
WWII
The student will identify the origins, 

major developments, and the domestic 
impact of World War II

Read the slides and complete the 
pop quiz at the end! 

Email the answers to the pop quiz 
to me by Tuesday night at 10pm



A. Philip Randolph



     A. Philip Randolph organized the March on 
Washington based on the principle of nonviolent mass 
action. Its first victory was in June 1941, when President 
Franklin Roosevelt issued an Executive Order banning 
discrimination in the federal government and the 
defense industry, after Randolph had threatened to lead a 
march into the nation's capital. 
     In 1948, Randolph secured another historic Executive 
Order from President Harry Truman to ban racial segregation
in the armed forces. 
     In the 1950s and 1960s, both Randolph and Martin Luther
King, Jr. worked to inspire the 1963 March on Washington 
for Jobs and Freedom. The march was the largest 
demonstration to date for racial and economic equality. 
Randolph inspired mass nonviolent action.



March on Washington: 1963





Pearl Harbor
• December 7, 1941: an unprovoked attack on 

American naval base in Hawaii
– 2,403 killed; 1,178 injured
– Much of US Pacific navy fleet destroyed

• FDR calls it “a date which will live in infamy”

• 94% of Americans had been isolationists before the 
attack in Hawaii
– After the attack, America changed its mind

• FDR DECLARES WAR ON JAPAN (but has to help 
Britain with Germany first)

• What does December 7th have in common with 
September 11th?



The U.S. Enters the War
• The United States entered the fighting of World 

War II in 1941, though the war actually started in  
1939 when Germany invaded Poland. 

• The grand strategy employed by the United 
States, Great Britain, and the other Allied Forces 
in World War II was to use the bulk of their 
resources to defeat Nazi Germany first before 
focusing on Japan.



Japanese attack on Pearl Harbor













Mobilization for WWII
• 5 million American volunteer 
• Another 10 million drafted (Selective Service)
• 18 million working in war industries

– Less than 25% hired African Americans 
• Selective Service and War Production Board a sign the 

U.S. is mobilizing.
• Weekly paychecks rose 35%
• Unemployment falls to 1.2%
• Impacted the American economy by 

permanently ending the Great Depression.



Women of the War
• Iconic image from 

World War II.
• Symbolizes women 

who joined the 
workforce in heavy 
industry.

• This famous picture is
known as Rosie the 
Riveter





Rationing
• Office of Price Administration (OPA) set limits 

on prices, keeping them managable (slow down 
the inflation!)

• OPA also set up a system where households 
received rationing coupons (c-books) to be 
used for buying such scarce goods as meat, 
shoes, sugar, coffee, and gasoline.

• Americans participated in order to control 
consumption of resources.





Rationing







War-time Conversion

• War Production Board (WPB) said which
industries would switch to wartime 
production 
– Mechanical pencils turned out bomb parts
– Bedspread maker made mosquito netting. 
– Soft-drink company started filling explosives.

• WPB also set a list of conserved 
materials
– Iron, tin, paper, cooking fat

• What may have Henry Ford’s company 
converted to during World War II?



Internment of Japanese Americans



     Soon after the beginning of World 
War II, Pres. Roosevelt signed Executive
Order 9066.     
     The evacuation order rounded-up of 
120,000 Americans of Japanese 
heritage to one of 10 internment camps
—officially called "relocation centers"—in
California, Idaho, Utah, Arizona, 
Wyoming, Colorado, and Arkansas.



Why Were the Camps Established?
  
     Roosevelt's executive order was fueled by 
anti-Japanese sentiment and heightened by 
the Japanese attack of Pearl Harbor. 
     More than 2/3 of the Japanese who were 
interned in the spring of 1942 were citizens of 
the United States.  









Legal Challenges to Internment
     Important legal cases were brought against
the United States concerning the internment. 
     In Korematsu v. United States (1944) the 
defendants argued their fifth amendment 
rights were violated by the U.S. government 
because of their ancestry. 
     The Supreme Court ruled in favor of the 
U.S. government.
***Remember that in times of war the gov. can 
suspend our rights



Other Groups in the Camps

     While Japanese-Americans comprised the 
overwhelming majority of those in the camps, 
thousands of Americans of German, Italian, 
and other European descent were also forced 
to relocate there. 
     Many more were classified as "enemy aliens" 
and subject to increased restrictions. 



     The plan proposed by FDR was to "lend-lease 
arms" and other supplies needed by any country 
whose security was vital to the defense of the 
United States. 
Following debate, Congress passed the Lend-
Lease Act in 1941, meeting Great Britain’s need 
for supplies and allowing the United States to 
prepare for war while remaining officially neutral. 

