Let’s All Learn
How to Write a DBQ




What is a DBQ?

*DBQ stands for document based question.

A DBQ is an essay that you will create using
the documents in the DBQ and your own
knowledge.

*The documents in a DBQ might be a picture,
newspaper article, photograph, political
cartoon, charts, writings from history etc.

*The documents are usually Primary source
documents which let you to get closer to the
topic by letting you examine history like a
historian.

*Your job will be to examine who or what the
document is about, when and where it takes
place and how the information that is being
presented can be used to create an essay that
answers your task.



Why do I have to Write a
DBQ?
» Writing a DBQ is like the work of real historians.

* Instead of reading a textbook or listening to other
people tell you what to think, you get to decide what
you think.

» DBQs allow you think critically and historically. SS
dept at ELHS have decided that these are important
215t Century Skills



How Do I Analyze
the Documents?

1. Who is Speaking?

2. What is the Date?

3. What is the Explicit (clearly defined)
Meaning?

4. What is the Implicit (implied or what it might
mean) Meaning?

5. Is it a Primary or Secondary source of
information?



How do I Write a DBQ)?

1. Read the directions page. Understand the
historical context and the task.

2. Analyze and answer the questions for each
of the documents

3. Create a box outline of the documents

deciding which document will be used for
each of the tasks. Example:

¢ Describe how New Yorkers and others worked for

women's rights

Describe how New Yorkers worked for
women’s rights. 1,3,5

Describe how others worked for

. k 2,3,4,6
women'’s rights.




How do I Write a DBQ)?

4. Determine how many paragraphs are
needed in the essay.

5. You need one paragraph for the
introduction, one for every task you must
write about and a conclusion

¢ Describe how New Yorkers and others worked for

women's rights

Describe how New Yorkers worked for
women’s rights. 1,3,5

Describe how others worked for

I 2,3,4,6
women'’s rights.

Introduction + + Conclusion




Creating Your
Introduction

Introduction + +

In order to create an introduction to your essay
you must include three basic pieces to the
introduction.

1. You must explain who or what you are
writing about and when or where it took
place. This information comes from the
historical context and your own knowledge.

2. You must create a thesis statement; an
opinion about the task you are writing
about. This is the basis of your argument.

3. Decide on an interesting question to open
your essay and grab the readers attention.
NOT REQUIRED for APWH



How Do I Develop a
Thesis?

All document-based essays must have a
thesis. A thesis is a statement of opinion
about a topic. It is what you will write about
and prove in your essay. You must have a
thesis in your introduction to the essay.

To create a thesis you must use the task (or
tasks) and tell the reader of the essay what

you will be proving.

Rewording the task is often an easy way to
create a thesis statement because the task is
what you are being asked to prove when you

write the DBQ.



Support Your Thesis With
Evidence in the Body
Paragraphs!

You have to prove your thesis by using
evidence from the documents and relevant
(connected to the topic) outside information.
Don’t add evidence to your thesis.

Outside information is any information about
the topic of your essay that is not contained
in the documents. REALLY IMPORTANT!!



What does a Thesis Look
Like?

;Whm‘ Does A Thesis Look ik_e?

Here are some examples of DBQ-style questions and solid thesis statements that answer
them. Each thesis presents a ¢clear opinion. Each one can be backed up with evidence.

Also, notice that each one has three parts. You should follow this format in constructing
a thesis statement.

QUESTION: Why did people migrate to the English colonies in the period 1607-1750?
THESLS: Between 1607 and 1750, people migrated fo the English colonies for economic
opportunity, religious freedom and because of slavery.

QUESTION: What caused Southern states to secede from the Union in 18612
THESIS: Southern states seceded from the Union in 1861 because of slavery, economic
differences and the presidential election of 1860,

QUESTIQN: Discuss the impact of the transcontinental railroad on life in the 1800's.
THESIS: In the 1800's, the transcontinental railroad increased western settlement,
caused hardship for Native Americans and gave eastern factories a market for their
goods,




Let’s Give 1t A Try...

Give It A Try...

The DBQ will always be about some part of American history, but let's practice writing
thesis statements about more familiar topics. Imagine that each of the examples below
is an actual DBQ. For each one, write a thesis statement.

QUESTION: What are the qualities of the best show on TV today?
THESIS:!

QUESTION: How can this school be improved?
TFHESIS:

QUESTION: Discuss the impact of homework on the life of anadolescent.
THESES:




So, Where Does The
Thesis Go?

So, Where Does The Thesis Go? -

Simple question, simple answer... THE THESIS GOES AT THE END OF THE
INTRODUCTION,

If your reader needs to ask, "Where is the thesis?" or "What is the thesis?" then you
have more work to do. The thesis should be completely clear and obvious to anybody who
reads your essay. Your reader should also know just where to find your thesis: at the end
of the introductory paragraph. The most basic approach to writing a clear introduction
for a DBQ essay involves three simple steps. Think of it as an upside down triangle... you
start out very generally, then get more and more specific until you come to a single, sharp
point. That sharp point is your thesis.

General Begin very generally by simply identifying the issue being discussed. The

easiest way to do this is just to restate the question.

Get more specific by identifying some possible
answers to the question.

Come to a focused point
by stating your
THESIS.

g

Specific



Creating Your Essay:
Body Paragraphs

Introduction + +

Each of the body paragraphs is made up of
three parts.

1. A topic sentence which is based on the task
that the paragraph will cover.

2. Three pieces of evidence about the task that
the paragraph covers. One of the pieces of
evidence should be outside information.

3. A transition sentence at the end that leads to
the task that the next paragraph will
discuss. Not needed for APWH



Creating Your Essay:
The Conclusion

Introduction + +

The conclusion is made up of two parts.

1. Restate the main idea or thesis that you
created and used in your introduction.

2. Summarize and restate the main ideas from
your body paragraphs.



In conclusion,

1. Read the directions page. Understand the
historical context and the task.

2. Analyze and answer the scaffolded
questions for each of the documents

3. Create a box outline of the documents
deciding which document will be used for
each of the tasks.

4. Determine how many paragraphs are
needed in the essay.

5. Create an introduction that contains a thesis
statement.

6. Include at least one body paragraph for
each of the tasks.

7. Create a conclusion that restates the main
idea of the thesis and summarizes the main
ideas of the body paragraphs.



Even after all this
time the sun never
says to the earth
"You owe me"
Look at what
happens with a
love like that, it
lights the whole
SKY



