
Let’s All Learn
 How to Write a DBQ



What is a DBQ?

•Your job will be to examine who or what the 
document is about, when and where it takes 
place and how the information that is being 
presented can be used to create an essay that 
answers your task.

•DBQ stands for document based question.

•A DBQ is an essay that you will create using 
the documents in the DBQ  and your own 
knowledge.

•The documents in a DBQ might be a picture, 
newspaper article, photograph, political 
cartoon, charts, writings from history etc.

•The documents are usually Primary source 
documents which let you to get closer to the 
topic by letting you examine history like a 
historian.



Why do I have to Write a 
DBQ?

• Writing a DBQ is like the work of real historians.  

• Instead of reading a textbook or listening to other 
people tell you what to think, you get to decide what 
you think.

• DBQs allow you think critically and historically. SS 
dept at ELHS have decided that these are important 
21st Century Skills



How Do I Analyze
 the Documents?

1. Who is Speaking?

2.  What is the Date?

3. What is the Explicit (clearly defined) 
Meaning?

4. What is the Implicit (implied or what it might 
mean) Meaning?

5. Is it a Primary or Secondary source of 
information?



How do I Write a DBQ?
1. Read the directions page. Understand the 

historical context and the task.

2. Analyze and answer the questions for each 
of the documents 

3. Create a box outline of the documents 
deciding which document will be used for 
each of the tasks. Example: 

  

  

Describe how New Yorkers worked for
women’s rights. 

Describe how others worked for 
women’s rights. 

1, 3, 5 

2, 3, 4, 6



How do I Write a DBQ?
4. Determine how many paragraphs are 

needed in the essay. 

5. You need one paragraph for the 
introduction, one for every task you must 
write about and a conclusion

  

  

Describe how New Yorkers worked for
women’s rights. 

Describe how others worked for 
women’s rights. 

1, 3, 5 

2, 3, 4, 6

Introduction + Body
 Paragraph 

Body
 Paragraph 

+ Conclusion



Creating Your 
Introduction

In order to create an introduction to your essay
you must include three basic pieces to the 
introduction.

Introduction + Body
 Paragraph 

Body
 Paragraph 

+ Conclusion

1. You must explain who or what you are 
writing about and when or where it took 
place. This information comes from the 
historical context and your own knowledge.

2. You must create a thesis statement; an 
opinion about the task you are writing 
about. This is the basis of your argument.

3. Decide on an interesting question to open 
your essay and grab the readers attention. 
NOT REQUIRED for APWH



How Do I Develop a 
Thesis?

All document-based essays must have a 
thesis. A thesis is a statement of opinion 
about a topic. It is what you will write about 
and prove in your essay. You must have a 
thesis in your introduction to the essay.

To create a thesis you must use the task (or 
tasks) and tell the reader of the essay what
you will be proving. 

Rewording the task is often an easy way to 
create a thesis statement because the task is 
what you are being asked to prove when you 
write the DBQ.



Support Your Thesis With
Evidence in the Body 

Paragraphs!

You have to prove your thesis by using 
evidence from the documents and relevant 
(connected to the topic) outside information.
Don’t add evidence to your thesis.

Outside information is any information about 
the topic of your essay that is not contained
in the documents. REALLY IMPORTANT!!



What does a Thesis Look 
Like?



Let’s Give it A Try…



So, Where Does The 
Thesis Go?



Creating Your Essay: 
Body Paragraphs

Each of the body paragraphs is made up of 
three parts.

Introduction + Body
 Paragraph 

Body
 Paragraph 

+ Conclusion

1. A topic sentence which is based on the task 
that the paragraph will cover.

2. Three pieces of evidence about the task that
the paragraph covers. One of the pieces of 
evidence should be outside information.

3. A transition sentence at the end that leads to
the task that the next paragraph will 
discuss. Not needed for APWH



Creating Your Essay:
 The Conclusion

The conclusion is made up of two parts.

Introduction + Body
 Paragraph 

Body
 Paragraph 

+ Conclusion

1. Restate the main idea or thesis that you 
created and used in your introduction.

2. Summarize and restate the main ideas from 
your body paragraphs.



In conclusion,
1. Read the directions page. Understand the 

historical context and the task.

2. Analyze and answer the scaffolded 
questions for each of the documents 

3. Create a box outline of the documents 
deciding which document will be used for 
each of the tasks. 

4. Determine how many paragraphs are 
needed in the essay.

5. Create an introduction that contains a thesis
statement.

6. Include at least one body paragraph for 
each of the tasks.

7. Create a conclusion that restates the main 
idea of the thesis and summarizes the main
ideas of the body paragraphs.



Even after all this 
time the sun never
says to the earth 

"You owe me" 
Look at what 

happens with a 
love like that, it 
lights the whole 

sky Hafiz


