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New Paltz Central School District 

Reading 

Fifth Grade 

 

Unit 3: Determining Important Information 

(November - December) 

(6 weeks) 

 

 

Essential Questions 

 

 What is determining importance? 

 How do I determine important information in a text? 

 How does determining important information help me as a reader? 

 

Content 
 

 Identify main ideas and supporting details. 

 Interpret words and phrases as they are used in a text. 

 Cite specific textual evidence to support conclusions drawn from a text. 

 Determine cause and effect in a text. 

 Recognize authors’ purpose in a text. 

 

Standards/Skills 

 

 Quote accurately from a text when explaining what the text says explicitly and when drawing 

inferences from the text. 

 Determine a theme of a story, drama, or poem from details in the text, including how 

characters in a story or drama respond to challenges or how the speaker in a poem reflects 

upon a topic; summarize the text. 

 Determine two or more main ideas of a text and explain how they are supported by key 

details; summarize the text. 

 Determine the meaning of words and phrases as they are used in a text, including figurative 

language such as metaphors and similes. 

 Determine the meaning of general academic and domain-specific words and phrases in a text 

relevant to a grade 5 topic or subject area. 

 Explain how a series of chapters, scenes, or stanzas fits together to provide the overall 

structure of a particular story, drama, or poem. 

 Compare and contrast the overall structure (e.g., chronology, comparison, cause/effect, 

problem/solution) of events, ideas, concepts, or information in two or more texts. 

 Determine or clarify the meaning of unknown and multiple-meaning words and phrases 

based on grade 5 reading and content, choosing flexibly from a range of strategies. 

o Use context (e.g., cause/effect relationships and comparisons in text) as a clue to the 

meaning of a word or phrase. 
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o Use common, grade-appropriate Greek and Latin affixes and roots as clues to the 

meaning of a word (e.g., photograph, photosynthesis). 

o Consult reference materials (e.g., dictionaries, glossaries, thesauruses), both print and 

digital, to find the pronunciation and determine or clarify the precise meaning of key 

words and phrases. 

 

Assessments (formative and summative) 

 

 Pre-assessment comprehension questions and writing (“Making Honey”) 

 During instruction of unit, teachers will determine intervals to implement formative 

assessment including the use of: 

o Written responses 

 graphic organizers from lessons/activities 

 notes from texts/lessons/activities 

 mini-quizzes 

o Highlighted/underlined texts from lessons/activities 

o Teacher/student conferences 

o Small group and large group discussions  

o Anecdotal notes 

 Post-assessment comprehension questions and writing (“Super Ant”) 

 

Key vocabulary/Teacher language 

 

cause and effect 

compare 

conclusion 

contrast 

determine 

distinguish 

evidence 

fact and opinion 

main idea 

reflection 

summary 

supporting details 

text features 

theme 

 

Resources 
 

 Nonfiction articles 

 Realistic fiction 

 Comprehension Toolkit 

 Rigby non-fiction books 

 Comprehension Quarterlies 

 Graphic organizers 

 Guided reading questions 

 Non-fiction Matters, Stephanie Harvey 

 Strategies That Work, Stephanie Harvey and Ann Goudvis 

 Reading Power, Adrienne Gear 
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Possible Minilessons 

 

 Learn to use a FQR (Facts, Questions, Responses) chart 

 Code the text to hold thinking (annotating) 

 Separate interesting details from important ideas 

 Identify author’s purpose in a text 

 Identify main idea and supporting details in a text 

 Distinguish facts and opinions in a text 

 Use text structures to determine important information: 

o Cause and effect 

o Problem and solution 

o Sequence of events 

 Use non-fiction text features to determine important information: 

o Diagrams 

o Captions 

o Photos 

o Charts 

o Maps 
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