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Washington Compared to the U.S. Average
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• Record statewide four-year graduation rate 81+%
• African American, Native American, Hispanic, low-income, and students with 

disabilities graduation rates are increasing faster than state average
• Record high credits at graduation
• #6 in the nation in 8th grade NAEP math scores
• #7 in the nation in 8th grade NAEP ELA scores
• Statewide SAT participation and average score has increased four 

straight years
• Kindergarten Readiness in all six domains has increased from 37% to 

46% over the past four years

Washington K–12 Public Schools Performance
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• To close achievement gaps we will have to focus resources
• Targeted dollars by poverty, EL, special needs, and race

• Grow support services faster than instructional services (Staffing Enrichment Workgroup)
• Counselors
• Nurses
• Mental health
• Administrators/attendance/discipline/data

• Will need to enhance the prototypical model at first
• Overall investment in K–12 must continue to exceed private economy (we are still 

an underfunded state, but growing rapidly)
• Compensation now at market (Legislature needs to maintain)
• Pathways – We will be judged by equal opportunity to postsecondary options
• Dual Credit expansion – We are part of the debt bubble solution
• Dual Language expansion – Globalization compels us to be 

multilingual/multicultural

Our Shared Future
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• K–12 net revenues have increased by more than $3 billion/year
• Record investment level
• Record funding/student
• Record high compensation

• We are approaching the national average for K–12 spending as a percent of GSP
• Salary variance for certificated staff is most pronounced for the 1.0 districts
• Regionalization replaced much of the local levy funded TRI – high correlation
• Sustaining this with our current tax code will be very challenging
• Student achievement continues to rise and gaps are closing
• To grow investments further and increase student achievement, we will need to 

focus on enhancing basic education, most specifically in support services
• To contribute most to the economy, we need to further improve graduation rates 

and help reduce student loan debt burden

Major Conclusions
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Thank you!
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