
the colorful apple

2ND GRADE YEARLONG PACiNG GUiDE



the colorful apple

Let’s face it, planning is time consuming!  

And fitting in a read aloud can be tricky. 

Let’s make it easier!

The Colorful Apple Book Club plans all 

your read aloud lessons for you.

Read more, plan less!

JOiN THE BOOK CLUB!

CLiCK HERE TO

JOiN NOW!

https://thecolorfulapple.com/bookclub/
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the colorful apple

• The following guide was created for second 

grade and includes pacing for reading, writing, 

science, social studies and SEL.

• Units that are underlined have an 

accompanying read aloud lesson.  Just click the 

link to be taken to the lesson.

• This is a 36-week pacing guide split into four 

quarters.  If your school uses trimesters, you can 

adjust the pacing accordingly into three 12-

week blocks.

• I have allowed one week each for Back to 

School, Holiday and End of the Year activities.  I 

also included a week for state testing.  Adjust 

your pacing accordingly depending on when/if 

your state testing takes place.

TEACHER DiRECTiONS



QUARTER 1

Week READiNG WRiTiNG SCiENCE SOCiAL STUDiES SEL

1 Back to School Activities

2
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Workshop
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Introduce Writing 
Workshop
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n What is a Scientist?

C
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Families
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Kindness

3 Illustrations
Stages of the 

Writing Process
Scientific Process Communities

4
Background 
Knowledge

Writing Ideas
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c
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Weather Cultures Empathy

5 Character traits Illustrations Clouds

M
a

p
 S
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lls

Where I Live Social Cues

6 Character traits Drafting Natural Disasters Maps Showing Respect

7 Character feelings Revising Sun Cardinal Directions Social Expectations

8 Character change Editing Moon Map Key Community

9 Setting Publishing Stars Transportation Gratitude
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Week READiNG WRiTiNG SCiENCE SOCiAL STUDiES SEL
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Personal Narrative
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Earth’s Water
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Citizens
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Making Friends

2 Story Retell Small Moments Water Cycle President Including Others

3

Sequence
of Events

Dialogue Earth Changes Voting
Getting Along with 

Others

4 Descriptive Writing Erosion
Branches of 
Government

Compromising

5

Summarizing

Describe Setting
P
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e
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Matter

C
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Celebrations Making Mistakes

6
Show Character 

Feelings 
States of Matter Hanukkah Conversations

7 Adding Details Classifying Objects Kwanzaa Conflict Resolution

8
Making 

Connections
Sensory Details Changes in Matter Lunar New Year Working with Others

9 Holiday Activities
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Week READiNG WRiTiNG SCiENCE SOCiAL STUDiES SEL
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Emotions

2 Researching Hibernation
George 

Washington
Setting Goals

3

Cause & Effect

Topic Sentences Habitats Abraham Lincoln Perseverance

4

Drafting

Ecosystems Benjamin Franklin Self-Control

5
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Non-Fiction Text 
Features

Biomes Helen Keller Calming Strategies

6 Main Idea Table of Contents Desert Biome Amelia Earhart
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Being Responsible

7 Context Clues
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How-To Writing

Aquatic Biome Harriet Tubman
Making Healthy 

Choices

8

Compare & 

Contrast 
Non-Fiction

Forest Biome Ruby Bridges
Making Good 

Choices

9 State Testing
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Week READiNG WRiTiNG SCiENCE SOCiAL STUDiES SEL
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Growth Mindset

2 Rhyme Acrostic Poems Earth Day Saving Money

3

Asking Questions

Haiku Poems
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Parts of a Plant Supply & Demand
Building 

Confidence

4
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Opinion Writing 

Plant Cycle Jobs
Positive Thinking 

Skills

5

Making Predictions

Plant Needs
Producers & 
Consumers

Understanding 
Feelings

6 Supporting Details Plant Habitats
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American Symbols

Strengths & 

Challenges

7

Point of View
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Letter Writing

Pollination Statue of Liberty

8 Food Sources American Flag
Hopes for the 

Future

9 End of Year Activities
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Skill/Strategy Book Title
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 1

1 Back to School Activities

2 Introduce Reading Workshop How to Read a Story

3 Illustrations Chalk

4 Build Background Knowledge The Relatives Came

5
Character Traits

Stand Tall, Molly Lou Melon

6 The Lion Inside

7 Character Feelings Giraffes Can’t Dance

8 Character Change The Good Egg

9 Setting Make Way for Ducklings

Q
U

A
R

T
E

R
 2

1 Story Elements The Paper Bag Princess

2 Story Retell Stellaluna

3
Sequencing of Events

Pancakes for Breakfast

4 In Our Garden

5

Summarizing

The Dog Who Cried Wolf

6 Sofia Valdez. Future Prez

7 Too Many Carrots

8 Making Connections Alexander & the Terrible, Horrible, No Good, Very Bad Day

9 Holiday Activities

Q
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T
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 3

1
Problem & Solution

The Adventures of Beekle

2 Bunny’s Book Club

3
Cause & Effect

If You Give a Dog a Donut

4 Jamie O’Rourke & the Big Potato

5 Non-Fiction Text Features National Geographic: Sea Turtles

6 Main Idea The Name Jar

7 Context Clues Baloney (Henry P.)

8 Compare & Contrast Non-Fiction Recess at 20° Below Zero

9 Test Prep

Q
U

A
R

T
E

R
 4

1 Poetry Silver Seeds

2 Rhyme Edward the Emu

3
Asking Questions

The Stranger

4 I am Ruby Bridges

5
Making Predictions

Too Much Glue

6 Groundhog’s Day Off

7
Point of View

Hey Little Ant

8 The Thing About Spring

9 End of the Year Activities

SCOPE & SEQUENCE

Reading
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Skill/Strategy Book Title

Q
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R

T
E

R
 1

1 Back to School Activities

2 Introduce Writing Workshop Look!  I Wrote a Book

3 Stages of the Writing Process Rocket Writes a Story

4 Writing Ideas Ralph Tells a Story

5 Illustrations Good Night Gorilla

6 Drafting Abdul’s Story

7 Revising Author: A True Story

8 Editing What Do Authors Do?

9 Publishing If You Were a Writer

Q
U

A
R

T
E

R
 2

1 Personal Narrative Roller Coaster

2 Small Moments Last Stop on Market Street

3 Dialogue Daniel’s Good Day

4 Descriptive Writing I Need My Monster

5 Describe Setting Owl Moon

6 Character Feelings A Weekend with Wendell

7 Adding Details One Day, the End

8 Sensory Details Hello Ocean

9 Holiday Activities

Q
U

A
R

T
E

R
 3

1 Informational Writing Hippos are Huge

2 Researching I Wonder

3 Topic Sentences Who Has These Feet?

4
Drafting

Abdul’s Story

5 A Squiggly Story

6 Table of Contents Endangered Animals of the Jungle

7
How-To Writing

How to Wash a Woolly Mammoth

8 How to Feed Your Parents

9 Test Prep

Q
U

A
R

T
E

R
 4

1 Poetry Poem Depot

2 Acrostic Poems Silver Seeds

3 Haiku Poems DogKu

4
Opinion Writing

The Day the Crayons Quit

5 Southwest Sunrise

6 Supporting Details A Girl Like You

7
Letter Writing

Dear Mrs. LaRue

8 Sincerely Yours: Writing Your Own Letter

9 End of the Year Activities

SCOPE & SEQUENCE

Writing
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Skill/Strategy Book Title

