


The Bubonic Plague

» Ravaged through Europe
between 1347-1352.

* Wiped out nearly 1/3 of
Europe’s total population!

 Where did it start? How did it
begin? What exactly was the
disease? Were there any
treatments?
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Transmission

Flea drinks at Blood Bactsria muliply
hat carries the bBacteria in fea’s gut

Hea bites human, G clogged

regurgitatos hiood
into open wotnd

with bacteria




Symptoms

1. Enlarged and inflamed lymph
nodes (around arm pits, neck and
groin)

2. Headaches, nausea, aching
joints, fever of 101-105 degrees,
vomiting

3. Skins turns black and purple due

to blood vessel and blood cell
damage.



Girl With a Bubo ®
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Need a Hand?




Variations of

the Black

Death



Treatments?

* Burn incense to
counter the smell
of death.

e Quarantine the
afflicted.

e Burn fires around
one’s self.
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"An Account of the Plague”

« "How many valiant men, how many fair ladies,
breakfast with their kinfolk and the same night
supped with their ancestors in the next world!
The condition of the people was pitiable to
behold. They sickened by the thousands dally,
and died unattended and without help. Many
died in the open street, others dying in their
houses, made it known by the stench of their
rotting bodies. Consecrated churchyards did not
suffice for the burial of the vast multitude of
bodies, which were heaped by the hundreds in
vast trenches, like goods in a ships hold and
covered with a little earth.”

« -Giovanni Boccaccio



Giovanni Boccaccio

 Wrote Decameron in 1353.

« Some sought more temperate life, others
engaged in sexual promiscuity, others fled

the countries or lived in solitude.




The Flagellants




* They would walk from town to town
whipping their own backs; feeling that
they must suffer to achieve forgiveness
from God. Only then will they be saved.

(Or so they believed.)
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Scapegoats

¢ jews were H-amed
‘for f"\e BIack
Death.
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Social, Economic Consequences

» Wages for farmed laborers increased.
« Skilled artisans needed. ol 1p!
« Agricultural prices fell. nabe by Bl
» Noble landowners lost power &

Hood with liripipe




Statute of Laborers in
England

* Limited wages to §
pre-plague e e A
conditions. EZsny o gt |

. Peasants ' o Y
revolted.




French Response

* |ncreased the
taille- a direct tax
on the peasantry.

* The Jacquerie- a
French peasant




A Mystery Still Today...

 The Black Death R
mysteriously

vanished around
1352.

 The final toll was 1/3
of Europe’s
population was
dead, financial ruin
for many regions,
and unaccounted
for misery that
would last for
decades.
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