
Unit 1: Basics of Music & Film

Section 1: Elements of Music



Elements of Music

• Pitch
• Melody
• Harmony
• Texture
• Dynamics
• Rhythm
• Tempo
• Timbre



Pitch

• How high or low a pitch is
– Describe the pitch in the clip from Psycho

• Terms used to describe pitch
– High
–Middle
– Low

http://safeshare.tv/w/hyOWhmYSVS


Melody

• A series of pitches that create a musical idea
– Describe the melody in this clip
– Describe the melody in this clip

• Terms used to describe melody:
– Conjunct
– Disjunct
– Range( Narrow or Wide)
– Consonant
– Dissonant

https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=UKRIUiyF0N4
https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=oTBhemLUHtg


Harmony

• 2 or more pitches sounding at the same time to 
create a chord or progression
– Describe the harmony in this scene
– Describe the harmony in this scene

• Terms used for harmony:
– Major
– Minor
– Consonant
– dissonant

https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=b2MKKJAuijE
http://safeshare.tv/w/qytEPpuXoP


Texture

• The way the harmony and melody go together

• Terms used to describe texture
– Solo
– Homophonic
– Polyphonic
– Thin
– Dense

https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=X8ITW72y_6s
https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=oqQFTq2FIdY
https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=Au73w-Y18PQ
https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=WASr5-mS238


Dynamics

• How loud or soft music is
– Describe the dynamics in this scene
– Describe the dynamics in this scene

• Terms to describe dynamics
– Soft, medium, loud
– Crescendo
– Decrescendo

http://safeshare.tv/w/aGTwEPUiJI
https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=pKEwvDFqMGw&list=PL26BF9109756D29DA&index=2


Rhythm

• Sounds of different lengths are organized into 
patterns
– Describe the rhythm in the scene
– Describe the rhythm in this scene

• Terms used to describe rhythm:
– Long, short
– Steady, syncopated
– Beat

https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=nauLgZISozs
http://safeshare.tv/w/hyOWhmYSVS


Tempo

• The speed of the beat in music
– Describe the tempo in this scene
– Describe the tempo in this scene

• Terms used to describe tempo
– Fast, slow
– Speeding up
– Slowing down

https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=HA96GwuvdVM
https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=tCCVyxVAPXw


Timbre

• The quality of a musical sound made by 
instruments or voices
– Violin vs trumpet vs drum

• Describe the timbres in this clip
• Describe the timbres in this clip
• Terms used to describe timbre:
– Strings, woodwind, brass, percussion, voices, 

electronic

https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=RNRwUlV6Sr8
https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=HOwWfns4qqw

