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Graduation Pathways 2023 and Beyond

• Please note, this is the most up-to-date information, as 
of September 14, 2022.



Graduation Requirements

• #1 – Course Requirements: 
Cover the Basic Newton HS 
Graduation Requirements     →

• #2 – Earn a passing score on 
Ohio’s Algebra I and English II 
tests. Students who do not pass 
the test will be offered 
additional support and must 
retake the test at least once.

• #3 – Earn two Ohio Graduation 
Diploma Seals.



Course Requirements:
Newton High School Graduation Requirements

Just in 
case you 
are 
interested 
in an 
honors 
diploma



Demonstration of Competency

Competency of Ohio’s State Tests:
Algebra I (or Integrated Math I) – 684

English Language Arts II – 684

Alternative Assessment for Math (AASCD): Basic – 489

Alternative Assessment for English (AASCD): Basic – 485

Competency Alternatives

College 

Credit 

Plus

Military 

Enlistment

Career 

Readiness

ACT or SAT 
Remediation 
Free Score



Competency Alternative:
ACT or SAT Remediation Free Score

Subject ACT SAT

English Language Arts English subscore of ≥ 18 Evidence-Based Reading and 

Writing Score of ≥ 480
Reading subscore of ≥ 22

Mathematics Mathematics subscore of ≥ 22 Mathematics score of ≥ 530

Demonstrate Competency in Subject Area Not Passed



Competency Alternative:
Military Enlistment

• Provide evidence that a student 
has enlisted in a branch of the 
U.S. Armed Forces:

– All branches offer a Delayed Entry 
Program

– ASVAB scores may need to be 
entered as well



Competency Alternative:
College Credit Plus

• Earn college credit in a non-
remedial Math or English course 
(for the subject area(s) not 
passed) to demonstrate 
competency.



Competency Alternative:
Career Readiness

Foundational Demonstration Supporting Demonstration

• Cumulative score of proficient or higher 

on 3 or more WebXams in single career 

pathway

• Earn a 12-pt approved industry 

recognized credential or group of 

credentials totaling 12 pts in one career 

field

• Earn a state issued license in a vocation 

that requires an exam

• Pre-apprenticeship or apprenticeship 

program

• Registered with Ohio State 

Apprenticeship Council

• Complete 250 hours of work based 

learning

• Earn the workforce readiness score of 14 

on WorkKeys

• Earn the OhioMeansJobs Readiness Seal

Must complete 2 below, with at least one being from the foundational list



Demonstration of Competency:
Students with Disabilities

• Students must test, receive remediation, and retest in the subject 
area not passed to be excused from by an IEP team from 
demonstrating competency to meet graduation requirements

– Remediation is to be determined by the school district

• Excusal from Competency does NOT excuse from Readiness 
Seals

– Students must still earn two seals (at least 1 (one) must be a state seal)



Are there any QUESTIONS on:

• COURSE REQUIREMENTS?

• COMPETENCY?

If you have any please contact 

Gavin Spitler at:

gavin_spitler@newton.k12.oh.us

Or at 937-676-2002 ext. 1011

mailto:gavin_spitler@newton.k12.oh.us


Demonstration of Readiness
Graduation Seals

• There are 12 total Readiness Diploma Seals for students to 
demonstrate academic, technical and professional readiness for 
careers, college, the military or self-sustaining professions.

– 9 of the Readiness Seals are considered “State Defined” Seals

– 3 of the Readiness Seals are considered “Local Defines” Seals

– Criteria to Earn Seals

• Students will demonstrate readiness by earning at least two 
diploma seals

– At least one of the seals earned must be state defined

https://education.ohio.gov/Topics/Ohio-s-Graduation-Requirements/Ohio%E2%80%99s-Graduation-Requirements/Graduation-Seals


Graduation Seals
• Earn at least two of the following Ohio graduation 

diploma seals:

1. Ohio means jobs readiness seal

2. Industry-recognized credential seal

3. College-ready seal

4. Military enlistment seal

5. Citizenship seal

6. Science seal

7. Honors diploma seal

8. Seal of biliteracy

9. Technology seal

10. Community service seal (local)

11. Fine and performing arts seal (local)

12. Student engagement seal (local)

*specifics for each seal can be found on the following slides or 
at the following link: ..\Ohio Graduation Seals\Graduation 
Seals.pdf

../Ohio Graduation Seals/Graduation Seals.pdf


State Defined Seals



OhioMeansJobs Seal

• Demonstrate proficiency in each of the 15 
identified professional skills

• Use the OhioMeansJobs Readiness Form to 
record demonstration of each professional 
skill

• Work with at least 3 mentors to 
validate/confirm each skill across a minimum 
of two of the three environments

– Community – volunteer coordinators, faith-based 
leaders and others

– Work – supervisors, hiring managers, experienced co-
workers

– School – teachers, administrators, coaches, etc.

• Please read about further details regarding 
the OMJ State Seal at: 

OhioMeansJobs

https://education.ohio.gov/Topics/New-Skills-for-Youth/SuccessBound/OhioMeansJobs-Readiness-Sealhttp:/education.ohio.gov/Topics/New-Skills-for-Youth/SuccessBound/OhioMeansJobs-Readiness-Seal


Industry-Recognized Credential Seal
• Earn 12 points of industry-

recognized credential that is 
aligned to a job that is 
determined to be “in-demand” 
in this state and its regions; OR

• Earn a group of credentials 
totaling 12 points in a single 
career field

• Obtaining a state-issued license 
for a practice in a vocation that 
requires an examination

• Earning an industry-recognized 
credential and a WorkKeys
score of 14 is one of multiple 
options to earn a high school 
diploma. 

For additional information check 

out the link below:

Industry-Recognized Credential

http://education.ohio.gov/Topics/Ohio-Graduation-Requirements/Graduation-Requirements-2018-and-Beyond/Industry-Recognized-Credentials-and-WorkKeys/Industry-Recognized-Credentials
http://education.ohio.gov/Topics/Ohio-s-Graduation-Requirements/Industry-Recognized-Credentials/Workforce-Readiness-Score/Reimbursement-for-WorkKeys-Tests
http://education.ohio.gov/Topics/Ohio-s-Graduation-Requirements
http://education.ohio.gov/Topics/Ohio-s-Graduation-Requirements/Industry-Recognized-Credentials


College-Ready Seal

• Additional information can be found at:

College-Ready

Students must earn remediation-free on the ACT or SAT……

http://education.ohio.gov/Topics/Ohio-s-Graduation-Requirements/College-and-Career-Readiness-Test


Military Enlistment Seal

Students must complete one of the following:

Show evidence of enlistment in a branch of the armed services; or

Participate in a JROTC program.

Evidence of Enlistment:

Provide the district or school a signed copy of the Department of Defense 
Form Enlistment/Reenlistment (DD Form 4) enlistment contract.

**After taking and achieving the required score on the ASVAB and 
completing the oath of enlistment into the Delayed Training Program, each 
recruit signs and is provided a copy of his or her Department Defense Form 
Enlistment/Reenlistment (DD Form 4) enlistment contract. This is the same for 
all branches of services. Students must submit this documentation to 
demonstrate evidence of enlistment. The DEADLINE to complete all of the 
above and submit the DD Form 4 to Newton Local Schools is the last business 
day of April of the senior (graduating) year.



Citizenship Seal
A student can:

• Earn a score of proficient “3” or higher 
on both the American history and 
American government end-of-course 
exams

• Earn a final course grade equivalent to 
a “B” or higher in American history and 
American government

• Earn a final course grade that is 
equivalent to a “B” or higher in 
appropriate classes taken through the 
College Credit Plus program

To earn this seal a student may use any of 
the allowable criteria pertaining to 
American history and American 
government



Science Seal
A student can:

• Earn a score of proficient “3” or 
higher on the biology end-of-course 
exam

• Earn a “B” or higher in:

– Chemistry, Physics, or other advanced 
physical science course

– Biology, or other advanced life science 
course

– Astronomy, physical geology, or other 
earth or space science

• Earn a final course grade that is 
equivalent to a “B” or higher in an 
appropriate class taken through the 
College Credit Plus program



Honors Diploma Seal
• High school students can gain state recognition for 

exceeding Ohio’s graduation requirements through an 
honors diploma. Students challenge themselves by 
taking and succeeding at high-level coursework and in 
real-world experiences.

