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Dressma/aers, Tailors, Hatters & Cobblers

\/D/)o can tell me about the spinners and weavers? 5pmners
made thread out g‘ cotton, [ax, or wool Vﬁem)ers took, this
thread or yarn and wove cloth out g‘ it.  [here was still
an important step [%‘t to make specific pieces of c[oth[ng,
such as dresses or shirts. [ his last step imolved cuttmg out
pleces g( cloth and then sewing them together. Toa’ag you
will learn about tma’espeople Who SeWea’g clothes out g‘ cloth
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\/D/mt is it like to g0 sho pz’ng for clothes toc/ag? Taa’ag s
stores have a lot of clothes in” Variety of sizes and stgles
reaa’g Lo fmg When customers come to the store. Most
stores have clothes for 6()#5 and gz’r[s, in addition to s/zoes,
/mts, and any other garments you might need. Customers
in a clathmg store can choose what t ey want. ﬁ‘ the
prefer, they can go into a fitting room and try it on ge ore
theg pay jﬁor it so t/)eg can decide if t/)eg like it
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7L7L0W do Yyou get your c[athes? Do Yyou go to a store and
try it on, or does someone 5/10/9 for you clothes {or gw?
M@be you get your clothes from an OZCI,IEI’ brother or sister
or a cousin or ne[g/)bm’. oSt g‘ taa’ag S garments are
made in facton‘es Where people use machines to make many
garments Verg qm’c/&[ :
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Long ago, nm/az’ng e\):)ﬂ'ust one dress or shirt took a lot g‘

time and e ort, even for an expert tma’esperson.
Tma’espeop e didn't have the time or money to make a lot
%f clothes in advance and /mng them up in their 5/10/93,
op[ng customers would come in and (Mg them [nsteaa’,
theg had to make sure that t/)eg had a customer first, and
then theg would make what the customer wanted [ his is
called made to order or a custom ora’er, because it is made
in a specific Way for a specific customer. /
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[t Msom//g took many a’ags, even V\)ee/as, between the time the
customer f/’rst came into the 5/10/9 ana’ ora/erea’ a algm'ment anc/
When /)e or s/ze acwallg t00/< home t/)e comp[ete clot/)z'ng

[magme what it would be like to fmg clothes without even see[ng
a samp/e first. In the old a’ags, pe()p[e had to trust the
tmc/esperwn Who was sewmg the garment, because t/ze% couldn't

;\% it on or 6rmg it back to the store ﬁ[f t/)eg didn’t like it
ost children’s clothes were made at home
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Ma/amg a pair g[ pants was Very aiszerent from ma/u’ng a
a’ress, or sfoes, or /mts, 50 You had to g0 1o a different
tma’esperson Who was a specm[[st in the tgpe g"cﬁl[ot/z[ng
you needed
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Listen care ullg to toa’ag’s read aloud to Zfma’ out about
fow a’ﬂ'[ferent tma’espeop[e a’urlng colonial times who made

a’jferent types g‘ clot/n‘ng




In Colonial Amen’m, most peop[e made
their own c[ot/u’ng This was especm[[g
true for farmers, who had e\)e/yt/)mg
theg needed to mare clothes on their
farms. Because ma/&[ng clothes was
hard Wor/a, most peaple had on/g two
augf[ts: one set gf work. clothes and
one set g‘ fancier clothes to wear on
* Junc/ay--t/mt was it!




Peop/e did not get new clothes until
their old clothes were worn out

Some farmers and their fam[[z’es had

the money to /mg c[at/zmg, instead dof
m/&[ng it themse[\)es, 50 they woul
take a trz'p to town when t ey needed
new c/()thmg




There, t/zey would find several aﬁ'fferent

peo le who specm ized in ma/&[ng
if

ifTerent thmgss the a'ressma/aer, the
milor, the /mtter, and the cobbler

[hink how much time farmers’ wives
could save f t/ze;; 60Mg/7t dresses instead
gf ma/&[ng them:




In the old a'ags, there Were no racks kfull of
dresses for women to try on It took a lot %/‘
time ﬁf a dressmaker to make a a’/’ess, S0 Sne
wanted to make sure someone would bug eVer
dress made. And it cost a lot of money to gu
a dress, so a farmer’s wife wanted to c%oose the
exact color and stgle she wanted. [ he
dressmaker mz’ght a’z‘sp[ag one or two dresses in
the S/mp W[na’ow, but most dresses had to be
made-to-order.




