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Check our website daily for additional remote learning supports: bit.ly/rsu57remote 
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LEARNING MENU MATH & STEM 
GRADE 5

=  EVERYDAY ITEMS

Everyday Fact Practice
⭐= daily

Math Surpass Multiplication

Demolition Division

           Virtual Breakout  
                  Challenge
 Visit BreakoutEDU.com/live 
at 2 PM any Monday - Friday 
and wait for the game to 
start. There is no login 
required. When you 
complete a game, you can 
enter to win a prize.

Math Art Connection

Dot to Dot Product Polygon 
Creatures

Dot to Dot instructions

Math Boxes

Review 5th Grade math skills 
from your Everyday Math 
Journal

Math Boxes 6.1

Real Life

Divide this bread recipe 
in half.

IXL
Grade 5/Level G Math

N.5 Divide fractions by 
whole numbers
N.9 Divide two fractions

Work to 85% accuracy on 
each skill

Paper-Pencil
Use video for support

Math Antics Video: Long 
Division

Review and practice doing 
long division!  Includes 1 and 
2 digit divisors and 
remainders.
Long Division Worksheet

Daily Math Prompt 
3-6 problems to review your 

5th grade skills!

Weekly Math Prompts

Divisibility Rules

Rules of Divisibility Video
https://bit.ly/2L8hUhY

Divisibility Rules 1 worksheet

           
           New Skill Challenge:
           Dividing Fractions Math 
Antics Video. Use the video to 
learn how to divide fractions.

https://bit.ly/35wfDXs
Visit Mr. Nussbaum’s Website to 
Divide fractions to practice 
dividing a whole number and 
fraction

https://bit.ly/3dktQt0
Dividing Fractions Worksheet

STEM ( Part A)

Roller Coaster Engineering 
Project 

Please watch this video on what 
the finished project looks like 

and how it should work. 

Paper Roller Coaster Video
https://bit.ly/3b5F6bh

STEM (Part B)

This template is what is needed 
to be printed if you can or drawn 
by you if needed to then cut out 

and make the roller coaster 
project.

Paper Roller Coaster Template

Instructions
Instructions for Paper Roller 

Coaster



3 
 

     

 

     Take pictures of the best projects so you will have excellent examples for your students to follow 
next year!  If you tell the kids you are going to do this, they will work extra hard to have theirs chosen 
as an example! 
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Lesson 6-1
Math Boxes

1  Solve.

a.    2 _ 3   of 7 = 

b.    3 _ 8   of 5 = 

c.    4 _ 5   of 12 = 

2  a.  Write a 6-digit number with 7 in the 
thousands place, 5 in the hundredths 
place, 4 in the tenths place, 3 in the 
tens place, and 9s in all other places.

  

 b. Write this number in words.

  

  

  

3  A costume designer is using exactly  
264 yards of green fabric to make  
36 frog costumes. If each costume 
requires the same amount of fabric, how 
many yards will be used for each one?

 

  Answer: 

4  Nigel has 2 dogs. One eats 2   1 _ 2   pounds 
of food each week. The other eats 1   3 _ 8   
pounds each week. Together, how much 
food do the dogs eat in a week? 

 

 Answer:  pounds

5  Writing/Reasoning Explain how you decided what to do with the remainder in 
Problem 3. 

(number model)
(number model)

196

SRB

44, 109, 
113–114

SRB

117–119

SRB

177–180, 
191

SRB

113–114

SRB

198 



8VH�\RXU�NQRZOHGJH�RI�GLYLGLQJ�IUDFWLRQV�WR�PDNH�RQO\���ORDI�RI�EUHDG�E\�GLYLGLQJ�WKH�DPRXQW�RI�
HDFK�LQJUHGLHQW�E\���� �
�
�
+RPH�PDGH�%UHDG�5HFLSH���7KLV�UHFLSH�PDNHV���ORDYHV�RI�EUHDG�
�

Ɣ ̈�ēƼƛƦ�Ǖöƞū�Ǖöƴġƞͳͳ
Ɣ ̇͒̈�ēƼƛ�ǕńŊƴġ�ƦƼļöƞͳ
Ɣ ̇�̇͒̈�ƴöĒŢġƦƛŸŸŭƦ�öēƴŊǔġ�ĚƞǛ�ǛġöƦƴͳ
Ɣ ̇�̇͒̈�ƴġöƦƛŸŸŭƦ�ƦöŢƴͳ
Ɣ ̇͒̊�ēƼƛ�ǔġļġƴöĒŢġ�ŸŊŢͳ
Ɣ ̋�ēƼƛƦ�ĻŢŸƼƞͳͳ

�
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$GYDQFHG�'LYLVLRQ

�� ��� � ��� �� ��� �� ���

�� ��� � ��� � ��� � ���

�� ��� � ��� �� ��� � ���

�� ��� �� ��� � ��� �� ���

&UHDWHG�XVLQJ�WKH�$GYDQFHG�'LYLVLRQ�:RUNVKHHW�*HQHUDWRU�RQ
6XSHU�7HDFKHU�:RUNVKHHWV��ZZZ�VXSHUWHDFKHUZRUNVKHHWV�FRP�



:HHNO\�0DWK�3URPSWV



2.	Circle	every	number	below	that	is	divisible	by	3.

1.	Circle	every	even	number	(divisible	by	2).

24					683					9746					2673					6040					7351					

4.	Circle	every	number	below	that	is	divisible	by	4.

4628					69431,					3800,					1816					9250					7432

5.	Circle	every	number	below	that	is	divisible	by	5.

5620					705					8953					3875					156				8532

6.	Circle	every	number	below	that	is	divisible	by	25.
	

500					675					835					7460					8500					650

7002					1635					5683					184				12632					594		

3.	Circle	every	number	below	that	is	divisible	by	9.

98136					45273					9072					682					4736			20758

www.mathcurious.com



Super Teacher Worksheets - www.superteacherworksheets.com

Name:

Dividing Fractions

Example:

reciprocals

Dividing by a number is the
same as multiplying by its reciprocal.

4
7

2
3 = x

3
8

4
5

a. 4
9

1
5

c.3
5

1
3

b.

6
74d. f.1

5
5
8

e.

g. i.h.

j. k. l.

.. 4
7

3
2

=x4
7

3
2

12
14 = 6

7

.. .. ..

3
5

7
8

.... ..

3
5

2
3

7
9

1
2

8
9

4
5

7
87 3

7
4
5

.. .. ..

2
3

8
9

.... ..
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KWWSV���ZZZ�VFLHQFHEXGGLHV�RUJ�VWHP�DFWLYLWLHV�SDSHU�UROOHU�FRDVWHU"IURP <RX7XEH�LQVWUXFWLRQV ���

%XLOG�D�3DSHU�5ROOHU�&RDVWHU

$&7,9(�7,0(
���PLQXWHV�WR���KRXU

727$/�352-(&7�7,0(
���PLQXWHV�WR���KRXU

.(<�&21&(376
3RWHQWLDO�HQHUJ\��NLQHWLF�HQHUJ\��IULFWLRQ��FRQVHUYDWLRQ�RI�HQHUJ\

KWWSV���ZZZ�\RXWXEH�FRP�ZDWFK"Y 8�;<]3IXW%V��KWWSV���ZZZ�\RXWXEH�FRP�ZDWFK"Y 8�;<]3IXW%V�

,QWURGXFWLRQ

+DYH�\RX�HYHU�ULGGHQ�D�UROOHU�FRDVWHU"�+DYH�\RX�HYHU�ZDQWHG�WR�GHVLJQ�\RXU�RZQ"�7KHUH�DUH�SOHQW\�RI�H[SHQVLYH�WR\V�DQG�HYHQ�YLGHR�JDPHV�WKDW�ZLOO�OHW�\RX�EXLOG�\RXU
RZQ�FRDVWHUV²EXW�LQ�WKLV�SURMHFW�\RX
OO�PDNH�RQH�RXW�RI�SDSHU�DQG�WDSH��DQG�OHDUQ�DERXW�UROOHU�FRDVWHU�SK\VLFV�DORQJ�WKH�ZD\�

&UHGLWV

%HQ�)LQLR��3K'��6FLHQFH�%XGGLHV

7KLV�DFWLYLW\�LV�QRW�DSSURSULDWH�IRU�XVH�DV�D�VFLHQFH�IDLU�SURMHFW��*RRG�VFLHQFH�IDLU�SURMHFWV�KDYH�D�VWURQJHU�IRFXV�RQ�FRQWUROOLQJ�YDULDEOHV��WDNLQJ�DFFXUDWH
PHDVXUHPHQWV��DQG�DQDO\]LQJ�GDWD��7R�ILQG�D�VFLHQFH�IDLU�SURMHFW�WKDW�LV�MXVW�ULJKW�IRU�\RX��EURZVH�RXU�OLEUDU\�RI�RYHU�������6FLHQFH�)DLU�3URMHFW�,GHDV
�KWWS���ZZZ�VFLHQFHEXGGLHV�RUJ�VFLHQFH�IDLU�SURMHFWV�VFLHQFH�SURMHFWV��RU�XVH�WKH�7RSLF�6HOHFWLRQ�:L]DUG��KWWS���ZZZ�VFLHQFHEXGGLHV�RUJ�VFLHQFH�IDLU�SURMHFWV�WRSLF�VHOHFWLRQ�ZL]DUG�EDFNJURXQG�LQIR��WR�JHW�D
SHUVRQDOL]HG�SURMHFW�UHFRPPHQGDWLRQ�

0DWHULDOV
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KWWSV���ZZZ�VFLHQFHEXGGLHV�RUJ�VWHP�DFWLYLWLHV�SDSHU�UROOHU�FRDVWHU"IURP <RX7XEH�LQVWUXFWLRQV ���

3DSHU
7DSH
6FLVVRUV
5XOHU
3HQFLO
&RUUXJDWHG�FDUGERDUG
0DUEOH�

3UHS�:RUN

���%HIRUH�\RX�WU\�EXLOGLQJ�DQ�HQWLUH�UROOHU�FRDVWHU��SUDFWLFH�EXLOGLQJ�WKH�LQGLYLGXDO�WUDFN�VHJPHQWV��<RX�FDQ�SULQW�WKLV�WHPSODWH��KWWS���ZZZ�VFLHQFHEXGGLHV�RUJ�VFLHQFH�DFWLYLWLHV�SDSHU�
UROOHU�FRDVWHU�WHPSODWH�Y��SGI��DQG�FXW�RXW�WKH�SLHFHV��RU�IROORZ�WKH�LQVWUXFWLRQV�WR�GUDZ�\RXU�RZQ�ZLWK�D�SHQFLO�DQG�UXOHU�
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KWWSV���ZZZ�VFLHQFHEXGGLHV�RUJ�VWHP�DFWLYLWLHV�SDSHU�UROOHU�FRDVWHU"IURP <RX7XEH�LQVWUXFWLRQV ���

���7R�EXLOG�D�VWUDLJKW�VHJPHQW�
D��&XW�D�����FP����LQFK��ZLGH�VWULS�RI�SDSHU�
E��'UDZ�WZR�SDUDOOHO�OLQHV�WKDW�GLYLGH�LW�LQWR�WKUHH�����FP�ZLGH�VWULSV�
F��)ROG�WKH�WZR�VLGHV�XS����GHJUHHV�DORQJ�WKRVH�OLQHV�WR�IRUP�ZDOOV�
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KWWSV���ZZZ�VFLHQFHEXGGLHV�RUJ�VWHP�DFWLYLWLHV�SDSHU�UROOHU�FRDVWHU"IURP <RX7XEH�LQVWUXFWLRQV ���

���7R�EXLOG�D�ORRS�RU�D�KLOO�
D��&XW�D�����FP����LQFK��ZLGH�VWULS�RI�SDSHU�
E��'UDZ�WZR�SDUDOOHO�OLQHV�WKDW�GLYLGH�LW�LQWR�WKUHH�����FP�ZLGH�VWULSV�
F��0DNH�PDUNV�HYHU\�����FP�DORQJ�WKH�ORQJ�HGJHV�RI�WKH�SDSHU�
G��&XW�LQZDUG�����FP�IURP�WKHVH�PDUNV�WR�IRUP�WDEV�
H��)ROG�WKH�WDEV�XS����GHJUHHV�
I��%HQG�WKH�WUDFN�LQWR�WKH�VKDSH�\RX�ZDQW��DQG�WDSH�WKH�WDEV�WRJHWKHU�WR�KROG�LW�LQ�SODFH��7KLV�VWHS�LV�HDVLHU�ZLWK�WZR�SHRSOH��RQH�WR�KROG�WKH�WUDFN�LQ�SODFH�DQG
RQH�WR�GR�WKH�WDSLQJ�
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KWWSV���ZZZ�VFLHQFHEXGGLHV�RUJ�VWHP�DFWLYLWLHV�SDSHU�UROOHU�FRDVWHU"IURP <RX7XEH�LQVWUXFWLRQV ���

���7R�EXLOG�D�FXUYH�
D��&XW�D�����FP����LQFK��ZLGH�VWULS�RI�SDSHU�
E��'UDZ�WZR�SDUDOOHO�OLQHV�WKDW�GLYLGH�LW�LQWR�WKUHH�����FP�ZLGH�VWULSV�
F��0DNH�PDUNV�HYHU\�����FP�DORQJ�RQH�ORQJ�HGJH�RI�WKH�SDSHU�
G��&XW�LQZDUG���FP����LQFKHV��IURP�WKHVH�PDUNV�
H��)ROG�XS�WKH�XQFXW�VLGH�RI�WKH�SDSHU����GHJUHHV�WR�IRUP�D�ZDOO�
I��)ROG�XS�WKH�WDEV�RQ�WKH�RWKHU�VLGH�WR�IRUP�WKH�RWKHU�ZDOO�
J��6LQFH�WKH�ERWWRP�SRUWLRQ�RI�WKH�WUDFN�LV�FXW�LQWR�VHJPHQWV��\RX�FDQ�EHQG�LW�KRUL]RQWDOO\�WR�IRUP�D�FXUYH��7DSH�WKH�WDEV�WRJHWKHU�WR�KROG�WKH�FXUYH�LQ�SODFH�



�������� %XLOG�D�3DSHU�5ROOHU�&RDVWHU�_�67(0�$FWLYLW\

KWWSV���ZZZ�VFLHQFHEXGGLHV�RUJ�VWHP�DFWLYLWLHV�SDSHU�UROOHU�FRDVWHU"IURP <RX7XEH�LQVWUXFWLRQV ���

���7R�EXLOG�D�VXSSRUW�VWUXW�
D��&XW�D������FP������LQFK��ZLGH�VWULS�RI�SDSHU�
E��'UDZ�IRXU�SDUDOOHO�OLQHV�WKDW�GLYLGH�LW�LQWR�ILYH������FP������LQFK��ZLGH�VWULSV�
F��&XW�LQZDUG�����FP�DORQJ�WKHVH�OLQHV�IURP�RQH�HGJH�
G��)ROG�DORQJ�WKH�OLQHV�WR�IRUP�D�VTXDUH�VKDSH��VR�WZR�RI�WKH�VHJPHQWV�RYHUODS���DQG�XVH�WDSH�WR�KROG�LQ�SODFH�
H��)ROG�WKH�WDEV�\RX�FXW�DW�WKH�HQG�RXWZDUG��7KLV�ZLOO�DOORZ�\RX�WR�WDSH�WKH�WDEV�IODW�WR�D�SLHFH�RI�FDUGERDUG��VR�\RXU�VWUXW�FDQ�VWDQG�XSULJKW�

3URFHGXUH

���%HIRUH�\RX�VWDUW�EXLOGLQJ��SODQ�RXW�D�GHVLJQ�IRU�\RXU�UROOHU�FRDVWHU��'UDZ�\RXU�GHVLJQ�RQ�SDSHU��)LJXUH�RXW�KRZ�PDQ\�VXSSRUWV�DQG�SLHFHV�RI�WUDFN�\RX�ZLOO�QHHG�
0DNH�VXUH�\RXU�PDUEOH�VWDUWV�DW�WKH�WRS�RI�D�KLOO�

���8VLQJ�D�SLHFH�RI�FRUUXJDWHG�FDUGERDUG�DV�D�EDVH��DVVHPEOH�\RXU�WUDFN�DFFRUGLQJ�WR�\RXU�SODQ��7DSH�WKH�WUDFN�VHJPHQWV�WRJHWKHU�HQG�WR�HQG�WR�FRQQHFW�WKHP�
���3ODFH�WKH�PDUEOH�DW�WKH�WRS�RI�\RXU�WUDFN�DQG�OHW�LW�JR��:DWFK�FDUHIXOO\�

:KDW�KDSSHQV"�'RHV�LW�PDNH�LW�WKH�ZKROH�ZD\�WKURXJK�WKH�WUDFN"

���,I�WKH�PDUEOH�PDGH�LW�WKH�ZKROH�ZD\�WR�WKH�HQG��WU\�PDNLQJ�\RXU�WUDFN�ORQJHU�E\�DGGLQJ�PRUH�SLHFHV�

+RZ�ORQJ�FDQ�\RX�PDNH�\RXU�WUDFN�EHIRUH�WKH�PDUEOH�FRPHV�WR�D�VWRS"
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KWWSV���ZZZ�VFLHQFHEXGGLHV�RUJ�VWHP�DFWLYLWLHV�SDSHU�UROOHU�FRDVWHU"IURP <RX7XEH�LQVWUXFWLRQV ���

���,I�\RXU�PDUEOH�GLGQ
W�PDNH�LW�WR�WKH�HQG��WU\�WR�ILJXUH�RXW�ZK\��,V�WKHUH�D�VSRW�LQ�\RXU�WUDFN�ZKHUH�WKH�PDUEOH�JRW�VWXFN"�:DV�WKH�PDUEOH�JRLQJ�WRR�VORZ�WR�PDNH�LW
WKURXJK�D�ORRS"�,I�QHFHVVDU\��PDNH�FKDQJHV�WR�\RXU�GHVLJQ��OLNH�PDNLQJ�WKH�FXUYHV�PRUH�JUDGXDO�RU�WKH�VWDUWLQJ�KLOO�WDOOHU��DQG�WU\�DJDLQ��

:KDW�+DSSHQHG"

,I�\RX�PDGH�\RXU�VWDUWLQJ�KLOO�WDOO�HQRXJK��DQG�DOO�WKH�FXUYHV�DQG�ORRSV�RI�\RXU�UROOHU�FRDVWHU�ZHUH�JUDGXDO��\RXU�PDUEOH�VKRXOG�KDYH�EHHQ�DEOH�WR�JHW�DOO�WKH�ZD\�WR�WKH�HQG�
+RZHYHU��LI�\RXU�FRDVWHU�KDG�DQ\�VKDUS�WXUQV�RU�FRUQHUV��\RXU�PDUEOH�PLJKW�KDYH�JRWWHQ�VWXFN��,I�\RX�WULHG�WR�KDYH�\RXU�PDUEOH�JR�XS�D�KLOO�RU�WKURXJK�D�ORRS�WKDW�ZDV�WDOOHU
WKDQ�WKH�KLOO�LW�VWDUWHG�RQ��LW�ZRXOGQ
W�PDNH�LW�DOO�WKH�ZD\�WKURXJK��:K\�QRW"�,W�LV�DOO�DERXW�HQHUJ\��5HDG�WKH�'LJJLQJ�'HHSHU���H[SORUHPRUH��VHFWLRQ�WR�OHDUQ�PRUH�DERXW�WKH
SK\VLFV�EHKLQG�UROOHU�FRDVWHUV�

'LJJLQJ�'HHSHU
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KWWSV���ZZZ�VFLHQFHEXGGLHV�RUJ�VWHP�DFWLYLWLHV�SDSHU�UROOHU�FRDVWHU"IURP <RX7XEH�LQVWUXFWLRQV ���

5ROOHU�FRDVWHUV�DUH�DOO�DERXW�SK\VLFV��8QOLNH�RWKHU�YHKLFOHV�OLNH�FDUV�DQG�WUDLQV��UROOHU�FRDVWHUV�GR�QRW�KDYH�DQ�HQJLQH�WKDW�SURSHOV�WKHP�DORQJ�WKH�WUDFN��,QVWHDG��WKH\�UHO\
RQ�JUDYLWDWLRQDO�SRWHQWLDO�HQHUJ\��ZKLFK�WKH\�JDLQ�E\�LQLWLDOO\�EHLQJ�WRZHG�XS�D�ODUJH�KLOO��3RWHQWLDO�HQHUJ\�LV��VWRUHG��EHFDXVH�RI�DQ�REMHFW
V�HOHYDWLRQ��RU�KHLJKW�RII�WKH
JURXQG��:KHQ�WKH�FRDVWHU�VWDUWV�JRLQJ�GRZQ�WKH�KLOO��WKH�SRWHQWLDO�HQHUJ\�LV�FRQYHUWHG�WR�NLQHWLF�HQHUJ\��RU�WKH�HQHUJ\�RI�WKH�PRWLRQ��:KHQ�WKH�FRDVWHU�JRHV�EDFN�XS
DQRWKHU�KLOO��LW�ZLOO�ORVH�NLQHWLF�HQHUJ\��LW�ZLOO�VORZ�GRZQ��DQG�JDLQ�VRPH�SRWHQWLDO�HQHUJ\�DJDLQ��6RPH�RI�WKH�HQHUJ\�LV�DOVR�FRQYHUWHG�WR�KHDW�GXH�WR�DLU�UHVLVWDQFH�DQG
IULFWLRQ�ZLWK�WKH�WUDFN��JUDGXDOO\�FDXVLQJ�WKH�FRDVWHU�WR�VORZ�GRZQ��7KLV�SURFHVV�FRQWLQXHV�DV�WKH�FRDVWHU�JRHV�WKURXJK�ORRSV��KLOOV��DQG�WXUQV��XQWLO�HYHQWXDOO\�LW�FRPHV
EDFN�WR�WKH�EHJLQQLQJ�

