
U.S. History Fall Final Study Guide 2014 

1. Why is the Virginia House of Burgesses significant? (SSUSH1a)

2. Why did the British establish the Virginia Company? (SSUSH1a)

3. How are Powhatan and Bacon’s Rebellion similar in American history? (SSUSH1a)

4. Which crop was significant to the early growth of the North American colonies in the 1600s? (SSUSH1a)

5. What were the primary causes of the Salem Witch Trials? (SSUSH1b)

6. King Philip’s War and Bacon’s Rebellion are similar in that both are examples of what? (SSUSH1b)

7. How did the colony of New York form? (SSUSH1c)

8. What French colony provided easy access to water and a permanent settlement to conduct the French fur 
trade? (SSUSH1d)

9. What role did physical geography and location play on the settlements of New York and Jamestown? 
(SSUSH1e)

10. What is mercantilism? (SSUSH2a)

11. What is the Middle Passage and how did it impact America? (SSUSH2b)

12. What are some of the causes for the development of African American culture? (SSUSH2b)

13. Why is Benjamin Franklin an American symbol for social mobility? (SSUSH2c)

14. What occurred during the Great Awakening? (SSUSH2d)

15. How did the 1763 Treaty of Paris - which ended the French and Indian (Seven Year’s) War – help start the 
American Revolution? (SSUSH3a)

16. What was the American response to the Stamp Act? (SSUSH3b)

17. What was the significance of Thomas Paine’s pamphlet Common Sense? (SSUSH3c)

18. What were John Locke’s theories on government and how did they impact the Declaration of Independence?  
(SSUSH4a)

19. What does the longest section of the Declaration of Independence state? (SSUSH4a)

20. What role did France play in the American Revolution? (SSUSH4a)
 
21. What were George Washington’s main struggles as commander of the Revolutionary army? (SSUSH4c)

22. What occurred during the winter encampment at Valley Forge? (SSUSH4c)

23. How was the geographical location of Yorktown pivotal to General Washington’s decisive victory there? 
(SSUSH4d)

24. What did Alexander Hamilton, John Jay and James Madison argue through the Federalist Papers?  
(SSUSH5b)



25. Shays’ Rebellion was an indication that the central government was too weak under which document? 
(SSUSH5a)

26. What was the Great Compromise at the Constitutional Convention? (SSUSH5c)

27. The fact that the economies of the southern colonies were primarily based on agriculture while the northern 
colonies were not directly caused conflict over which issue at the constitutional convention of 1787? (SSUSH5c)

28. By limiting the power of the National Government, the Bill of Rights ultimately serves as what? (SSUSH5d)

29. What protects individual rights and liberties? (SSUSH5d)

30. How did the Whiskey Rebellion affect George Washington’s Presidency? (SSUSH5e)

31. How do we know the founding fathers believed in limited government? (SSUSH5b)
      
32. What liberties are guaranteed by the First Amendment? (SSUSH5d)
       
33. What is the overall purpose of the Bill of Rights? (SSUSH5d)
     
34. What was important about the outcome of the Battle of Saratoga? (SSUSH4d)

35. How did the Northwest Ordinance lead to the creation of new states? (SSUSH6a)

36. Why were Lewis and Clark important regarding the Louisiana Purchase? (SSUSH6b)

37. Who was responsible for negotiating the Louisiana Purchase from France? (SSUSH6b)
 
38. How did British naval vessels help instigate the War of 1812? (SSUSH6c)
 
39. Why was the Erie Canal significant to early America?(SSUSH6d)
  
40. Why was the Monroe Doctrine important? (SSUSH6e)
  
41. Which idea of Eli Whitney’s had major consequences for the production of other goods, even to this day? 
(SSUSH7a)
 
42. The invention of the cotton gin is an example of the types of technological improvements associated with which
historical era? (SSUSH7a)

43. How are Manifest Destiny and the Monroe Doctrine similar?(SSUSH7b)
 
44. Americans used the concept of Manifest Destiny to justify what?(SSUSH7b)
  
45. Temperance, abolitionism, and public school are similar in that all three are related to what topic?(SSUSH7c)
 
46. Abolitionism was a reform movement dedicated primarily to trying to eliminate which social problem? 
(SSUSH7c)

47. What was the main purpose of the Seneca Falls Conference? (SSUSH7d)
  
48. What was the most distinctive feature of “Jacksonian democracy”? (SSUSH7e) 

49. Andrew Jackson’s presidency, economic growth, manifest destiny, and the rise of popular culture all helped 
what other ideology develop in the first half of the 19th century? (SSUSH7e)

50. How did the Louisiana Purchase impact the size of the U.S.? (SSUSH6b)



  
51. What did the Grimke Sisters argue against? (SSUSH8a)
 
52. William Lloyd Garrison, Frederick Douglas, and the Grimke Sisters would all be MOST LIKELY to support 

what major issue? (SSUSH8a)
 
