Power Standard
RL 10 (Essential
Understanding)

Key Ideas and Details
RL1

RL2

Kindergarten
Actively engage in
group reading
activities with
purpose and
understanding

With prompting and
support, ask and
answer questions
about key details in
a text.

With prompting and
support, retell
familiar stories,

including key details.
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First Grade
With prompting and
support, read and
comprehend literary
texts representing a
variety of genres,
cultures, and
perspectives and
exhibiting complexity
appropriate for at least
grade 1

Ask and answer
questions about key
details in a text.

Retell stories, including
key details, and
demonstrate
understanding of their
central message or
lesson.

Second Grade

Third Grade

Fourth Grade

Fifth Grade

Sixth Grade

Seventh Grade

Independently and proficiently read and comprehend literary texts representing a variety of genres, cultures, and perspectives and
exhibiting complexity appropriate for the current grade level.

Ask and answer such

questions as who,
what, where, when,
why, and how to
demonstrate

understanding of key

details in a text.

Retell stories,
including fables and
folktales from

diverse cultures, and

determine their
central message,
lesson, or moral.

Ask and answer
questions to
demonstrate
understanding of a
text, referring
explicitly to the
text as the basis
for the answers.

Retell stories,
including fables,
folktales, and
myths from diverse
cultures;
determine the
central message,
lesson, or moral
and explain how it
is conveyed

Refer to details
and examples in a
text when
explaining what
the text states
explicitly and
when drawing
inferences from
the text.

Determine a
theme of a story,
drama, or poem
from details in the
text; summarize a
text.

Quote or
paraphrase a text
accurately when
explaining what
the text states
explicitly and when
drawing inferences
from the text. (See
grade 5 Writing
Standard 8 for
more on
paraphrasing.)

Determine a theme
of a story, drama, or
poem from details in
the text, including
how characters in a
story or drama
respond to
challenges or how
the speaker in a
poem reflects upon a
topic; summarize a

Cite textual
evidence to
support analysis of
what a text states
explicitly as well as
inferences drawn
from the text,
quoting or
paraphrasing as
appropriate. (See
grade 6 Writing
Standard 8 for
more on quoting
and paraphrasing.)

Determine a theme
or central idea of a
text and how it is
conveyed through
particular details;
provide a summary
of a text distinct
from personal
opinions or
judgments.

Cite several pieces
of textual evidence
to support analysis
of what a text states
explicitly as well as
inferences drawn
from the text,
quoting or
paraphrasing as
appropriate. (See
grade 7 Writing
Standard 8 for more
on quoting and
paraphrasing.)

Determine a theme
or central idea of a
text and analyze its
development over
the course of the
text; provide an
objective summary
of a text.



RL3

Craft and Structure

RL6

Integration of Knowledge

and Ideas
RL9

With prompting and
support, identify
characters, settings,
and major events in
a story.

With prompting and

support, explain that

reading the cover or
title page is how to
find out who
created a book;
name the author
and illustrator of a
book and define the
role of each in
telling the story

With prompting and
support, compare
and contrast the
adventures and
experiences of
characters in
familiar stories
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Describe characters,
settings, and major
events in a story, using
key details

Identify who is telling
the story at various
points in a text

Compare and contrast
the adventures and
experiences of
characters in stories

Describe how
characters in a story
respond to major
events and
challenges

Explain what
dialogue is and how
it can reveal
characters’ thoughts
and perspectives

Compare and
contrast two or
more versions of the
same story (e.g.,
Cinderella stories) by
different authors or
from different
cultures.

through key details
in a text

Describe
charactersin a
story (e.g., their
traits, motivations,
or feelings) and
explain how their
actions contribute
to the sequence of
events.

Distinguish their
own point of view
from that of a
text’s narrator or
those of its
characters

Compare and
contrast the
themes, settings,
and plots of stories
written by the
same author about
the same or similar
characters (e.g., in
books from a

Describe in depth a
character, setting, or
event in a story or
drama, drawing on
specific details in the
text (e.g., a
character’s
thoughts, words, or
actions).

Compare and
contrast the points
of view from
which different
stories are
narrated, including
the difference
between first- and
third-person
narrations.

Compare and
contrast the
treatment of
similar themes and
topics (e.g.,
opposition of good
and evil) and
patterns of events
(e.g., the quest) in

text.

Compare and
contrast two or
more characters,
settings, or events
in a story or
drama, drawing on
specific details in
the text (e.g., how
characters
interact).

Describe how a
narrator’s or
speaker’s point of
view influences
how events are
described in a
story, myth, poem,
or drama.

Compare and
contrast stories in
the same genre
(e.g., mysteries or
adventure stories)
on their
approaches to
similar themes and
topics.

Describe how the
plot of a particular
story, poem, or
drama unfolds in a
series of episodes as
well as how the
characters respond
or change as the plot
moves toward a
resolution.

Explain how an
author develops
the point of view
of the narrator or
speaker in a text

Compare and
contrast texts in
different forms or
genres (e.g.,
stories and poems,
historical novels
and fantasy
stories) in terms of
their approaches

Analyze how
particular elements of
a story, poem, or
drama interact (e.g.,
how setting shapes
the characters or
plot).

Analyze how an
author develops
and contrasts the
points of view of
different characters
or narratorsin a
text.

Compare and
contrast a fictional
portrayal of a time,
place, or character
and a historical
account of the same
period as a means
of understanding
how authors of
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