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The titles on this list are only suggestions. You are allowed to read any (level appropriate) work this summer.

When possible, notes on content and/or a link to their Common Sense Media review (www.commonsensemedia.org)

are provided. The list was compiled by the English department and the librarian at Cold Spring Harbor Jr./Sr. High

School.

Anne of Green Gables

By Montgomery, L.M.

https://www.commonsensemedia.org/book-reviews/anne-of-green-gables

This heartwarming story has beckoned generations of readers into the special world of Green Gables, an

old-fashioned farm outside a town called Avonlea. Anne Shirley, an eleven-year-old orphan, has arrived

in this verdant corner of Prince Edward Island only to discover that the Cuthberts—elderly Matthew and

his stern sister, Marilla—want to adopt a boy, not a feisty redheaded girl. But before they can send her

back, Anne—who simply must have more scope for her imagination and a real home—wins them over

completely. A much-loved classic that explores all the vulnerability, expectations, and dreams of a child

growing up, Anne of Green Gables is also a wonderful portrait of a time, a place, a family… and, most of

all, love.

The Beatryce Prophecy

By DiCamillo, Kate

https://www.commonsensemedia.org/book-reviews/the-beatryce-prophecy

In a time of war, a mysterious child appears at the monastery of the Order of the Chronicles of Sorrowing.

Gentle Brother Edik finds the girl, Beatryce, curled in a stall, wracked with fever, coated in dirt and blood,

and holding fast to the ear of Answelica the goat. As the monk nurses Beatryce to health, he uncovers her

dangerous secret, one that imperils them all--for the king of the land seeks just such a girl, and Brother

Edik, who penned the prophecy himself, knows why.

And so it is that a girl with a head full of stories--powerful tales-within-the-tale of queens and kings,

mermaids and wolves--ventures into a dark wood in search of the castle of one who wishes her dead. But Beatryce

knows that, should she lose her way, those who love her--a wild-eyed monk, a man who had once been king, a boy with

a terrible sword, and a goat with a head as hard as stone--will never give up searching for her, and to know this is to

know everything. With its timeless themes, unforgettable cast, and magical medieval setting, Kate DiCamillo's lyrical

tale, paired with resonant black-and-white illustrations by Caldecott Medalist Sophie Blackall, is a true collaboration

between masters.

The Call of theWild

By London, Jack

https://www.commonsensemedia.org/book-reviews/the-call-of-the-wild

First published in 1903, The Call of the Wild is regarded as Jack London's masterpiece. Based on London's

experiences as a gold prospector in the Canadian wilderness and his ideas about nature and the struggle for

existence, The Call of the Wild is a tale about unbreakable spirit and the fight for survival in the frozen

Alaskan Klondike.

The Crossover

by Alexander, Kwame

https://www.commonsensemedia.org/book-reviews/the-crossover

Twelve-year-old twins Josh and Jordan (JB) are a well-oiled machine on the basketball court. But then JB

gets a girlfriend, and before Josh knows it, things start to change. Josh's narration is a combination of

http://www.commonsensemedia.org
https://www.commonsensemedia.org/book-reviews/anne-of-green-gables
https://www.commonsensemedia.org/book-reviews/the-beatryce-prophecy
https://www.commonsensemedia.org/book-reviews/the-call-of-the-wild
https://www.commonsensemedia.org/book-reviews/the-crossover


exciting play-by-play game details, insightful observations on middle school, and poignant meditations on sibling

dynamics and familial love.

Ground Zero

By Grantz, Alan

https://www.commonsensemedia.org/book-reviews/ground-zero

It's September 11, 2001. Brandon, a 9-year-old boy, goes to work for the day with his dad . . . at the World

Trade Center in New York City. When two planes hit the towers, Brandon and his father are trapped inside a

fiery nightmare as terror and confusion swirl around them. Can they escape -- and what will the world be

like when they do?

In present-day Afghanistan, Reshmina is an 11-year-old girl who is used to growing up in the shadow of war, but she

has dreams of peace and unity. When she ends up harboring a wounded young American soldier, she and her entire

family are put in mortal danger. But Reshmina also learns something surprising about the roots of this endless war.

House Arrest

By Holt, K.A.

