
�

%($5&$7�'$<���b
b

*5$'(��b
$1'(5621�&2817<�6&+22/6b

b

b
b

$1'(5621�&2817<�0,''/(�6&+22/b
b
b

�
�
�

b b

�7+�*5$'(�%($5&$7�'$<���b

/$1*8$*(b
$576b

3HUVSHFWLYH�LQ�/LWHUDWXUHb
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$QVZHU�WKH�TXHVWLRQV�DERXW�ILQGLQJ�WKH��YROXPH�RI�S\UDPLGV��b
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25*$1,=$7,21��&217��b
5HDG��SDJHV��������DERXW�&HOOV�DQG�/HYHOV�RI�2UJDQL]DWLRQ�b
&RPSOHWH�WKH�WDEOH�RQ�SDJH������$QVZHU�WKH�TXL]�TXHVWLRQV�RQb
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)ULGD\V�DQG�HPDLO�LW�WR�EULDQ�JODVV#DQGHUVRQ�N\VFKRROV�XV�b
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(UQHVW�+HPLQJZD\
�)RFXV�RQ�3HUVSHFWLYH�LQ�/LWHUDWXUH�

³$�'D\¶V�:DLW´�E\�(UQHVW�+HPLQJZD\�
+H�FDPH�LQWR�WKH�URRP�WR�VKXW�WKH�ZLQGRZV�ZKLOH�ZH�ZHUH�VWLOO�LQ�EHG�DQG�,�

VDZ�KH�ORRNHG�LOO��+H�ZDV�VKLYHULQJ��KLV�IDFH�ZDV�ZKLWH��DQG�KH�ZDONHG�VORZO\�
DV�WKRXJK�LW�DFKHG�WR�PRYH��

µ:KDW¶V�WKH�PDWWHU��6FKDW]"¶�
µ,¶YH�JRW�D�KHDGDFKH�¶�
µ<RX�EHWWHU�JR�EDFN�WR�EHG�¶�
µ1R��,¶P�DOO�ULJKW�¶�
µ<RX�JR�WR�EHG��,¶OO�VHH�\RX�ZKHQ�,¶P�GUHVVHG�¶�
%XW�ZKHQ�,�FDPH�GRZQVWDLUV�KH�ZDV�GUHVVHG��VLWWLQJ�E\�WKH�ILUH��ORRNLQJ�D�

YHU\�VLFN�DQG�PLVHUDEOH�ER\�RI�QLQH�\HDUV��:KHQ�,�SXW�P\�KDQG�RQ�KLV�IRUHKHDG�
,�NQHZ�KH�KDG�D�IHYHU�

�� :KR�LV�WHOOLQJ�WKH�VWRU\"�
D� 7KH�GRFWRU
E� 7KH�VRQ
F� 7KH�GDG

Grade 7 Bearcat Day 13 ELA plot 4
µ<RX�JR�XS�WR�EHG�¶�,�VDLG��µ\RX¶UH�VLFN�¶�
µ,¶P�DOO�ULJKW�¶�KH�VDLG��
:KHQ�WKH�GRFWRU�FDPH�KH�WRRN�WKH�ER\¶V�WHPSHUDWXUH��
µ:KDW�LV�LW"¶�,�DVNHG�KLP��µ2QH�KXQGUHG�DQG�WZR�¶�
'RZQVWDLUV��WKH�GRFWRU�OHIW�WKUHH�GLIIHUHQW�PHGLFLQHV�LQ�GLIIHUHQW�FRORUHG�

FDSVXOHV�ZLWK�LQVWUXFWLRQV�IRU�JLYLQJ�WKHP��2QH�ZDV�WR�EULQJ�GRZQ�WKH�IHYHU��
DQRWKHU�D�SXUJDWLYH��WKH�WKLUG�WR�RYHUFRPH�DQ�DFLG�FRQGLWLRQ��7KH�JHUPV�RI�
LQIOXHQ]D�FDQ�RQO\�H[LVW�LQ�DQ�DFLG�FRQGLWLRQ��KH�H[SODLQHG��+H�VHHPHG�WR�NQRZ�
DOO�DERXW�LQIOXHQ]D�DQG�VDLG�WKHUH�ZDV�QRWKLQJ�WR�ZRUU\�DERXW�LI�WKH�IHYHU�GLG�QRW�
JR�DERYH�RQH�KXQGUHG�DQG�IRXU�GHJUHHV��7KLV�ZDV�D�OLJKW�HSLGHPLF�RI�IOX�DQG�
WKHUH�ZDV�QR�GDQJHU�LI�\RX�DYRLGHG�SQHXPRQLD�

%DFN�LQ�WKH�URRP�,�ZURWH�WKH�ER\¶V�WHPSHUDWXUH�GRZQ�DQG�PDGH�D�QRWH�RI�
WKH�WLPH�WR�JLYH�WKH�YDULRXV�FDSVXOHV�

µ'R�\RX�ZDQW�PH�WR�UHDG�WR�\RX"¶�
µ$OO�ULJKW��,I�\RX�ZDQW�WR�¶�VDLG�WKH�ER\��+LV�IDFH�ZDV�YHU\�ZKLWH�DQG�WKHUH�ZHUH�

GDUN�DUHDV�XQGHU�KLV�H\HV��+H�OD\�VWLOO�LQ�EHG�DQG�VHHPHG�YHU\�GHWDFKHG�IURP�ZKDW�
ZDV�JRLQJ�RQ��,�UHDG�DORXG�IURP�+RZDUG�3\OH¶V�%RRN�RI�3LUDWHV��EXW�,�FRXOG�VHH�KH�
ZDV�QRW�IROORZLQJ�ZKDW�,�ZDV�UHDGLQJ�

µ+RZ�GR�\RX�IHHO��6FKDW]"¶�,�DVNHG�KLP��
µ-XVW�WKH�VDPH��VR�IDU�¶�KH�VDLG��,�VDW�DW�WKH�IRRW�RI�WKH�EHG�DQG�UHDG�WR�P\VHOI�

ZKLOH�,�ZDLWHG�IRU�LW�WR�EH�WLPH�WR�JLYH�DQRWKHU�FDSVXOH��,W�ZRXOG�KDYH�EHHQ�QDWXUDO�IRU�
KLP�WR�JR�WR�VOHHS��EXW�ZKHQ�,�ORRNHG�XS�KH�ZDV�ORRNLQJ�DW�WKH�IRRW�RI�WKH�EHG��
ORRNLQJ�YHU\�VWUDQJHO\��

µ:K\�GRQ¶W�\RX�WU\�WR�JR�WR�VOHHS"�,¶OO�ZDNH�\RX�XS�IRU�WKH�PHGLFLQH�¶�
µ,¶G�UDWKHU�VWD\�DZDNH�¶�$IWHU�D�ZKLOH�KH�VDLG�WR�PH��µ<RX�GRQ¶W�KDYH�WR�VWD\�KHUH�

ZLWK�PH��3DSD��LI�LW�ERWKHUV�\RX�¶�
µ,W�GRHVQ¶W�ERWKHU�PH�¶�
µ1R��,�PHDQ�\RX�GRQ¶W�KDYH�WR�VWD\�LI�LW¶V�JRLQJ�WR�ERWKHU�\RX�¶

���7KH�ER\�LV�FRQFHUQHG�DERXW�KLV�IDWKHU��4XRWH�WH[WXDO�HYLGHQFH�WR�VXSSRUW�
WKLV�FRQFOXVLRQ�
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,�WKRXJKW�SHUKDSV�KH�ZDV�D�OLWWOH�OLJKW�KHDGHG�DQG�DIWHU�JLYLQJ�KLP�WKH�
SUHVFULEHG�FDSVXOH�DW�HOHYHQ�R¶FORFN�,�ZHQW�RXW�IRU�D�ZKLOH��

,W�ZDV�D�EULJKW��FROG�GD\��WKH�JURXQG�FRYHUHG�ZLWK�D�VOHHW�WKDW�KDG�IUR]HQ�VR�WKDW�
LW�VHHPHG�DV�LI�DOO�WKH�EDUH�WUHHV��WKH�EXVKHV��WKH�FXW�EUXVK�DQG�DOO�WKH�JUDVV�DQG�WKH�
EDUH�JURXQG�KDG�EHHQ�YDUQLVKHG�ZLWK�LFH��,�WRRN�WKH�\RXQJ�,ULVK�VHWWHU�IRU�D�OLWWOH�ZDON�
XS�WKH�URDG�DQG�DORQJ�D�IUR]HQ�FUHHN��EXW�LW�ZDV�GLIILFXOW�WR�VWDQG�RU�ZDON�RQ�WKH�
JODVV\�VXUIDFH�DQG�WKH�UHG�GRJ�VOLSSHG�DQG�VOLWKHUHG�DQG�IHOO�WZLFH��KDUG��RQFH�
GURSSLQJ�P\�JXQ�DQG�KDYLQJ�LW�VOLGH�RYHU�WKH�LFH��

:H�IOXVKHG�D�FRYH\�RI�TXDLO�XQGHU�D�KLJK�FOD\�EDQN�ZLWK�RYHUKDQJLQJ�EUXVK�DQG�
NLOOHG�WZR�DV�WKH\�ZHQW�RXW�RI�VLJKW�RYHU�WKH�WRS�RI�WKH�EDQN��6RPH�RI�WKH�FRYH\�OLW�
WKH�WUHHV��EXW�PRVW�RI�WKHP�VFDWWHUHG�LQWR�EUXVK�SLOHV�DQG�LW�ZDV�QHFHVVDU\�WR�MXPS�
RQ�WKH�LFH�FRDWHG�PRXQGV�RI�EUXVK�VHYHUDO�WLPHV�EHIRUH�WKH\�ZRXOG�IOXVK��&RPLQJ�
RXW�ZKLOH�\RX�ZHUH�SRLVHG�XQVWHDGLO\�RQ�WKH�LF\��VSULQJ\�EUXVK�WKH\�PDGH�GLIILFXOW�
VKRRWLQJ�DQG�NLOOHG�WZR��PLVVHG�ILYH��DQG�VWDUWHG�EDFN�SOHDVHG�WR�KDYH�IRXQG�D�
FRYH\�FORVH�WR�WKH�KRXVH�DQG�KDSS\�WKHUH�ZHUH�VR�PDQ\�OHIW�WR�ILQG�RQ�DQRWKHU�GD\�

���7KH�IDWKHU�JRHV�KXQWLQJ�DQG�HQMR\V�KLPVHOI�ZKLOH�KLV�VRQ�LV�VLFN��:KDW�GRHV�
WKLV�DFWLRQ�UHYHDO�DERXW�KLV�SHUVSHFWLYH�DERXW�KLV�VRQ¶V�LOOQHVV"

$W�WKH�KRXVH�WKH\�VDLG�WKH�ER\�KDG�UHIXVHG�WR�OHW�DQ\RQH�FRPH�LQWR�WKH�URRP��
µ<RX�FDQ¶W�FRPH�LQ�¶�KH�VDLG��µ<RX�PXVWQ¶W�JHW�ZKDW�,�KDYH�¶�
,�ZHQW�XS�WR�KLP�DQG�IRXQG�KLP�LQ�H[DFWO\�WKH�SRVLWLRQ�,�KDG�OHIW�KLP��ZKLWHIDFHG��

EXW�ZLWK�WKH�WRSV�RI�KLV�FKHHNV�IOXVKHG�E\�WKH�IHYHU��VWDULQJ�VWLOO��DV�KH�KDG�VWDUHG��DW�
WKH�IRRW�RI�WKH�EHG��

,�WRRN�KLV�WHPSHUDWXUH��
µ:KDW�LV�LW"¶�
µ6RPHWKLQJ�OLNH�D�KXQGUHG�¶�,�VDLG��,W�ZDV�RQH�KXQGUHG�DQG�WZR�DQG�IRXU�WHQWK��
µ,W�ZDV�D�KXQGUHG�DQG�WZR�¶�KH�VDLG��
µ:KR�VDLG�VR"¶�
µ7KH�GRFWRU�¶�
µ<RXU�WHPSHUDWXUH�LV�DOO�ULJKW�¶�,�VDLG��,W¶V�QRWKLQJ�WR�ZRUU\�DERXW�¶�

Grade 7 Bearcat Day 13 ELA p 3of4
µ,�GRQ¶W�ZRUU\�¶�KH�VDLG��µEXW�,�FDQ¶W�NHHS�IURP�WKLQNLQJ�¶�
µ'RQ¶W�WKLQN�¶�,�VDLG��µ-XVW�WDNH�LW�HDV\�¶�µ
,¶P�WDNLQJ�LW�HDV\�¶�KH�VDLG�DQG�ORRNHG�VWUDLJKW�DKHDG��+H�ZDV�HYLGHQWO\�KROGLQJ�

WLJKW�RQWR�KLPVHOI�DERXW�VRPHWKLQJ��
µ7DNH�WKLV�ZLWK�ZDWHU�¶�
µ'R�\RX�WKLQN�LW�ZLOO�GR�DQ\�JRRG"¶
�µ2I�FRXUVH�LW�ZLOO�¶�,�VDW�GRZQ�DQG�RSHQHG�WKH�3LUDWH�ERRN�DQG�FRPPHQFHG�WR�

UHDG��EXW�,�FRXOG�VHH�KH�ZDV�QRW�IROORZLQJ��VR�,�VWRSSHG�
�µ$ERXW�ZKDW�WLPH�GR�\RX�WKLQN�,¶P�JRLQJ�WR�GLH"¶�KH�DVNHG�
�µ:KDW"¶�
µ$ERXW�KRZ�ORQJ�ZLOO�LW�EH�EHIRUH�,�GLH"¶�
µ<RX�DUHQ¶W�JRLQJ�WR�GLH��:KDW¶V�WKH�PDWWHU�ZLWK�\RX"¶�
2K��\HV��,�DP��,�KHDUG�KLP�VD\�D�KXQGUHG�DQG�WZR�¶
�µ3HRSOH�GRQ¶W�GLH�ZLWK�D�IHYHU�RI�RQH�KXQGUHG�DQG�WZR��7KDW¶V�D�VLOO\�ZD\�WR�

WDON�¶

µ,�NQRZ�WKH\�GR��$W�VFKRRO�LQ�)UDQFH�WKH�ER\V�WROG�PH�\RX�FDQ¶W�OLYH�ZLWK�
IRUW\�IRXU�GHJUHHV��,¶YH�JRW�D�KXQGUHG�DQG�WZR�¶�

+H�KDG�EHHQ�ZDLWLQJ�WR�GLH�DOO�GD\��HYHU�VLQFH�QLQH�R¶FORFN�LQ�WKH�PRUQLQJ��µ<RX�
SRRU�6FKDW]�¶�,�VDLG��µ3RRU�ROG�6FKDW]��,W¶V�OLNH�PLOHV�DQG�NLORPHWHUV��<RX�DUHQ¶W�JRLQJ�
WR�GLH��7KDW¶V�D�GLIIHUHQW�WKHUPRPHWHU��2Q�WKDW�WKHUPRPHWHU�WKLUW\�VHYHQ�LV�QRUPDO��
2Q�WKLV�NLQG�LW¶V�QLQHW\�HLJKW�¶�

µ$UH�\RX�VXUH"¶�
µ$EVROXWHO\�¶�,�VDLG��µ,W¶V�OLNH�PLOHV�DQG�NLORPHWHUV��<RX�NQRZ��OLNH�KRZ�PDQ\�

NLORPHWHUV�ZH�PDNH�ZKHQ�ZH�GR�VHYHQW\�LQ�WKH�FDU"¶�
µ2K�¶�KH�VDLG��
%XW�KLV�JD]H�DW�WKH�IRRW�RI�KLV�EHG�UHOD[HG�VORZO\��7KH�KROG�RYHU�KLPVHOI�UHOD[HG�

WRR��ILQDOO\��DQG�WKH�QH[W�GD\�LW�ZDV�YHU\�VODFN�DQG�KH�FULHG�YHU\�HDVLO\�DW�OLWWOH�WKLQJV�
WKDW�ZHUH�RI�QR�LPSRUWDQFH�

���6FKDW]�WKRXJKW�KH�ZDV�JRLQJ�WR�GLH�EHFDXVH�KH�GLG�QRW�XQGHUVWDQG�ZKLFK�RI�
WKH�IROORZLQJ"
$� 7KDW�PRVW�SHRSOH�HDVLO\�UHFRYHU�IURP�IOX�
%� 7KH�GLIIHUHQFH�EHWZHHQ�FHOVLXV�DQG�IDKUHQKHLW��
&� 7KDW�WKH�GRFWRU�NQRZV�PRUH�WKDQ�WKH�ER\V�LQ�KLV�VFKRRO�LQ�)UDQFH�
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1. Email addremm Ó

2.

3.

Refer oo ohe folloving uideo for inmorpcoion and help finding ohe uolpme of pxramidmÈ

LXXT://]SYXYbI.cSQ/[aXcL?
Z=DSKRZT1VX\S

Qpemoion �

4. 1 TSMRX

Volpme of Pxramidm
* RIUYMVIH

Firmo Name Ó

Lamo Name Ó

�È Find ohe uolpme of a pxramid vioh a bame area of �� mqpare cenoimeoerm
and a heigho of �� cenoimeoermÈ

Grade 7 Bearcat Day 13 Math plots Qpemoion �

5. 1 TSMRX

Qpemoion �

�È The dimenmionm of a oriangplar pxramid are mhovn on ohe figpre belovÈ
The heigho of ohe pxramid im �� inchemÈ Whao im ohe uolpme in cpbic inchemÏ

Grade 7 Bearcat Day 13 Math
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6. 1 TSMRX

MaVk Snl] Sne SZal.

A. $24.00

B. $8.00

C. $6.24

D. $18.72

Qpemoion �

�È A planoer in ohe mhape of a mqpare pxramid im being filled vioh moilÈ Soil
como ý�È�  per cpbio cpbic foooÈ Whao im ohe como of filling ohe planoer vioh
moilÏ

Grade 7 Bearcat Day 13 Math

p 3.
of5

7. 1 TSMRX

Qpemoion �

�È The dimenmionm of a oriangplar pxramid are mhovn belovÈ The heigho of
ohe pxramid im � inchemÈ Whao im ohe uolpme in cpbic inchemÏ

Grade 7 Bearcat Day 13 Math

pilots



8. 1 TSMRX

MaVk Snl] Sne SZal.

A. JS

B. MaI

TLMW cSRXIRX MW RIMXLIV cVIaXIH RSV IRHSVWIH b] GSSKPI.

�È MrÈ McBride amkm mopdenom oo find ohe uolpme of ohe oriangplar pxramid
belovÈ Which mopdeno vrooe ohe correco ewpremmion for ohe ualpe of BÉ ohe
area of ohe bameÏ

½Forme

Grade 7 Bearcat Day 13 Math

proofs
'D\������&UHDWH�<RXU�2ZQ�&LYLOL]DWLRQ��*RYHUQPHQW�

�
7RGD\�\RX�ZLOO�EH�GHVLJQLQJ�WKH�JRYHUQPHQW�IRU�\RXU�FLYLOL]DWLRQ��%HIRUH�\RX�EHJLQ��UHYLHZ�WKH�QRWHV�
IURP�GD\�RQH�RQ�JRYHUQPHQW��
�
3OHDVH�FRPSOHWH�WKH�IROORZLQJ��
ު :ULWH�D�SDUDJUDSK�H[SODLQLQJ�ZKDW�W\SH�RI�JRYHUQPHQW�\RX�ZDQW�\RXU�FLYLOL]DWLRQ�WR�

KDYH��:LOO�WKHUH�EH�D�NLQJ�DQG�TXHHQ"�$�SUHVLGHQW"�$�GLFWDWRU"�:KHQ�ZULWLQJ��WKLQN�
DERXW�WKH�IROORZLQJ�«�
ު :KR�ZLOO�UXQ�WKH�FRXQWU\"�
ު +RZ�LV�WKDW�SHUVRQ�FKRVHQ�WR�UXQ�WKH�FRXQWU\"�
ު :KR�ZLOO�PDNH�WKH�ODZV"�
ު +RZ�ZLOO�\RX�VROYH�LVVXHV�RI�FULPH�LQ�\RXU�FLYLOL]DWLRQ"�
ު 0DNH�VXUH�\RX�DUH�XVLQJ�FRPSOHWH�VHQWHQFHV��SURSHU�SXQFWXDWLRQ��DQG�JRRG�

JUDPPDU��
ު :ULWH�WHQ�ODZV�WKDW�WKH�FLWL]HQV�RI�\RXU�FLYLOL]DWLRQ�VKRXOG�IROORZ��

ު ,Q�DGGLWLRQ�WR�ZULWLQJ�WKH�ODZV��ZULWH�FRQVHTXHQFHV�IRU�EUHDNLQJ�WKRVH�ODZV�

3OHDVH�EH�VHQVLEOH�DERXW�\RXU�ODZV��L�H��GR�QRW�SXW�GHDWK�DV�D�SHQDOW\�IRU�
HYHU\WKLQJ���
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plots
The surprising story behind the 

world’s first superhero  BY TOD OLSON

www.scholastic.com/action | April 2020 27
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economic: having to do 
with money and how it is 
earned and used

origin: the point or place 
where something begins 
or is created

disguise: clothes or other 
things that you wear 
so that people will not 
recognize you

politicians: people who 
are active in government

took advantage of: used 
unfairly for personal gain

VOCABULARY

Ä

It was 1938, and Americans 

were dealing with many 

hardships. Millions of people 

had lost their jobs, and 

hundreds of thousands were 

homeless. Times had been 

tough for nearly a decade, and 

there was still no end in sight.

But wait! Up in the sky! It’s 

a bird! It’s a plane! It’s . . . the 

world’s first superhero!

That’s right. Superman first 

appeared in comic books in 

April 1938, in the midst of the 

Great Depression. Americans 

needed an escape from the 

problems caused by the long 

economic crisis. They needed a 

hero who stood up for the poor 

and the powerless. 

Their champion was 

Superman—and this is his real 

origin story.

In the Beginning
Superman was invented by 

Jerry Siegel and Joe Shuster. 

They went to high school 

together in Cleveland, Ohio, 

and they would have described 

themselves as nerds. 

Siegel wrote the first 

Superman pages, and Shuster 

drew them. They gave their 

hero a disguise—as newspaper 

reporter Clark Kent. He would 

Jerry Siegel (left) and Joe Shuster

BECOMES A STAR

GO TO  
WEB VIEW

LEXILE 800L-900L
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be quiet and gentle “like Joe 

and I are,” Siegel explained. 

However, as Superman, he 

would fight for anyone who felt 

powerless.

The People’s Hero
That’s exactly how a lot of 

people felt in the 1930s. During 

the Great Depression, one in 

four Americans lost their jobs, 

and millions left their homes in 

search of work. People stood in 

seemingly endless lines, waiting 

to get free food from soup 

kitchens.

Many Americans were left 

feeling angry. They blamed the 

rich and powerful for ruining 

their lives. Their villains—

bankers, factory owners, and 

dishonest politicians—became 

Superman’s enemies too.

In the early comics, 

Superman’s favorite targets 

were crooked businessmen, 

such as a mine owner who put 

his employees in danger and 

a carmaker who made unsafe 

vehicles. 

