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Location: Where is it?  

• Absolute Location 

(Exact Location) 

– Precise, using 
coordinates. For 

example lines of 
longitude and 

latitude, or grid 
lines. 

• Relative Location 

– The relationship of 

one place to other 
places. Uses 
words like: near, 

beside, under, 
next to, etc. 

– Relative location 

can shrink or 
expand with time. 











Place: What is it like 
there? 

• Physical 

Characteristics 

– Natural forming 
landforms. Things 

created without 
human aid. 

– Ex Landforms, 

bodies of water, 
climate, soils, 

animal life, and 
vegetation. 

• Human 

Characteristics 

– Come from human 
ideas and actions 

that result in 
changes to the 

environment. 

– Ex. Buildings, 
farms, dams, and 

any human made 
structure.  













Human-Environment Interaction: 

What is the relationship between people 

and their surroundings (their 
environment?) 

• 1. Humans Depend 
• All basic needs are met by our environment. 

For example: Food, water, and shelter.  

• 2. Humans Modify 

–Humans change their environment to 

meet their needs. 

• 3. Humans Adapt 

–Humans make changes in their 

behavior to meet their needs. 

 

 

 















Movement: How do people in one 
area affect people in other areas? 

• 1. Movement of People 

–Usually described as migration, which 

is moving to a new location for the 

purpose of settlement. 

– Forced- Slavery 

–Voluntary- Settlement 



• 2. Movement of Goods 

–Examples: Trade goods, food items, 

raw materials (natural resources), 

and manufactured goods. 

• 3. Movement of Ideas 

–Humans share/borrow ideas and 

knowledge with one another.  

 













Region: What common features 

does a certain area share? 

• Region is a basic unit of 
geography. They are areas that 
have some kind of unifying 
characteristic. These 
characteristics may be either 
physical or human made. 

• Examples: Language, religion, and 
similar land characteristics.  











Let’s Review the 5 
Themes 

1) Location 

2) Place 

3) Human - Environment Interaction 

4) Movement 

5) Region 