Timothy is on probation. It's a strange word-something that happens to other kids, to delinquents, not to

kids like him. And yet, he is under house arrest for the next year. He must check in weekly with a

probation officer and a therapist, and keep a journal for an entire year. And mostly, he has to stay out of

trouble. But when he must take drastic measures to help his struggling family, staying out of trouble

proves more difficult than Timothy ever thought it would be. By turns touching and funny, and always

original, House Arrest is a middlegrade novel in verse about one boy's path to redemption as he navigates

life with a sick brother, a grieving mother, and one tough probation officer.

The Inquisitor’s Tale: Or, the Three Magical Children and Their Holy Dog

By Gidwitz, Adam

https://www.commonsensemedia.org/book-reviews/the-inquisitors-tale-or-the-three-magical-children-and-their-hol

y-dog

1242. On a dark night, travelers from across France cross paths at an inn and begin to tell stories of three

children. Their adventures take them on a chase through France: they are taken captive by knights, sit

alongside a king, and save the land from a farting dragon. On the run to escape prejudice and persecution

and save precious and holy texts from being burned, their quest drives them forward to a final showdown

at Mont Saint-Michel, where all will come to question if these children can perform the miracles of saints.

Join William, an oblate on a mission from his monastery; Jacob, a Jewish boy who has fled his burning village; and

Jeanne, a peasant girl who hides her prophetic visions. They are accompanied by Jeanne's loyal greyhound, Gwenforte

. . . recently brought back from the dead. Told in multiple voices, in a style reminiscent of The Canterbury Tales, our

narrator collects their stories and the saga of these three unlikely allies begins to come together.

Linked

By Korman, Gordon

https://www.commonsensemedia.org/book-reviews/linked

Link, Michael, and Dana live in a quiet town. But it's woken up very quickly when someone sneaks into

school and vandalizes it with a swastika. Nobody can believe it. How could such a symbol of hate end up in

the middle of their school? Who would do such a thing?

Because Michael was the first person to see it, he's the first suspect. Because Link is one of the most

popular guys in school, everyone's looking to him to figure it out. And because Dana's the only Jewish girl

in the whole town, everyone's treating her more like an outsider than ever.
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The mystery deepens as more swastikas begin to appear. Some students decide to fight back and start a project to

bring people together instead of dividing them further. The closer Link, Michael, and Dana get to the truth, the more

there is to face-not just the crimes of the present, but the crimes of the past.

The Madonna Ghost (or any Annie Tillery Mysteries)

By Frank, Lina Maria

Seventeen-year-old Annie Tillery and her Aunt Jill set off for Long Island's Fire Island for a vacation of

surf, sun, and sailing. Annie is happy to leave behind the stress of her relationship with her parents. Aunt

Jill, who is an NYPD detective, is mixing her vacation with a case she must keep secret from Annie, who is

suspicious nevertheless. Annie finds romance and intrigue when she meets Ty Egan, the nephew of their

host on the island. They find themselves in the middle of an eerie adventure when she and Ty investigate

the tragic and perplexing story of a local ghost. Annie becomes increasingly uneasy and the investigation turns sinister

when Aunt Jill goes missing, the ghost appears, and the troublesome neighbors in the cottage next door become

hostile. When they find one of Aunt Jill's special earrings on the neighbor's porch, they begin to wonder what she was

doing there. Will they find Aunt Jill before it's too late? In the breathless conclusion to their investigation, Annie and

Ty narrowly escape death solving the mystery of The Madonna Ghost.

New Kid

by Kraft, Jerry

https://www.commonsensemedia.org/book-reviews/new-kid-0

Jordan Banks loves nothing more than drawing cartoons about his life. But instead of sending him to the

art school of his dreams, his parents enroll him in a prestigious private school known for its academics,

where Jordan is one of the few kids of color in his entire grade. As he makes the daily trip from his

Washington Heights apartment to the upscale Riverdale Academy Day School, Jordan soon finds

himself torn between two worlds and not really fitting into either one. Can Jordan learn to navigate his

new school culture while keeping his neighborhood friends and staying true to himself?

The Night Diary

By Hiranandani, Veera

https://www.commonsensemedia.org/book-reviews/the-night-diary

It's 1947, and India, newly independent of British rule, has been separated into two countries: Pakistan

and India. The divide has created much tension between Hindus and Muslims, and hundreds of

thousands are killed crossing borders.

