VCMS and Future VCMS Families,

Click the link below to access a video presentation where you can learn more about out options for

instruction next year.

2021-2022 Learning Environment Options for Students

On Monday, April 12 we will send you a survey to select the learning environment for your
child for the next school year. If you have more than one child, you will need to complete a
survey for each child. If you do not submit a response to the survey by Friday, April 30, your

child’s placement will default to learning in-person at school for 2021-22.

Middle and High School (6-12) — Three Choices

In-person learning at school, or
Virtual learning at home in a live, synchronous environment, or

Virtual learning at home in a self-paced, asynchronous environment

Notes:

If students choose the synchronous (or live) option, they will be required to log in to every class
scheduled each day. During each class period, teachers will host a 20-30 minute live, interactive
lesson with the remaining class time available for independent work or teacher assistance. Active
participation and timely work completion are essential to remain in this option. This is not an option

to select if your student cannot be online and actively participating throughout the school day.

If students prefer to work in a self-paced environment, you may select the asynchronous program
called Forsyth Virtual Academy - or FVA. The FVA program has been in existence for several years
and serves as a good option for students who can plan and organize their time and work
independently to meet deadlines. With this option, assignments are posted at the beginning of the
week, and students must complete and submit all work by the end of the week. There are no
required live sessions in this model. Communication between the teacher and student occurs
through itslearning, our learning management system. This may not be the right option for you if
your child has many questions that need to be answered quickly or if they like frequent, direct

interaction with teachers and students.


https://nam04.safelinks.protection.outlook.com/?url=https%3A%2F%2Fwww.forsyth.k12.ga.us%2FPage%2F53964&data=04%7C01%7CJClapper%40forsyth.k12.ga.us%7Cf9e29b1049b84b83f61808d8f4649706%7Cbc41c1b937824402a9e2bf8c71255790%7C0%7C0%7C637528060149487560%7CUnknown%7CTWFpbGZsb3d8eyJWIjoiMC4wLjAwMDAiLCJQIjoiV2luMzIiLCJBTiI6Ik1haWwiLCJXVCI6Mn0%3D%7C1000&sdata=%2FBe4IKBo38Qj5XbbmY4e4kHavl3G0SBJ361zHmflowU%3D&reserved=0

For both middle school and high school, it is important to note that we are not able to offer all
courses in the virtual format, which you may have experienced this year. Many of our Career Tech,
Fine Arts, and AP Lab courses require that students be in a face-to-face environment to successfully
master the curriculum and standards. Additionally, some courses, especially those that normally
have a small number of students enrolled, may not have enough virtual students to form a class. If
you select a virtual option, and one of your child’s classes is not offered in that format, your school

will reach out to you to discuss options.

If your child is currently receiving special education services through an Individualized Education
Program (or an IEP), the Georgia Department of Education has asked that we schedule an IEP
meeting with you to discuss your child’s placement, including the location and quality of services that
the student needs in accordance with IDEA. Because of this, if you select a virtual option for your
child, your child’s case manager will reach out to you to schedule an IEP meeting to discuss the

appropriateness of instruction through the digital platform.

This is a big decision, and we will hold you to your commitment due to the amount of time and effort
it takes to coordinate the master schedule and teaching assignments. Normally, our schools begin
planning for the next year in February, and it takes several months to ensure every child has the
correct schedule and class placement, especially in our high schools where they have over 2,000
students. In addition, our teachers need to know this Spring if they are teaching in-person or virtual

classes next year, so they have time to adequately prepare.

Thank you for your continued support. We look forward to continuing to serve your child in 2021-22.

VCMS Administration



