
Recommended ELA 
SKILLS





responsive

Reversible 

Irreversible 

irresponsible

Responsible 



In the park down the street, there are quite a few children playing soccer, 
basking in the sun. 





Language Objective:

Students will be able to use past tense verbs (e.g., lived, 
happened, felt) to describe the impact of yellow fever on 
the narrator and the city of Philadelphia. They will also be
able to respond to questions about their own 
experiences as Matilda, such as "How did yellow fever 
change your life?" or "What were your biggest fears 
during the epidemic?"



Lurk-verb-The streets of Philadelphia 
are more dangerous than your darkest 
nightmare. Fever vic tims lay in the gutters, 
thieves and wild men lurk on every corner.

Hungry lions lurk in the tall grass, waiting to 
catch their next meal. 



Students identify key details that 
help them infer what life was like in 
Philadelphia before yellow fever.

1. Look at the image of the city of Philadelphia from 
the 1790’s. Describe what you see in a complete  
sentence. 

“In the picture of Philadelphia from the 1790’s I see 
_______.”

1. Does the sense of community (how people 
interact with each other) seem strong or weak? 
Describe a detail from the image that supports 
your answer. 

“The sense of community seems ______. I know 
this because______.”

5. What do you infer life would be like in 
Philadelphia         in the 1790s? Describe one detail that 
you observed in the picture to support your answer. 

“I infer that life in Philadelphia in the 1790’s 
was______. One detail to support my inference is 
_____.”



Were your 
inferences 

correct?



I read- Paragraphs 
21-28

You read- 29-End

While reading- 
HIGHLIGHT details 

that help us 
understand how 

Mattie sees her city.

Be prepared to explain which detail you 
highlighted and why!

“A detail I highlighted in paragraph ___ 
is when Mattie_______.”



Make sure your 
evidence is in 
quotation marks!

“The biggest 
impact that yellow 
fever has had on 
the people of 
Philadelphia is…..” 



“The details 
presented show the 
impact of yellow 
fever on people’s 
behavior because 
______.”



Par. 40-49

When Matties says that 
yellow fever is infecting 
“the nature of the people”
she means  ________. 

Now that I have read the 
passage on yellow fever, I 
think the effect it had on 
people during that time is 
_______. 



Task: 
Write a postcard pretending that YOU are Matilda. 
Choose to either write to convince your adult to come 
back to Philadelphia or to warn your adult to stay away 
from Philadelphia.

You are writing in the 1st person so make sure to you 1st 
person pronouns- (I,me,we, my, etc…)

Use details from the passage to support your position….

Finished Early? Exit Ticket on Tab 8 & 
Solo on Tab 9

You have a choice! You can complete 
it on paper, or in Canva!
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