
Senior Post High School 
Planning

Brookline High School



College Counselor: Lenny Libenzon
College-related 
presentations to 
parents and students. 
Work with challenging 
situations. 

Please contact your 
counselor first.

lenny_libenzon@psbma.org

mailto:lenny_libenzon@psbma.org


Career Counselor: Kate Kennedy
Career exploration & 
information; 
interviewing; job 
shadows; supporting 
students with 
alternative post grad 
plans, such as trades

kate_kennedy@psbma.org

mailto:kate_kennedy@psbma.org


Follow this link for the BHS College Application Guide

http://bhs.brookline.k12.ma.us/guidance 

https://docs.google.com/document/d/1plmaGDijIT3p5OmchNcnKIbEuXA2vwJPyGVbbAZW3Kw/edit?usp=sharing
http://bhs.brookline.k12.ma.us/guidance


Senior Seminars
Seminar 1: Week of September 20

Seminar 2: Mid-Oct 



Class of 2021 outcomes
Outcome % of students

4 Yr College (incl 
non-us) 84.00%
2 Year College 4.40%
Employed 4.80%
Non-U.S. College 4.80%
Year Off 3.40%
Military 1.0%
Other (Prep, etc) 1.80%

https://succeed.naviance.com/reporting-framework/reports/customize?report_instance_id=57&sort=396
https://succeed.naviance.com/reporting-framework/reports/customize?report_instance_id=57&sort=398


Community College & Mass Transfer
https://www.mass.edu/masstransfer/

https://www.mass.edu/masstransfer/


Gap Year
teenlife.org
https://www.gooverseas.com/gap-year
https://www.omprakash.org/
https://www.cityyear.org/

BHS Gap Year Fair in January

http://www.teenlife.org/
https://www.gooverseas.com/gap-year
https://www.omprakash.org/
https://www.cityyear.org/


Colleges will 
continue using 

Holistic & 
Contextual Review 



Many selective colleges report 
that at least half of admitted 

students were accepted 
test-optional



1675+ colleges are 
test-optional. 

75% of 4-year colleges for 
current seniors

For the complete list, go to 
fairtest.org

http://fairtest.org


We send only your final grades for 
grades 9-11.

We send 1st and 2nd term senior 
year grades to colleges

It is important to take a balanced 
load of classes and do well, 

especially after the pandemic year



Your responsibility
• Research schools

• Release transcripts
• Match Common App & Naviance

• Give Self-Description Form & Parent Brag sheet to counselor
• Request teacher rec

• Release your test scores



Finding the Best Fit

• Your guidance counselor
• Relatives and friends who went to 

college
• [virtual] College tours
• FIske guide to Colleges

• College reps visiting BHS

Sources of College Information



BHS College Visits
9/ 20 - 11/ 9

4 pm - 8 pm

BHS Calendars

bhs.brookline.k12.ma.us/
calendars.html

http://bhs.brookline.k12.ma.us/calendars.html
http://bhs.brookline.k12.ma.us/calendars.html
http://bhs.brookline.k12.ma.us/calendars.html


Researching Colleges Remotely

● Sign up for college newsletters and updates
● Open every email from the colleges you are interested in and click on the links
● Attend Upcoming Virtual College Admission Events including tours and 

information sessions - check college websites
● Attend NACAC Virtual College Fairs 

https://nacac-virtual-college-fairs.mailchimpsites.com/


https://student.naviance.com/colleges

https://student.naviance.com/colleges








Apply to
SAFETY MATCH REACH



Naviance Graph: Safety, Match or Reach?



Naviance Graph: Safety, Match or Reach?



Naviance Graph: Safety, Match or Reach?



University of Maine



New York University



University of Vermont



UMass Amherst update
Early Action Admit Rates

Overall: 74%

Nursing: 15% 

Computer Science: 49%

Finance: 56%

Reg Decision Admit Rates

Overall: 51%

Nursing: 4%

COmputer Science: 20%

Finance: 37%



GPA
Unofficial BHS GPA has been updated on Naviance (Go to About 
Me:: Profile)

For class of 2021, we did not share GPA with colleges; most 
admission offices calculate their own GPA anyway.