Years later, Superman would 

defeat mad scientists who 

wanted to destroy Earth. But 

for now, his job was protecting 

ordinary people from real-world 

villains.

Rise of Comics
In Superman, Americans got 

the hero they needed—and so 

did the comic book business. 

Just five years before Superman, 

comics were only printed in 

newspapers. After his arrival, 

however, the new 10-cent comic 

books flew off the shelves, with 

each Superman issue selling  

1.3 million copies. 

The biggest comic 

book companies created 

superheroes by the dozen. 

DC’s Green Lantern beat up 

on evil bankers, and Batman 

triumphed over criminals in 

Gotham City. Marvel’s Captain 

America, the Sub-Mariner, 
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the Human Torch, and others 

joined the superhero world.

Just a few years after 

Superman arrived, 90 percent 

of kids read comic books. They 

were popular with more than a 

third of adults too.

Unhappy Ending
Superman’s creators 

should have been thrilled. 
Siegel and Shuster had made 
themselves famous, invented 
the superhero, and changed 
the way people read. They 
also made a fortune for DC 
Comics. 

But Siegel and Shuster never 
got rich. They had sold their 
famous character to DC, so 
no matter how many comic 
books were sold, all they made 
was $5 a page. 

A big, powerful company 
took advantage of two 
ordinary guys. 

Now that sounds like a job 
for Superman. •

TOUGH TIMES People wait in line for bread during the Great 
Depression (above). The first Superman comic book (left) was 
created during this difficult time in American history.
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PUT IT TOGETHER!
 Teachers: Look for the Synthesizing  

Skill Builder at scholastic.com/action.

SUPERHEROES TAKE 
OVER THE WORLD

reflect who we want to be. When 

we watch Clark Kent transform into 

Superman, we are reminded that 

ordinary people can achieve great 

things. When we see T’Challa fight 

for his throne in Black Panther, we 

feel brave. We believe it’s possible to 

make a difference in our school or 

stand up for someone who is being 

bullied. 

In other words, these characters 

inspire us to be our best selves and 

make us want to do what’s right—

even if we get nothing in return. 

So with that in mind, let’s 

pretend that the president of DC 

Comics just contacted you. He asks 

you to create a new superhero. Who 

will that superhero be? What will he 

or she fight against? 

Your answers to those questions 

might tell you as much about 

yourself as they 

do about your 

superhero. •

Turn on the news, and you’ll 

find frightening reports of big 

problems in our world: war, disease, 

climate change. It’s likely you’ll feel 

powerless. 

But in the imaginary world of 

movies, the entire planet can be 

rescued by just one superhero. 

Wonder Woman can bring a war 

to an end by killing a god. And the 

Avengers can travel through time to 

save half the universe. 

That’s probably one of the 

reasons the world loves superheroes. 

Last year, fans spent more than 

$6 billion to watch their favorite 

superheroes at the movie theater. 

And it’s understandable, right? As 

you eat your popcorn, you escape 

from reality and enter a fantasy 

world—where good always 

triumphs over evil. 

But that’s not the only 

reason superheroes are so 

popular. Our favorites 

They’re everywhere these days. But . . . why? 

ACTION
ACTIVITY

GO 
FURTHER! 

FIND MORE 
ACTIVITIES  
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Text Features

READING AND WRITING 
POWER FOR TEENS

MAGAZINE

Text Features
“Superman Becomes a Star” and “Superheroes Take Over the World,” pages 26-29
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Directions: Text features are the pictures, captions, headlines, subheads, maps, and other features 
that go with an article. Answer the questions below about the text features in “Superman Becomes a 
Star” and “Superheroes Take Over the World.”

1.    Read the title and subtitle on pages 26-27. What do you already know about Superman? What 
do you think you will learn in this article?

2.  Look at the black-and-white photo on page 28 and read its caption. What are the men in the 
photo waiting in line for? Why do you think they have to wait?

3.  Read the title of the second article and look at the images. How many of the superheroes can 
you identify? How is the focus of this article different from that of the first one?
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