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Agenda 



College 
Admission Test 
Overview 
• What is the PSAT/NMSQT - SAT

 
and how are they used? 

• What is a good score?  



• The PSAT/NMSQT and SAT are highly relevant to your future success 
because they focus on the skills and knowledge at the heart of your 
education. They measure: 

• What you learn in high school 

• What you need to succeed in college 

• The PSAT/NMSQT and SAT measures reading, writing and language, and 
math skills developed over many years.  

• The exams do not ask for facts from literature, history, or science, or for 
recall of math formulas, because it measures your reasoning and critical 
thinking skills. 

• You don’t have to discover secret tricks or cram the night before. 

• There is no penalty for guessing. 
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About the 
PSAT/NMSQT

® 
- 

SAT
 
®

 



5 

Effective March 2016 

Key Changes to the 
PSAT/NMSQT® - SAT ®

 





What Are the 
Benefits of 
Taking the 
PSAT/NMSQT®? 

• Prepare for the SAT® 

• Get free, personalized Official SAT Practice on 
Khan Academy®  

• Start getting ready for college with college and career 
planning tools 

• Enter the National Merit® Scholarship Program 

• See which AP® courses for which you might be ready 

• Get admission and financial aid information from colleges 
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• A globally recognized college entrance exam 
accepted by all colleges in the United States 

• Used by colleges for admission, course 
placement, and scholarship opportunities. 

• A way to show colleges what you know and how 
well you apply that knowledge. 

• Connected to the College Board’s free college 
planning and financial aid resources. 
 

The SAT
®

 Is 
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Scholarships 
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Honor Colleges 
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NCAA Eligibility 
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Be Prepared - Requirements 
Change 

College Admissions 



Primary Factors 
• Quality and Challenging Academic Coursework 
• Academic Performance/Grades 
• Test Scores (SAT, SAT Subject Tests™, AP

®
, etc.) 

 
Additional Factors 
• Extracurricular Activities 
• Essay(s) 
• Letters of Recommendation 
• Demonstrated Interest 

 

A student's SAT scores is 
just one factor among 
many that colleges 
consider when making an 
admission decision.  

The SAT
®

 and the 
Admission Process 



How to Access 
Online 
PSAT/NMSQT® 
Scores and Reports 
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How to Access 
Online 
PSAT/NMSQT® 
Scores and Reports 

Log in to an existing College Board 
account or create a new one at 
studentscores.collegeboard.org. 
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http://studentscores.collegeboard.org/
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Creating Account 
Basics 

• Legal Name - Provide your full, official first and last name, as you'd see 
them on a student ID or other official identification. The information 
entered will become part of the student’s official record and no duplicate 
account can be created. Students won't be able to change their name 
online once they start any testing activities.  
Ex. If the name on the SAT admission ticket does not match the ID, they 
may not be allowed to take the test. Or, if a parent creates a student 
account and the student comes back later, the student would be blocked 
and told to access the original account. 
 

• Email Address - Use a professional email address that you plan on 
having for a while. Email is used for critical communications such as your 
SAT admission ticket, score alerts and password reminders. 
TIP – Create an email account to use for college planning purposes and 
share access with your parents 
 

• Match Other Identifiers - Your birthday, security question and answer, as 
well as other information, will be used to verify that you are you if you 
forget your password or need to call customer service for help. 
 

• Graduation Date - Your high school graduation date will be used to 
customize services for you.  
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1. Log in to your account. 

2. Select PSAT/NMSQT Scores. 
*OR* 

3. Use “Missing Scores” to locate 
scores. 

 

Contact College Board Customer 
Service if you are having 
difficulty seeing your scores 
Phone: 866-433-7728 or  
Email: 
psathelp@info.collegeboard.org 

How to Access 
Online 
PSAT/NMSQT® 
Scores and Reports 
(cont.) 



What Will I Learn 
About My Scores? 
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Scores Section Scores 

Test, Cross-Test Scores and Total Scores 

  100      200         300             400                       500                    600                       700                        
800 

SAT (200-800) 

PSAT/NMSQT and PSAT 10 (160-760) 

PSAT 8/9 (120-720) 

    6          10    15         20        25         30         35        
40 

SAT (10-40) 

PSAT/NMSQT and PSAT 10  
(8-38) 

SAT (400-1600) 

PSAT/NMSQT and PSAT 10 
(320-1520) 

  200      400      600      800     1000    1200    1400    
1600  

PSAT 8/9 (240-1440) PSAT 8/9 (6-36) 
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What Will I See 



How Do I See 
My Detailed Scores? 
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How Will I Do 
on the SAT®? 
The predicted SAT score is 
an initial projection based 
on current SAT data and 
concordance.  
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What Are My 
Next Steps? 
• Analyze your results  