Half-Muslim, half-Hindu twelve-year-old Nisha doesn't know where she belongs, or what her country is

anymore. When Papa decides it's too dangerous to stay in what is now Pakistan, Nisha and her family become refugees

and embark first by train but later on foot to reach her new home. The journey is long, difficult, and dangerous, and

after losing her mother as a baby, Nisha can't imagine losing her homeland, too. But even if her country has been

ripped apart, Nisha still believes in the possibility of putting herself back together.

Starfish

By Lisa Fipps

https://www.commonsensemedia.org/book-reviews/starfish-0

Ever since Ellie wore a whale swimsuit and made a big splash at her fifth birthday party, she’s been

bullied about her weight. To cope, she tries to live by the Fat Girl Rules–like “no making waves,” “avoid
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eating in public,” and “don’t move so fast that your body jiggles.” And she’s found her safe space–her swimming

pool–where she feels weightless in a fat-obsessed world. In the water, she can stretch herself out like a starfish and

take up all the room she wants. It’s also where she can get away from her pushy mom, who thinks criticizing Ellie’s

weight will motivate her to diet. Fortunately, Ellie has allies in her dad, her therapist, and her new neighbor, Catalina,

who loves Ellie for who she is. With this support buoying her, Ellie might finally be able to cast aside the Fat Girl Rules

and starfish in real life–by unapologetically being her own fabulous self.

Stormbreaker (or any Alex Rider books)

By Horowtiz, Anthony

https://www.commonsensemedia.org/book-reviews/stormbreaker-alex-rider-adventures-book-1

They told him his uncle died in an accident. He wasn't wearing his seatbelt, they said. But when

fourteen-year-old Alex finds his uncle's windshield riddled with bullet holes, he knows it was no accident.

What he doesn't know yet is that his uncle was killed while on a top-secret mission. But he is about to, and

once he does, there is no turning back. Finding himself in the middle of terrorists, Alex must outsmart the

people who want him dead. The government has given him the technology, but only he can provide the courage.

Should he fail, every child in England will be murdered in cold blood.

Warcross

By Marie Lu

For the millions who log in every day, Warcross isn’t just a game—it’s a way of life. The obsession started ten

years ago and its fan base now spans the globe, some eager to escape from reality and others hoping to make

a profit. Struggling to make ends meet, teenage hacker Emika Chen works as a bounty hunter, tracking

down players who bet on the game illegally. But the bounty hunting world is a competitive one, and survival

has not been easy. Needing to make some quick cash, Emika takes a risk and hacks into the opening game of

the international Warcross Championships—only to accidentally glitch herself into the action and become

an overnight sensation.

Convinced she’s going to be arrested, Emika is shocked when instead she gets a call from the game’s creator, the

elusive young billionaire Hideo Tanaka, with an irresistible offer. He needs a spy on the inside of this year’s

tournament in order to uncover a security problem . . . and he wants Emika for the job. With no time to lose, Emika’s

whisked off to Tokyo and thrust into a world of fame and fortune that she’s only dreamed of. But soon her

investigation uncovers a sinister plot, with major consequences for the entire Warcross empire.

Wish

by Barbara O'Conner

https://www.commonsensemedia.org/book-reviews/wish

Eleven-year-old Charlie Reese has been making the same secret wish every day since fourth grade. She

even has a list of all the ways there are to make the wish, such as cutting off the pointed end of a slice of

pie and wishing on it as she takes the last bite. But when she is sent to the Blue Ridge Mountains of

North Carolina to live with family she barely knows, it seems unlikely that her wish will ever come true.

That is until she meets Wishbone, a skinny stray dog who captures her heart, and Howard, a neighbor

boy who proves surprising in lots of ways. Suddenly Charlie is in serious danger of discovering that what

she thought she wanted may not be what she needs at all.

Wolf Hollow

by Lauren Wolk

https://www.commonsensemedia.org/book-reviews/wolf-hollow

Growing up in the shadows cast by two world wars, Annabelle has lived a mostly quiet, steady life in her

small Pennsylvania town. Until the day new student Betty Glengarry walks into her class. Betty quickly

reveals herself to be cruel and manipulative, and while her bullying seems isolated at first, things quickly
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escalate, and reclusive World War I veteran Toby becomes a target of her attacks. While others have always seen

Toby’s strangeness, Annabelle knows only kindness. She will soon need to find the courage to stand as a lone voice of

justice as tensions mount.