ﬁf a Woman was very Wea[t/)g, she | @ &
m[g/n‘ eVen order a dress fmm Eng/ana’.
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CY When 4 woman came in /00/¢mg for a new
o dress, the dressmaker might show her some
P patterns, a’es[gnec/ according to the latest O\ |

CY fashions. Patterns were made of paper and (S (E) D

showed What Im'eces would need to be sewed
tOget/)er to make a dress. [ he woman
could choose the pattern and fa/m‘c she
liked best. Fabric is cloth that comes in a
Variety g‘ colors and materials




e

T/ze a’ressma/&er Wou[a’ t/zen use a
measun‘ng mlne to measure the wWoman s
arms and legs, as well as her chest,

nec/a, and waist. [ he measwz‘ng tape
would @elp the dressmaker figure out a

woman s Size.
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T/ze measurements t0[c/ the a’ressma/&er hOV\) S S
much cloth would be needed fOr the dress.
[he dressmaker would then cut the cloth
into pieces acm/’c/z'nﬁ to the sfmpe of the
patterns, After all the pleces were cut, the
dressmaker Would hand stitch or sew the
pleces together using a fne needle and
thread. f@wember back. then there were no
electric sewing machines like we have toc/ay,
50 this was s[ov\), careful work.
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ﬁm[[g, the dressmaker might add ancy
fz’m’sh[ng touches, like hand-knitted lace
or em mz'a’erg around the collar or hem
g( the dress. [t would sometimes take
several weees to make a new a’ress./
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[ailors did the same kind gf Work. as |
a'ressma/aers, but t/zeg made c[ot/n’ng for
both men and women. Peap/e Who wanted

new clothes could Visit a tailor and have ..
their measurements taken. [ he tailor would &
then make a shirt or a pmr gf 6/’665/)65, to
order.  Breeches were the /anee-[ength pants

that men wore in colonial times a/ong With
ZOng, woolen stoc/az’ngs.

LT
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Almost everyone in earlg America wore
a hat. In ]gact, it was considered

stmnge or rude to walk around
bareheaded. Men wore hats with 6rz’ms,
and Women wore Sg‘t bonnets Peop[e
Wore hats to /aeep their heads warm and
a’rg, to /aeep the sun out of their eyes, |
and to proz.‘ect the expens[\)e Wz'gs t%eg
requentlg wore.
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- Peop/e who made men ’s hats Were m//ea’
£ /mtma/aers or /mtters. Men S /mts were |
made out of beaver skin, wool, or camel

.‘ fur, and Were fastenea’, held together or

attached With glue that the hatter

mixed /z[mseﬁ‘. As with clot/zing, people
could not sz’mp[g wale into a hat s/mp
and walk out With a hat on the same
a’ag.
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[nsteaa’, a customer chose a particular
stgle of hat, had his or her head _
measured bg the hatter, and came back [
a’ags or Weeks [m‘er, When the hat was
done




Of all their clot/z[ng, shoes Were the
ardest for farmers to make themselves. B

o when a farmer needed a new pair of Les
s/zoes, he would Visit the cobbler or

shoemaker. 7—/76 cobbler would make

shoes to ora’er, just as was done With
the a’ressma/&e/’, tailor and hatter




- Most peop/e had onlg one or two pm‘rs

o g( shoes. Ple;/ty g( peop/e had no shoes B

.l at alll Poor farmers and their [’famllies I
PNl didn't wear shoes for most of the year.

A ﬁf a_farmer did have shoes, he mz‘ght

® .
1 Wear the same pair g‘ shoes every a’ag

- for months. As a result, shoes wore ou

.‘ qw’c/a[ :




new pm'/:fof shoes ery ojten do,
of b

instead
take their old shoes to the cobbler to

have them patchea’, or repm‘rea’.
Cobblers spent as much time f[xz’ng old
shoes as theg did ma/u’ng new ones.

Most farmers could not f[/om’ to !W a

uying new shoes, they would lemmt
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[he shoemaker used many
}pecmlizec/ tools for his trade

N earlg Amerlm, most shoes
wWere made out of leather, which
comes from the dried hide or
skin of a cow [here were two
/mrts to a shoe: the sole and the
upper, both made from leather.

.
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The sole was the bottom %‘ the —
shoe, and the upper was the top (N
part of the shoe. Just like a

dressmaker or tm'lor, the

shoemarer would take

measurements, cut the [e//zt/zer,

and then use a needle and

thread to sew the Im’eces toget/)er.




