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Transition from FCAT 2.0  to 

FSA ELA Assessments
Assessments in 2012-13 and 2013-14 Assessments in 2014-15

FCAT 2.0 Reading Grades 3 - 10 FSA English Language Arts 

Grades 3 - 11

FCAT 2.0 Writing Grades 4, 8, 10 FSA  English Language Arts Writing 

Component Grades 4 - 11



FSA WRITING AND READING 
ADMINISTRATION DATES – 2015 

3rd Grade 4th Grade 5th Grade

FSA Writing
(90-120 

minutes)

N/A March 5th

Paper Based

March 5th

Paper Based

FSA ELA
(Two 80 minute 

sessions)

March 31st

(Session 1)

April 1st

(Session 2)

Paper Based

March 31st

(Session 1)

April 1st

(Session 2)

Paper Based

April 20th

(Session 1)

April 21st

(Session 2)

Computer 

based
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FSA WRITING GRADES 4 - 5
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ELA WRITING ASSESSMENT

• THE ELA FSA INCLUDES A WRITING COMPONENT THAT WILL BE

ADMINISTERED SEPARATELY FROM THE REST OF THE FSA ELA.

•MARCH 5, 2015

• 4TH AND 5TH GRADE ELEMENTARY STUDENTS

• REPORTED AS PART OF THE ELA SCORE

• ADMINISTERED EARLIER TO ALLOW TIME FOR HAND SCORING

• WRITING TASKS WILL BE EITHER OPINION OR INFORMATIVE

• DOMAN SPECIFIC RUBRICS:

• HTTP://WWW.FSASSESSMENTS.ORG/WP-

CONTENT/UPLOADS/2014/07/OPINIONLRUBRIC4-5_FINAL.PDF

• HTTP://WWW.FSASSESSMENTS.ORG/WP-

CONTENT/UPLOADS/2014/07/INFORMATIONALRUBRIC4-5_FINAL1.PDF6

http://www.fsassessments.org/wp-content/uploads/2014/07/OpinionlRubric4-5_Final.pdf
http://www.fsassessments.org/wp-content/uploads/2014/07/InformationalRubric4-5_Final1.pdf


ELA WRITING ASSESSMENT - CONTINUED

• 90 MINUTES WILL BE GIVEN TO READ, PLAN, WRITE, AND EDIT. STUDENTS NEEDING 

MORE TIME WILL BE ALLOWED 30 ADDITIONAL MINUTES. 

• STUDENTS WITH IEP ACCOMMODATIONS WILL RECEIVE  ACCOMMODATIONS BASED 

ON THEIR CURRENT IEP. 

• ALL STUDENTS ARE REQUIRED TO INDEPENDENTLY READ THE TEXT PASSAGES AS THIS 

IS A LITERACY ASSESSMENT BASED ON GRADE LEVEL TEXT.

• THREE LINED PAGES WILL BE PROVIDED; ONE ADDITIONAL PAGE WILL BE PROVIDED 

FOR PLANNING; PLANNING SHEETS WILL NOT BE SCORED. 

• THE USE OF MECHANICAL PENCILS IS NOT ALLOWED; THE LEAD APPEARS TOO LIGHT. 

STUDENTS WILL USE #2 PENCILS.
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PASSAGE SET EXAMPLE 

ENGLISH LANGUAGE ARTS 

FSA OPINION WRITING



OPINION SAMPLE TASK

THE READINGS TALKED ABOUT CLUTTER AND BEING TIDY. WRITE AN ESSAY IN WHICH YOU GIVE YOUR 

OPINION. IS CLUTTER SOMETIMES OKAY OR SHOULD YOU ALWAYS TRY TO BE NEAT? USE THE INFORMATION 

FROM THE PASSAGES IN YOUR ESSAY.

MANAGE YOUR TIME CAREFULLY SO THAT YOU CAN

• READ THE PASSAGES;

• PLAN YOUR ESSAY;

• WRITE YOUR ESSAY; AND

• REVISE AND EDIT YOUR ESSAY.

BE SURE TO INCLUDE

• AN INTRODUCTION;

• SUPPORT FROM YOUR OPINION USING INFORMATION FROM THE PASSAGES; AND 

• A CONCLUSION THAT IS RELATED TO YOUR OPINION.

YOUR WRITING SHOULD BE IN THE FORM OF A WELL-ORGANIZED, MULTI-PARAGRAPH ESSAY.
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INFORMATIVE/EXPLANATORY SAMPLE TASK

THE PASSAGES DISCUSS WAYS BATS ARE GOOD. WRITE AN ESSAY IN WHICH YOU EXPLAIN HOW BATS HELP 

PEOPLE AND THE ENVIRONMENT. USE THE INFORMATION FROM THE PASSAGES IN YOUR ESSAY. 

MANAGE YOUR TIME CAREFULLY SO THAT YOU CAN

• READ THE PASSAGES;

• PLAN YOUR ESSAY;

• WRITE YOUR ESSAY; AND

• REVISE AND EDIT YOUR ESSAY.

BE SURE TO INCLUDE

• AN INTRODUCTION;

• SUPPORT FOR EXPLANATIONS USING INFORMATION FROM THE PASSAGES; AND

• A CONCLUSION THAT IS RELATED TO YOUR EXPLANATION.

YOUR WRITTEN RESPONSE SHOULD BE IN THE FORM OF A MULTI-PARAGRAPH ESSAY. REMEMBER TO SPEND 

TIME READING, PLANNING, WRITING, REVISING, AND EDITING.
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FSA READING GRADES 3 - 5
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TYPES OF ITEMS FOR PAPER BASED 
3RD AND 4TH GRADE READING ASSESSMENT

• FOR MULTIPLE-CHOICE ITEMS, CHOOSE THE BEST ANSWER FROM THE ANSWER CHOICES, AND 

FILL IN ONE BUBBLE FOR THE CORRECT ANSWER.

• FOR MULTISELECT ITEMS, CHOOSE MORE THAN ONE CORRECT ANSWER FROM THE ANSWER 

CHOICES, AND FILL IN THE BUBBLES FOR MORE THAN ONE CORRECT ANSWER. BE SURE TO READ 

THE ITEM CAREFULLY TO KNOW HOW MANY CORRECT ANSWER TO CHOOSE.

• FOR GRAPHIC RESPONSE ITEMS, ENTER YOUR RESPONSE BY DRAWING LINES BETWEEN 

MATCHING WORDS OR PHRASES. DRAWN LINES IS THE CORRECT WAY TO ENTER YOUR ANSWER 

ONLY FOR THE ITEMS THAT ASK YOU TO DO THIS. 

• FOR EDITING TASKS, CHOOSE THE CORRECT WORD OR PHRASE TO FILL IN EACH BLANK IN THE

PASSAGE. FOR EACH BLANK, FILL IN THE CIRCLE BEFORE THE WORD OR PHRASE THAT IS CORRECT.

• FOR TWO-PART ITEMS, ENTER YOUR RESPONSES TO TWO RELATED QUESTIONS. THE TWO PARTS 

OF THE ITEM MAY BE EITHER MULTIPLE-CHOICE (ONE CORRECT ANSWER) OR MULTISELECT

(MORE THAN ONE CORRECT ANSWER), SO BE SURE TO READ THE ITEM CAREFULLY TO KNOW 

HOW MANY CORRECT ANSWERS TO CHOOSE.
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PASSAGE EXAMPLE 

ENGLISH LANGUAGE ARTS 

FSA READING
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EXAMPLE MULTIPLE-CHOICE ITEM

WHICH OF THE FOLLOWING IS THE MAIN IDEA OF THE ARTICLE? 

• ONLINE LEARNING WILL SOON REPLACE SCHOOL 

BUILDINGS.

• ONLINE LEARNING IS ONLY FOR STUDENTS WHO LIVE 

IN REMOTE PLACES.

• ONLINE LEARNING OFFERS MANY PEOPLE THE 

OPPORTUNITY TO RECEIVE AN EDUCATION.

• ONLINE LEARNING IS THE BEST WAY TO LEARN. 

18



EXAMPLE MULTISELECT ITEM

WITH WHICH TWO SENTENCES WOULD THE AUTHOR AGREE? 

• ALL STUDENTS SHOULD GO TO SCHOOL ON THE INTERNET.

• THOUSANDS OF STUDENTS IN THE SAME CLASS ARE TOO MANY.

• ONLINE CLASSES ALLOW LEARNING ENVIRONMENTS TO BE FLEXIBLE.

• STUDENTS IN THE SAME CLASS MUST LIVE CLOSE TO EACH OTHER.

• LEARNING ONLINE CAN BE EXCITING.
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EXAMPLE GRAPHIC RESPONSE ITEM
SELECT THE TOLLS THAT ARE USED FOR ONLINE LEARNING. DRAW A LINE FROM 

EACH TOOL YOU SELECT TO THE BOX AT THE BOTTOM.
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Online Learning Tools

camera radio computer mail



Example Editing Tasks
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EXAMPLE TWO-PART ITEM – PART A



EXAMPLE TWO-PART ITEM – PART B
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EXAMPLE OF 5TH GRADE CBT
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EXAMPLE OF 5TH GRADE CBT
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People from many different places can become a 

part of an online class.



FLORIDA STANDARDS INFORMATION SITE

HTTP://FSASSESSMENTS.ORG/
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http://fsassessments.org/
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https://fsla.fldoe.org/file/6359d5c7-c56a-4143-a093-8e7f06a52c6e/1/fl-standards-family(2).zip/index.html
https://fsla.fldoe.org/file/6359d5c7-c56a-4143-a093-8e7f06a52c6e/1/fl-standards-family(2).zip/index.html