'XH�WR�FRQVHUYDWLRQ�RI�HQHUJ\��WKH�WRWDO�DPRXQW�RI�HQHUJ\�LQ�WKH�V\VWHP�PXVW�EH�FRQVHUYHG��RU�VWD\�WKH�VDPH���WKH�WRWDO�DPRXQW�RI�NLQHWLF�HQHUJ\�DQG�HQHUJ\�ORVW�GXH�WR
IULFWLRQ�FDQ�QHYHU�EH�JUHDWHU�WKDQ�WKH�LQLWLDO�DPRXQW�RI�SRWHQWLDO�HQHUJ\�WKDW�WKH�FRDVWHU�KDV��7KDW�PHDQV�FRDVWHU�GHVLJQHUV�KDYH�WR�PDNH�VXUH�WKH�FRDVWHU�KDV�HQRXJK
LQLWLDO�SRWHQWLDO�HQHUJ\�WR�PDNH�LW�WKURXJK�WKH�UHVW�RI�WKH�WUDFN��7KLV�SODFHV�VRPH�OLPLWV�RQ�WKH�GHVLJQ��)RU�H[DPSOH��WKH�FRDVWHU�FDQQRW�JR�WKURXJK�D�ORRS�RU�RYHU�D�KLOO�WKDW
LV�WDOOHU�WKDQ�WKH�VWDUWLQJ�KLOO��EHFDXVH�JRLQJ�KLJKHU�ZRXOG�UHTXLUH�PRUH�HQHUJ\�WKDQ�LW�KDV�DYDLODEOH��,I�WKH�WUDFN�LV�WRR�ORQJ��IULFWLRQ�PLJKW�HYHQWXDOO\�FDXVH�WKH�FRDVWHU�WR
FRPH�WR�D�FRPSOHWH�VWRS�

7R�EXLOG�D�VXFFHVVIXO�SDSHU�FRDVWHU��\RX�KDG�WR�WDNH�WKHVH�IDFWRUV�LQWR�FRQVLGHUDWLRQ��6LQFH�VRPH�HQHUJ\�LV�DOZD\V�ORVW�WR�IULFWLRQ��\RXU�VWDUWLQJ�KLOO�KDV�WR�EH�WDOOHU�WKDQ�DQ\
RWKHU�KLOOV�RU�ORRSV�LQ�\RXU�FRDVWHU��,I�\RX�KDG�DQ\�ORQJ��IODW�VHJPHQWV��WKH�PDUEOH�PLJKW�KDYH�UROOHG�WR�D�VWRS�EHFDXVH�RI�IULFWLRQ��<RX�KDYH�WR�PDNH�VXUH�\RXU�PDUEOH�KDV
HQRXJK�SRWHQWLDO�HQHUJ\�WR�PDNH�LW�WKURXJK�\RXU�ZKROH�WUDFN��6R�LI�\RX�KDG�WURXEOH��JR�EDFN�DQG�WU\�PDNLQJ�\RXU�VWDUWLQJ�KLOO�WDOOHU�
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⭐This is a MUST do!
Read to yourself (or 
someone else) for 20- 30 
minutes or more daily.

Raz Kids, NewsELA, DK 
Kids, Scholastic, Epic! or 
Reading Plus- Choose a 
book/story and answer the 
questions after you read. 
Choose this at least once a 
week.

Listen to a story/book read 
by your teacher,  librarian, or 

your grown-up.
Your teacher will discuss 

this box with you!

      
       Watch the video to learn 
about Memoir.
What is a Memoir Video
Read this memoir by a 5th 
grader and complete the “Self 
Revision Template” using this 
piece of writing, (pretending 
you wrote it).

Example of a Memoir

Self Revision Template

Read the biography of Bruno 
Mars

Use the text to help you 
answer the questions. 

A memoir is an 
autobiographical short story 

about a specific event in a 
person’s life. Read The 

Jacket by Gary Soto. Use the 
text to help answer the 

questions about the text

       

      Keep  a journal of your social 
distancing. Write in it what you 
do everyday.
Detail how your day is different 
with remote learning and social 
distancing at home than before. 
Describe the events 
sequencing your day.  (School 
time, family time, free time, 
etc.)

IXL
Idioms and Adages

CC.1
CC.2
CC.3

Compare and Contrast 
Memoirs vs. Biographies
After reading these two 

Passages about Langston 
Hughes, complete the 
Biography vs Memoir 

worksheet.
Langston Hughes.pdf

Biography vs. Memoir.pdf

    Watch Memoir of a 
Goldfish

Try writing a memoir from 
your pet’s perspective. If you 
don’t have a pet, try it from a 

bird or chipmunk’s point of 
view. Use the Self Revision 
Template to help you write 

the memoir.

Try a Bio Poem 
Use the template to create a 
Bio-Poem of your own. Use 

the example to help you. 

Writing Prompt
Write your own biography or 

a memoir from an event in 
your life that was funny or 

taught you a lesson. Use the 
Self Revision Template to 

help you.
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Instructions: List the important events from the final section of Elizabeth Blackwell: America’s First Woman 
Doctor. Then, use the information to create a summary of the final section in the Summary Box.

Who What When

Where Why

Summary
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THE JACKET ��
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�����I remember the green 
coat that I wore in fifth and sixth grades when you either danced like 
a champ or pressed yourself against a greasy wall, bitter as a penny 
toward the happy couples. 

When I needed a new jacket and my mother asked what kind I 
wanted, I described something like bikers wear: black leather and 
silver studs� with enough belts to hold down a small town. We were 
in the kitchen, steam on the windows from her cooking. She listened 
so long while stirring dinner that I thought she understood for sure 
the kind I wanted. The next day when I got home from school, I 
discovered draped on my bedpost a jacket the color of day-old 
guacamole.� I threw my books on the bed and approached the jacket 
slowly, as if it were a stranger whose hand I had to shake. I touched 
the vinyl sleeve, the collar, and peeked at the mustard-colored 
lining. 

From the kitchen mother yelled that my jacket was in the closet. 
I closed the door to her voice and pulled at the rack of clothes in the 
closet, hoping the jacket on the bedpost wasn’t for me but my mean 
brother. No luck. I gave up. From my bed, I stared at the jacket. I 
wanted to cry because it was so ugly and so big that I knew I’d have 
to wear it a long time. I was a small kid, thin as a young tree, and it 
would be years before I’d have a new one. I stared at the jacket, like 
an enemy, thinking bad things before I took off my old jacket whose 
sleeves climbed halfway to my elbow. 

I put the big jacket on. I zipped it up and down several times, 
and rolled the cuffs up so they didn’t cover my hands. I put my 
hands in the pockets and flapped the jacket like a bird’s wings. I 
stood in front of the mirror, full face, then profile, and then looked 
over my shoulder as if someone had called me. I sat on the bed, 
stood against the bed, and combed my hair to see what I would look 
like doing something natural. I looked ugly. I threw it on my 
brother’s bed and looked at it for a long time before I slipped it on 
and went out to the backyard, smiling a “thank you” to my mom as I 
passed her in the kitchen. With my hands in my pockets I kicked a 
ball against the fence, and then climbed it to sit looking into the 
alley. I hurled orange peels at the mouth of an open garbage can and 
when the peels were gone I watched the white puffs of my breath 
thin to nothing. 
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Teach the Model

Summary
Gary Soto tells a story from his own 
youth. He recalls his enthusiasm for 
getting a new jacket when he outgrew 
his old one. Soto’s vision of the perfect 
jacket was a black leather biker’s-style 
jacket. Unfortunately, his mother had 
different ideas. She surprised him with 
an avocado-colored jacket with a 
mustard yellow lining. Soto was 
embarrassed to wear the jacket but 
had no choice. In this humorous 
memoir, he recounts the mishaps and 
misfortunes of his middle school years, 
all of which he blames on the fact that 
he had to wear what he considered a 
less-than-fashionable jacket.

 More by This Author
Students who like “The Jacket” might 
enjoy other stories by Soto. Examples 
include Taking Sides and Baseball in 
April and Other Stories.

264 UNIT 3 NONFICTION

 ���     
W
          

W

IRRORS  INDOWS

The Mirrors 
& Windows 
questions at 
the end of 

the story focus on the theme of 
remembrance. Before they begin 
reading, ask students to think 
about their past. Are there 
decisions that they would change, 
knowing what they now know?

Program Resources
Planning and Assessment
Program Planning Guide, Selection Lesson Plan
E-Lesson Planner
Assessment Guide, Lesson Test
ExamView

Technology Tools 
Interactive Student Text on CD
Visual Teaching Package
Audio Library
mirrorsandwindows.com 

Meeting the Standards
Nonfiction: Unit 3, Reading Model, pp. 19–27

Quiz Mirrors
&

Windows
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�����I remember the green 
coat that I wore in fifth and sixth grades when you either danced like 
a champ or pressed yourself against a greasy wall, bitter as a penny 
toward the happy couples. 

When I needed a new jacket and my mother asked what kind I 
wanted, I described something like bikers wear: black leather and 
silver studs� with enough belts to hold down a small town. We were 
in the kitchen, steam on the windows from her cooking. She listened 
so long while stirring dinner that I thought she understood for sure 
the kind I wanted. The next day when I got home from school, I 
discovered draped on my bedpost a jacket the color of day-old 
guacamole.� I threw my books on the bed and approached the jacket 
slowly, as if it were a stranger whose hand I had to shake. I touched 
the vinyl sleeve, the collar, and peeked at the mustard-colored 
lining. 

From the kitchen mother yelled that my jacket was in the closet. 
I closed the door to her voice and pulled at the rack of clothes in the 
closet, hoping the jacket on the bedpost wasn’t for me but my mean 
brother. No luck. I gave up. From my bed, I stared at the jacket. I 
wanted to cry because it was so ugly and so big that I knew I’d have 
to wear it a long time. I was a small kid, thin as a young tree, and it 
would be years before I’d have a new one. I stared at the jacket, like 
an enemy, thinking bad things before I took off my old jacket whose 
sleeves climbed halfway to my elbow. 

I put the big jacket on. I zipped it up and down several times, 
and rolled the cuffs up so they didn’t cover my hands. I put my 
hands in the pockets and flapped the jacket like a bird’s wings. I 
stood in front of the mirror, full face, then profile, and then looked 
over my shoulder as if someone had called me. I sat on the bed, 
stood against the bed, and combed my hair to see what I would look 
like doing something natural. I looked ugly. I threw it on my 
brother’s bed and looked at it for a long time before I slipped it on 
and went out to the backyard, smiling a “thank you” to my mom as I 
passed her in the kitchen. With my hands in my pockets I kicked a 
ball against the fence, and then climbed it to sit looking into the 
alley. I hurled orange peels at the mouth of an open garbage can and 
when the peels were gone I watched the white puffs of my breath 
thin to nothing. 
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THE JACKET 265

Analyze Literature
Autobiography Explain that an 
autobiography is the true story of a 
person’s life written by the person. 
The writer tells about events and 
situations that will be interesting to 
readers. Have students brainstorm 
other experiences fifth and sixth 
graders have that might be interesting 
to retell in an autobiography.

