NAME: _____________________________________________________DATE: ________________________ CLASS: __________

“The Cask of Amontillado”
by Edgar Allan Poe

Answer the following questions in complete sentences! Include a QUOTE (proper punctuation and citation!!) when a questions asks for supporting evidence!!
A. Literary Techniques

1.  What point of view is the story being told in?  Who is telling the story?

2.  Who is the protagonist and why?

3.  Who is the antagonist and why?

4.  Describe the setting at the beginning of the story. (time, place, event)
5.  Describe Fortunato’s appearance and explain why his dress is ironic.

6.  What does Montresor’s black silk mask symbolize?

7.  What is the underground travels through the catacombs a metaphor for? Explain.

8.  Give a specific example of foreshadowing from the story and explain the outcome.

9.  Describe Montresor’s “Coat of Arms” and explain what each piece symbolizes.
(serpent, heal, motto, and how they all connect)
10.  Explain the external conflict. 
11. Explain Montresor’s internal conflict. How does Montresor’s statement, “I must not only punish, but punish with impunity” (2) relate to his motive?
B. Plot and Character Analysis

12.  What did Fortunato do to the narrator?

13.  What does the narrator see as Fortunato’s weakness?  How does the narrator use this to his advantage? Include evidence to support your answer.
14.  What is Fortunato’s reaction to the nitre on the walls of the catacombs?  What does Montresor offer as medicine?  How does this help Montresor’s task?

15.  What reasons does Montresor give Fortunato to “turn back”?  Explain how this significant to Montresor’s character and motives. Include evidence to support your answer.
16.  Both men are “Mason’s”, but explain how they are each a different “Mason”.

17.  Why does Montresor pause when he is sealing his revenge on Fortunato? Support your answer with specific evidence.
18.  Why does Montresor echo Fortunato and yell loudly?

19.  Why does the narrator struggle with the weight of the final stone, but not any of the other stones? (characterization)
20.  What does Montresor truly mean by “in pace requiescat”(9)?

21.  Explain the significance of Fortunato’s final words; “For the love of god, Montresor!” (9).
22.  How does the narrator’s PRIDE contribute the theme?  State a specific theme and include evidence to support your answer.
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