
THREE SCHOOLS OF CHINESE 
THOUGHT 



1.) CONFUCIUS AROUND 500 B.C. 
LIVED WHEN WARS TORE THE 
CHINESE COUNTRY.



2.) CONFUCIUS’ TEACHINGS WERE 
FOUND IN THE BOOKS KNOWN AS 
THE ANALECTS.



CONFUCIUS HAD A DIFFERENT 
MESSAGE.

PEOPLE WERE
TO BE CIVIL 
TO ONE 
ANOTHER, 
AND AID 
THE WEAK. 
HE QUICKLY 
GAINED A 
WIDE 
FOLLOWING.



3.) PEOPLE HAD DUTIES AND 
RESPONSIBILITIES TO MAKE THE 
COUNTRY BETTER.



4.) EXAMPLES:

Superiors caring for inferiors.
Filial Piety- respect for parents.



5.) HONESTY, HARD WORK, AND 
CONCERN FOR OTHERS WOULD 
PROMOTE A CIVIL SOCIETY.



6.) HAN FEIZI HAD DIFFERENT IDEAS, LIVING 
AROUND 230 B.C.



6.) MAN IS NATURALLY EVIL.



6.) GREED CAUSES MAN TO CREATE 
CONFLICTS.



7.) HAVE HARSH PUNISHMENTS AND 
STRICT LAWS

8.) This become known as legalism.



9.) DAOISM- HARMONY WITH NATURE.



10.) DAOISM WAS FOUNDED BY LAOZI.

Also known 
as Taoism.

10.) Laozi’s 
name 
literally 
means “Old 
Master”



11.) MANY DAOISTS BECAME:

HERMITS, MYSTICS, ARTISTS, AND 
POETS.



DAOISTS EXPERIMENTED W/ MAGIC:

12.) CREATED GUNPOWDER- USED IN 
FIRECRACKERS TO SCARE OFF GHOSTS.



DAOISTS ALSO INVENTED THE FALSE 
SCIENCE OF ALCHEMY. 



13.) BY 100 A.D. BUDDHISM HAD SPREAD ITS 
WAY INTO THE CHINESE MAINLAND. 



CLASSWORK:

COMPLETE THE QIN AND HAN DYNASTIES 

   (PAGES 93-96).



1.) (ZHENG)

2.) Changed name to 
“Shi Huangdi”

Brutal ruler
Unified empire.
Nobles power taken 

away.
Great Wall of China
Tomb



3.) TOOK AWAY THE POWER OF THE NOBLES

Forced nobles to live in the capital city
Divided noble land for the peasants



4.) PROMOTED UNITY THROUGHOUT THE 
EMPIRE

Created standardized weights and measures
Coined money
Roads and canals built



CRACKED DOWN ON DISSENT

5.) Tortured, jailed, and killed those who 
opposed his rule.

Burned books of literature and philosophy



6.) GREAT WALL OF CHINA CONSTRUCTION

Took 100’000s of laborers
Many died of starvation, cold, and exhaustion







7.) GAO ZU

Followed 
Confucian 
ideas.

Strengthened 
Chinese 
empire.



8.) WUDI

“The Warrior Emperor”
Provided food for people
Expanded empire
Developed the Silk Road



9.) SILK ROAD
Eventually would stretch 4,000 miles.



HOMEWORK:

Choose 5 people from the study guide and 
create a picture that will help you remember 
what they did.

Choose 3 terms from the study guide and 
create a picture that will help you remember 
what they are. 