Analyze Literature
Memoir Answer: It is written from 
the first-person point of view. The use 
of the pronouns I, we, my, and so on 
show that the memoir is written in the 
first person. A

Use Reading Strategies
Visualize Answer: Details include 
“color of day-old guacamole,” 
“vinyl sleeve,” and “mustard-colored 
lining.” B

Use Reading Strategies
Visualize Ask students to listen as 
you read aloud the first page. Tell 
them to close their eyes and picture in 
their minds what you are reading. 
Then ask students to open their eyes 
and describe the main events they 
visualized. Finally, have them record 
in sketches and/or words events that 
have happened so far in the story. As 
students read on, continue to have 
them add notes on what they 
visualize.

Differentiated Instruction
Reading Proficiency
Be sure students understand the beginning of the 
story. Use a reader’s theater approach with students 
working in pairs. Have one student play the role of 
the mother and the other of the boy. Ask pairs to 
act out the events that happen on the first page.

English Language Learning
Read aloud the description of the jacket. Have 
students draw the jacket and use colored markers or 
pencils to color it as described in the selection. Then 
write the words jacket, sleeve, collar, and lining on 
the board. Have students use these words to write 
titles and captions for their drawings.

B

A
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“Man, that’s ugly,” I heard the buzz-buzz of gossip and even laughter 
that I knew was meant for me. 

And so I went, in my guacamole-colored jacket. So embarrassed, 
so hurt, I couldn’t even do my homework. I received Cs on quizzes, 
and forgot the state capitals and the rivers of South America, our 
friendly neighbor. Even the girls who had been friendly blew away 
like loose flowers to follow the boys in neat jackets. 

I wore that thing for three years until the sleeves grew short and 
my forearms stuck out like the necks of turtles. All during that time 
no love came to me—no little dark girl in a Sunday dress she wore 
on Monday. At lunchtime I stayed with the ugly boys who leaned 
against the chainlink fence and looked around with propellers	 of 
grass spinning in our mouths. We saw girls walk by alone, saw 
couples, hand in hand, their heads like bookends pressing air 
together. We saw them and spun our propellers so fast our faces 
were blurs. 

I blame that jacket for those bad years. I blame my mother for 
her bad taste and her cheap ways. It was a sad time for the heart. 
With a friend I spent my sixth-grade year in a tree in the alley, 
waiting for something good to happen to me in that jacket, which 
had become the ugly brother who tagged along wherever I went. 
And it was about that time that I began to grow. My chest puffed up 
with muscle and, strangely, a few more ribs. Even my hands, those 
fleshy hammers, showed bravely through the cuffs, the fingers 
already hardening for the coming fights. But that L-shaped rip on the 
left sleeve got bigger, bits of stuffing coughed out from its wound 
after a hard day of play. I finally Scotch-taped it closed, but in rain 
or cold weather the tape peeled off like a scab and more stuffing fell 
out until that sleeve shriveled into a palsied
 arm. That winter the 
elbows began to crack and whole chunks of green began to fall off. 
I showed the cracks to my mother, who always seemed to be at the 
stove with steamed-up glasses, and she said that there were children 
in Mexico who would love that jacket. I told her that this was 
America and yelled that Debbie, my sister, didn’t have a jacket like 
mine. I ran outside, ready to cry, and climbed the tree by the alley to 
think bad thoughts and watch my breath puff white and disappear. 
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I jumped down, hands in 
my pockets, and in the 
backyard on my knees I 
teased my dog, Brownie, by 
swooping my arms while 
making bird calls. He jumped 
at me and missed. He jumped 
again and again, until a tooth 
sunk deep, ripping an L-
shaped tear on my left sleeve. 
I pushed Brownie away to 
study the tear as I would a cut 
on my arm. There was no 
blood, only a few loose pieces 
of fuzz. Dumb dog, I thought, 
and pushed him away hard 
when he tried to bite again. I 
got up from my knees and 
went to my bedroom to sit 
with my jacket on my lap, 
with the lights out. 

That was the first afternoon with my new jacket. The next day I 
wore it to sixth grade and got a D on a math quiz. During the 
morning recess Frankie T., the playground terrorist, pushed me to 
the ground and told me to stay there until recess was over. My best 
friend, Steve Negrete, ate an apple while looking at me, and the girls 
turned away to whisper on the monkey bars. The teachers were no 
help: they looked my way and talked about how foolish I looked in 
my new jacket. I saw their heads bob with laughter, their hands 
half-covering their mouths. 

Even though it was cold, I took off the jacket during lunch and 
played kickball in a thin shirt, my arms feeling like Braille� from 
goose bumps. But when I returned to class I slipped the jacket on 
and shivered until I was warm. I sat on my hands, heating them up, 
while my teeth chattered like a cup of crooked dice. Finally warm, I 
slid out of the jacket but a few minutes later put it back on when the 
fire bell rang. We paraded out into the yard where we, the 
sixth graders, walked past all the other grades to stand against the 
back fence. Everybody saw me. Although they didn’t say out loud, 
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Teach the Model

Use Reading Strategies
Visualize Tell students that as they 
visualize what is happening in a story, 
one thing they can picture is the 
expression on the character’s face. 
Model by reading aloud the sentences 
telling about Brownie ripping the 
jacket. Look surprised and horrified 
when you tell about the rip. Look 
depressed as you tell about sitting on 
the bed with the ripped jacket. Reread 
the other incidents in the middle of 
the story. Have students imitate the 
facial expressions they visualize. A

Analyze Literature
Tone Answer: The writer uses an 
informal, humorous tone. For example, 
he exaggerates the danger of Frankie 
T. by calling him a terrorist. He also 
lists the offense of his best friend, 
Steve Negrete, as eating an apple 
while looking at him, which is clearly 
an innocent action that is taken as 
offensive by the hypersensitive 
narrator. B

Use Reading Skills
Identify Sequence of Events  
Suggest that students use their story 
strip to keep track of events in the 
story. Which events are important 
enough to include? Which events can 
be left out?

266 UNIT 3 NONFICTION

English Language Learning
List on the board any verbs you think may be 
unfamiliar to students. For example, you may 
include whisper, bob, shiver, chatter, and parade. 
Act out each word and discuss its meaning. Use the 
word in a sentence. Then have students make up a 
sentence using each word. Have them act out the 
meaning as they share their sentence with the class.

Enrichment
Ask students to work in pairs. Have one student in 
each pair role-play being Gary Soto as a sixth grader 
and the other role-play being a guidance counselor, 
teacher, principal, or other person who is good at 
advising young people. Tell Gary to explain his 
problems to the counselor. Ask the counselor to give 
Gary advice.

A

B
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“Man, that’s ugly,” I heard the buzz-buzz of gossip and even laughter 
that I knew was meant for me. 

And so I went, in my guacamole-colored jacket. So embarrassed, 
so hurt, I couldn’t even do my homework. I received Cs on quizzes, 
and forgot the state capitals and the rivers of South America, our 
friendly neighbor. Even the girls who had been friendly blew away 
like loose flowers to follow the boys in neat jackets. 

I wore that thing for three years until the sleeves grew short and 
my forearms stuck out like the necks of turtles. All during that time 
no love came to me—no little dark girl in a Sunday dress she wore 
on Monday. At lunchtime I stayed with the ugly boys who leaned 
against the chainlink fence and looked around with propellers	 of 
grass spinning in our mouths. We saw girls walk by alone, saw 
couples, hand in hand, their heads like bookends pressing air 
together. We saw them and spun our propellers so fast our faces 
were blurs. 

I blame that jacket for those bad years. I blame my mother for 
her bad taste and her cheap ways. It was a sad time for the heart. 
With a friend I spent my sixth-grade year in a tree in the alley, 
waiting for something good to happen to me in that jacket, which 
had become the ugly brother who tagged along wherever I went. 
And it was about that time that I began to grow. My chest puffed up 
with muscle and, strangely, a few more ribs. Even my hands, those 
fleshy hammers, showed bravely through the cuffs, the fingers 
already hardening for the coming fights. But that L-shaped rip on the 
left sleeve got bigger, bits of stuffing coughed out from its wound 
after a hard day of play. I finally Scotch-taped it closed, but in rain 
or cold weather the tape peeled off like a scab and more stuffing fell 
out until that sleeve shriveled into a palsied
 arm. That winter the 
elbows began to crack and whole chunks of green began to fall off. 
I showed the cracks to my mother, who always seemed to be at the 
stove with steamed-up glasses, and she said that there were children 
in Mexico who would love that jacket. I told her that this was 
America and yelled that Debbie, my sister, didn’t have a jacket like 
mine. I ran outside, ready to cry, and climbed the tree by the alley to 
think bad thoughts and watch my breath puff white and disappear. 
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I jumped down, hands in 
my pockets, and in the 
backyard on my knees I 
teased my dog, Brownie, by 
swooping my arms while 
making bird calls. He jumped 
at me and missed. He jumped 
again and again, until a tooth 
sunk deep, ripping an L-
shaped tear on my left sleeve. 
I pushed Brownie away to 
study the tear as I would a cut 
on my arm. There was no 
blood, only a few loose pieces 
of fuzz. Dumb dog, I thought, 
and pushed him away hard 
when he tried to bite again. I 
got up from my knees and 
went to my bedroom to sit 
with my jacket on my lap, 
with the lights out. 

That was the first afternoon with my new jacket. The next day I 
wore it to sixth grade and got a D on a math quiz. During the 
morning recess Frankie T., the playground terrorist, pushed me to 
the ground and told me to stay there until recess was over. My best 
friend, Steve Negrete, ate an apple while looking at me, and the girls 
turned away to whisper on the monkey bars. The teachers were no 
help: they looked my way and talked about how foolish I looked in 
my new jacket. I saw their heads bob with laughter, their hands 
half-covering their mouths. 

Even though it was cold, I took off the jacket during lunch and 
played kickball in a thin shirt, my arms feeling like Braille� from 
goose bumps. But when I returned to class I slipped the jacket on 
and shivered until I was warm. I sat on my hands, heating them up, 
while my teeth chattered like a cup of crooked dice. Finally warm, I 
slid out of the jacket but a few minutes later put it back on when the 
fire bell rang. We paraded out into the yard where we, the 
sixth graders, walked past all the other grades to stand against the 
back fence. Everybody saw me. Although they didn’t say out loud, 
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Make Connections
Answer: Answers will vary. A possible 
answer might be that the student 
feels sorry for the narrator because he 
or she knows how it feels to be 
laughed at. C

Analyze Literature
Characterization Ask students: 
“Gary says his mother was cheap. Do 
you think that was true? Why do you 
think Mrs. Soto bought the jacket?” 
Have students discuss other details 
from the story that relate to his 
growing up poor. D

Analyze Literature
Hyperbole Explain that when a writer 
wildly exaggerates something on 
purpose, he or she is using hyperbole. 
Say: “When Soto says he spent his sixth 
grade year in a tree in the alley with a 
friend, do you think he really stayed 
there the entire year? How does this 
statement affect the tone of the 
writing?” Have students find other 
examples of hyperbole in the 
memoir. E

Use Reading Strategies
Visualize Answer: Words that 
describe the way the jacket looks now 
include: “stuffing coughed out from its 
wound,” “Scotch-taped,” “tape peeled 
off like a scab,” and “sleeve shriveled 
into a palsied arm.” F

Description
Tell students, “I am really enjoying Soto’s writing. 
One reason is because he does such a good job of 
describing things. I like when he says his jacket was 
the color of day-old guacamole. I can just picture an 
ugly gray-green color.” Ask students to point out 
descriptions in the piece that they like. Point out the 
comparisons Soto makes, such as “he was as thin as 
a young tree.” Have students find other descriptions 

that use comparison. Then ask students to write 
their own description of a piece of clothing they 
strongly like or dislike. Ask them to tell about size, 
color, texture, and decorations. Encourage them to 
use comparisons in describing.

