky, cacophonic, monotonously similar,
jumbled, disorganized
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Tone and Mood
Teacher Resource

Though some literary authorities consider tone and mood to be synonymous terms, others find it useful to

distinguish between the two concepts. College Board publications for Pre-AP* teachers. including The AP*

Vertical Teams Guide for English, as well as NMSI English resources use this distinction to differentiate the

two 1deas:

Tone: The writer’s or speaker’s/narrator’s attitude toward the subject, the audience, or a character

Mood: The feellngc eated

n the reader; the atmosphere of a picce

Teachers who are introducing these ideas to students often emphasize

Both of these concepts have to do with emotion, and the words used to describe each are the same or similar.

Tone—author Mood—reader

For example, a story might contain a frightening tone, creating a [rightening mood. IFor this reason, more

advanced readers and writers, including those in Advanced Placement classes, often make little distinction

between the two ideas and use the terms interchangeably.

On the following page is a list of words commonly used to describe tone. This list can be duplicated as a

student handout.

Activities to Help Students Learn Tone (and Mood) Words

Create banks of words that describe tone for students to use and add to throughout the year, either

through individual student notebooks or with a Word Wall for all (o sce.

Use visuals and pieces of music, both instrumental and lyrical. to asscss tone.

Give students a list of tonc words, and. as a group activity. have them group the words into synonyms.

Then instruct them to place the words in order ol degree ol fecling. (See the NMSI Close Reading
Foundation Lesson “Best Word for the Job™ as a model.)

After completing the activity directly above, instruct students to find photographs in magazines (o
match each of the words in a short “degree™ list. For example. from a list of five “happy™ words,
ranging [rom “pleased”™ to “eestatic.” find a photo ol a person feeling cach of those emotions.
When reading a poem or narrative. instruct students to find examples ol several tones taken by the
narrator at different points in the picce. (Note that this activity can lead to a discussion ol a shift in
attitude.)

Instruct students to write a letter. Provide the situation (for example. responding to an invitation to
participate in a summer writing camp). Give cach student or group a tone 1o take in the letter. Have
students read their letters aloud while others determine the tone,

Employ picture books in a discussion ol tone.

“ddvanced Placement and AP are regisiered trademarks of the College Entrance Exanination Board. The College Board

was not involved in the production of this product



English—Tone and _Mood

A SAMPLING OF TONE WORDS

Positive Neutral Negative
admiring authoritative angry
amazed clinical argumentative
amused confident arrogant
awed detached biased
benevolent dramatic biting
benign factual blasphemous
candid formal childish
cheerful impartial condescending
comforting ironic confused
compassionate matter-of-fact disdainful
complimentary neutral disrespectful
concerned nostalgic fearful
delighted objective frivolous
ecstatic outspoken grim

excited restrained indignant
forgiving sentimental irreverent
giddy solemn melancholy
happy straightforward moralistic
humorous surprised mournful
impressed outraged
lighthearted patronizing
optimistic pessimistic
peaceful sad

playful sarcastic
respectful scorntul
sincere self-pitying
sympathetic somber
sweet threatening
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Abstract Words for Thematic |deas: High School

Student Resource

Usc the following thematic idcas to create a thematic statement that reveals universal meaning
As you develop your thematic statement, consider these questions:

e What docs the text say about 2
e Whatis the life lesson being taught about B )
e What arc the author’s ideas about - Y

As you rcad and discuss various texts. add other thematic ideas in the third column

Extended and Corresponding [deas

alicnation . loneliness

appearance vs. reality . beauty (inncr/outer)

betrayal - disloyalty

coming ol age innocencesloss of

courage . cowardice

dreams illusion

cducation learning

escape (physical/psychological)

evil good (battle between them)

late free will

forgiveness | repentance

[reedom individuality (and loss of)

grief despair

honor heroism

honesty deception .
identity (search for) }
journey (psychological/physical)

justice cquality

love obsession

lovalty duty

U man’s relationship with i
perseverance hardship |
powcer corrupuon

prejudice stereotypes

pride hubris

rebelhion conformity

relationships family

rehigion faith

ey L‘nuc retribution

il B tadition

soctal status
SHCCCSS
temptation
thne
violence

Wolnen

class structures
larlure

sin

life stagesicyeles
Wl

fcmmism
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Abstract Words for Thematic |deas: Middle Grades

