
FOREIGN LANGUAGE COURSE DESCRIPTIONS

American Sign Language I This beginning level course in American Sign Language (ASL) introduces 
students to the 4th most used language in the U.S. Deaf Culture and History are integrated into the 
instruction of the basics of ASL grammar and syntax, vocabulary, fingerspelling, numbers and visual-
manual communication. Projects, presentations, skill-building activities and games as well as interactive 
communication will be used to enhance and enrich developing expressive and receptive skills in the 
target language.

American Sign Language II This course continues the study and practice of basic skills initiated in 
ASL I. It emphasizes comprehending, signing, developing receptive skills, and using the flossing system 
for written ASL. Interactive and extracurricular activities increase understanding of ASL and the deaf 
culture. This course requires active participation.

61.04100 Latin I       Latin I is the introductory course to the Latin language. Grammar, vocabulary, 
syntax, and morphology are taught in context of reading Latin passages and working exercises from the 
textbook. Mottoes, derivatives, myth, history, culture and customs are introduced throughout the 
course. The impact of Roman civilization is studied via out of class assignments, projects and reading. No
prerequisites. 

61.04200 Latin II       Latin II is a continuation of Latin I. More advanced grammar and Latin sentence 
construction is presented as students move from adapted readings to unabridged Latin prose. Elements 
of Roman politics, historical figures and Latin authors are taught in Latin. It is the goal of Latin II that 
students are able to read authentic Latin, with dictionary, unabridged. Prerequisite: successful 
completion of Latin I.

60.07100 Spanish I           Introduces the Spanish language; emphasizes all skills: listening, speaking, 
reading, and writing skills in an integrated way. Includes how to greet and take leave of someone, to ask 
and respond to basic questions, to speak and read within a range of carefully selected topics and to 
develop an understanding of Spanish-speaking cultures. It assumes that students have minimal or no 
prior knowledge of the language and culture. This course is not for heritage or native Spanish speakers.

60.0790020 Spanish for Native Speakers I       Designed for heritage learners of Spanish, this 
course can accommodate students from a wide range of backgrounds, from those who are 
minimally functional (can comprehend Spanish but are not able to speak fluently, read or write) 
to those who are more proficient and/or literate in Spanish. The recommended entrance 
requirement for the Spanish for Native Speakers I is the Intermediate-Mid level of proficiency in 
listening comprehension on the ACTFL scale. It is not necessary that students speak or write at 
the Intermediate level prior to entering the course. This course focuses on the development of 
communicative competence in reading, writing, speaking and listening and viewing, as well as 
on understanding Hispanic cultures and issues of identity of heritage speakers of Spanish in the 
United States. Students will also develop an awareness and understanding of Hispanic cultures, 
including language variation, customs, geography, history, and current events. 

60.07200 Spanish II          Enhances Level One skills in Spanish and provides opportunities to develop 
listening, speaking, reading, and writing skills in an integrated way. Provides continued practice in how 
to greet and take leave of someone, to ask and respond to basic questions, to speak and read within a 
range of carefully selected topics and to increase understanding of Spanish-speaking cultures. Students 
begin to show a greater level of accuracy when using basic language structures, and they are exposed to 



more complex features of the language. Prerequisites are successful completion of Spanish I or a 
placement exam.

60.0791020 Spanish for Native Speakers II     This course is designed for heritage learners of 
Spanish who bring strong proficiency and literacy skills in Spanish, as well as for those who 
have completed Spanish for Native Speakers I. The recommended entrance requirement for the 
Spanish for Native Speakers II is the Intermediate-High level of proficiency in listening 
comprehension on the ACTFL scale, and Intermediate-Mid level of proficiency in reading, 
writing, and speaking. This course focuses on the development of advanced communicative 
competence in reading, writing, speaking and listening and viewing, as well as on understanding 
Hispanic cultures and issues of identity of heritage speakers of Spanish in the United States. 
Students will also continue to develop awareness and understanding of Hispanic cultures, 
including language variation, customs, geography, history, and current events. 

60.07300 Spanish III       Enhances Level Two skills in Spanish and provides further opportunities to 
increase listening, speaking, reading, and writing skills in an integrated way. Students use basic language
structures with accuracy and recombine learned material to express their thoughts. They are exposed to
more complex features of the language, moving from concrete to some abstract concepts. Provides 
continued practice in previous topics and introduces new topics; offers further opportunities to increase
understanding of Spanish-speaking cultures. Prerequisites include successful completion of Spanish II, a 
placement exam, or teacher recommendation.

60.07400 Spanish IV          Enhances Level Three skills in Spanish and provides further opportunities to 
increase listening, speaking, reading, and writing skills in an integrated way. Provides continued 
language development through exploration of familiar and unfamiliar topics and provides opportunities 
for a broader and more extensive understanding of Spanish-speaking cultures. Students gain confidence 
in recombining learned material of the language, creating in the language to express their own thoughts,
interacting with other speakers of the language, understanding or and written messages in the foreign 
language, and making oral and written presentations in the target language. Students are exposed to 
more complex features of the language, moving from concrete to more abstract concepts. They are able
to understand material presented on a variety of topics related to contemporary events and issues in 
the target cultures. Prerequisites include successful completion of Spanish III, a placement exam, or 
teacher recommendation.

60.0750010 Spanish V       Focuses on developing communication skills and understanding of Hispanic 
cultures. Students who enroll in this course should be heritage speakers of the language, meaning they 
have exposure to Spanish at home or have teacher recommendation to enter the course, or students 
who have successfully completed prerequisite courses. This course increases student confidence in 
creating in the language and interacting with other speakers of Spanish. Students will improve their 
language skills by manipulating more complex features of the language for practical use through oral 
and written presentations.

60.0760010 Spanish VI       Focuses on the continued development of communication skills and 
understanding of Hispanic cultures learned in level V. Students who enroll in the course should be 
heritage speakers of the language who have exposure to Spanish at home and have completed level V or
have teacher recommendation to enter the course. This course focuses on enhancing advanced 
language skills and use of complex language features for practical use through oral and written 
presentations. 

60.07700 AP Spanish Language     AP Spanish Language is intended for students who wish to develop 
proficiency and integrate their language skills, using authentic materials and sources. Students should 



have a basic knowledge of the language and cultures of Spanish-speaking peoples and should have 
attained a reasonable proficiency in using the language. Although these qualifications may be attained in
a variety of ways, it is assumed that most students will be in the final stages of their secondary school 
training and will have completed at least through Spanish III (with a high degree of success) or will have 
qualified through a placement exam. The AP Spanish Language course should help prepare students to 
demonstrate their level of Spanish proficiency across three communicative modes: Interpersonal, 
Interpretive, and Presentational. The course is meant to be comparable to third year (fifth or sixth 
semester) college and university courses that focus on speaking and writing in the target language at an 
advanced level.

AP Spanish Literature and Culture     This course is designed to provide students with a learning 
experience equivalent to that of an introductory college course in literature written in Spanish. The 
course introduces students to the formal study of a representative body of texts from Peninsular 
Spanish, Latin American, and U. S. Hispanic literature. The course provides opportunities for students to 
demonstrate their proficiency in Spanish across the three modes of communication: Interpersonal, 
Interpretive, and Presentational. The overarching aims of the course are to provide students with 
ongoing and varied opportunities to further develop their proficiencies across the full range of language 
skills – with special attention to critical reading and analytical writing – and to encourage them to reflect
on the many voices and cultures included in a rich and diverse body of literature written in Spanish. It is 
assumed that students will have completed through Spanish IV or higher before taking this course or will
have received teacher recommendation.
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