Ma/&z’ng clothes, hats, and shoes T°%
was hard work. Tarmers who |
could afford it were \)e% happy il

to pay others—-dressma ers,

m{/ars, /mzfters, and cobblers—to
do that work for them! Taa’ag
it's much easier to pwc/mse
clothes




We can choose from a Variety of
styles that are already sewn, mther[ B
than getting measwrecﬁ and waiting
C for Weeks to get our new clothes. |
CN And we don't even have to g0 to
.‘ fzw E/ﬁerent zfma’espeople to get
& the clothes, /mts, and shoes we
(| Wear. We can just go to one

- a’epartment store
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Compre/)enslan Qgestmns:

\ PLease answer N
OV compLEeTe senTences.
(E\S

\/O/u'ch tma’espeop[e made clothes for Women’!
For men?
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Campre/zens[on Qgestz‘ons:

\ PLease answer N
OV compLEeTe senTences.
(E\S

\/O/u'ch tma’espeop[e made hats?!
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Campre/zens[on Qgestz‘ons:

\ PLease answer N
OV compLEeTe senTences.
(E\S

\/O/u'ch tma’espeop[e made or fz’xea’ shoes?
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Compre/)ensmn Qestzons

““a\ PLEease answer N
yve compPLeTe senTences.

s

\/O/mt Was a dress pattern used f0r7
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Compre/)enslan Qgestmns:

“\:\3\ pLease answer N
\“gefe compPLETE senTences.

Desm’be W/mz‘ a a’ressmaéer a’z’a’ W/)en a
customer came to her 5/10,0 and ordered a
dress
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Compre/)enslan Qgestmns:

“\:\3\ PLEease answer N
g compPLeTe senTences.

e

\/O/zg was a memwz’ng m/ye an z'mpormnt tool
n nm/amg c[oz‘/n’ng?
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Compre/)enslan Qgestmns:

\ PLease answer N
OV compLEeTe senTences.
(E\S

\/O/mz‘ materials did a hatter use to make
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Compre/)enslan Qgestmns:

“\:\3\ PLEease answer N
g compPLeTe senTences.

e

\/O/z did cobblers often fix old shoes instead
of /%m/alng new S/IOJ;? J
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Compre/)enslan Qgestmns:

\ PLease answer N
OV compLEeTe senTences.
(E\S

\/O/mt mm‘e/’m[ were Shoes r/ma’e out g‘?




I’'m going to ask you a question. | will give you a
minute to think about the question, and then | will
ask you to turn to your neighbor and discuss the
question. Finally | will call on several of you to
share what you discussed with your partner.

—
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\/Oe [8&1/’1/16\/0/0 ZL/MZL Il%lgl'l’lg someone €[S€ Lo ma/&e new C[OZL/)ES wWas

expens[\)e. e also learned that because new shoes were expens[\?e,
le brought their old shoes to the cobbler to get them patched ..
or repm’rea’. But peop[e didn't usuall 6rmg their 0% clothes to
the dressmaker or tailor to have them /mtc/)ea’. hg not?
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Word Work

Exp[z’cz’t \/ombularg Instruction

. .
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[V) Z'h@ reﬂa/ &1[0(/{0/ gO(/f /)6//1/’0’, “T/Ie C//’essm%éer WOM[U/ Usé A

measw[ng tape to measure 24 Woman's arms and /egs,

as well as her c/zest, necé, and waist 6£Z(0/’€ cmft[ng the
fabn’c to make her dress

Sai the word measure with me.
hz’sper measure to the ceilin
\/D/u'sper measure to your nez’gh or.
Let’s c[ap it out.
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[o measure means to figure out the size (the

[engt/z, hez’g/)t, or Wez’i/)z) %f samet/zmg @
0 je

ct or @ us[ng A specm[

A [ like to measure my /lez'g/)z‘ and my brother's to

‘ .
® see Who is mlle/’.

. .
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Tell me an examp[e gf Somet/)z’ng you m[g/zt lige
to measure. Use the \2?0/'0’ measire When you tell
about it.

' / Wou[a’ lz’/&e to measure

Y
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\/O/m’s the word we have been m[/amg
mbom‘?

Let’s c[ap It out.

. .
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[ am gm‘ng to say some sentences. ﬁ

you think the sentence describes a Wag

to measure, thumbs up. ﬁ‘ it IS not a
Wag to measure, thumbs down

. .
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Joe looks at hz‘mseﬁ‘ in a mirror and

think he looks b[gger than he did the
a’ag bg‘ore.

. .
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Marg uses a ruler to see /mv\) long her

desk. s

. .
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Mg dad counts how many steps It
takes for him to get from one end of

the room to the other

. .
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[ he ?mbg puts the measuring tape in

her WOMZL/I.

. .
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Mom pm‘s t/)e .//zpp[es on a smle at the
grocery store to see hOW many pmma’s

g[ apples she has

. .




