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Welcome

Welcome
The Advanced Placement® Program (AP) offers students 

the opportunity to take college-level courses and exams in 

high school and earn college credit, advanced placement, or 

both at many colleges and universities in the U.S. and 

around the world.
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Beyond Tests, More Opportunities

SAT® Suite of Assessments



https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=QvLS9pP65sA


https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=QvLS9pP65sA


https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=QvLS9pP65sA
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What Are Advanced Placement Courses?

What Are Advanced Placement 

Courses?
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The Basics

• AP courses are college-level courses offered in high school.

• Courses reflect what is taught in introductory college courses.

• Students take AP Exams at the end of the course, measuring 
their mastery of college-level work.

• Students can typically earn college credit and/or placement 
into honors or advanced courses when they score a 3 or 
higher on an AP Exam.
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AP Courses

• AP Capstone™: AP Seminar, AP Research

• Arts: 2-D Art and Design, 3-D Art and Design, 
Drawing, Art History, Music Theory

• English: English Language and Composition, 
English Literature and Composition

• History and Social Sciences: Comparative 
Government and Politics, European History, 
Human Geography, Macroeconomics, 
Microeconomics, Psychology, United States 
Government and Politics, United States History, 
World History: Modern

• Mathematics and Computer Science: Calculus AB, 
Calculus BC, Computer Science A, Computer 
Science Principles, Statistics

• Sciences: Biology, Chemistry, Environmental 
Science, Physics 1: Algebra-Based, Physics 2: 
Algebra-Based, Physics C: Electricity and 
Magnetism, Physics C: Mechanics

• World Languages and Cultures: Chinese Language 
and Culture, French Language and Culture, German 
Language and Culture, Italian Language and 
Culture, Japanese Language and Culture, Latin, 
Spanish Language and Culture, Spanish Literature 
and Culture
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• Written and verbal communication

• Problem-solving

• Organizational skills

• Experience with computer programs

• Management experience

• Proficiency in another language

Transferrable Skills
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About AP Exams

• Standardized exams that measure how well students have 
mastered the content and skills of a specific AP course

• Fall registration 

• Administered by schools worldwide every year in the spring

• Created and scored by teams of AP teachers and college 

professors
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Benefits of Taking AP

Benefits of Taking AP
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A Head Start in High School

Research consistently shows that AP 

students are better prepared for college 

than students who don’t take AP. They’re 

more likely to enroll and stay in college, do 

well in their classes, and graduate in four 

years.

Get a Taste of College

Get familiar with college-level work—and boost 
your confidence by tackling it.

Develop College Skills

Time management, critical thinking, scholarly 
writing—AP courses help you hone the skills you’ll 
need in college and career.

Discover Your Passion

Studying a subject in depth could give you new 
insights and even put you on the path to a career.



17

An Edge in College

Taking AP courses in high school could 

give you an advantage in college.

Earn College Credit

Your AP score could earn you college credits 
before you even set foot on campus.

Stand Out to Colleges

“AP” on your high school transcript shows 
colleges you’ve tackled college-level work.

Earn Placement in Advanced or Honors Courses

Your AP score can let you skip introductory 
courses in college.

Save Money and Time

Earning credit or placement can free up time on 
your schedule or even let you graduate early.
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Credit and Placement 

Opportunities

• Each college and university has its own policies regarding AP 
credit and placement.

• Find colleges that grant credit, placement, or both for AP Exam 
scores at collegeboard.org/apcreditpolicy

▪ Search by course or college

▪ Data for each college includes a direct link to that college’s 
website detailing AP credit and placement policies

▪ A statement from the college or university about its AP 
policy

http://www.collegeboard.org/apcreditpolicy
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Next Steps for Students and 

Parents

• View a video walkthrough of the score report: 

youtube.com/watch?v=ie6WBDzjtGA 

• Learn more about understanding and using scores: 

psat.org/scores 

• Connect to scholarships: 

collegereadiness.collegeboard.org/psat-nmsqt-psat-

10/scholarships-and-recognition 

• Connect to colleges with Student Search Service®: 

studentsearch.collegeboard.org 

• Practice for the SAT: satpractice.org
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Parent Resources

• https://parents.collegeboard.org/college-
board-programs/advanced-placement-
program

• https://apstudents.collegeboard.org/getting-
credit-placement/search-policies

https://parents.collegeboard.org/college-board-programs/advanced-placement-program
https://apstudents.collegeboard.org/getting-credit-placement/search-policies
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Questions and Answers

Questions and Answers