Q
U

A
R

T
E

R
 1

1 Back to School Activities

2 What is a Scientist? Ada Twist, Scientist

3 Scientific Process Charlotte the Scientist

4 Weather What Will the Weather Be?

5 Clouds The Cloud book

6 Natural Disasters I am the Storm

7 Sun I am the Sun

8 Moon The Moon Book

9 Stars Spots of Light

Q
U

A
R

T
E

R
 2

1 Earth’s Water One Well: The Story of Water on Earth

2 Water Cycle Water is Water

3 Earth Changes The Magic School Bus & the Climate Challenge

4 Erosion Cracking Up: A Story About Erosion

5 Matter What is the World Made Of?

6 States of Matter Sneezy the Snowman

7 Classifying Objects Matter Comes In All Shapes

8 Changes in Matter Freezing and Melting

9 Holiday Activities

Q
U

A
R

T
E

R
 3

1 Migration Going Home

2 Hibernation Bear Has a Story to Tell

3 Habitats Nature’s Patchwork Quilt

4 Ecosystems The Home Builders

5 Biomes What is a Biome?

6 Desert Biome One Small Square: Cactus Desert

7 Aquatic Biome Over and Under the Waves

8 Forest Biome Welcome to the Neighborwood

9 Test Prep

Q
U

A
R

T
E

R
 4

1 Recycling One Plastic Bag

2 Earth Day The Curious Garden

3 Parts of a Plant How Groundhog’s Garden Grew

4 Plant Cycle Up in the Garden & Down in the Dirt

5 Plant Needs From Seed to Plant

6 Plant Habitats The Busy Tree

7 Pollination Give Bees a Chance

8 Food Sources Tops & Bottoms

9 End of the Year Activities

SCOPE & SEQUENCE

Science

the colorful apple

https://thecolorfulapple.com/product/ada-twist-scientist/
https://thecolorfulapple.com/product/charlotte-the-scientist/
https://thecolorfulapple.com/product/what-will-the-weather-be/
https://thecolorfulapple.com/product/the-cloud-book/
https://thecolorfulapple.com/product/i-am-the-storm/
https://thecolorfulapple.com/product/water-is-water/
https://thecolorfulapple.com/product/sneezy-the-snowman/
https://thecolorfulapple.com/product/going-home/
https://thecolorfulapple.com/product/bear-has-a-story-to-tell/
https://thecolorfulapple.com/product/natures-patchwork-quilt/
https://thecolorfulapple.com/product/one-plastic-bag/
https://thecolorfulapple.com/product/how-groundhogs-garden-grew/
https://thecolorfulapple.com/product/up-in-the-garden/
https://thecolorfulapple.com/product/give-bees-a-chance/
https://thecolorfulapple.com/product/tops-bottoms/
https://thecolorfulapple.com/earth-day-interactive-read-aloud/


Skill/Strategy Book Title

Q
U

A
R

T
E

R
 1

1 Back to School Activities

2 Families A Family is a Family is a Family

3 Communities Just Help

4 Cultures This is How We Do It

5 Where I Live Where I Live

6 Maps Mapping Penny’s World

7 Cardinal Directions North, South, East, West

8 Map Keys Map Symbols, Keys, and Scales

9 Transportation If I Built a Car

Q
U

A
R

T
E

R
 2

1 Citizens What Can a Citizen Do?

2 The President If I Ran for President

3 Voting Max for President

4 Branches of Government Adventures of Chloe & Chris: The Three Branches of Government

5 Celebrations Winter Candle

6 Hanukkah One Candle

7 Kwanzaa My First Kwanzaa Book

8 Lunar New Year Chloe’s Lunar New Year

9 Holiday Activities

Q
U

A
R

T
E

R
 3

1 Martin Luther King Jr. Be a King

2 George Washington I am George Washington

3 Abraham Lincoln Looking at Lincoln

4 Benjamin Franklin Now & Ben

5 Helen Keller I am Helen Keller

6 Amelia Earhart I am Amelia Earhart

7 Harriet Tubman I am Harriet Tubman

8 Ruby Bridges The Story of Ruby Bridges

9 Test Prep

Q
U

A
R

T
E

R
 4

1 Wants vs. Needs Wants vs. Needs vs. Robots

2 Saving Money Alexander Who Used to Be Rich Last Sunday

3 Supply & Demand It Began with Lemonade

4 Jobs When I Grow Up

5 Producers & Consumers A River Ran Wild

6 American Symbols America Is

7 Statue of Liberty L is for Liberty

8 American Flag The Flag We Love

9 End of the Year Activities

SCOPE & SEQUENCE

Social Studies
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Skill/Strategy Book Title

