
STATE TESTING
IREAD and ISTEP+

Lake Station Schools Testing Team:
Bailey Facilitator: Kathy Brown – kbrown@lakes.k12.in.us
Hamilton Facilitator: Susanna Gulbrandsen– sgulbrandsen@lakes.k12.in.us
Title I Director : Janine Sheppard – jsheppard@lakes.k12.in.us
Edison Guidance: Christina Rose – crose@lakes.k12.in.us
Director of Technology: Ralph Girgenti – rgirgenti@lakes.k12.in.us



Indiana Reading Evaluation And Determination (IREAD-3)



WHAT IS IREAD-3?
 Administered in Grade 3

 Spring
 Summer retest

 Based on K-3 Foundational skills in reading

 IREAD-3 measures whether a student can read; 
ISTEP+ measures how well a student reads

 Passing IREAD-3 fulfills the requirements of Public Law 109 – designed to ensure that 
students can read before accessing fourth grade curriculum.



WHEN IS IREAD-3?
 Given after ISTEP+ Part 1

 The testing dates for 2018 are: 
 March 12 through March 16

 Administered online



HOW LONG IS IREAD-3
Test Number of 

Questions
Instruction Time 
(minutes)

Working Time
(minutes)

Total Time
(minutes)

I
READ-3 Practice Test

Section 1 6
(2 samples) 8 7 15

IREAD-3 Spring 2017 Operational Test

Section 1 16
(5 Samples) 23 16 39

Section 2 18-21
(1 Sample) 5 40 45

Section 3 17-20 2 40 42



IREAD-3 STANDARDS
 Based on Indiana Standards, IREAD-3 Assessment is a summative assessment that 

measures foundational reading standards through grade 3. 



WHAT HAPPENS IF MY CHILD DOESN’T PASS?
 Any student who does not pass in the spring has an opportunity to retest in the 

summer after attending summer remediation. 

 If a student does not pass the summer retest, then he or she will be retained and 
unable to move on to 4th grade (unless he/she has a “Good Cause Exemption”).

 According to the Indiana Department of Education:
“Students who do not pass IREAD-3 in the spring have an opportunity to retest in the summer.
Students who do not pass the spring or summer administrations of IREAD-3 will continue to
receive instruction in Grade 3 Reading, will be officially reported as a third grader, and will
fully participate in the IREAD-3 assessment.”

 A parent does not have the option of “opting out” of retention. 



SAMPLE 

IREAD-3 

QUESTIONS























Indiana Statewide Testing for Educational Progress (ISTEP+)



WHAT IS ISTEP+?
 Administered in Grades 3, 4, 5, 6, 7, 8, 10, and Biology 

 Winter- 10th grade retest
 Spring

 Based on Indiana College and Career Readiness Standards
 English Language Arts, Math, Science, Social Studies

 Adopted by the Indiana State Board of Education, the assessments are 
administered in two parts: 
 Part 1 consists of applied skills (open-ended) items
 Part 2 includes multiple-choice and technology-enhanced items



WHEN IS ISTEP+?

 Testing dates for 2018 are:

 Part 1: February 26 
through March 9

 Part 2: April 16 
through May 4
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ISTEP + STANDARDS

http://www.doe.in.gov/assessment/istep-grades-3-8



ISTEP BLUEPRINTS
 The blueprints can be used as tools to:

 Align expectations regarding mastery of the standards;
 Identify the degree of emphasis of curricular components;
 Assist and guide in prioritizing curriculum and instructional planning; and
 Enhance classroom assessment.

Content 
Area Grade
English/
Language Arts

Grade 3 Grade 4 Grade 5 Grade 6 Grade 7 Grade 8

Mathematics Grade 3 Grade 4 Grade 5 Grade 6 Grade 7 Grade 8

Science N/A Grade 4 N/A Grade 6 N/A N/A

Social Studies N/A N/A Grade 5 N/A Grade 7 N/A

http://www.doe.in.gov/assessment/istep-grades-3-8



HOW ELEMENTARY SCHOOLS PREPARE

 8-Step Process

 Indiana State Standards Testing - every 3 weeks

 Remediate standards based off scores - every 3 weeks

 Fun Fact Friday – math fact fluency

 Standardized testing Practice Tests and Lessons 

 Learning Log teacher meetings - for collaboration to build best practices in teaching.



10TH GRADE ISTEP+

 Beginning in 2016-17, the ISTEP+ Grade 10 English/Language Arts and Mathematics 
tests replace the End of Course Assessments (ECAs) in Algebra I and English 10 as 
the graduation examinations. 

 Every Indiana student in the graduating class of 2019 and beyond must 
demonstrate mastery of the Indiana Academic Standards measured by the ISTEP+ 
Grade 10 English/Language Arts and Mathematics assessments.

 Any Student enrolled in the Biology course will take the Biology part of the ISTEP exam.

 Retesting



HOW TO HELP YOUR CHILD PREPARE
 Compass Learning (Grades 1-5)

https://www.thelearningodyssey.com/

 ReadWorks (all grades)
http://www.readworks.org/

 IDOE IREAD-3 Item Sampler (3rd Grade)
http://www.doe.in.gov/assessment/iread-3

 ISTEP Sampler Questions (all grades)
https://www.doe.in.gov/assessment/istep-grades-3-8-10

 Google: IREAD / ISTEP Practice (all grades)
Many teachers across the state have created several practice sites and practice tests

 Read at Home – ask questions about the text



EXPERIENCE ISTEP+ ONLINE- PART 2
http://download.pearsonaccessnext.com/in/in-practicetest.html



PEARSON PERSPECTIVE
HTTPS://INDIANA.PEARSONPERSPECTIVE.COM/PERSPECTIVE/



TRACK STUDENT PROGRESS
• Check grades and attendance through Skyward.

• Email your child’s teacher with concerns.

• Review report cards and progress reports that come home.

• Review daily work and student agenda.

• Visit the Title I ISTEP Practice Website:
• Part 1: http://www.lakes.k12.in.us/Page/2284
• Part 2: http://www.lakes.k12.in.us/Page/2283



Some slides taken from the Nathan Hale Elementary PowerPoint for IREAD-3 Overview



Some slides taken from the Nathan Hale Elementary PowerPoint for IREAD-3 Overview


