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New Paltz Central School District 

English Language Arts/Reading 

Fourth Grade 

 

Test Taking As a Genre 

 

Lessons for Part 3 

 
Lesson 1 

 

The following activity asks students to synthesize information from two separate texts on the 

same topic and write a response. Activities like this can be done throughout the year and across 

the curriculum. 

 

This activity is to be done following discussions, read alouds, or technology presentations on 

Martin Luther King Jr. 

 

Following the above, tell the students that in order for them to better understand this history, they 

will be putting themselves in the place of a black child living in the south at the time that Martin 

Luther King was growing up there. Explain that this activity will also help them prepare for the 

State ELA test where they will have to write a response using details from two reading passages. 

 

Activity 

 

Students will independently read the poem Merry-Go-Round by Langston Hughes and a section 

from the book If You Lived at the Time of Martin Luther King by Ellen Levine (see attached). 

Students will then write a response to the following: 

 

 Put yourself in the place of a black child living in the south in the 1950s when Martin 

Luther King was growing up. 

 Write a letter to your friend living in the north, explaining what your life is like. 

 In the letter, be sure to use details from both the poem Merry-Go-Round and the excerpt 

from If You Lived at the Time of Martin Luther King. 

You might have students highlight what they used from the poem in one color and what they 

used from the excerpt in another. 

Have students share their letters. 

You might copy some good exemplars to put on the overhead. 
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Merry-Go-Round 

 

Colored child at carnival: 

 
Where is the Jim Crow section 

On this merry-go-round, . 

Mister, cause I want to ride? 

Down South where I come from 

White and colored 

Can't sit side by side. 

Down South on the train 

There's a Jim Crow car. 

On the bus we're put in the back— 

But there ain't no back 

To a merry-go-round! 

Where's the horse 

For a kid that's black? 
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Lesson 2 

This is designed to be the students’ first encounter with Part 3 of a sample test (see attached). 

Please note that the same activity can be done with any sample test you choose. 

Explain to the students that you will be going over Part 3 of a test given in a past year and that 

you will be guiding them through it in order to acquaint them with what is required. Tell them on 

another day they will be trying one on their own. 

Before you begin the activity, have the students look through the test as you point out the 

structural elements. 

Activity 

 Do a shared reading of the first text, making sure students are following along closely as 

you read. 

 Students will turn and talk to the person sitting next to them to generally share their 

thinking about the story. 

 After a couple of minutes, call their attention to the first constructed response and read 

the instructions to them. 

 Students will talk to their partner about their ideas. 

 Have a few students share their responses and write one or two down on an overhead or 

SMART Board. 

 Follow the steps above for the second text. 

 Read the instructions for the final extended response, pointing out the importance of the 

bullets. 

 Give students as much time as they need to talk to their partner about their ideas for each 

bullet. 

 Have a few students share their ideas. 

 Model on an overhead or SMART Board how you would write a response. 

o Model your thinking aloud as you decide on the details to include for each bullet. 

o Model how to add writer’s voice to make it less dry.*  

 When done, go back to highlight the details you used from each text. 

 

* You might choose to do this on another day where you take the response you’ve written 

without voice and demonstrate how to add it. 
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Lesson 3 
 

You may choose to do this over two days. 

 

In this lesson the students will independently do Part 3 of the fourth grade 2010 ELA test. Before 

they begin, they will be shown the general rubric and when done, they will be shown the rubric 

specific to this 2010 test so that they may score their own work as well as samples presented to 

them. 

 

Before beginning the activity remind the students of the work they did in lesson 2 and tell them 

that today they will be working independently in order to continue to prepare them for the actual 

test. Tell them for this first independent practice they will be given as much time as they need, 

but that eventually they will be practicing within the given time. 

 

Activity 

 

 Hand each student a general rubric (attached). Go over it, interpreting the boxes using 

less difficult language when necessary. 

 Students take the test (if doing this over two days, end day 1 here). 

 Hand each student a specific rubric (attached). Go over it. 

 Put up overheads of exemplars (attached). 

 Students will score them referring to the specific rubric as they do so. 

 Have some students share the scores they gave and their reasoning behind them. 

 Do the same with several exemplars. 

 Students will score their own work. 

 

In the next day or two go over the tests individually with students, complimenting what they did 

well and when needed, asking where they could have added more detail. 

 

In cases where punctuation and/or spelling is an issue have them make corrections. In cases 

where more detail is necessary, have them add it using arrows or through a rewrite. 
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