• Link scores to the Official SAT Practice on  
Khan Academy® 

• Set up a practice plan and stick to it 

• Register for the SAT® 

• Utilize other resources to research and 
prepare for college 

• Continue to take challenging courses in 
high school 

 



Analyzing your 
results -  
What Do Your 
Scores Tell You? 
Test scores, cross-test scores, 
and subscores give students 
insightful information about 
their strengths and areas for 
improvement. 
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Analyzing your 
results –  
How Did Your 
Scores Measure 
Against the 
Benchmarks? 
Section, test, and subscores all 
report scores in performance 
zones that indicate whether you 
are on track for meeting the 
college readiness benchmarks 
on the SAT®. 

Section scores 
Need to Strengthen Skills = below grade-level benchmark 
by more than one year 
Approaching Benchmark = below grade-level benchmark 
by one year or less 
Meets or Exceeds Benchmark = at or above grade-level benchmark 

Test scores and subscores  
Red, yellow, and green ranges reflect areas of strengths and 
weaknesses compared to the typical performance of students  
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 SAT® Scores and 
Subscores 
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Analyzing your 
results - 
How Can You 
Improve Your 
Academic Skills? 
Skills InsightTM informs you 
about what you are already 
likely able to do, and how you 
can improve your skills. 
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Analyzing your 
results -  
What Can You Learn 
from Your Answers? 
See the actual questions, 
answer choices, and the 
answer selected. 
Look at the online score report and 
consider the following: 

• Identify the questions answered 
incorrectly. 

• Find the correct answer and read the 
answer explanation. 

• Explain why the error was made. 

• Ask questions about answer 
explanations that are not clear. 
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Look at the types of questions answered 
incorrectly and skipped and consider the 
following: 

• Identify the level of difficulty. How many 
questions did I miss at each level? 

• Was I more likely to skip questions 
associated with any subscore or cross-
test score? 

• What inferences can I make about 
areas for improvement based on 
the types of questions I missed 
and skipped? 

 

Check the level of difficulty of 
each question and the related 
subscores and cross-test scores. 

What Can I Learn 
from My Answers? 
(cont.) 



31 

• College Board research shows that 
students who score a 3 or higher on 
an AP Exam typically experience 
greater academic success in college 
and are more likely to earn a college 
degree on time than non-AP students. 

AP Potential uses scores from 
the PSAT/NMSQT® to provide 
predictions for 21 AP® Exams. 

What Is My 
AP Potential™? 





 
 
 

https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=QvLS9pP65sA
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satpractice.org 
Link your Khan Academy 
account to your College Board 
account to import past SAT 
Suite results, or take diagnostic 
quizzes to get personalized 
recommendations. 

 

Free, Official SAT® 
Practice Through 
Khan Academy 

Full Length Practice Tests 
Eight official practice tests, with more to come, plus 
study and test-taking tips 
 

Video Lessons 
Easy-to-follow videos explain problems step-by-
step 
 

Interactive Problems & Instant Feedback 
Thousands of practice questions - Get hints, 
explanations and constant progress updates to 
know where you stand 
 

Daily Practice App 
More practice available on your phone featuring 
questions of the day 
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SAT Score 
Improvements and 
Official SAT® 
Practice 
Number of points gained from 
PSAT/NMSQT® to SAT correlated 
to hours spent practicing 

Based on 250,000 students from the Class of 2017 

Practice advanced students regardless of gender, race, 
income, and high school GPA 



What Steps Will I 
Follow to Link My 
College Board 
Account to Khan 
Academy

®
? 

Step 1 
Log in or create a Khan Academy account. 

Step 2 
When prompted, agree to link your Khan Academy 
and College Board accounts. You will then be directed to 
collegeboard.org. 

Step 3 
Sign in or create a College Board account. 

Step 4 
When prompted, hit “Send” to authorize the account linking. 

Step 5 
Start practicing on Official SAT® Practice on Khan Academy! 
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http://collegeboard.org/
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satpractice.org 

1 - Create Khan 
Academy Account 
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Step 2: Link Khan 
Academy and 
College Board 
Account 
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Step 3: Sign In To 
College Board Account  

Email options include:  

• CC a Parent Email Service – parents 
are copied on important emails from 
the College Board (registration 
receipts and test records) 

• Monthly Parent Newsletter and Alerts 

Help your child navigate the road to 
college. Sign up for free College Board 
emails to get reminders and advice 
tailored to his or her grade level. Just 
select the emails you want to receive and 
enter your info. 