• Ohio students have the opportunity to choose to 
pursue one of five honors diplomas:

1. Academic Honors Diploma

2. Career Tech Honors Diploma

3. STEM Honors Diploma

4. Arts Honors Diploma*

5. Social Science and Civic Engagement Honors 
Diploma

• *includes dance, drama/theatre, music and visual art.

For additional information please check out the link below:

Honors Diploma

http://education.ohio.gov/Topics/Ohio-Graduation-Requirements/Graduation-Requirements-2014-2017/Honors-Diplomas/Academic-Honors-Diploma
http://education.ohio.gov/Topics/Ohio-Graduation-Requirements/Graduation-Requirements-2014-2017/Honors-Diplomas/Career-Tech-Honors-Diploma
http://education.ohio.gov/Topics/Ohio-Graduation-Requirements/Graduation-Requirements-2014-2017/Honors-Diplomas/STEM-Honors-Diploma
http://education.ohio.gov/Topics/Ohio-Graduation-Requirements/Graduation-Requirements-2014-2017/Honors-Diplomas/Arts-Honors-Diploma
http://education.ohio.gov/Topics/Ohio-Graduation-Requirements/Graduation-Requirements-2014-2017/Honors-Diplomas/Social-Science-and-Civic-Engagement-Honors-Diploma
http://education.ohio.gov/Topics/Ohio-s-Graduation-Requirements/Honors-Diplomas


Seal of Biliteracy

• A Seal of Biliteracy recognizes graduating seniors who can demonstrate 
high levels of proficiency in English and at least one other language. A 
school or district gives this award by following state-established guidelines.



Technology Seal

• A student can:

– Earn a final course grade that is 
equivalent to a “B” or higher in an 
appropriate class taken through 
the College Credit Plus program

– Complete a course offered 
through the district or school that 
meets guidelines developed by 
the Department. (A district or 
school is not required to offer a 
course that meets those 
guidelines.)

– Newton offers the above 
mentioned course, which is called 
“Technology”



Locally Defined Seals



Community Service Seal
HOW TO EARN…

Complete a community service project aligned with 
the guidelines adopted by the student’s local board of 
education.

A quality community service experience achieves the 
following:
1. Provides students with an opportunity to 

demonstrate critical thinking, leadership, 
professionalism, knowledge, and social and 
emotional skills.

2. Gives students the opportunity to gain valuable 
work skills and explore possible career options in the 
public, nonprofit and philanthropic sectors.

3. Helps students make connections in their 
community.

4. Introduces the students to the needs of their 
community and promotes an understanding of 
civic engagement and how valuable it is to the 
community and the individuals within the 
community.

GUIDELINES

A student may earn a Community Service Seal by 
completing a minimum of forty (40) hours of community 
service during high school in a quality community 
service experience.

Community service experiences must be approved by 
the District’s designated community service advisor in 
advance. At the completion of the community service 
hours, the students will be required to confirm with the 
community service organization’s supervisor via a 
signature and finally the hours and signature must be 
approved by the District’s designated community 
service advisor.



Fine and Performing Arts Seal
HOW TO EARN…

Demonstrate skill in the fine or 

performing arts according to an 

evaluation aligned with the 

guidelines adopted by the 

student’s local board of 

education.

GUIDELINES

A student must complete one of the following:

1. Earn two (2) credits of approved fine arts 

program electives in one (1) of the following 

disciplines: visual arts, or music, during high 

school.