Student Resource

Use the following thematic ideas to create a thematic statement that reveals universal meaning,
As you devclop your thematic statement, consider these questions:

'« What docs the text say about o __
o  Whatis the life fesson being taught about 2
L e  What are the author’s ideas about 0

- As you rcad and discuss various texts, add other thematic ideas in the second column

T B R

alienation
betrayal
coming of age
competition
courage
cruelty
death

duty

escape

evil

family

fate

fear
forgiveness
freedom
grief

guilt
happiness
hardship
heroism
lionesty
identity
individuality
journcy
loneliness

love
lovalty
patrrotism
prejudice
pride
rebellion
religion
revenge
temptaton
trust

Wdr
wisdom
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How to write a Thesis Statement

A thesis statement is a sentence that tells the focus of your essay and tells your
audience what the essay is going to be about. It also helps you organize your essay.
The thesis statement is usually the last sentence in the introductory paragraph.

How do | write a thesis statement??

Use the thesis formula.....

State your claim (your position/belief) + reason (evidence) = Thesis Statement

So, how do | write the thesis statement from the prompt? Four Steps!!

Use the write statement from your essay prompt and make it a question then answer it
with your claim.

EX. Write Statement: Write an essay explaining why students should learn a foreign
language.

1) Why should students study a foreign language?
2) Your claim — Students should study a foreign language.

3) Your reasons — It strengthens your memory and enlarges vocabulary.

State your claim (your position/belief) + reason (evidence). = Thesis Statement

4) Students should study a foreign language because it strengthens your
memory and enlarges your vocabulary. = Thesis Statement

For more information: https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=6n0f_bR5aoc



A Glossary of Good Beginnings

1. Interesting description. Ashes filled the air when [ was around the camp
fire. Crackle, crackle it went,

2. Sound. Boom! The trunk slammed. Bang! The car doors slammed as we got
out of the van,

3. The past in the present. Itis April 10, 1912. The Titanic is going to travel
all the way from England to America.

4. Exclamation. Yeah! We're going to Disneyland tomorrow! Yeah!” I yelled
about as loud as I could.

5. A thought. I'm in big trouble now, I thought to myself.
6. A complaint. It seems like we never go swimming at Fife pool!
7. A surprise. Wow! [ was doing my back hand-spring and T landed it!

8. A question. Have you ever been an Editor-in-Chief? Well I'll tell you, it's a big
job!

9. Sound, repetition, and simile. Screech, screech, screech! The first time
we tried to play the recorders it sounded like a lion running his claws down a
chalkboard.

10. Exclamation, repetition, strong feelings. Chores! Chores! Chores!
Chores are boring! Scrubbing toilets, cleaning sinks, and washing bathtubs take
up a lot of my time and are not fun at all.

11. Extremely strong feelings. The very first time [ saw asparagus I hated
it. Thad never even tried it before and I still hated it!

12. A series of questions. Touch of the flu? Egg in her hair? Poor Ramona!

13. Scary, exciting, or intense moment. .. I tried to run, but I couldn't.
The monster seemed like it was growing by the minute! And then, the most
horrible thing was about to happen -— I screamed and sat bolt upright in bed. T
gasped swallowing huge amounts of air.

14. Main idea. [ will always love my grandparents’ beach house. The way the
waves role over the gooey sand and the way the sand weaves in between your toes.
The way we pick up barnacle-covered rocks and watch the sand crabs scurry away.
The way we dig for clams and end up knee deep in the never ending sand.

15. Something interesting to come. It all started on an average day. [
didn’t think anything unusual was going to happen, but boy was I wrong!

16. Conversation. “We're moving,” That's what she told me. I couldn’t believe
it! T had just made the basketball team and was making more friends. “What!" 1
exclaimed.

17. Reveal something unusual. “Company halt!” yelled the drill master. My
mom stopped and went into position. Her dog tags clinked as she moved.

18. An unsettling description. A flash of lightning illuminates the harsh
emptiness of the night. In an orphanage children cry mournfully. They are
starving,

19. Unusual image of a character. Simon Wilken was snacking down on a
plum with great gusto.

20. Anecdote. On a dark December night in 1776, as he led a barefoot brigade
of ragged revolutionaries across the icy Delaware River, George Washington said,
“Shift your fat behind, Harry. But slowly or you'll swamp the darn boat.”

21, Describe the setting. The deafening crowd was packed into the
Kingdome on the sold-out Buhner Buzz-Cut Night. Hundreds of people were
outfitted in brand new buzz-cuts and were enjoying the Mariner game.

22. Address the audience. You walk into the dentist’s office. You sit down.
You try to read a magazine. But it's no use. You're scared and there’s nothing you
can do about it.

23. “Show" feelings. I sat in my desk, sweat dripping down my face. I shut
my eyes tight, then opened them. T looked at my watch, 11:27. Three minutes!
Three minutes until I heard a sound, a sound that would set me free for three
months of total nothingness.

24. Comic story. “Oh my God!" [ exclaimed, “What’s John doing out there?
Why is he on his hands and knees, Mom?" I looked out the big kitchen window
wondering if my eight-year old brother was all right. He was looking distressed.
Then he threw up.

25. Challenge the reader. Colin Greer, the President of the New World
Foundation, a civil rights organization in New York, has something to say about
your character.

26. Focus on something important. In my old, battered, black wallet I
carry many things. A letter from a friend. My lunch ticket, My social security card.
Many other tidbits and itens as well. Thete is one thing however, which I prize
above all my possessions. It is a photograply.

27. A list. The sweat on your brow. A layer of dust on your face. Qut in the
woods. Somewhere. And on a horse. Of all the places in the world, I feel best on a
horse.

28. A scenario. Right now I want you to pretend you are in a store. As you walk
around, you see that some products are much more inexpensive, Now, look al the
labels on these cheaper items. You will probably notice that many of these labels
say, “Made in China,” or “Made in Honduras.” Have you ever stopped to wonder
why products made in these countries are so much more affordable than the
things manufactured right here on American soil?

29. Fantasy or fairy tale-type language. In yesteryear, when Moby Dick
was just a tadpole, and the seas rolled and thundered over the jetties and onto the
shore, T searched for my first sand dollar still hidden somewhere in the ever
stretching Long Beach Peninsula.

30. Simple action to complex realization. I walk up the hill with my
friends, then turn into our cul-de-sac, go to the front door, put the key in the lock,
turn, and step in. The house breathes a kind of spooky hello as I set my books
down and go to the kitchen where the inevitable note is waiting: “Have a snack. Be
home soon. I love you.”

31. Startling statement. A great crime was committed against a people in
1942. This was the signing of Executive Order 9066 by President Franklin D.
Roosevelt, which called for the eviction and internment of all Japanese Americans.

32. Thesis. Education is a key element in developing the skills necessary for a
successful life. Too often, students are more involved earning a paycheck than
spending time on their academic studies. Students need to realize that their high
school classes will prepare them for a brighter future.

33. Something outlandish. I am a dynamic figure, often seen scaling walls
and crushing ice. I have been known to remodel train stations on my lunch
breaks, making them more efficient in the area of heat retention. I write award-
winning operas. I manage time efficiently. Occasionally, I tread water for three
days in a row.

34. Fast action. [ raced inside, slamming the front door behind me. I plopped
my backpack on the floor and dashed for the kitchen. Our cat, asleep in the
hallway, quickly awoke and scurried out of harms way. I knew I only had a few
precious seconds before my brother, coming in through the back door, beat me to
the kitchen and nabbed the last of mom’s brownics.