 

When registering there is a 
place to include parent 
information 
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Step 4: Click “Send” To 
Authorize 
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Creating your personalized 
practice 

Analyzing your 
PSAT results… 
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Step 5: Start Practicing 
 

• Top test scores 

• Current skill levels 

• Goal for the day  

Dashboard 
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This is only available to students who 
link their accounts. 

Step 6: Delve Deeper 

• A combination of how likely a topic is 
to show up on the SAT, and prior 
student performance, this is the skill 
that the student has the most potential 
to improve on.  

• There is also a full library of skills 
available for students who know 
exactly what they want to work on. 

 



Register for the 
SAT 



When should students take the SAT? 
• Spring of junior year 

• Again in the fall of senior year 

Taking the test a second time can: 
• Show how much students have 

practiced and learned since the last 
test 

• Prove an increase in students’ 
academic skills 

• Strengthen students’ college 
applications 

 

2 out of 3 students improved 
their score by taking the SAT® 
twice 
 

When to Register? 
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2017-18 Academic Year 

OCT 
7 
 

Sept 8 

NOV 
4 
 

Oct 5 

DEC 
2 
 

Nov 2 

AUG 
26 

 
July 28 

MAR 
10 

 
Feb 9 

MAY 
5 
 

April 6 

JUN 
2 
 

May 3 

Register at sat.org/register 

AUG 
25 

 

2018-19 Academic Year 

OCT 
6 
 
 

NOV 
3 
 
 

DEC 
1 
 
 

MAR 
9 
 
 

MAY 
4 
 
 

JUN 
1 
 
 



How to Register for 
the SAT 

• SAT Registration link from 
Popular Tools menu 

• sat.org/register 
• Registration Fees:  

$46 SAT (no Essay) 
$60 with essay  
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http://sat.org/register


What Additional 
Resources Will Help 
Me Prepare 
for My Future? 

• Student Search Service® 

• BigFuture™ 
• College Action Plan 
• College Search 
• Scholarships 
• Financial Aid 

• Roadmap to Careers 
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collegeboard.org/counselors 48 

Free program that connects students 
with opportunities based on academic 
merit, to students who meet specific 
financial, racial, ethnic and other 
eligibility requirements 

Student Search 
Service® 

To learn more, visit: sat.org/studentsearch 

 



Student Search 
Service®

 

Connects students with 
information about educational 
and financial aid opportunities. 

• Participate voluntarily. 

• Connect with more than 1,200 colleges, universities, scholarship 
programs, and educational organizations. 

• Sign up when you take an assessment in the SAT® Suite: 

1. Choose to participate in Student Search Service when registering for 
a College Board test (fill in the circle on the answer sheet).  

2. Provide information about yourself on your answer sheet.  

3. Participating organizations can then search for groups of students 
who may be a good fit.  

4. FYI: The College Board never shares information on disabilities, 
parental education, self-reported parental income, Social Security 
numbers, phone numbers, or actual test scores through Student 
Search Service. 
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Access Expanded 

APIASF 
58% of winners found through 
PSAT-related assessments 
 
70% of applicants through College 
Board partnership 

COBELL 
22% of scholarship winners 
identified because they took the 
PSAT/NMSQT or PSAT 10 

JKCF 
$12.8M awarded in scholarships 
 
30% of scholarship winners found 
through PSAT-Related Assessments 
 
186% increase in applicants 

UNCF 
$1M awarded in scholarships 
 
22% of scholarship winners 
identified by taking a PSAT-Related 
assessment 

HSF 
$38.6M awarded in scholarships 
 
13% of scholarship winners 
identified because they took the 
PSAT/NMSQT or PSAT 10 

2017 
Partnership 

Results 



A 2017 graduate from Georgia, opted in to Student Search and 
won the Jack Kent Cooke Foundation scholarship.  

She is also a National Merit semi-finalist, an AP scholar with 
distinction, and the President of the College Board Youth 

Advisory Council. 
 

Isabelle Riddle 



BigFuture™— Search 
Colleges, 
Scholarships, 
and Careers 
• Search for colleges. 

• Watch videos from real students. 

• Hear from education professionals. 

• Learn about different colleges. 

• Get help paying for college. 

• Build a personalized plan for 
getting into college. 
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Road Map to Careers 

Roadtrip Nation and College 
Board are partnering to help 
students connect with careers. 

• Choose your core interests. 

• Watch videos of leaders who share 
your interests. 

• Learn about majors and careers that 
align to your interests. 

• See examples of leaders who 
followed a similar path. 

 

 

 

53 

 



• College Visits 
• College Information Sessions 
• Open Houses 
• College Fairs 
• SACAC Mini Camp College - March 17th at Drew Charter 

School 
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Look for other opportunities in 
your area 

Events  



Pop Quiz 
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Thank 
You. 
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