
Butler Bookshelf #1: Exploration
Type this worksheet for the first book you read.  The worksheet is due __________________________.

Your Name: _______________________________
Title and author:  ______________________________________________________

1. What is the time period of the story?  What is the geographic location of the story?  
(There might be more than one important setting.) What role do these play in the 
story?

2. Read the first two pages of the book.  Using your inference skills and the text, make 
predictions about the story.  (Will it have a happy ending?  Will it be full of action?  
Will it be realistic?  Will you like it?)  Support your predictions with quotes.   

3. List three characters that are essential to the story.  Describe the characters using 
full sentences.  Make sure you include personality traits as well as physical description. 

Character: __________________ Character: __________________ Character: __________________
Description: Description: Description:



4. Which of these characters would make the best superhero?  Explain your answer with 
evidence from the text.

5. Describe three conflicts that occur in the story.  One must be related to race.  Explain 
the conflict and find a passage / quote (including page number) to support your answer. 

Person vs. Society Person vs. Person Person vs. Self
Description of 
conflict:

Passage / quote 
that illustrates 
conflict:

Page # ___________ Page # ___________ Page # ___________

6. Write a paragraph explaining a change that occurs due to one of the conflicts.  Be sure 
to have a clear topic sentence and two different supporting details with evidence from 
the text.



Name(s): _________________________________

Butler Bookshelf #1: Connection
Task: Find an article that connects one of the conflicts in your book to a current issue in 
American society.  Read the article in order to determine the main ideas.  While you are 
reading, highlight the specific supporting details that teach you the main ideas.  

Title of Article:
Date:
Website:
Brief explanation of why you trust this source: 

Brief explanation of the conflict that relates to your Butler Bookshelf book:

Main Idea #1:

Main Idea #2:

Main Idea #3:



Butler Bookshelf #1: Reflection
Context: Reading responses are your thoughts and feelings about what you have read.  
After you read a chapter or section of the book, write your personal response.  State your
thoughts, feelings, questions and reactions about situations, characters, theme, symbols, 
conflicts and any other elements that interest you.  Quote brief passages to explain your 
ideas.  Avoid plot summary.  The following is a list of suggested leads.  You may create your
own.  Use only one per entry.  

- The character I most admire is _____ because…
- This character reminds me of myself because…
- This character reminds me of _____ because…
- I like/dislike _____ because…
- The relationship between _____ and _____ is interesting because…
- This situation reminds me of a similar situation in my life.  It happened when…
- This situation reminds me of another time in history when…
- These ideas here remind me of the ideas in the novel _____ because…
- This part of the book is realistic/unrealistic because…
- I cannot believe the _____ that _____ experiences…
- This section explains the title.  The title means…
- I don’t understand this because… 

For each entry, use the following heading:
Name:
Pages reflected on:


