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IRTRODUCTION

A history of the growth and development of
school libraries in the Mimmeapolis Public Schoola 1#&
patchwerk of forces amd pergomlitﬂ;@_& working tiwly
togather to fulfill the over demanding need for & rich

end varied collection of materials to mt- ‘the indiv
needs and interssts of children, further the dey
of their highest potentials, ami it them for thiir -_ _.
in our democratic soclety.

| Because of the ecomplexity of this history, & pi
chronological record might be confusing and tend"
dissclve the role of these aforemsntioned forces: amd

personalities. This paper, thersfore, will att
develop the history by trssirg a chronolegy of

najor contributions and in so doing attesgp Yo we

composit of the total pieture.
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THE PUBLIC LIBRARY

Early Years

One of the earliest forces in the dwe:!.awnt of 11
children and one that has been contimous throrwlmn‘t the years

the Minneapolis Public Library.

On February 27, 1890, just a few months after th; tirst p
wag openad on December 16, 1889; Dr. Harberi::
the first branch librery in the basement a!' thwm
that time the Forth Bide High School housed grades ons

rooms were furnished, heated, lighted amtorderaﬁrent Tras by

of Hueation! This branch; later known as tho ﬁarth‘
pz‘esent. location, 1834 Bmerson Avenue North, in 15@

The following statoments taeken from the A\mml
presert a vslusble insight into the thinking o:-'?m
1ibrary service and his understanding of t&u
the schools. |

{(4) The relation of the library to the g
demands to be systematized upon a resogal
is not here a question of establishing a
tion already exists and cannot be esosped,
of the books ciyculated this year were dp
within the sehool age. (b) In selfidefense
1ibraries sesk to utilige the intimate 1

school teathers towirds directing this
proper shannels. (o) And to this end)"
relation with the schools, which usually'w
following festures:

1Mnmspa1§.a Pablie Library,
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(1) A thorough understanding between the i
\ the teachers am to what the whonls need am,
1ibrary can furnish. o wpep F '

(2) The issue of 1library cards through th.
certain children under the 13.year liait; and
of books to such ehildren only from Jists: sppre
the teacher. The issuve of a library card in

working as & reward for studiousness..

{3) The issus to the sehools of & "mr
time to be uged for Sllustration in the o

(%) This issus through the m i
gble, of g1l libpary books draw: by pu
thus ensbling the teachers to kesp infor
ard amount of cutaide redirc done by

How much might here be momplished in these wt,
prepared to prediet. It is ceriain, howm
of sny such system, the librery has been, 3.3 o
mant rather than an aid to the schopls.  Numery
have baen reperted where pupils farserly studisus b
corrupted into careless disregard of thelyr stadie
vagarions outside reading. The Library can

*vicmus books, ,but it canmt prmnh - theye

experditure, "or shosa results ai'- 'm
able enthusiasm

The work with the schools, though mot yet
being rapidly prepared for by the
of books needed for illustration or gel

by the enlargewsnt of the brenches; an
teachers are gaining & necessary p

with the reading habits of the pupils, by )

~ *uirmespclis Public Library,
} No. &, o 15416,




University and First Avermes Southeast, was ¢ Wia 189

- n -
periodical statemsnt of books resd. Toe lists:
so submitted by the pupils heve, - Im%iﬂp_
gererally in quality during the past: yea. .

The East Side Branch, located in the old innuu-op

Although esch of the branches had & - mm!ing
with some fifty periodicels; end sewers) hun
of miscellanecus litersture for referenss ot
primarily as a delivery station. I a teq
et the branch in the morming, the desired beak i
from the Centrsl library in the aftermoch hy hos
delivery. It was several years before the:
afford separate lending mllwum for s
From the begimming, books An th

were available at any branch or ﬁta !

hold upon the affecticns of the ecsmnity yiie:
The cities of Cleveland, Detroit am! Milwauk

about the zane grode as Mimpeapclis, and:emsh:
well sdninistered publie 1ibrary, have led.the
a clos® connaction with the pobils. schools:
about seventy-five books sulted to youths on
hood and womephood are sent to the svhools, those
cutlying districts being served Tivst, whete. W
charge of the principal, she becoming for 'the i
iibrary assistant. The books are issued for tht 1o
children of the smm ard aighth gﬁnﬂn

IMimeapolis Publie Lavrary,

Suenihrop School- ersoted 1867. A
©of the City of Hinneapolis; for the Yes
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Library rules for gireulation. At the and. of thnee
months, or et such time as the books sppesr-to:h
well read, the golleation goss to some other
replaced by a fresh lot of books, to.be distriby
‘the former, under the supervision of -the prdngipal::
among our juvenile books about one hundred ant twen
duplicates which sould be gpared, I sont half Yo the )
and half to the Longfellow schools, schools far in
skirts, remote from the ldbrary and all ite By
stations, which they have little mesns of Mns at
one year's exd to the other. The bemefit <f Ahe ¥
was at once apparemt. The ehildren canght uk
snthusiosm sp did also the parernts ot howe, - If
were ap old soldier, thcmbwkuath &%
ing %o him 28 to his bay: the mother found Mlsw Aleot
%amem&a.wmmnm
to her daughter. The travels of Kook and Bxtter
historical tales of Henty, the olassic sterles of o
pleased old and young. Housshalds to which the Lik
besn utterly strange £elt for the First time oy in
from it, OGood was sommunicated; the Library was:g
ized in thoss vutiying distyiots as it mw .hn Aa
way. Miss Jemniason end Miss Sprague, Sy
of the lowell and Longfellow schoals, testifled
exsellent outoome. In one way the mpwm
losa. In the burning of the lowell sohool abowt
of its collection, which had been called in widh .
returning, was destyeyed. The Library. Commitioe
the departure was for the present too radionl snd
plan ought now to geo no further. The librwils
dmshmsmwimmthma&ﬁw
so chesp and so effective van the advartages of the 18
be extended and the inetitution 4tself be made to tuke
hold on the heart of the publio as My comstituting
schools, after this plan, sub-stations, the work
 in the remote regions of the eity. lm th‘
to be last served.?

The following wewnt of further wrvm t«a ohnsdm 1
taken from Dp. Hommer's 189# report:

7 Sew apperdix, p. X

Bs\em appendix, p. X.

Q %1 rmespolis Public Library, Ansusl Report 1893;
: Schoel, pp. 12-13.




remote districts enjoy almost no sdvants m -
venefits of the institution are to be limited
most part to the knots of childyen Fortunately 3

something should be done to supply onr books to the
children at a distanse. . Ca e s roe

Miss Allen, of the g?um aahaolfa ‘and Misn

the Franklin school;” both sohools situated
distance from any Brawh or Station, &
their children knew, amd could know, simost nothin
the Library. These principals inquired if it wepe
the case that all the pecple of the silty, over 14 yesry
of age were entitled to borrawar's ‘sards, axd-wlk o

children urder that sge, if suitaeble vouched for and
guarsnteed. Finding it was so, they made (each aatd
independerntly of the other) this proposition.. that
cards having been obtained for some 60 oF 70 pupils
each school, the principsls should be allowed to draw
on their responsibility that ousber uf books frém the
Library teking them to their schools, there ta remain
two or three months, amd tc be issued to ithe card- -
holding children in the same way as at the Library, the
principal becoming for the time being a Library ssais

Misz Allen and Miss legros having been allowed to tak
.the books in this wgy, for the experiment, a hapgy
"result has come out. The books have been wall Gaped

for and made useful. The children of the Hoiland and:

Franklin schools have ln this way come in, most cases .

for the first time, into contsct with the iibrary, &

contact quite impossible for them until the books -
were thus sent. Of course, no remson egists, if the

Hollard and Frauklin schools have this privilege, why-

other outlying schools should not have 1%, A petition

to that effect, indeed, has already come in from the

Longfellow sehool which is still more ramote. o

It might be said that the borrowing of books to baua : B
By these tuo elementary prinsipals was the forerumner of the pr TRIND

< lassroor 1ibraries and school _lihrai}f s’gr._a.t\igmf.

e

105, sppendix, p. X.

stea ;;;pendix., p- ix.