Same for class of 2022



Regular Decision
Apply by January 1/ 15

Decision by April 1

Choose by May 1st

Check the college website for specific deadlines!



Early Action
Apply by November 1/ 15

Decision by mid-December

Choose by May 1st

You can apply to several schools Early Action. UMass Amherst 
deadline this year was Nov 05.



Early Decision
Apply by November 1/ 15

Decision by mid-December

Choose by YOU HAVE TO GO TO THIS SCHOOL

You can apply to only ONE (1) school Early Decision. Since 
you have to go if admitted, you might get less financial 
assistance.



https://apply.commonapp.org/login

https://apply.commonapp.org/login










YouTube Video showing the matching process:  https://youtu.be/-HgtPb5cNqI

https://youtu.be/-HgtPb5cNqI


Release your transcripts 4 weeks before the deadline
College Deadline BHS Transcript Release Deadline

October 15 Sept 20

November 1 October 4

November 15 October 18

December 1 November 2

December 15 November 15

January 1 November 29

January 15 December 13

February 1 January 5

February 15 January 18



Meeting with your counselor

• Parent brag sheet

• Student self-description form 
• (Naviance: About Me: Surveys from Your School) 

• Online: Filled out and signed release form

https://drive.google.com/file/d/0B6If7_KxeX3jdlotb2JOVVNrNE0/view?usp=sharing
https://student.naviance.com/about-me/surveys
https://forms.gle/HdwhFUW4yBYtJJyF9


Teacher Recommendations

• Ask if the teacher will “write a good recommendation”
• Provide a list of colleges to the teacher
• Do not ask more than 2 teachers for a recommendation
• At BHS, you can not add teachers to your Naviance. 

Teachers add you themselves after you talk to them



TEst Score Release

• Release your SAT & AP Scores from Collegeboard.com
• Release your ACT scores from ACT.org



essays
• PTO College Essay Workshop, 09/25, 8:30 to noon via zoom

Please register before Sept. 23rd at 
https://bit.ly/2021BHSCollegeEssayWorkshop

https://protect-us.mimecast.com/s/CV0lC0RXLpcQLqZ9TwMR4E?domain=bit.ly


essays
• Write several “rough” essays, choose one to edit
• Be mindful of short “supplemental essays” 



Financial Aid Presentation
October 20, 6:30pm
Students & Parents!

RSVP: https://www.mefa.org/events/college-financing-10-20

https://www.mefa.org/events/college-financing-10-20


Quick College Cost Estimator

https://myintuition.org/parents-students/

https://myintuition.org/parents-students/


Scholarships
https://www.fastweb.com/

https://www.goingmerry.com/

BHS Scholarships application will be open later in the year. The 
committee will require CSS Profile.

https://www.fastweb.com/
https://www.goingmerry.com/


Financial Aid Applications
Fill out the FAFSA form as soon as possible after October 1st 
https://studentaid.gov/

if the school is on the PROFILE list found on collegeboard.org financial aid 
site, complete all the requirements described on the PROFILE site for your 
school and/or from your college.
https://cssprofile.collegeboard.org/

https://studentaid.gov/
https://cssprofile.collegeboard.org/


The Freshman, by Roger Granet
 
Having moved quarts of clothes
And stereos inside your pint-sized room, 
We finally start to say our
Ivy-covered bittersweet so longs.
And all the while I promise not
To be surrounded by my maudlin memories.
No thoughts of pig-tailed 4-year-olds
On Daddy-driven seesaws
Or love-struck moody adolescents
On endless cordless phone calls.
Instead I am circled by future fantasies
Of wide-eyed college kids swept up
In Western Civ and English Comp
Or tame gentle frat parties with
Light beer and late night laughter.
And suddenly released from my ruminations
We all squeeze these moments until you
Disappear into the freshman dorm
Kissing us and yesterday goodbye and
Hugging newborn notions of bold tomorrows. 