Q
U

A
R

T
E

R
 1

1 Back to School Activities

2
Kindness

The Kindest Red

3 The Cool Bean

4 Empathy We’re All Wonders

5 Social Cues You Will Be My Friend

6 Showing Respect Whoever You Are

7 Social Expectations We Don’t Eat Our Classmates

8 Community Thank You, Omu

9 Gratitude Thankful
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1 Making Friends The Someone New

2 Including Others The Big Umbrella

3 Getting Along with Others The Recess Queen

4 Compromising It’s Mine!

5 Making Mistakes Regina’s Big Mistake

6 Conversations Quiet Please, Owen McPhee

7 Conflict Resolution Enemy Pie

8 Working with Others Day at the Beach

9 Holiday Activities
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1 Emotions Big Feelings 

2 Setting Goals Whistle for Willie

3 Perseverance Amazing Grace

4 Self-Control Interrupting Chicken

5 Calming Strategies I am Peace

6 Being Responsible Someday

7 Making Healthy Choices Sick Simon

8 Making Good Choices Officer Buckle & Gloria

9 Test Prep
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1
Growth mindset

Izzy Gizmo

2 The Most Magnificent Thing

3 Building Confidence The Dot

4 Positive Thinking Skills I Can Handle It

5 Understanding Feelings Wemberly Worried

6
Strengths & Challenges

There Might Be Lobsters

7 Jabari Jumps

8 Hopes for the Future What Will You Be?

9 End of the Year Activities

SCOPE & SEQUENCE

Social Emotional Learning

the colorful apple

https://thecolorfulapple.com/product/the-cool-bean/
https://thecolorfulapple.com/product/the-kindest-red/
https://thecolorfulapple.com/product/were-all-wonders/
https://thecolorfulapple.com/product/you-will-be-my-friend/
https://thecolorfulapple.com/product/whoever-you-are/
https://thecolorfulapple.com/product/we-dont-eat-our-classmates/
https://thecolorfulapple.com/product/thank-you-omu/
https://thecolorfulapple.com/product/thankful/
https://thecolorfulapple.com/product/the-someone-new/
https://thecolorfulapple.com/product/the-big-umbrella/
https://thecolorfulapple.com/product/the-recess-queen/
https://thecolorfulapple.com/product/its-mine/
https://thecolorfulapple.com/product/reginas-big-mistake/
https://thecolorfulapple.com/product/quiet-please-owen-mcphee/
https://thecolorfulapple.com/product/enemy-pie/
https://thecolorfulapple.com/product/day-at-the-beach/
https://thecolorfulapple.com/product/big-feelings/
https://thecolorfulapple.com/product/whistle-for-willie/
https://thecolorfulapple.com/product/amazing-grace/
https://thecolorfulapple.com/product/interrupting-chicken/
https://thecolorfulapple.com/product/i-am-peace/
https://thecolorfulapple.com/product/someday/
https://thecolorfulapple.com/product/sick-simon/
https://thecolorfulapple.com/product/officer-buckle-and-gloria/
https://thecolorfulapple.com/product/izzy-gizmo/
https://thecolorfulapple.com/product/growth-mindset-the-most-magnificent-thing/
https://thecolorfulapple.com/product/sel-read-aloud-i-can-handle-it/
https://thecolorfulapple.com/product/wemberly-worried/
https://thecolorfulapple.com/product/there-might-be-lobsters/
https://thecolorfulapple.com/sel-read-alouds/
https://thecolorfulapple.com/product/what-will-you-be/
https://www.teacherspayteachers.com/Product/The-Dot-Activity-Dot-Day-Read-Aloud-Lesson-and-Activities-7039175
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