Lend-lease program



     Arrangement for the transfer of war 
supplies, including food, machinery, and 
services, to nations whose defense was 
considered vital to the defense of the United 
States in World War II. 
     The Lend-Lease Act, passed (1941) by 
the U.S. Congress, gave the President 
power to sell, transfer, lend, or lease such 
war materials. 

FDR & the Lend-Lease Act: 1941



Battle of Midway: June 4-7, 1942 
(Naval Art Collection)



The Battle of Midway, fought over and 
near the tiny U.S. mid-Pacific base at Midway
atoll, represents the strategic high water mark
of Japan's Pacific Ocean war. Prior to this 
action, Japan possessed general naval 
superiority over the United States and could 
usually choose where and when to attack. 
After Midway, the two opposing fleets were 
essentially equals, and the United States 
soon took the offensive.



Battle of Midway

• Essentially, American did to Japan what 
Japan did to us at Pearl Harbor.

• Midway island was where the Japanese 
kept their naval fleet and we bombed it.

• By doing this, we weakened their military
• The Battle of Midway is a turning point 

because the Japanese were never able to 
recover



D-Day: June 6, 1944
Invasion of Normandy, France



D day
• Code name- Operation Overload
• Largest Land, Air and Sea assault in 

history
• If you’ve ever seen the opening scene of 

the movie Saving Private Ryan, this is 
what its about!

• Germany had captured the French city of 
Normandy. The Allies united to invade 
Normandy and take it back from the 
Germans.

• The Allies were successful and marked 
the end of Germany!











Fall of Berlin

-The Battle of Berlin was one of the final battles of 
the European Theater of WW II. In what was known 
to the Soviets as the "Berlin Offensive Operation",
two massive Soviet army groups attacked Berlin 
from the east and south, while a third overran 
German forces positioned north of Berlin.
-Before the battle was over, German dictator Adolf 
Hitler and many of his followers committed suicide. 
The city's defenders surrendered on May 2, 1945.

WWII is over! Germany lost AGAIN!



European Theatre vs. Pacific 
Theatre

• WWII was fought on two fronts:
• European Theatre: All the battles to took 

place on European Soil (land)
– Ex. Battle of Normandy and Battle of Berlin

• Pacific theatre: All the fighting that took 
place in the Pacific Ocean (sea)
– Ex. Battle of Midway



The Atomic Bomb

• The MANHATTAN PROJECT (code name 
for the development of the A Bomb)
– TOP SECRET project led by J. Robert 

Oppenheimer to develop an atomic bomb in 
LOS ALAMOS, New Mexico

– Hiroshima (August 6, 1945)
– Nagasaki (August 9, 1945)
• Surrender finally comes
• Why drop these bombs?



Los Alamos

      Prominent physicists, such as J. Robert Oppenheimer, 
knew that the energy released by nuclear fission could be 
transformed into an extraordinarily powerful bomb. 
     
     America's response was the creation of the Manhattan 
Project and the Los Alamos Laboratory. 



     On July 16, 1945, a bomb was 
successfully tested near New Mexico. The 
production of this bomb ushered in the 
atomic age. 
     The development of these weapons 
represented the culmination of more than 
three years of intense research and 
development effort. 
     At Los Alamos, science and technology 
combined to produce a weapon of incredible
power; enough even to end the most 
destructive war in history. 



Economic & Political Implications of 
Dropping the Atomic Bomb

• Nuclear Power could also be used for new domestic 
technologies

• Soviet Union was deeply offended we didn’t tell them 
about the atomic bomb testing
– Couldn’t we trust them?  Were we trying to send a message of 

strength to them?  
• President Harry S. Truman’s made the decision to 

drop the bomb on Japan to end WWII
• Wait a second, where did President Truman 

come from?  I thought FDR was the president 
that took us into WWII…

• By the end of WWII FDR died and Truman 
became the next President!





POP Quiz
• 1. Who organized a March on Washington to protest racial discrimination?

What was the outcome of this protest?
• 2.What was the code name for the development of the Atomic Bomb?
• 3. What was the largest land, air and sea assault in history?
• 4. What is the date that will live in infamy? What happened on that day?
• 5. Which battle was fought in the Pacific theatre? What is the significance 

of that battle?
• 6. What happened to Japanese Americans after the bombing of Pearl 

Harbor? 
• 7. What did Congress pass that gave the President power to sell, transfer,

lend, or lease such war materials. 
• 8. What did the WPB do?
• 9. List 5 things that were rationed during WWII
• 10. What was largest demonstration to date for racial and economic 

equality?
• Type your answers to this quiz and email it to me by 10pm on 

Tuesday night sherry.james@henry.k12.ga.us