F

C

D

E
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But whole pieces still casually flew off my jacket when I played 
hard, read quietly, or took vicious spelling tests at school. When it hard, read quietly, or took vicious spelling tests at school. When it 
became so spotted that my brother began to call me “camouflage,”�

I flung it over the fence into the alley. Later, however, I swiped the 
jacket off the ground and went inside to drape it across my lap and 
mope. mope. 

I was called to dinner: steam silvered my mother’s glasses as she 
said grace; my brother and sister with their heads bowed made ugly 
faces at their glasses of powdered milk. I gagged too, but eagerly ate 
big rips of buttered tortilla� that held scooped-up beans. Finished, I 
went outside with my jacket across my arm. It was a cold sky. The 
faces of clouds were piled up, hurting. I climbed the fence, jumping 
down with a grunt. I started up the alley and soon slipped into my 
jacket, that green ugly brother who breathed over my shoulder that 
day and ever since.  �
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Use Reading Skills
Identify Cause and Effect Point out 
that Soto thought he was unpopular 
because of his ugly jacket. Ask: “Do 
you think that is the real reason he 
was unpopular? For what other reasons 
might a person feel unpopular?” Point 
out that there can be many reasons. 
Have the class collaborate on a cause-
and-effect chart brainstorming some 
reasons a middle school student might 
not feel popular.

Analyze Literature
Memoir Answer: Students may say 
the tone has grown more accepting or 
less angry. A

268 UNIT 3 NONFICTION

Reading Proficiency
Have students review their completed story strips. 
Explain that the strips show details from the story. 
To be sure students have the big picture, help them 
create a statement of the main idea of the memoir 
based on the story details they have recorded.

 ���     
W
          

W

IRRORS  INDOWS

You may 
want to ask 
students to 
write a 

journal entry or quick write, or 
divide students into discussion 
groups or lead a whole-class 
discussion about this question. 
Answer: Answers will vary. 
Students may have experienced 
something that would have 
totally changed their lives if it 
had gone differently. The 
reasons for this might include 
that we are often faced by 
choices that will lead us down 
one path in life rather than 
another.

Ask the Author
Divide the class into small groups. Have each 
group brainstorm and list some questions they 
would like to ask Gary Soto. Have each group 
pass its questions to another group, which will 
then pretend to be the author and answer in the 
way they think Soto would. Have groups 
share some of the questions and answers 
with the class. Model a question: “What 
other clothing item have you owned 
that deeply affected your life?”

TEACHING NOTE

A
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The Jacket A Memoir by Gary Soto

Use the reading passage to help support your answers to the questions. Use evidence from 
the text and your own thinking to respond in a thoughtful way to each question. Please use 
correct punctuation, capitalization, and complete sentences. 


1. How does the jacket the narrator receives compare to the one that he wanted?


2. (a)Summarize some of the unfortunate things that happen to the narrator during the years 
that he wears the jacket. (b)How many were caused because of the jacket? (Be sure to answer 
BOTH parts of the question.)


3. Why does the narrator tell his mother that he does not like the jacket?


4. At the end of the memoir, how have the narrator’s feelings about the jacket changed?


5. In this story, Soto says the blames the Jacket for those bad years. Think of a time when you 
have felt that a situation or experience would have been better if only one thing had been 
different. Explain that situation and why you feel it would have been better. 
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Identify the Idiom
Idioms are sayings that have a figurative meaning that is different from its literal, or real, meaning. 

Example: !e test was a piece of cake.

"e idiom in the example is piece of cake. "e figurative meaning is 
something that is easy. 

Below are sentences that have idioms. Underline the idiom in each 
sentence and write its figurative meaning under the sentence.

1. If you want to be a singer, you should give it a shot.
meaning: 

2. "e meeting completely slipped my mind.
meaning: 

3. She gets a kick out of watching cartoons.
meaning: 

4. Are you having second thoughts about getting a pet?
meaning: 

5. It’s late; let’s call it a day.
meaning: 

6. I saw Olive at the store, and she gave me the cold shoulder.
meaning: 

7. Karen’s mother baked her birthday cake from scratch.
meaning: 

8. Liz is the type of friend who stays with you through thick and thin.
meaning:  

9. I don’t always see eye to eye with Jim.
meaning: 

10. His brother had to go home and hit the books.
meaning: 

Name: ___________________________



Name: Double-Bubble Map 

Topic 1 Topic 2 

Similarities Differences  Differences  

Williams’sWinners 

Melissa Knight
Biography

Melissa Knight
Memoir

Melissa Knight
Author’s Point of View

Melissa Knight
Author’s Point of View

Melissa Knight
Process to gather the story

Melissa Knight
Process to gather the story

Melissa Knight
Author’s purpose

Melissa Knight
Author’s purpose

Melissa Knight
Compare

Melissa Knight
Contrast

Melissa Knight
Contrast



Langston Hughes-A Biography

Langston Hughes wrote from 1926 to 1967. In that time he wrote 

more than 60 books, including poems, novels, short stories, plays, 

children's poetry, musicals, operas, and autobiographies. He was the first African 

American to support himself as a writer, and he wrote from his own experience.

Langston Hughes, whose full name was James Mercer Langston Hughes, was 

born in 1902 in Joplin, Missouri. He was the only son of James Nathaniel Hughes and 

Carrie Mercer Langston. His parents divorced when he was young and his father moved 

to Mexico. Because his mother traveled a lot to find work and was often absent, his 

grandmother raised Hughes until he was 12. His childhood was lonely and he often 

occupied himself with books. It was Hughes's grandmother, a great storyteller, who 

transferred to him her love of literature and the importance of becoming educated.

In 1914 he moved to Lincoln, Illinois, to live with his mother and her new 

husband. It was here that he started writing poetry — he wrote his first poem in the 

eighth grade. A year later the family relocated to Cleveland, Ohio. Despite all the moving 

around, Hughes was a good student and excelled in his studies. During his senior year 

at Central High School in Cleveland, Ohio, he was voted class poet and editor of the 

yearbook.

After high school, Hughes traveled in Mexico, Europe, and Africa — sometimes 

by working on freighters. By 1924 he had settled in Harlem, New York, and was an 

important figure during the Harlem Renaissance. The Harlem Renaissance was an 

African-American cultural movement that focused on literature, music, theater, art, and 

politics. One of his favorite pastimes was to sit in clubs and listen to the blues as he 

wrote his poetry. Hughes died on May 22, 1967, in New York, NY.



Excerpt From The Big Sea (A Memoir)
by Langston Hughes 

One afternoon I had had tea with a woman in New York to whom 
I mentioned that I was trying to find a way to go back to college. I 
said I wanted to find out what makes the world the kind of world 
it is. She had one son in college herself, and so was very 
sympathetic. The next time I saw her, I told her about Lincoln. She 
listened and at Christmas, the Christmas of 1925, there came a 
letter from her, offering me a scholarship at Lincoln. It was the 
happiest holiday gift I’ve ever received. My poems had caused 
me to meet her. My poems—through the kindness of this woman 
who liked poetry—sent me to college. So at the mid-year I entered 
Lincoln, and remained there until I received my degree. 

Hughes, Langston. The Big Sea: An Autobiography (American Century Series) 
(p. 220). Farrar, Straus and Giroux. Kindle Edition. 



Name _______________      Title of Piece Revised ______________________________ 

SELF-REVISION WORKSHEET FOR MEMOIRS 
 
1. I told the names of the people involved in my memory. 

List their names: _________________________________________________ 
 
2. I told what the subject of my story is.  (Example: I got caught sneaking out.) 

List the subject: _________________________________________________ 
 
3. I told when the story takes place. 

List “when” here: ________________________________________________ 
 
Choose one of these methods of “time”: 

a) Day (Monday, Tuesday, etc.)   ________ 
b) Time (12:00, late afternoon, etc.)  ________ 
c) Season (spring, fall)    ________ 
d) Other (specify) _________________  ________ 

 
4. I told where the story takes place. 

List “where” here: ________________________________________________ 
 
5. I told why this memory is special to me. 

List “why” here: _________________________________________________ 
 
6. I described what happened in five or more sentences.  YES  NO 
 
7. I described what happened using at least three of the five senses, and used them 

appropriately.  Circle the senses you used: 
 

see  hear  taste   touch   smell 
 
8. My story has an interesting hook. 

List it here: _____________________________________________________ 
 
     _____________________________________________________ 
 
9. My story has a strong resolution. 

List it here: _____________________________________________________ 
 
     _____________________________________________________ 
 
10. My Descriptive Writing 

x� Utilizes action verbs in the present tense (underline in blue) YES  NO 
x� Includes figurative language (underline in red)   YES  NO 
x� Incorporates sensory detail appropriately     YES  NO 
x� Does NOT revert to narrative mode     YES  NO 
x� Relates the event as if it is occurring RIGHT NOW   YES  NO 
 

TGardner



 

How to Write a Biopoem 
 

(Line 1) First name 
 
(Line 2) Three or four adjectives that describe the person 
 
(Line 3) Important relationship (daughter of . . . , mother of . . . , etc) 
 
(Line 4) Two or three things, people, or ideas that the person loved 
 
(Line 5) Three feelings the person experienced 
 
(Line 6) Three fears the person experienced 
 
(Line 7) Accomplishments (who composed . . . , who discovered . . . , etc.) 
 
(Line 8) Two or three things the person wanted to see happen or wanted to experience 
 
(Line 9) His or her residence 
 
(Line 10) Last name 
--------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------- 
From Abromitis, B.S. (1994, June/July). Bringing lives to life. Biographies in reading and the content areas. Reading Today, 
11, 26. Reprinted with permission of the publisher and author.   