124 nneapolls Public Librery. Ammel Report 1894; Problems of
PP. 13.14, .
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The 6th annual report, 1895, reveals the following st e
Iaeading, Problems of Managemsnt: "As regards the considars B
children in outlying distrists of the city vho are tw
1ibrary and all its bronchesl’ and stations™ to awvat) _
txenefits, we sre doing samething by making elght of the M:’O o
= ub-stations. "1 Apparently this meant that, in oddition to m
staotions already located st Longfellow and Lowell, suh-stn’tim 0
L ocasted at the following sehools: Adsms, Franklin, Earriwn. BT
F ackson, Monroe, Motley and Sehiller.® |

The following tables taken from the 1896, 1897, and 1858 rep
‘the schools which were then served by the puum lmwa

TABLE 7. Sohool and Juvenile Cireulation

- Mamg Sehool
Prankiin Sehool
Harrison School
Holland Sehoel
Jackzon School
Lowell Schoc)} 16
Monroe School
Motley School
Sehiller Schooll?

TABLE F.. Sehool and Juvenile Clrewistion
Adans Sehool
. Frenklin Sehool
Harrison School
Holland Sehosl
Horace ¥ann School
Jeckson School

13granch; for definition see appendix, ;;. 1.
Bgtation; for definition see sppendix, p. I
15gub.station; for definition pea appi

1€5ee appendix, p. X.

17usnneapalis Public Library.
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Lo brief description.of the routine of

Longfellow Sehool
Honrce S3chool
Yotley Seheol
Rosedale School
Schiller Schooll8

TAHRLE F-- School and Juvenile Ciroulstion

Clay School
Franklin Sehool
Harrison School
Holland Sehool
Horace Masnan Sehool
Jackson School
Longfellow Sshool
Motley fSchool
Rosedale Sohool
Sehiller Scho
Tuttle School’

PABLE .. School and Juvenile Cireulation
. L

Corcoran Sehml "
Franklin School

jLE’N:im’sea.po”115.& Pabiiz'uhrgr;..
154t npeepolis Public library. 2
2leoye aprerdix, p. M.
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o 3 xrculation in the school sub.stations:. Tt vty Liv
peenh supplied with booksi these are mmed in
£ &t 8 teacher may select what best sults lwr ;me&s.

oight weeks and exchanged for a hew. mu m
reoks tekes half the time of one assistemt.r®®

Reports for the years of 1301 and 1963 mm
scErool sub-stations remeined at the fism *’f ﬂ*

ot standing career s chiel 1-1131'&1’1821; nmwﬁi&h
et il her retiresent in 1936. Miss Countrymen's intense
serving ehildren is clearly illustrated by the faot that, i
of assistant librarisn in 1872, she crested whet wes probak
3% 1dren's room in the coutry by moving the shildrents book
corridor of the Centysl Librsry. Miss Countryman's wisjo
A% stribution of 1ibrary materisle throagh every svak
Another ploneer in library work with childres im the

L5 Yrary System was Miss H&bﬂl Bartieson, Chlef of the { v
T iy stgtement fre!n her 1508 Ammual Reéport shows the f e
©X"  the present "distributing stations“izs

For a mumber of years we bave seni an average: tﬁ' .

to 200 volumes to a (s¢hool) bullding, and have reach

sbout thirty-five buildings. During the past yesr (1908)

it has seemed best to change this plam and to i
rather than scatier our energien, - We -have, therd

@mstributing Stations; for &efinitiun gee appanéix,, p, 1.
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: beginning with September, omlitted thoss d
M which can be served by one of the regular br
stations, and have concentrated our effoy
most remote schoals, Yo these, we seni m
suprly each classroom with twerty.five veln
a particular grede. Seven additicnal clasw
: have been sent to individual teschers, makin
i 119 class room libraries sent out sime _' o

Regular visits to the sohools are mmde onge such’
secure the eiroulation records, and, in a fyiendly
discuss the meeds of the teachers, In this way,
teachers are brought into contaot with the 1ibk
staff, and the ehildren who could not ¢ _
1library are able to enjoy and profit by the
through sehool rooms. It is belleved that
‘has broadensd cur work with the schools, a
foundation for more intelligent and helpful,
between the 1ibrary ard the publie sechoel.,™

¥iass Bartelson continued to say that she m
soehools Yas quite the most important patri of the mrw
ehilddren, as it tended to unite the influsnce of -
+tlrak of the school, bringing to the 1argestmr Gf
ayyd profit of gai;d books. A4 mystemetic awpm
sehool and the publie library is urged, -t-hat m
e kelpad to know good books in the mat. afficiﬁ#»w
mrad to realize that books for use sl through thedr 11
the publie library. »25

The following suggestions taken from Hiss Gcs _
Toxr 1910 indicate an sarly step toward the prssen:b rm'
3.3 elementary schools: "If the Schoel wm
Janitor service, and the Library Board the bosks'

zaﬁinmapolis Public Libvrary.

