
Honors English 10 Suggested Summer Reading List 
 

“Reading a good book is like taking a journey” ~Emma Gulliford  
 
Throughout your semester in Honors English 10, you will be reading 2 novels 
independently. During your first marking period, you will be required to read one of 
the following books. We know that a lot of people like to read over the summer, so 
we wanted to offer this list to you in case you would like to add one to your own 
summer reading list. 
 
The Catcher in the Rye by J. D. Salinger 
“The hero-narrator of The Catcher in the Rye is an ancient child of sixteen, a native New Yorker 
named Holden Caulfield. Through circumstances that tend to preclude adult, secondhand 
description, he leaves his prep school in Pennsylvania and goes underground in New York City 
for three days. The boy himself is at once too simple and too complex for us to make any final 
comment about him or his story. Perhaps the safest thing we can say about Holden is that he 
was born in the world not just strongly attracted to beauty but, almost, hopelessly impaled on it. 
There are many voices in this novel: children's voices, adult voices, underground voices-but 
Holden's voice is the most eloquent of all. Transcending his own vernacular, yet remaining 
marvelously faithful to it, he issues a perfectly articulated cry of mixed pain and pleasure. 
However, like most lovers and clowns and poets of the higher orders, he keeps most of the pain 
to, and for, himself. The pleasure he gives away, or sets aside, with all his heart. It is there for the 
reader who can handle it to keep.”  
 
I Know Why the Caged Bird Sings by Maya Angelou 
“Sent by their mother to live with their devout, self-sufficient grandmother in a small Southern 
town, Maya and her brother, Bailey, endure the ache of abandonment and the prejudice of the 
local "powhitetrash." At eight years old and back at her mother’s side in St. Louis, Maya is 
attacked by a man many times her age—and has to live with the consequences for a lifetime. 
Years later, in San Francisco, Maya learns that love for herself, the kindness of others, her own 
strong spirit, and the ideas of great authors ("I met and fell in love with William Shakespeare") will 
allow her to be free instead of imprisoned.” 
 
The Kite Runner by Khaled Hosseini 
“Amir is the son of a wealthy Kabul merchant, a member of the ruling caste of Pashtuns. Hassan, 
his servant and constant companion, is a Hazara, a despised and impoverished caste. Their 
uncommon bond is torn by Amir's choice to abandon his friend amidst the increasing ethnic, 
religious, and political tensions of the dying years of the Afghan monarchy, wrenching them far 
apart. But so strong is the bond between the two boys that Amir journeys back to a distant 
world, to try to right past wrongs against the only true friend he ever had.” 
 
Never Let Me Go by Kazuo Ishiguro 
“Hailsham seems like a pleasant English boarding school, far from the influences of the city. Its 
students are well tended and supported, trained in art and literature, and become just the sort of 
people the world wants them to be. But, curiously, they are taught nothing of the outside world 
and are allowed little contact with it. 
Within the grounds of Hailsham, Kathy grows from schoolgirl to young woman, but it’s only 
when she and her friends Ruth and Tommy leave the safe grounds of the school (as they always 
knew they would) that they realize the full truth of what Hailsham is.” 
 

All book descriptions taken from Goodreads.com 