35. A saying. [t was Ralph Waldo Emerson who suid that "A foolish consistency
is the hobgoblin of simple minds.” He said it almost 200 years ago, but perhaps it
bears repeating today to our senators and congressman who act as though our
country can continue to spend money it does not have,
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A Glossary of Happy Endings

1. Advice. (A) If you cannot swallow and your throat is puffy, then you have
strep. You should get lots of rest. And get a shot because the shot will make you bet-
ter faster than the medicine. (B) If you're thinking about going skydiving, take
my advice: stop thinking,

2. Big feeling. (A) Oh Yeah! Here is some thing really funny. My hair still
smells like smoke. I love campfires. (B) Finally the parade was done. We put the
blanket in the trunk. Boom! It slammed again and we drove away as [ thought
how much fun Thad. (C) When it’s time to go, none of us wants to leave. As I say
my good-byes, I think of all the fun we had, and what fun we will have next time.

3. Remember. (A) Remember, even though the Mariners are losing doesn't
mean they're a bad team. (B) So always remember to keep an extra key some-
where. You never know when you might need it.

4. Do. (A) There were 300 families with no homes because of the fire. They
couldn’t put out the fire because they had no sprinklers. T am mad because fires
can kill people. Next time buy some sprinklers. (B) Down with the dolls! Get rid of
every store that carries them! Let the revolution for a Barbie-free America begin!
(C) If you care about the lives of your children and the quality of your communi-
ty, then vote for tomorrow’s school levy. It's the best way to guarantee a bright fu-
ture for everyone. (D) Make a commitment to getting in shape today. Turn off the
television, put down whatever it is you're reading (unless it's this essay, of course),
start living a healthy life today. You'll be glad you did.

5. Future. (A) Lastyear was definitely the hardest, craziest year of my life. And
I loved it! Things are going great. [ never knew the incredible feeling of accom-
plishing things that in the past seemed impossible—not only with school, but
with my entire life. Every day is another chance to do something great. And now [
have the confidence and motivation to conquer anything that is put forth in front
of me. I feel I owe this to many things and to many people, but most of all I owe it
to myself. Now I think about the consequences of everything I do and say. And this
helps me make better decisions, decisions that help me build a better future. The
future! For the first time I'm looking forward to it. (B) Everybody's always talking
about adults being good role models for kids, but maybe we should be models for
them. Maybe we could teach them a few things about how to have a good time
and enjoy life. It's worth a try. I'd hate to think that the way growing up seems to
me now is the way it’s going to be when I get there.

6. Lesson. (A) Ilearned that I shouldn't lie because it gets me into worse trou-
ble. In the future I'm not going to lie. If I have a problem, I'm going to tell some-
one about it, and ask for help. (B) From the wars in Korea and Vietnam, our
country learned painful but valuable lessons that will guide our foreign policy well
into the next century and beyond.

7. Recommendation. (A) I recommend this book for readers who like adven-
tures and interesting stories. (B) Even after all the bad things that happened, it
was still a fun trip. If you go there, I can’t guarantee you won't have all the prob-
lems we did. But I can recommend this vacation to any family who wants a real
challenge. (€) Even though the food was pretty good and it wasn't too expensive,
I'm afraid I can't recommend this restaurant to everyone. It was very noisy and the
service was slow. I don’t think it would be a good choice for families with small
children.

8. Main idea. (A) Chores aren't the worst but they're definitely not the best!
(B) An actor acts. A hero helps. The actor becomes famous and the hero does not.
And that's just it: Heroes don't care about the credit, they just care.