 
 

Biopoem Sample 
 

Rosa 
 
Determined, brave, strong, loving 
 
Wife of Raymond Parks, mother of all children 
 
Who loved equality, freedom, and the benefits of a good education 
 
Who hated discrimination, loved to stand up for her beliefs, and loved to help others  
 
Who feared that racism would continue, feared losing the opportunity to make a difference, and 
feared that young people might lose opportunities to develop strength and courage  
 
Who changed history as she accomplished great strides for equality and encouraged excellence for all 
 
Who wanted to see love triumph and see an end to all bias and discrimination in a world in which 
respect is freely given to all 
 
Born in Alabama and living in Detroit 
 
Parks 
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Name _______________      Title of Piece Revised ______________________________ 

SELF-REVISION WORKSHEET FOR MEMOIRS 
 
1. I told the names of the people involved in my memory. 

List their names: _________________________________________________ 
 
2. I told what the subject of my story is.  (Example: I got caught sneaking out.) 

List the subject: _________________________________________________ 
 
3. I told when the story takes place. 

List “when” here: ________________________________________________ 
 
Choose one of these methods of “time”: 

a) Day (Monday, Tuesday, etc.)   ________ 
b) Time (12:00, late afternoon, etc.)  ________ 
c) Season (spring, fall)    ________ 
d) Other (specify) _________________  ________ 

 
4. I told where the story takes place. 

List “where” here: ________________________________________________ 
 
5. I told why this memory is special to me. 

List “why” here: _________________________________________________ 
 
6. I described what happened in five or more sentences.  YES  NO 
 
7. I described what happened using at least three of the five senses, and used them 

appropriately.  Circle the senses you used: 
 

see  hear  taste   touch   smell 
 
8. My story has an interesting hook. 

List it here: _____________________________________________________ 
 
     _____________________________________________________ 
 
9. My story has a strong resolution. 

List it here: _____________________________________________________ 
 
     _____________________________________________________ 
 
10. My Descriptive Writing 

x� Utilizes action verbs in the present tense (underline in blue) YES  NO 
x� Includes figurative language (underline in red)   YES  NO 
x� Incorporates sensory detail appropriately     YES  NO 
x� Does NOT revert to narrative mode     YES  NO 
x� Relates the event as if it is occurring RIGHT NOW   YES  NO 
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Instructions: List the important events from the final section of Elizabeth Blackwell: America’s First Woman 
Doctor. Then, use the information to create a summary of the final section in the Summary Box.

Who What When

Where Why

Summary
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THE JACKET ��
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�����I remember the green 
coat that I wore in fifth and sixth grades when you either danced like 
a champ or pressed yourself against a greasy wall, bitter as a penny 
toward the happy couples. 

When I needed a new jacket and my mother asked what kind I 
wanted, I described something like bikers wear: black leather and 
silver studs� with enough belts to hold down a small town. We were 
in the kitchen, steam on the windows from her cooking. She listened 
so long while stirring dinner that I thought she understood for sure 
the kind I wanted. The next day when I got home from school, I 
discovered draped on my bedpost a jacket the color of day-old 
guacamole.� I threw my books on the bed and approached the jacket 
slowly, as if it were a stranger whose hand I had to shake. I touched 
the vinyl sleeve, the collar, and peeked at the mustard-colored 
lining. 

From the kitchen mother yelled that my jacket was in the closet. 
I closed the door to her voice and pulled at the rack of clothes in the 
closet, hoping the jacket on the bedpost wasn’t for me but my mean 
brother. No luck. I gave up. From my bed, I stared at the jacket. I 
wanted to cry because it was so ugly and so big that I knew I’d have 
to wear it a long time. I was a small kid, thin as a young tree, and it 
would be years before I’d have a new one. I stared at the jacket, like 
an enemy, thinking bad things before I took off my old jacket whose 
sleeves climbed halfway to my elbow. 

I put the big jacket on. I zipped it up and down several times, 
and rolled the cuffs up so they didn’t cover my hands. I put my 
hands in the pockets and flapped the jacket like a bird’s wings. I 
stood in front of the mirror, full face, then profile, and then looked 
over my shoulder as if someone had called me. I sat on the bed, 
stood against the bed, and combed my hair to see what I would look 
like doing something natural. I looked ugly. I threw it on my 
brother’s bed and looked at it for a long time before I slipped it on 
and went out to the backyard, smiling a “thank you” to my mom as I 
passed her in the kitchen. With my hands in my pockets I kicked a 
ball against the fence, and then climbed it to sit looking into the 
alley. I hurled orange peels at the mouth of an open garbage can and 
when the peels were gone I watched the white puffs of my breath 
thin to nothing. 
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A Memoir by Gary Soto
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Teach the Model

Summary
Gary Soto tells a story from his own 
youth. He recalls his enthusiasm for 
getting a new jacket when he outgrew 
his old one. Soto’s vision of the perfect 
jacket was a black leather biker’s-style 
jacket. Unfortunately, his mother had 
different ideas. She surprised him with 
an avocado-colored jacket with a 
mustard yellow lining. Soto was 
embarrassed to wear the jacket but 
had no choice. In this humorous 
memoir, he recounts the mishaps and 
misfortunes of his middle school years, 
all of which he blames on the fact that 
he had to wear what he considered a 
less-than-fashionable jacket.

 More by This Author
Students who like “The Jacket” might 
enjoy other stories by Soto. Examples 
include Taking Sides and Baseball in 
April and Other Stories.
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The Mirrors 
& Windows 
questions at 
the end of 

the story focus on the theme of 
remembrance. Before they begin 
reading, ask students to think 
about their past. Are there 
decisions that they would change, 
knowing what they now know?

Program Resources
Planning and Assessment
Program Planning Guide, Selection Lesson Plan
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THE JACKET ��
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�����I remember the green 
coat that I wore in fifth and sixth grades when you either danced like 
a champ or pressed yourself against a greasy wall, bitter as a penny 
toward the happy couples. 

When I needed a new jacket and my mother asked what kind I 
wanted, I described something like bikers wear: black leather and 
silver studs� with enough belts to hold down a small town. We were 
in the kitchen, steam on the windows from her cooking. She listened 
so long while stirring dinner that I thought she understood for sure 
the kind I wanted. The next day when I got home from school, I 
discovered draped on my bedpost a jacket the color of day-old 
guacamole.� I threw my books on the bed and approached the jacket 
slowly, as if it were a stranger whose hand I had to shake. I touched 
the vinyl sleeve, the collar, and peeked at the mustard-colored 
lining. 

From the kitchen mother yelled that my jacket was in the closet. 
I closed the door to her voice and pulled at the rack of clothes in the 
closet, hoping the jacket on the bedpost wasn’t for me but my mean 
brother. No luck. I gave up. From my bed, I stared at the jacket. I 
wanted to cry because it was so ugly and so big that I knew I’d have 
to wear it a long time. I was a small kid, thin as a young tree, and it 
would be years before I’d have a new one. I stared at the jacket, like 
an enemy, thinking bad things before I took off my old jacket whose 
sleeves climbed halfway to my elbow. 

I put the big jacket on. I zipped it up and down several times, 
and rolled the cuffs up so they didn’t cover my hands. I put my 
hands in the pockets and flapped the jacket like a bird’s wings. I 
stood in front of the mirror, full face, then profile, and then looked 
over my shoulder as if someone had called me. I sat on the bed, 
stood against the bed, and combed my hair to see what I would look 
like doing something natural. I looked ugly. I threw it on my 
brother’s bed and looked at it for a long time before I slipped it on 
and went out to the backyard, smiling a “thank you” to my mom as I 
passed her in the kitchen. With my hands in my pockets I kicked a 
ball against the fence, and then climbed it to sit looking into the 
alley. I hurled orange peels at the mouth of an open garbage can and 
when the peels were gone I watched the white puffs of my breath 
thin to nothing. 
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Analyze Literature
Autobiography Explain that an 
autobiography is the true story of a 
person’s life written by the person. 
The writer tells about events and 
situations that will be interesting to 
readers. Have students brainstorm 
other experiences fifth and sixth 
graders have that might be interesting 
to retell in an autobiography.

Analyze Literature
Memoir Answer: It is written from 
the first-person point of view. The use 
of the pronouns I, we, my, and so on 
show that the memoir is written in the 
first person. A

Use Reading Strategies
Visualize Answer: Details include 
“color of day-old guacamole,” 
“vinyl sleeve,” and “mustard-colored 
lining.” B

Use Reading Strategies
Visualize Ask students to listen as 
you read aloud the first page. Tell 
them to close their eyes and picture in 
their minds what you are reading. 
Then ask students to open their eyes 
and describe the main events they 
visualized. Finally, have them record 
in sketches and/or words events that 
have happened so far in the story. As 
students read on, continue to have 
them add notes on what they 
visualize.

Differentiated Instruction
Reading Proficiency
Be sure students understand the beginning of the 
story. Use a reader’s theater approach with students 
working in pairs. Have one student play the role of 
the mother and the other of the boy. Ask pairs to 
act out the events that happen on the first page.

English Language Learning
Read aloud the description of the jacket. Have 
students draw the jacket and use colored markers or 
pencils to color it as described in the selection. Then 
write the words jacket, sleeve, collar, and lining on 
the board. Have students use these words to write 
titles and captions for their drawings.

B

A
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“Man, that’s ugly,” I heard the buzz-buzz of gossip and even laughter 
that I knew was meant for me. 

And so I went, in my guacamole-colored jacket. So embarrassed, 
so hurt, I couldn’t even do my homework. I received Cs on quizzes, 
and forgot the state capitals and the rivers of South America, our 
friendly neighbor. Even the girls who had been friendly blew away 
like loose flowers to follow the boys in neat jackets. 

I wore that thing for three years until the sleeves grew short and 
my forearms stuck out like the necks of turtles. All during that time 
no love came to me—no little dark girl in a Sunday dress she wore 
on Monday. At lunchtime I stayed with the ugly boys who leaned 
against the chainlink fence and looked around with propellers	 of 
grass spinning in our mouths. We saw girls walk by alone, saw 
couples, hand in hand, their heads like bookends pressing air 
together. We saw them and spun our propellers so fast our faces 
were blurs. 

I blame that jacket for those bad years. I blame my mother for 
her bad taste and her cheap ways. It was a sad time for the heart. 
With a friend I spent my sixth-grade year in a tree in the alley, 
waiting for something good to happen to me in that jacket, which 
had become the ugly brother who tagged along wherever I went. 
And it was about that time that I began to grow. My chest puffed up 
with muscle and, strangely, a few more ribs. Even my hands, those 
fleshy hammers, showed bravely through the cuffs, the fingers 
already hardening for the coming fights. But that L-shaped rip on the 
left sleeve got bigger, bits of stuffing coughed out from its wound 
after a hard day of play. I finally Scotch-taped it closed, but in rain 
or cold weather the tape peeled off like a scab and more stuffing fell 
out until that sleeve shriveled into a palsied
 arm. That winter the 
elbows began to crack and whole chunks of green began to fall off. 
I showed the cracks to my mother, who always seemed to be at the 
stove with steamed-up glasses, and she said that there were children 
in Mexico who would love that jacket. I told her that this was 
America and yelled that Debbie, my sister, didn’t have a jacket like 
mine. I ran outside, ready to cry, and climbed the tree by the alley to 
think bad thoughts and watch my breath puff white and disappear. 
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I jumped down, hands in 
my pockets, and in the 
backyard on my knees I 
teased my dog, Brownie, by 
swooping my arms while 
making bird calls. He jumped 
at me and missed. He jumped 
again and again, until a tooth 
sunk deep, ripping an L-
shaped tear on my left sleeve. 
I pushed Brownie away to 
study the tear as I would a cut 
on my arm. There was no 
blood, only a few loose pieces 
of fuzz. Dumb dog, I thought, 
and pushed him away hard 
when he tried to bite again. I 
got up from my knees and 
went to my bedroom to sit 
with my jacket on my lap, 
with the lights out. 

