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The Signmaker’s Assistant
By Tedd Arnold

Everyone in town agreed. The old signmaker did
The Finest work for miles around. Under his brush,
ordinary letTers became beautiful words—words of
wisdom, words of warning, or words that simply said
which door to use. When he painted STOP, people
stopped because the sign looked so important. When
he panted PLEASE KEEP OFF THE GRASS, they kept off
because The sigh was polite and sensible. Whenhe
painted GOOD FOOD, they Just naturally became hungry.
People thanked the signmaker and paid him well. But
The Kind old man never failed to say, “I couidn't have
done it without Norman's help.”

Norman was The signmaker’s assistant. Each day
after school he cut wood, mixed colors, and painted
simple signs. “Soon T will have a shop of my own,” said
Norman. “Perhaps,” answered the signmaker, “but not
pefore you clean these brushes” One day, after his
work was done, Norman stood at a window over the
sign shop and watched people. They stopped at the
STOP sign. They entered at the ENTER sign. They ate
under the GOOD FOOD sign. “They do whatever the
signs sayt” sald Norman to himself “T wonder..” He
crept info the shop while The signmaker napped. With

“prushrand board he painted a sign of his own. Early w
The hext morning he put up the sign, then ran back to
nis window To watch. “No school?" muttered The
principal. “How could T forget such a thing?" “No one
inFormed me,” said The Teacher. *Hooray!" cheered the
children, and everyone went home.
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town For another idea “Oh,” he said at last, “there is
something I have always wanted o do." (llustration
shows a sign in Front of a Fountain that says “open for
swimming) The following day Norman jumped from the
top of the Fountain in The park. As he swam, he
thought to himself, I can do lots of things with signs.
Tdeas Filed his head. That afternoon when Norman
went To work, the signmaker said, ‘T must drive To the
next Town and paint a large sign on a storefront. Tl
return tomorrow evening, so please lock up the shop
tonight. As soon as the signmaker was gone, Norman
started making signs. He painted for hours and hours
and hours. In the morning people discovered new signs
all around town.

Norman watched it all and laughed until Tears came
to his eyes. But soon he saw people becoming angry.
“The signmaker is playing tricks,” they shouted “He has
made fools of usl® The teacher tore down the NO
SCHOOL. TODAY sign. Suddenly people were tearing down
all the signs—not just the new ones but every sign The
signmaker had ever painted.

Then the readl Trouble started. Without store
signs, shoppers became confused. Without stop signs,
drivers didn't know when to stop. Without street signs,
firemen became lost. In the evening when the
signmaker returned from his work in The next town, he
knew nothing of Norman's tricks. An angry crowd of
people met him a the back door of his shop and
chased him into the woods. As Norman waiched, he
suddenly redlized that without signs and without the
signmaker, The town was in danger. “It's all my Fault!”
cried Norman, but no one was listening.
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ight on in his shop. Norman was Feverishly painting.
While The town slept and the signmaker watched,
Norman put up stop signs, shop signs, streef signs,
danger signs, and welcome signs; in and out signs, large
and smali signs, new and beautiful signs. He returned all
his presents and cleared away the garbage at the
grocery store. It was morning when he finished
putting up his last sign for the entire town to see.
Then Norman packed his things and locked up the shop.
But as he furned to go, he discovered the signmaker
and alt The Townspeople gathered at the door “I know
you're angry with me For what T did,” said Norman
with downcast eyes, “so I'm leaving” “Oh, we were
angry dli right!" answered the school principal. “But we
were dlso fools for obeying signs without thinking.”
“You told us you are sorry.” said the signmaker, * and
you Fixed your mistakes. So stay and work hard. One
day this shop may be yours” “Perhaps,” answered
Norman, hugging The old man, “but not before T finish
cleaning tThose brushes.”
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ho SANMOKAR'S ASSISHaN:

lead The Signmaker's Assistant, Then write and respond to this question.
vhat Is The Topic of this story? What is its main idea?
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Name

Read the seiection. Then answer the questions that follow.
How Bear Lost His Tail

Long ago, Bear had a fine, long tail. He said he had the prettiest tail
of all. This made Fox angry. Sc Fox played a trick on Bear.

Fox knew Bear liked eating fish. Fox went to the frozen pond, He
took some fish with him. Fox sat down beside 2 hole in the ice. Bear
waiked over. Bear was impressed by Fox’s fish. Fox told Bear he used
his tail to catch them.

Bear put his tail into the hole. Then Bear’s tail froze into the ice.

When he stood, his tail broke off. Now Bear has a short tail,

Turn the page.
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Answer the questions below.

