
 
 

 

 
EIGHTH GRADE   

 
  

 

The Absolutely True Diary of a Part-Time Indian     YA Alexie 
Budding cartoonist Junior leaves his troubled school on the Spokane Indian Reservation to attend an 
all-white farm town school where the only other Indian is the school mascot. 
  

Between Shades of Gray          YA Sepetys 
In 1941, fifteen-year-old Lina, her mother, and brother are pulled from their home by Soviet guards and 
sent to Siberia, where her father is sentenced to death while she fights for her life, vowing to honor her 
family and the thousands like hers by burying her story in a jar on Lithuanian soil.  

 

West of the Moon                YA Preus 
In nineteenth-century Norway, fourteen-year-old Astri, whose aunt has sold her to a mean goat herder, 
dreams of joining her father in America. 

 

Hidden Like Anne Frank: Fourteen True Stories of Survival   YA 940.531809 Prins  
Fourteen unforgettable true stories of children hidden away during World War II.  
 

Tagged                 YA Mullen 
When Liam, a fourteen-year-old graffiti artist, can't keep his grades up and is threatened by a local 
gang in the projects of Minneapolis, his mother sends him to Lake Michigan for the summer. 
   

Freak the Mighty             YA Philbrick  
At the beginning of eighth grade, learning disabled Max and his new friend Freak, whose birth defect 
has affected his body but not his brilliant mind, find that when they combine forces they make a 
powerful team. 

 

I Kill the Mockingbird          YA Acampora 
When best friends Lucy, Elena, and Michael receive their summer reading list, they are excited to see 
To Kill A Mockingbird included. But not everyone in their class shares the same enthusiasm. So they 
hatch a plot to get the entire town talking about the well-known Harper Lee classic. 
 

Bad Island          YA 741.5 TenNapel 
After Reese and his family are stranded on an island during a boating trip, they discover the island is 
not what it seems when the island's lethal inhabitants come after them. 
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