That was the first afternoon with my new jacket. The next day I 
wore it to sixth grade and got a D on a math quiz. During the 
morning recess Frankie T., the playground terrorist, pushed me to 
the ground and told me to stay there until recess was over. My best 
friend, Steve Negrete, ate an apple while looking at me, and the girls 
turned away to whisper on the monkey bars. The teachers were no 
help: they looked my way and talked about how foolish I looked in 
my new jacket. I saw their heads bob with laughter, their hands 
half-covering their mouths. 

Even though it was cold, I took off the jacket during lunch and 
played kickball in a thin shirt, my arms feeling like Braille� from 
goose bumps. But when I returned to class I slipped the jacket on 
and shivered until I was warm. I sat on my hands, heating them up, 
while my teeth chattered like a cup of crooked dice. Finally warm, I 
slid out of the jacket but a few minutes later put it back on when the 
fire bell rang. We paraded out into the yard where we, the 
sixth graders, walked past all the other grades to stand against the 
back fence. Everybody saw me. Although they didn’t say out loud, 
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Teach the Model

Use Reading Strategies
Visualize Tell students that as they 
visualize what is happening in a story, 
one thing they can picture is the 
expression on the character’s face. 
Model by reading aloud the sentences 
telling about Brownie ripping the 
jacket. Look surprised and horrified 
when you tell about the rip. Look 
depressed as you tell about sitting on 
the bed with the ripped jacket. Reread 
the other incidents in the middle of 
the story. Have students imitate the 
facial expressions they visualize. A

Analyze Literature
Tone Answer: The writer uses an 
informal, humorous tone. For example, 
he exaggerates the danger of Frankie 
T. by calling him a terrorist. He also 
lists the offense of his best friend, 
Steve Negrete, as eating an apple 
while looking at him, which is clearly 
an innocent action that is taken as 
offensive by the hypersensitive 
narrator. B

Use Reading Skills
Identify Sequence of Events  
Suggest that students use their story 
strip to keep track of events in the 
story. Which events are important 
enough to include? Which events can 
be left out?

266 UNIT 3 NONFICTION

English Language Learning
List on the board any verbs you think may be 
unfamiliar to students. For example, you may 
include whisper, bob, shiver, chatter, and parade. 
Act out each word and discuss its meaning. Use the 
word in a sentence. Then have students make up a 
sentence using each word. Have them act out the 
meaning as they share their sentence with the class.

Enrichment
Ask students to work in pairs. Have one student in 
each pair role-play being Gary Soto as a sixth grader 
and the other role-play being a guidance counselor, 
teacher, principal, or other person who is good at 
advising young people. Tell Gary to explain his 
problems to the counselor. Ask the counselor to give 
Gary advice.

A

B

0258-0283_Lit3eG6_U03_ATE.indd   266 7/8/09   2:40:50 PM



THE JACKET ���

�"������������

“Man, that’s ugly,” I heard the buzz-buzz of gossip and even laughter 
that I knew was meant for me. 

And so I went, in my guacamole-colored jacket. So embarrassed, 
so hurt, I couldn’t even do my homework. I received Cs on quizzes, 
and forgot the state capitals and the rivers of South America, our 
friendly neighbor. Even the girls who had been friendly blew away 
like loose flowers to follow the boys in neat jackets. 

I wore that thing for three years until the sleeves grew short and 
my forearms stuck out like the necks of turtles. All during that time 
no love came to me—no little dark girl in a Sunday dress she wore 
on Monday. At lunchtime I stayed with the ugly boys who leaned 
against the chainlink fence and looked around with propellers	 of 
grass spinning in our mouths. We saw girls walk by alone, saw 
couples, hand in hand, their heads like bookends pressing air 
together. We saw them and spun our propellers so fast our faces 
were blurs. 

I blame that jacket for those bad years. I blame my mother for 
her bad taste and her cheap ways. It was a sad time for the heart. 
With a friend I spent my sixth-grade year in a tree in the alley, 
waiting for something good to happen to me in that jacket, which 
had become the ugly brother who tagged along wherever I went. 
And it was about that time that I began to grow. My chest puffed up 
with muscle and, strangely, a few more ribs. Even my hands, those 
fleshy hammers, showed bravely through the cuffs, the fingers 
already hardening for the coming fights. But that L-shaped rip on the 
left sleeve got bigger, bits of stuffing coughed out from its wound 
after a hard day of play. I finally Scotch-taped it closed, but in rain 
or cold weather the tape peeled off like a scab and more stuffing fell 
out until that sleeve shriveled into a palsied
 arm. That winter the 
elbows began to crack and whole chunks of green began to fall off. 
I showed the cracks to my mother, who always seemed to be at the 
stove with steamed-up glasses, and she said that there were children 
in Mexico who would love that jacket. I told her that this was 
America and yelled that Debbie, my sister, didn’t have a jacket like 
mine. I ran outside, ready to cry, and climbed the tree by the alley to 
think bad thoughts and watch my breath puff white and disappear. 
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I jumped down, hands in 
my pockets, and in the 
backyard on my knees I 
teased my dog, Brownie, by 
swooping my arms while 
making bird calls. He jumped 
at me and missed. He jumped 
again and again, until a tooth 
sunk deep, ripping an L-
shaped tear on my left sleeve. 
I pushed Brownie away to 
study the tear as I would a cut 
on my arm. There was no 
blood, only a few loose pieces 
of fuzz. Dumb dog, I thought, 
and pushed him away hard 
when he tried to bite again. I 
got up from my knees and 
went to my bedroom to sit 
with my jacket on my lap, 
with the lights out. 

That was the first afternoon with my new jacket. The next day I 
wore it to sixth grade and got a D on a math quiz. During the 
morning recess Frankie T., the playground terrorist, pushed me to 
the ground and told me to stay there until recess was over. My best 
friend, Steve Negrete, ate an apple while looking at me, and the girls 
turned away to whisper on the monkey bars. The teachers were no 
help: they looked my way and talked about how foolish I looked in 
my new jacket. I saw their heads bob with laughter, their hands 
half-covering their mouths. 

Even though it was cold, I took off the jacket during lunch and 
played kickball in a thin shirt, my arms feeling like Braille� from 
goose bumps. But when I returned to class I slipped the jacket on 
and shivered until I was warm. I sat on my hands, heating them up, 
while my teeth chattered like a cup of crooked dice. Finally warm, I 
slid out of the jacket but a few minutes later put it back on when the 
fire bell rang. We paraded out into the yard where we, the 
sixth graders, walked past all the other grades to stand against the 
back fence. Everybody saw me. Although they didn’t say out loud, 
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Make Connections
Answer: Answers will vary. A possible 
answer might be that the student 
feels sorry for the narrator because he 
or she knows how it feels to be 
laughed at. C

Analyze Literature
Characterization Ask students: 
“Gary says his mother was cheap. Do 
you think that was true? Why do you 
think Mrs. Soto bought the jacket?” 
Have students discuss other details 
from the story that relate to his 
growing up poor. D

Analyze Literature
Hyperbole Explain that when a writer 
wildly exaggerates something on 
purpose, he or she is using hyperbole. 
Say: “When Soto says he spent his sixth 
grade year in a tree in the alley with a 
friend, do you think he really stayed 
there the entire year? How does this 
statement affect the tone of the 
writing?” Have students find other 
examples of hyperbole in the 
memoir. E

Use Reading Strategies
Visualize Answer: Words that 
describe the way the jacket looks now 
include: “stuffing coughed out from its 
wound,” “Scotch-taped,” “tape peeled 
off like a scab,” and “sleeve shriveled 
into a palsied arm.” F

Description
Tell students, “I am really enjoying Soto’s writing. 
One reason is because he does such a good job of 
describing things. I like when he says his jacket was 
the color of day-old guacamole. I can just picture an 
ugly gray-green color.” Ask students to point out 
descriptions in the piece that they like. Point out the 
comparisons Soto makes, such as “he was as thin as 
a young tree.” Have students find other descriptions 

that use comparison. Then ask students to write 
their own description of a piece of clothing they 
strongly like or dislike. Ask them to tell about size, 
color, texture, and decorations. Encourage them to 
use comparisons in describing.

F

C

D

E
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But whole pieces still casually flew off my jacket when I played 
hard, read quietly, or took vicious spelling tests at school. When it hard, read quietly, or took vicious spelling tests at school. When it 
became so spotted that my brother began to call me “camouflage,”�

I flung it over the fence into the alley. Later, however, I swiped the 
jacket off the ground and went inside to drape it across my lap and 
mope. mope. 

I was called to dinner: steam silvered my mother’s glasses as she 
said grace; my brother and sister with their heads bowed made ugly 
faces at their glasses of powdered milk. I gagged too, but eagerly ate 
big rips of buttered tortilla� that held scooped-up beans. Finished, I 
went outside with my jacket across my arm. It was a cold sky. The 
faces of clouds were piled up, hurting. I climbed the fence, jumping 
down with a grunt. I started up the alley and soon slipped into my 
jacket, that green ugly brother who breathed over my shoulder that 
day and ever since.  �
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Use Reading Skills
Identify Cause and Effect Point out 
that Soto thought he was unpopular 
because of his ugly jacket. Ask: “Do 
you think that is the real reason he 
was unpopular? For what other reasons 
might a person feel unpopular?” Point 
out that there can be many reasons. 
Have the class collaborate on a cause-
and-effect chart brainstorming some 
reasons a middle school student might 
not feel popular.

Analyze Literature
Memoir Answer: Students may say 
the tone has grown more accepting or 
less angry. A

268 UNIT 3 NONFICTION

Reading Proficiency
Have students review their completed story strips. 
Explain that the strips show details from the story. 
To be sure students have the big picture, help them 
create a statement of the main idea of the memoir 
based on the story details they have recorded.

 ���     
W
          

W

IRRORS  INDOWS

You may 
want to ask 
students to 
write a 

journal entry or quick write, or 
divide students into discussion 
groups or lead a whole-class 
discussion about this question. 
Answer: Answers will vary. 
Students may have experienced 
something that would have 
totally changed their lives if it 
had gone differently. The 
reasons for this might include 
that we are often faced by 
choices that will lead us down 
one path in life rather than 
another.

Ask the Author
Divide the class into small groups. Have each 
group brainstorm and list some questions they 
would like to ask Gary Soto. Have each group 
pass its questions to another group, which will 
then pretend to be the author and answer in the 
way they think Soto would. Have groups 
share some of the questions and answers 
with the class. Model a question: “What 
other clothing item have you owned 
that deeply affected your life?”

TEACHING NOTE

A
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The Jacket A Memoir by Gary Soto

Use the reading passage to help support your answers to the questions. Use evidence from 
the text and your own thinking to respond in a thoughtful way to each question. Please use 
correct punctuation, capitalization, and complete sentences. 


1. How does the jacket the narrator receives compare to the one that he wanted?


2. (a)Summarize some of the unfortunate things that happen to the narrator during the years 
that he wears the jacket. (b)How many were caused because of the jacket? (Be sure to answer 
BOTH parts of the question.)


3. Why does the narrator tell his mother that he does not like the jacket?


4. At the end of the memoir, how have the narrator’s feelings about the jacket changed?


5. In this story, Soto says the blames the Jacket for those bad years. Think of a time when you 
have felt that a situation or experience would have been better if only one thing had been 
different. Explain that situation and why you feel it would have been better. 




Copyright © 2014  K12reader.com. All Rights Reserved. Free for educational use at home or in classrooms.  www.k12reader.com

Identify the Idiom
Idioms are sayings that have a figurative meaning that is different from its literal, or real, meaning. 

Example: !e test was a piece of cake.

"e idiom in the example is piece of cake. "e figurative meaning is 
something that is easy. 

Below are sentences that have idioms. Underline the idiom in each 
sentence and write its figurative meaning under the sentence.

1. If you want to be a singer, you should give it a shot.
meaning: 

2. "e meeting completely slipped my mind.
meaning: 

3. She gets a kick out of watching cartoons.
meaning: 

4. Are you having second thoughts about getting a pet?
meaning: 

5. It’s late; let’s call it a day.
meaning: 

6. I saw Olive at the store, and she gave me the cold shoulder.
meaning: 

7. Karen’s mother baked her birthday cake from scratch.
meaning: 

8. Liz is the type of friend who stays with you through thick and thin.
meaning:  

9. I don’t always see eye to eye with Jim.
meaning: 

10. His brother had to go home and hit the books.
meaning: 

Name: ___________________________



Name: Double-Bubble Map 

Topic 1 Topic 2 

Similarities Differences  Differences  

Williams’sWinners 

Melissa Knight
Biography

Melissa Knight
Memoir

Melissa Knight
Author’s Point of View

Melissa Knight
Author’s Point of View

Melissa Knight
Process to gather the story

Melissa Knight
Process to gather the story

Melissa Knight
Author’s purpose

Melissa Knight
Author’s purpose

Melissa Knight
Compare

Melissa Knight
Contrast

Tracey Hollingsworth
Contrast



Langston Hughes-A Biography

Langston Hughes wrote from 1926 to 1967. In that time he wrote 

more than 60 books, including poems, novels, short stories, plays, 

children's poetry, musicals, operas, and autobiographies. He was the first African 

American to support himself as a writer, and he wrote from his own experience.

Langston Hughes, whose full name was James Mercer Langston Hughes, was 

born in 1902 in Joplin, Missouri. He was the only son of James Nathaniel Hughes and 

Carrie Mercer Langston. His parents divorced when he was young and his father moved 

to Mexico. Because his mother traveled a lot to find work and was often absent, his 

grandmother raised Hughes until he was 12. His childhood was lonely and he often 

occupied himself with books. It was Hughes's grandmother, a great storyteller, who 

transferred to him her love of literature and the importance of becoming educated.

In 1914 he moved to Lincoln, Illinois, to live with his mother and her new 

husband. It was here that he started writing poetry — he wrote his first poem in the 

eighth grade. A year later the family relocated to Cleveland, Ohio. Despite all the moving 

around, Hughes was a good student and excelled in his studies. During his senior year 

at Central High School in Cleveland, Ohio, he was voted class poet and editor of the 

yearbook.

After high school, Hughes traveled in Mexico, Europe, and Africa — sometimes 

by working on freighters. By 1924 he had settled in Harlem, New York, and was an 

important figure during the Harlem Renaissance. The Harlem Renaissance was an 

African-American cultural movement that focused on literature, music, theater, art, and 

politics. One of his favorite pastimes was to sit in clubs and listen to the blues as he 

wrote his poetry. Hughes died on May 22, 1967, in New York, NY.



Excerpt From The Big Sea (A Memoir)
by Langston Hughes 

One afternoon I had had tea with a woman in New York to whom 
I mentioned that I was trying to find a way to go back to college. I 
said I wanted to find out what makes the world the kind of world 
it is. She had one son in college herself, and so was very 
sympathetic. The next time I saw her, I told her about Lincoln. She 
listened and at Christmas, the Christmas of 1925, there came a 
letter from her, offering me a scholarship at Lincoln. It was the 
happiest holiday gift I’ve ever received. My poems had caused 
me to meet her. My poems—through the kindness of this woman 
who liked poetry—sent me to college. So at the mid-year I entered 
Lincoln, and remained there until I received my degree. 

Hughes, Langston. The Big Sea: An Autobiography (American Century Series) 
(p. 220). Farrar, Straus and Giroux. Kindle Edition. 



Name _______________      Title of Piece Revised ______________________________ 

SELF-REVISION WORKSHEET FOR MEMOIRS 
 
1. I told the names of the people involved in my memory. 

List their names: _________________________________________________ 
 
2. I told what the subject of my story is.  (Example: I got caught sneaking out.) 

List the subject: _________________________________________________ 
 
3. I told when the story takes place. 

List “when” here: ________________________________________________ 
 
Choose one of these methods of “time”: 

a) Day (Monday, Tuesday, etc.)   ________ 
b) Time (12:00, late afternoon, etc.)  ________ 
c) Season (spring, fall)    ________ 
d) Other (specify) _________________  ________ 

 
4. I told where the story takes place. 

List “where” here: ________________________________________________ 
 
5. I told why this memory is special to me. 

List “why” here: _________________________________________________ 
 
6. I described what happened in five or more sentences.  YES  NO 
 
7. I described what happened using at least three of the five senses, and used them 

appropriately.  Circle the senses you used: 
 

see  hear  taste   touch   smell 
 
8. My story has an interesting hook. 

List it here: _____________________________________________________ 
 
     _____________________________________________________ 
 
9. My story has a strong resolution. 

List it here: _____________________________________________________ 
 
     _____________________________________________________ 
 
10. My Descriptive Writing 

x� Utilizes action verbs in the present tense (underline in blue) YES  NO 
x� Includes figurative language (underline in red)   YES  NO 
x� Incorporates sensory detail appropriately     YES  NO 
x� Does NOT revert to narrative mode     YES  NO 
x� Relates the event as if it is occurring RIGHT NOW   YES  NO 
 

TGardner



 

How to Write a Biopoem 
 

(Line 1) First name 
 
(Line 2) Three or four adjectives that describe the person 
 
(Line 3) Important relationship (daughter of . . . , mother of . . . , etc) 
 
(Line 4) Two or three things, people, or ideas that the person loved 
 
(Line 5) Three feelings the person experienced 
 
(Line 6) Three fears the person experienced 
 
(Line 7) Accomplishments (who composed . . . , who discovered . . . , etc.) 
 
(Line 8) Two or three things the person wanted to see happen or wanted to experience 
 
(Line 9) His or her residence 
 
(Line 10) Last name 
--------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------- 
From Abromitis, B.S. (1994, June/July). Bringing lives to life. Biographies in reading and the content areas. Reading Today, 
11, 26. Reprinted with permission of the publisher and author.   

 
 

Biopoem Sample 
 

Rosa 
 
Determined, brave, strong, loving 
 
Wife of Raymond Parks, mother of all children 
 
Who loved equality, freedom, and the benefits of a good education 
 
Who hated discrimination, loved to stand up for her beliefs, and loved to help others  
 
Who feared that racism would continue, feared losing the opportunity to make a difference, and 
feared that young people might lose opportunities to develop strength and courage  
 
Who changed history as she accomplished great strides for equality and encouraged excellence for all 
 
Who wanted to see love triumph and see an end to all bias and discrimination in a world in which 
respect is freely given to all 
 
Born in Alabama and living in Detroit 
 
Parks 

 

Copyright 2004 IRA/NCTE. All rights reserved.  
ReadWriteThink materials may be reproduced for educational purposes. 



Name _______________      Title of Piece Revised ______________________________ 

SELF-REVISION WORKSHEET FOR MEMOIRS 
 
1. I told the names of the people involved in my memory. 

List their names: _________________________________________________ 
 
2. I told what the subject of my story is.  (Example: I got caught sneaking out.) 

List the subject: _________________________________________________ 
 
3. I told when the story takes place. 
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6. I described what happened in five or more sentences.  YES  NO 
 
7. I described what happened using at least three of the five senses, and used them 

appropriately.  Circle the senses you used: 
 

see  hear  taste   touch   smell 
 
8. My story has an interesting hook. 

List it here: _____________________________________________________ 
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9. My story has a strong resolution. 
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x� Utilizes action verbs in the present tense (underline in blue) YES  NO 
x� Includes figurative language (underline in red)   YES  NO 
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Check our website daily for additional remote learning supports: bit.ly/rsu57remote 
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LEARNING MENU SPECIALS 
GRADE 5

PE
Make Your Own Equipment 

PART 2:
PE Directions, Part 2

PE
W.O.W (Workout of the 

Week): Wednesdays with 
Mrs. Person at 11:00: 

https://rsu57.zoom.us/j/298
414629 

PE
Plank Cup Stack Challenge-

Click this link to try: 
https://bit.ly/2YKx8Sm 

Art
Perspective Letters

Art directions May 11-15

Art
Collagraph Prints

Art directions, May 11-15

Art
Positive and Negative 

Space Paper Cut
Art Directions, May 11-15

Music
Rhythmic Composition

(Nature Version)
Using items that you find 

outside (be creative), make 
two measures (8 beats) of 
rhythm.  See instructions 

from your music teacher for 
more details.

Music
Word Synth - Experiment with 
the word synth to create your 
own mini song! Share what you 
made by filling out your 
teacher’s survey which can be 
found here: 
https://tinyurl.com/yb3aupgu 

Music
Boom, Snap, Clap

Watch the video linked below to 
learn the body percussion 
routine to Boom Snap Clap. Can 
you do it correctly? How fast 
can you go without making a 
mistake? See if you can do it as 
fast as Ms. Eddy and Ms. Smith! 
https://tinyurl.com/ybatqajn

Library
Read a nonfiction book on 
birds or a type of bird on 
Epic or Destiny Discover 
(https://bit.ly/3b7SxHV) and 
create a crossword online or 
on paper using keywords 
from the book.

SEL

Stop, Name Your Feeling, 
Calm Down

Calm Down Song

SEL

Create a “What to Do When 
I’m Stuck” poster to keep 
near my workspace
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� Nothing but Non-Fiction 

Hummingbirds are considered one of the smallest 
birds in the world. There are over 300 species of 
hummingbirds! Did you ever wonder why they are 
called humming birds? That is because their wings 
move so fast they make a humming noise. 
Hummingbirds can fly in all kinds of directions. They 
can fly up, down, forwards, backwards, and upside 
down! Hummingbirds are mostly found in North and 
Central America. A hummingbirds diet is nectar from 
flowers, tree sap, and even tiny bugs.  
Hummingbirds need to eat 5-8 times  
an hour. That’s a lot of eating!  
 

Hummingbirds use their long 
beak to eat as much nectar 
as they can. They need the 
energy to keep flying.  

Fun Facts 

Weight – They weigh 
about 4 grams 

Size – They are between 
2-4 inches 

Lifespan -They average 
about 5 years of life  

The wings on a 
hummingbird can flap 
up to 200 times in one 
second. That is so fast 
that it looks like a blur! 

When flying, a 
hummingbirds heart 
can beat up to 1,200 
beats in one minute!  

Hummingbirds use lots 
of energy when they 
fly and need time to 
rest. They use their 
feet to perch and 
relax.  

HUMMINGBIRD 

humming  
birds are  

fast little  
birds. 
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