‘Which word best describes Fox?
O silly
) brave

O clever

What is the first paragraph mostly about?
(O Bear’s tail turns to ice and falls off.

O Fox gets angry about Bear’s bragging.
{O Fox tells Bear how to catch fish.

: What is the last paragraph mostly about?
(O Fox pretends he has caught some fish at the pond.
(O Bear loses his tail when he puts it in a hole in the ice.

O Bear tells everyone that his tail is the prettiest cne.

What is another good tifle for this story?
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/ Common Core State Standards

Qusstion 1; Literature 3. Descrlbe haw characters in a story raspond ta major events and chall Questions 2, 3: Literatura 1, Ask and answer such
questions as wim, what, wiere, wien, iy and sourte demonstrate understanding of kay detalls ¥ a test. Litetature 5. Describe the overall skucture aa
story, including describing how the beginning introduces-the story and the ending concludes the action. Question 4: Literahure 2. Recount storiss, including
fables and folktales from diverse cultuves, and determing their central message, lesson, or moral.
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Name: - Date:

word Bank
fact propernoun  keylidea  Inference
recpe  mumble assistant  gathered
opnion  commands

. Orders given 10 someone

2. Asetof c_jirections for maklng something

3. Something that Is true or can bs proven correct

H A person who hGlPS someons else

5. Someone’s bslief or way of th!nklng

0. A group of words that name a partloular psson, place, or thll"\g

7. A conclusion based on what you know

8. Br‘Ing together‘ ina group _

9, To speah qu!etlg N an unclear way

I0. The most Important thought about a topic

Please answer in & complete sentence.

What I3 your favorite book and whg?
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Color your age blue Now add 10 more, wha’r number chd YOu
land on?
. Cobor your birthday number red. Now subtract 10. What
number did you land on, if any?
__Color the number of people in your family purple. Now add

one. What number did you land on?
. Color the number of pets you have green. Now subtract one.
What number did vou land on?
. Color your favorite number yellow. Now add ten and one
more. What number‘ did vou land on?
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Blank Addition Chart

f- Fangton 2014 The (gplicius Teacher




MName: bate:

Word Bank
fact proper noun ke idea inference
recipe mumble | assistant gathered
opinion  commands

. Orders given to someone

2. Aset of directions f'or making something

3. Somethlng that is true or can be proven correct )

H. A person who helps someane else
5. Someone’s belief or way of thinking

o. A group of words that name a partioular* person, place, or th[ng

7. A conclusion based on what you Know

8. Bring together in a group

9. To SPeah ClUiGﬂH in an unclear way

10, The most rmpor*tant thought about a topic

Pleass answer n a complete sentence.

- Whatis your favorite book and Why?
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Match a word €rom the box to its correct definition.
-
idea important = wisdom  signmaker afternoon

! blame assistant Leverishly townspeople

- people who live in a town

- knowledge based on experience

- taken seriously

- someone who helps someone else do a dob

- $o say that something is someone’s fault

- the time of day between noon and night _ '

- done with great excitement or activity

- thought or opinion

- someone who makes signs or publlc hotices
that give m&-‘ormatnon ' 3




Kame

Story: Skgnmaker’s Assistant by Tedd Amold |

tse the sentence starter and write out 2 complete sentence. Write neatly and small.

Who ..

the main
characters?

The main characters are

Tise stary sceurs

does the story take
place? [Setting or

The story takes plate

What.

the preblem?

The problem is

Why .

{Reasons for the
problem])

there s problem?— —

This Bappens because

HOW is the

problem solved?

The problem is solved when
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Name

Read the selection. Then answer the questions that follow,
Sam and the Dragon

A very mean dragon lived in a faraway forest. The fiery dragon
frightened away anyone who tried to enter the forest, except Sam.

One day at King Rocco’s castle, Sam saw and fell in love with the
king's daughter, Princess Jessica. “T want to ask your daughter to marTy
me,” Sam told the king.

“I will allow you to ask her if you bring me a dragon’s tooth,” said
the king. Sam agreed and set off into the forest. When the dragon
spotted Sam, he shot fire and smoke from his nose and almost burned
Sam. Sam jumped behind a rock. He peered around the rock at the
dragon, surprised to see that the dragon was crying.

“What’s the matter?” asked Sam.

“I have a splinter in my hind foot.”

Sam pulled the splinter cut of the dragon’s back foot.

“Oh, thanks,” said the dragon. “Can I do something for you?”

Sam asked the dragon for one of his teeth. He pulled an old tooth out

.of his pocket and gave it to Sam.

Sam returned to the castle with the tooth. That night bhe asked

Princess Jessica to marry him,

Fresh Reads Unit 5 Week 5 OL

Turn the page.
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