%l'big . P. 19,
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1t is impossible to foresee how far this cooperation

our present system of separate branch bulldings, Yt 4

the placing of good books within reach of evary mna

The Anzial Report of the Children's Daparwmt

carries these interasting remarks:

...Collections of Trem 25 to 15 books, selacked
room by the onildren's Lidrarian or by S enohary
seives, were semt %o 22 wchool buildisgss -
B guite the ideal system for bringing baoks
‘belisving that the $eacher mors than snyune
opporbunity to bring the *pight book %o tibe rd _
st the right time."* Its exiension to BOPe & p Y

veen urged by primcipals and teachers, &and we: ¥y
this may be sccomplished in the very near - Mvire. Ab
present, the school departnent {2 in cresped uarters - ¢
insufficient assistance on the staff. Fe

The personsl work with teschers and scholars hes heen
feature of this department and bae reqired & largs

of the time of $he children's librarisn, Visk
sade from Februmary to May, and in Sepieaber, 1
Docember have smounted to 114 visits to 22 84f%
Fhase perscenal conferences have aycused &
ness which makes for $he ultimate good of bo
1ibzary. Throughout the year every efford ¢
the library has been net with the most cordls
help from principals and teschers, and the 1lilwer
sprreciates thelr enthusisstic co-operstin

The chief undexrtaking of the year affecking this
is & graded list of the carefully selscted 3
schoo). collection now in process of prepara
an inuressing demand for such o list sad A4 3
may be completed during the coming o 2O

Books fitted to the needs of the localiby wer
the school collection to the followlag wisy:
-m:: Loring Park, Blaine playgrounds .

[

Minneapolifis Pudlic Library.




The school btulletin, giving information of #puck
to teachers end including a selected list of Mov)
in February, April aand November, and :

teacher in the city. The Februsry mush
of books for the velebration of Lim__
birthdays; in the April mumder was a-)
Day, and in the Fovember mamber wvas ﬁ_
giving and Christuss stories cepadie of
Yo bellove that these dulletine have sepvold &
purpose and have helped to incresss the m;___o!’
: principals snd teachers. A comparative yepor

lation was s1ls0 jsmed . wonth ana :t&
! having sckool 1ibraries.”

The work with schools dontisues to e ons 8
ful ways of reaching the ehildren. We do.n
way to furnish supplementery reeding, Wi sl
children with good recdsble dooks whleh She

Books have been assigned in groups of Lvenby-s
olsss room Libraries, preferences belag give
most rewode from the lidbwary. Appliostions 2
f11led from tomchers vaoss puplils ve in howes
tions are unforiunsts and & specisl nyed Yoy
been felt. The totel Aunder of slass PoOR
lation was 23%. The personsl work with jemd
kas besn an importent part of the wark of the
Tisiis sare made o The schodls %0 #OOOXs
sion, which gives an oppoztanity for W
exohadge in a friendly wey suggestic
bast use of the class roon Librarys
visite have besn msds 3o Swanby-fwe
the sumser, the 1ibrary peve $he. toach
taking sa smlimited mamber of bouks M
o be retained during the SWUNEr YAORSL
availed themselves of the Mﬂlm..

wsrs school playgrownds or M '

availeble in tmtywoggﬂ sehoole.

744, , ppe 20-3L
zaﬂinneapnuu ?n’blic .ui'bm
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@Prexmbly $his was s.n the form of elm room nhrm“.



These statoments were also found in the 19iE:

of the Logen Park Branch, the Bremer School Station wader %

and the Sidney Pratt under Pillsbury Branch.

library work with schools was rapld:

- 13 -

A nev and interesting expsrizeat was Yrie
discontinusd at the Rmerson Avemne Drug ¢
was re~opened in & small room in $ha P
The principalis secretsry is in charge i
opan from 9:00 A.N. undil 5:30 P.M. This
library, but sa a station it ie doing & A
than wms poseidle in the drug stows.