9. Main idea and implications. (A) Henry Ford's revolutionary thinking af-
fected the lives of many Americans. The Ford Motor Company became one of the
largest industrial companies in the world, and a household name. Opportunity to
be mobile in a Ford automobile gave the open road to the ordinary American.
Businesses boomed in the hard times of the Depression because the auto gave the
opportunity for work to many. The American dream of life, liberty, and the pursuit
of happiness was more possible in the auto. Americans today still have a love affair
with cars thanks to Henry Ford and his revolutionary thinking,

10. Effect. (A) While all this happened, another close neighbor had witnessed
the incident and called 911. It was decided afterward that the dog had contracted
rabies and he was soon put to sleep. I was given a series of shots and a few stitches
only, and after a couple of years, my leg healed, but the scars remain on both the
inside and out. (B) The internment of the Japanese Americans was one of the low-
est points in United States history. We did it out of revenge and out of hate. The fear
that we felt after the attack at Pearl Harbor was well founded, but the internment
was not the way to overcome it. The internment hurt so many people so deeply
and really accomplished nothing in the short run. In the long run, it brought
nothing but shame upon us.

11. Question. (A) As this miracle season comes to a close, the one thing on ev-
ery fan’s mind is this: “Can they do it again next year? (B) Will the human race
ever sce the irony in destroying the planet that is their only home? How much
more evidence do we need before we take global warming seriously? (€) I guess
what still bothers me is how confused [ am about what happened. If I was ever in
that same situation again, would I act the same way, or would I do something dif-
ferent?

12. Sequel. (A) Assoon as I walked in the dining room I smelled trouble. I
looked down at my plate and saw what I smelled! Brussels sprouts! I gave a loud
tragic moan and knew there was going to be another story written by Alex Carter.
But for now, I would feed my Brussels sprouts to the fish. (B) And so ends another
after school adventure, or misadventure, I should say. Stay tuned for the further
misadventures of a kid with not enough homework to keep him out of trouble and
way too many wild ideas.

13. Reflective evaluation. (A) So I guess that I lived happily ever after ex-
cept that I couldn’t walk for the rest of the trip. Maybe that camp ground wasn’t so
cool after all. (B) From that peint on my life has been good. Except for the chores.
I'think my mom got the better end of the deal on that one. (€) BRRRIIINNNGGG!
The bell rang! I pulled on my backpack, tore out of the room, sprinted down the
stairs, sped down the hallway, and bounded out the door. I dashed home and
grabbed a snack. I popped a video into the VCR, turned on the TV, and relaxed. Ah-
hhhhh! What a glorious day! (D) My whole world seems to be more on track now
that she's gone. My self-confidence, my general attitude has improved immensely.
I do miss her sometimes. How could I not after three years of friendship? All I can
think is that I was a good friend to her. Our relationship didn't survive, but we'll al-
ways have the laughs. . . and the tears.

14. Wish, hope, dream. (A) Now, I'm looking at John, over the mess on the
kitchen table, wondering if he's all right, because he's only eight years old, and
that was a lot of throwing up to do. Then he gets to go out and play with his friend,
just like he wanted. I feel a little cheated. Would T have gotten to go back out if that
was me? [ really wish he could have the experience of a younger sibling, just so he
would know how I feel. (B) I hope someday that I can be a good parent just like
my mom. But until then, I'll just work on being a good kid. (€) Even now, years
ater, 1 still dream of what my life might have been like. (D) I think that Jay Buh-
ner is a true hero. The Seattle Mariners would be lacking an excellent right fielder
without him. [ hope he stays in Seattle for the rest of his baseball career.

15. Tribute. (A) Isalute you, Licutenant John Olson. May your bravery and
courage be passed on so that someone else may look up to you and yours, and
honor them as [ do. (B) John was the best kid I ever knew. There when I need
him, gone when he knew I needed to be alone. And I feel darn privileged of having
the extreme honor of being his blood-brother. I just wish we could have carted him
along when we moved here to Ganby. God bless his soul. I'm never going to forget
him.

16. Wrap-around. (A) Boom! The trunk slammed. Bang! The car door
slammed as we got out of the van. ... We put the blanket in the trunk. Boom! It
slammed again and we drove away as I thought how much fun T had.
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