
Creating a work of art based on 
Dr. Martin Luther King, Jr (MLK) quote

“Dr. Martin Luther King’s speech at Cornell College on Oct. 15, 1962, 

“The time is always ripe to do right.”

2022
Martin Luther King Jr. 

Inspired Art



Shaded MLK Grid Drawing 
Glued on at the end

Background Based on the quote:
“The time is always ripe to do right.”

(2021 MLK Quote was “Now is the time…”)
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Reflecting upon the statement from 
“Dr. Martin Luther King’s speech at 
Cornell College on Oct. 15, 1962:

“The time is always 

ripe to do right.”



Breaking Down the Quote for Understanding
“The time is always ripe to do right.”

1. Brainstorm in Partners or Groups of 3: What does the quote mean to you?





STUDENTS WILL RESPOND TO THE TASK BELOW: 
After reading and reflecting upon the statement from “Dr. 
Martin Luther King’s speech at Cornell College on Oct. 15, 
1962:“The time is always ripe to do right.”
You will produce a response in visual arts that expresses 
how his sentiments are reflected in our community today.

MLK Portrait Grid Paper: White Drawing paper size 10” x 12”
Media used: Graphite Pencil/Drawing Pencil

Background Paper: White Drawing paper size 11” x 17” 
Media used: Color Pencils and/or markers.



Content: 
● Quotation integrated with depth & 
insight 
● Project honors the author 
● Inspirational

Originality: 
● Very unique and creative 
● Not derivative or copyrighted 
● Well thought out to a high degree

Aesthetics: 
● Size 11” x 17”
● Highly visible appeal 
● Elicits and keeps attention 
● Interesting design/layout

Skills: 
● Highly skilled at medium 
used 
● Clean and free of errors 
● Strengths using medium

Overall:
● Understood meaning
● Collaborated with others
● Researched MLK
● Developed a plan
● Approved by teacher
● Creative use of content 
and materials



Brainstorming a work of art based on Dr. Martin Luther King, Jr (MLK) quote: 

“The time is always ripe to do right.”
1. Cut out your MLK Portrait (DO NOT Glue it on Background paper-LAST STEP is Glue)
2. Brainstorm by drawing and writing your ideas using images, words, descriptions, 

quotes.... on sketch on paper 11”x 17”

1. Sketch out your plan

1. Share and get approval by your teacher (s)

1. Brainstorm  materials are you using? Pencil, Color Pencil, Oil Pastels, Watercolor, Collage,
Mix-Medium, Digital

1. Discuss with your teacher(s)  what materials you want to use and why

1. Create your final project using 11”x 17” paper and the medium you discussed with your 
teacher(s) (Make Sure to know where your MLK Portrait will go first, but Glue it down 
Last)

1. Once finished with the background based on the quote, glue your MLK portrait in palace



STUDENTS WILL RESPOND TO THE TASK BELOW:

After reading and reflecting upon the statement from Dr. 
Martin Luther King’s you will be creating a work of art 
based on Dr. Martin Luther King, Jr (MLK) quote: “The 
time is always ripe to do right.” You will produce a 
response in the visual arts that expresses how his sentiments
are reflected in our community today.



If you are interested in entering in the official 
East Side Union High School District 2021 
MLK Contest you will need the following:
1. Turned into to Ms. Baribeau or Mr. 

Seeberger on or before December 5, 2021

1. Name (w/phonetic pronunciation), phone, 
email, grade, school, and teacher’s name 
should be written on the back. 
*Please tape a 3”X5” card with an Artisit 
Statement/Explanation of your work on the back



Examples of past 
Martin Luther King Jr. 

*Based on different quotes



by Jen B







by Naomi 
Jerrell, 17



Fresno County 
School MLK 

Poster

Brown County
School 

MLK Poster



San Antonio School MLK Poster



Southern 

Denton 

School MLK 

Poster



Southern Denton School

MLK Poster



Arlington Public 

School MLK 

Poster



MLK Poster Examples Part 2 

Michael Furrow





David Chase 
Woody



Preston 
Coker