A fow years sgo our stations were 81l 4n:

day they are in schools, & dry goods sters, 4

office... If we continue to put stationw ien B
and have persons in okargs of them who glw
to the wrkﬁothe welity of our stetion ole
4o improve.

In this same year the Schiller School Statioai m ping

fhe following oxcerpta from tho rnpart of 1913 :a' '

The work with the schools conbunes
Yisits are made to the sohwols |
sultation snd co-oparative work widh $h
of library Dooks in the schooks A
into classroom lidbraries of abou$ 25 Yolw
placed ip schools which are st sone. m
brasch.

A graded 1ist of books for the asaint
bas been under preparation for some. t.’mo .
Heady for ths printer.

¥p are resching Yhe achildren in ond, FAR,
1ibraries. There are 278 of thewe 1Lbr
ipgs. Stebions of the librery have besa P
in South Minnespolis, the SQMIM :Sehe#

Ahe Sidney Fratt School in !'ar.i___
North ammm. v




-Girculation figures for 1_91# Mm&a Q

J ohneon, Pratt and Sobillers
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In the 1914 report She Head of the Branch 3

The 1ibrary stations esbedblished 3 s
umsuslly svecesaful, as they are uadey:
mtvhodmguharmmummm ;

s drug store station wihare ths 13%sarsy
as & peens of advertistng and b _
The grestest Alfficulby we have snconniery
siations is %0 geh the older peopls tu wnd
11wary Belongs %o them, in fact, iz est
of the entire neighborhood aud no neraly 0#
But wo reach the parents through $he childten,
extya book oy & magesine is carried gme

ox sone older member of Rhe #n&lw.

The following gquotalion from the mmmta

the growing awarensss of jbe value of & noxe mu Wﬁaﬂ :
1 Xbrery and the public schools in beok smiaa #o mwm

The School Board is now w::lng the uhmar nwk '
i3 plannipg in sach new schno) building & s 3
outside entrance %o be umed for publia nkruy e
‘this s golng to serve the gensral publie and
necesaity of bullding separase 1ibrary bullding
seen. 1% would aeem o be a siep in She Alped!

socisl centers 8o gsnarally sdvoosted.

So far it has besn our experisnce Lhat %he
gohool miations as freely as Shey do the ¥4
However, if ‘these school stations did ik
the school children, they sre workh much

There sro cm?mh: m::gs in the wé_z ofa

aut books o peapla who 3
fuileat and hest anaiamﬁ Hore Spi
sobool suthoritles can spare. sam _ SRSy I
sb1é Yor building wore ranch :
tost fully the pomsibilities of She Wl:ﬁm N_yl_m.
M us clase:&y as ;mni’ala tuh the mm m: ;

33&1:15»;;@113 Public Library; -Ansusl Bepart 1918
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he 1915 report further revesls M 3?8 m R
gent to forty-three publie schocls &nﬁns m M

On January 11, 1918, & new sﬁ&ts.xm Wp
of five hundred Juvenils sad adult hooks §

sedabiished at the ¥Lllisn Penn Schools
pexrs of the oidy had been furnished only by
room 1idraries for the children, therefore; kb
1ibrary for everysas was gladly welcomed Dy Ahe
the nelghborhood.,,

The 1915 repert also contains this skstom ‘

‘%he small allowance £or kooks has uﬂum
service of the depariment. As our
ampty 1t was not possidle to take care of th
and chiléren. The mumbar of sebs seat $0-
much bigger than those in ihe upper m-m
14%t1e ochildreats Dooks is always mm,
lis% of first and setond grade A -
now waiting for alsssroon mmum

Visits to schools having aim#muw;‘h
very halpful in book aslection for Wimhm "
Reports for the yesr 1916 tnclude swveral st
. The Bremer School Stadion ’hm A Fegala .
that, "Thie branch was ntahlhm YWY uheai

in 1917 was given & bagsenent olassroon with »:

Sobaol Departs sent mmum

36;& Histoxry of Public Library Seyviae iu 3‘1&