53. How did the Missouri Compromise affect the expansion of slavery into western territories? (SSUSH8b)
 
54. How did the Nullification Crisis threaten the unity of the United States? (SSUSH8c)
 
55. Which South Carolina senator supported slavery, state's rights, and nullification?  (SSUSH8c)
  
56. Whose message to Congress on May 11, 1846, stated that "Mexico has passed the boundary of the United 

States, has invaded our territory and shed American blood upon American soil"? (SSUSH8d)
 
57. Why was the Wilmot Proviso controversial in 19th Century America? (SSUSH8d)
 
58. The Mexican war was settled by what treaty? (SSUSH8d)

59. What were the terms of the Compromise of 1850? (SSUSH8e)
 
60. Why did the Supreme Court’s Dred Scott decision increase tensions between slave and free states? (SSUSH9a)
 
61. Who wrote Uncle Tom’s Cabin?(SSUSH8a)
 
62. What is secession? (SSUSH9a)
 
63. What was Abraham Lincoln’s Gettysburg Address about?  (SSUSH9b)

64. Which decision by President Lincoln was controversial because it involved limiting people’s civil liberties? 
(SSUSH9b)

 
65. How did General William T. Sherman mainly contribute to the Union’s victory in the Civil War? (SSUSH9c)
 
66. In terms of position in government and role in decision-making, Jefferson Davis shared the most similarities 

with whom? (SSUSH9c)
 
67. Why was the Battle of Antietam important?  (What did Lincoln issue after?) (SSUSH9d)
 
68. What was important about the location of Ft. Sumter for the South? (SSUSH9d)
 
69. The Emancipation Proclamation declared southern slaves free during the war, but what was its main impact 

on the war? (SSUSH9e)
 
70. How did Northern industry play a role in the Civil War? (SSUSH9f)
 
71. Which Civil War battle resulted in the Union gaining strategic control of the Mississippi River? (SSUSH9c)
  
72. Jefferson Davis played what role in the Civil War? (SSUSH9c)
  
73. What was the Anaconda Plan? (SSUSH9a)
 
74. What were the major differences between Andrew Johnson’s view of Reconstruction and the view of the 
Radical Republicans? (SSUSH10a)
 
74. What were the goals of Presidential Reconstruction? (SSUSH10a)
 



76. What were the primary goals of colleges like Morehouse College in the 1800s? (SSUSH10b)
 
77. What was the 14th Amendment? (SSUSH10c)
 
78. What was the 13th amendment? (SSUSH10c)

79. What were Black Codes? (SSUSH10d) 

80. What was the Ku Klux Klan? (SSUSH10a)
 
81. How did the impeachment of Andrew Johnson affect Reconstruction? (SSUSH10e)
 
82. Which event helped bring about the end of Reconstruction? (SSUSH10f)
 
83. Who was Hiram Rhodes Revels? (SSUSH10a)
 
84. How did the expansion of the railroad impact industry in the 1800s? (SSUSH11a)
  
85. The use of Chinese labor to build railroads in the west had what unintended consequences? (SSUSH11b)

86. How did Standard Oil attain its immense wealth? (SSUSH11c)

87. What Thomas Edison inventions had an impact on American lives? (SSUSH11d) 
  
88. How did the immigration into the United States change in the late 19th century? (SSUSH12a)
  
89. What occurred at Ellis Island? (SSUSH12a)
  
90. Samuel Gompers was the president of what organization? (SSUSH12b) 

91. How did Sitting Bull impact relations between Native Americans and the United States? (SSUSH12c)
  
92. What was the main cause of the Pullman strike of 1894? (SSUSH12d)
  
93. How did Upton Sinclair’s book The Jungle address social issues important to the Progressive Movement? 
(SSUSH13a)
  
94. Why did Jane Addams establish the Hull House in Chicago? (SSUSH13b)
  
95. How did the Supreme Court’s decision in Plessy v. Ferguson affect African-Americans? (SSUSH13c)
 
96. What was the purpose of the NAACP? (SSUSH13c)

97. Ida Tarbell played an important role the American Progressive Movement by writing about what?  
(SSUSH13d)
 
98. What muckraker wrote “A History of Standard Oil?  (SSUSH13d)
   
99. Why would a majority of poor people living in cities in the late 1890s and early 1900s be likely to support 
progressive leaders? (SSUSH13e)
 
100. How did Theodore Roosevelt influence the Conservation Movement in the United States? (SSUSH13e)
 



Directions: Choose two of the following questions and answer in paragraph form on the front and or 
back of the answer sheet.  

1) Compare and contrast the New England colonies (Massachusetts/Plymouth) with the Virginia 
colonies (Jamestown).

2) Describe the difference between Federalists and Anti-federalists.  Discuss their differing views on 
the Constitution using several examples.

3) Explain at least 3 major causes of the Civil War. Then, discuss the differences between the North 
and South, and explain how those differences contributed to the outcome of the war.

4) Discuss the major goals of the Progressive movement.  Use several examples of issues that were in
need of reform, and explain the consequences of those reforms.  


