College Planning:

@ CollegeBoard

9th/10th Grade

There are some steps you can take as a ninth- and a 10th-grader to make
sure you're on the right track for college. This list will help you navigate the

college planning process:

9TH GRADE

[J Create a four-year high school plan. Think about what
you'd like to accomplish in the next four years.

= Make sure you know which high school courses are
required by colleges, and that you're taking the right
classes as early as the ninth grade. You can ask your
counseloraboutwhatthose “right” classes are.

=  Gettoknowthelevels of courses offered by your school.

[ start thinking about your life after school, including the
types of jobs that might interest you. Of course, these will
change — often — but it's good to start thinking about the
possibilities.
= |dentify yourinterests —likes and dislikes—notjustin

classesbutalsoinevery area. Thiswill help youfocus on
your goals.

= Talktootherpeople, suchasyourschool counselor,
teachers, recent college graduates who are working,
professionalsin the community, etc., about careersyou
mightfindinteresting.

[ Meet with your high school counselor. Your counselor
knows how to help you get the most out of high school. Be
sure to take some time during the school year to discuss
post-high-school plans with him or her.

Participate in extracurricular activities. Academics aren't
everything. Explore your interest in a sport, school club,
music or drama group, or community volunteer activity.

= Remember that colleges wouldrather seereal
involvementin one activity instead of aloose connection
toseveral.

= |Ifyou'reinterestedin playingsportsincollege, research
the National Collegiate Athletic Association (NCAA)
eligibility requirements. The NCAArequires completion
of certain core courses; you canfind the specifics at
ncaaclearinghouse.net.

Save for college. It's not too late to put money aside for
college. Every little bit helps! Learning about financial aid
early on can also help you down the road.

Explore summer opportunities. Look for a job, internship,
or volunteer position that will help you learn about a field of
interest.

Get familiar with the PSAT-related assessments and
SAT’. Most four-year colleges consider applicants’ scores
on college admission test. Download the free Daily Practice
for the New SAT app to get a feel for the kinds of questions
you might face on test day.

Take the PSAT™ 8/9. If your school offers it, sign up to
take the first of the College Board assessments to set a
baseline. This test will help you build up your skills to take
the SAT in 11th or 12th grade.


http://ncaaclearinghouse.net
https://collegereadiness.collegeboard.org/sat/practice/daily-practice-app
https://collegereadiness.collegeboard.org/sat/practice/daily-practice-app

10TH GRADE

[ Meet with your high school counselor — again. Be sure
to meet with your school counselor to ensure that your
course schedule is challenging enough to prepare you for
college.
= Checkintoany prerequisites for advanced-level junior-

and senior-year courses.

[] Take the PSAT/NMSQT® or PSAT™ 10. Depending on
your school, you might have the opportunity to take the
PSAT/NMSQT in October or the PSAT 10 in February or
March. It provides valuable feedback on your college
readiness and a free, personalized plan to help you start
getting ready for the SAT — and for college.

[] Askif the PSAT/NMSQT is offered to 10th-graders.
Although this test is usually given in the 11th grade, itis
also often offered in the 10th grade. That's because it
provides valuable feedback through the Student Score
Report. You can then work on any of your academic
weaknesses while there is still plenty of time to make
improvements.

[] Are youinterested in attending a U.S. military academy?
If so, you should request a precandidate questionnaire.

Along with your family, do some research about how to
obtain financial aid. Many students use financial aid to
cover college costs. Find out what financial aid is, where

it comes from, and how you can apply for it. Read the U.S.
Department of Education’s Funding Your Education (about
federal aid programs).

Attend college and career fairs. The fairs often take place
in the fall at your school or in your area.

Participate in school activities or volunteer efforts.
Extracurricular activities can help you develop time-
management skills and enrich your high school experience.

Talk to your counselor about your plans for life after high
school. He or she can help you plan your schedule, search
for colleges, and navigate the financial aid process. The
more your counselor knows about you, the more he or she
can help you along the way.

Tour college campuses. If possible, take advantage of
vacation or other family travel time to visit colleges and see
what they're like. Even if you have no interest in attending
the college you are visiting, it will help you learn what to look
forin a college.

Visit bigfuture.collegeboard.org for more information.
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http://bigfuture.collegeboard.org
https://instagram.com/collegeboard
https://twitter.com/MyBigFuture
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The College Application Puzzle

EXTRACURRICULAR
“FINANCIAL AID GRADES and TRANSCRIPTS  \ eTIVITIES
Fill _out th_e FAFSA as soon as it’s In order to be Your accomplishments outside the
available in January. Attend a competitive, it's more classroom show what you're passionate about and that you
financial aid workshop and College than just numbers: have qualities valued by colleges — like leadership,
Goal Sunday event at your school or it's strong grades in commitment, and ambition. Get involved in
in your community to get the help challenging classes. sports, clubs, community service, band,
you need. etc. to show off your talents and to reveal to

colleges who you really are.

STANDARDIZED TESTS
Plan to take the SAT or ACT.
Study hard and read as much as
you can to prepare for these tests.
Taking challenging classes will
also help you be ready.

*SCHOLARSHIPS

Usually based on student skills,
interests, area of study or merit.
Research early and apply for as
many as you can. Pay special
attention to deadlines!

*LETTERS OF RECOMMENDATION
These letters should reveal some-
thing about you that your grades
and test scores cannot. Ask people
who know you well as a person.
This could be a teacher, coach,
counselor, or community member.

*COLLEGE ESSAYS

TEN TIPS TO A GREAT ESSAY

1. Be Concise 6. Be Vivid
2. Be Honest 7. Be Likeable

3. Be an Individual 8. Be Memorable
4. Be Coherent 9. Be a Storyteller
5. Be Accurate 10. Be Smart

For More Info:

www.stepuphawaii.org
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* Refer to your packet for specific handouts on these topics
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THINK YOU CAN GET A GOOD JOB NOW?

Sure, mayhe you could, but a college degree will make your chances even better. Check out the $124,904
earnings and unemployment rates for people 25 years and older with different levels of education:

$105,456

$74,308

$52,364

$48,984 $48,152

$43,056
$30,108

Mean (average)
earnings in 2014

Associate Doctoral Professional

Level of Less thana | High school Some Occupational ) :
education high school | graduate, no college, program degree Bachelor's Master’s degree degree (e.g.,
diploma college no degree (career (academic degree degree (e.g., Ph.D.) | M.D., J.D.)
completed SRl )

Unemployment
rate in 2014

9.0%

Source: Bureau of Labor Statistics, Current Population Survey, unpublished tables 2015

FederalStudent Aid

An OFFICE of the U.S. DEPARTMENT of EDUCATION

RS StudentAid.gov


https://www.studentaid.ed.gov
https://www.studentaid.ed.gov
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