2. Complete one (1) full credit of a fine art 

(band, choir, or a visual arts course) and 

successfully participate in one (1) additional 

fine art related extracurricular experience 

through Newton High School (Including but 

not limited to drama club, art club, or pep 

band). Successful participation is defined as 

engagement in at least seventy-five percent 

(75%) of the group’s activities. The activities 

for each group will be determined and 

reported by the group’s advisor.



Student Engagement Seal
HOW TO EARN…

Participate in extracurricular 

activities such as athletics, 

clubs, or student government to 

a meaningful extent, as 

determined by guidelines 

adopted by the student’s local 

board of education.

GUIDELINES

Students must participate in at least two 

(2) board approved extracurricular 

activities during high school. Eligible 

activities include participation in an 

athletic program, recognized school club 

(including school clubs at Upper Valley 

Career Center and Miami Valley Career 

Technology Center), or student 

government.

In order for participation to count toward 

earning a seal, successful participation is 

defined as engagement in at least 

seventy-five percent (75%) of the group’s 

activities. The activities for each group will 

be determined and reported by the 

group’s advisor. 



Covid-19 Flexibility for Missed Assessments

Check out the details….

House Bill 67 - Section 9

https://search-prod.lis.state.oh.us/solarapi/v1/general_assembly_134/bills/hb67/EN/05?format=pdf
https://search-prod.lis.state.oh.us/solarapi/v1/general_assembly_134/bills/hb67/EN/05?format=pdf


Demonstration of Competency or Readiness 
Transfer Students

• Students that have transferred in from homeschool, private 
school, or a non-public may not have to complete all of the 
same graduation requirements depending on when they transfer 
in and what they have taken previously

• Local seals can be adjusted or prorated for transfer students



High School Scheduling

• Freshmen

• Sophomores

• Juniors

• Seniors

• Upper Valley Career Center 
Reminder

• College Credit Plus



Scheduling for Freshmen
• 9th Grade:

• English 9

• World History

• IPS

• Algebra 1/Geometry

• Technology

• Health

• PE

• Electives (2 to 3)



Scheduling for Sophomores

• 10th Grade:

• English 10

• U.S. History

• Biology

• Geometry/Algebra 2

• Financial Literacy

• PE

• Electives (3 to 4)



Upper Valley Career Center Reminder



Scheduling for Juniors

• 11th Grade:

• English 11

• Government

• Chemistry

• Math (at least one)

• Electives (3 to 4)



Scheduling for Seniors

• 12th Grade:

• English 12/Adv English 12 

• Physics

• Math (at least one)

• Social Studies Elective

• Electives (3 to 4)



CCP Scheduling Reminder

30 Total Hours Allowed

• Total CCP Hours/year

– Determine number of high school only 
units

– Multiple that number by 3

– Subtract the result from 30

– That number is the total number 
of college credits that CCP 
student may earn that academic 
year.

Example:

• 9th Grade Schedule:

– English 9 = 1 credit

– World History = 1 credit

– IPS = 1 credit

– Geometry = 1 credit

– Technology = 1 credit

– Health = ½ credit

– AFNR = 1.25 credits

• TOTAL HS CREDITS = 6.75

• 6.75 x 3 = 20.25

• 30-20.25 = 9.75 (TOTAL CCP HRS ALLOWED 
FOR THE YEAR)



CCP Scheduling Requirements at Newton

College Credits 

• 3, 4, or 5 Classes (12 or more semester hours)

• 4 Classes (less than 12 semester hours)

• 3 Classes (less than 12 semester hours)

• 2 Classes (at least 4 semester hours)

• 1 Class (at least 3 semester hours)

Classes at Newton High School

• None

• 1*

• 2*

• 3*

• 4*

All Newton students taking college credit courses, on a college campus or online, must be full-time 

students (12 semester hours). If you are not a full-time student you must attend classes at Newton 
High School.

*The maximum number of credits (discussed in the previous slide) may affect the number of 
classes a student is required to take at Newton High School.



Honors Diploma

• If you are interested in the Honors 
Diploma please check out the 
Guidance page under Graduation 
Requirements!

→


